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MLK  celebrations  deliver 
message  of  peace  to  campus 


From  Jan.  1 2 through  Jan.  23,  re- 
minders of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
and  his  quest  for  peace  and  freedom 
could  be  seen  throughout  JJC  Campus. 

There  were  posters,  pictures,  ac- 
tivities and  events  that  honored  his 
memory  and  continued  the  message 
that  he  advocated.  . 

The  following  events  showed  that 
Dr.  King  and  his  message  live  on  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  many  Americans, 
including  the  students  and  staff  at  JJC. 


Legacy  of  Peace  Exhibit 

On  Jan.  12,  the  "Ghandi,  King, 
Ikeda:  A Legacy  of  Building  Peace” 
exhibit  was  constructed  in  the  cafete- 

It  consisted  of  several  panels  that 
featured  photographs,  quotes,  facts 
and  information  on  the  lives  of 
Mohandas  K.Ghandi,  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr,  and  Daisaku  Ikeda. 

The  wall  was  paneled  into  sec- 
tions that  depicted  each  man's  life.  The 
panel  with  Dr.  King  displayed  many 
aspects  of  his  life  including  his  per- 
sonal struggles,  influences  in  his  life 
and  his  love  for  humanity. 

Viewers  also  got  a glimpse  of  his- 
beliefs  of  putting  a vision  into  action 
and  doing  so  in  a non-violent  manner. 

Photographs  of  Dr.  King  deliver- 
ing speeches  and  walking  with  chil- 
dren showed  nis  ability  to  stir  a crowd 
with  his  eloquence  as  well  as  gain  sup- 
port and  reverence  for  his  cause  from 
the  youth  of  the  time. 

The  display  was  educational,  in- 
teresting and  evoked  emotion.  It 
showed  how  all  three  men,  who  were 
from  completely  different  cultures,  pur- 
sued the  same  mission  for  peace  and 
humanity. 

Roots  Theatre  Ensemble 

On  Jan.  22,  commemoration  for  Dr. 
King  took  an  artistic  turn  when  the 
Roots  Theatre  Ensemble  from  the  Ur- 
ban Gateways  Center  for  Arts  Educa- 


The  Roots  Theatre  Ensemble  relive  the  moments  of  Dr.  King 's  life  through  song,  music,  theatre  and  excerpts  from  Dr.  King  s 
speeches.  The  ensemble  performed  at  JJC  on  Jan.  22.  Photo  courtesy  of  Media  Services 


tion  gave  a presentation  depicting  King's 
life. 

The  performers  used  songs,  music, 
theatre  and  excerpts  from  Dr.  King's 
speeches  to  convey  his  life  from  early 
childhood  until  his  death  in  1968. 

The  play  began  with  a young  King 
aspiring  to  become  an  educated  man.  It 
showed  what  an  exceptional  young  per- 
son he  was  in  the  church  choir,  school  and 
social  matters. 

The  focus  on  his  early  years  and  into 
college  demonstrated  how  he  patterned  his 
own  philosophies  of  fighting  for  civil 
rights  with  nonviolence  while  learning 
about  people  like  Frederick  Douglas, 
Booker  T.  Washington,  Henry  David 
Thoreau  and  Ghandi. 


The  play  also  showed  his  spiri- 
tual development,  focusing  on 
dreams  that  he  and  his  family  had 
to  give  up  in  order  for  him  to  be- 
come a pastor  of  the  Dexter  Avenue 
Baptist  Church  in  Montgomery. 

Then  the  play  moved  into  his 
life’s  work  as  a civil  rights  leader. 
Spectators  got  to  feel  what  it  was 
like  to  be  there  when  he  helped  or- 
ganize the  Montgomery  bus  boy- 
cott as  well  as  for  some  of  his  most 
famous  marches,  sit-ins,  peace  dem- 
onstrations and  speeches. 

Those  who  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  watch  the  Roots  Theatre 
Ensemble  perform  got  to  be  a part 
of  what  it  felt  like  for  all  of  his  hard 


work  to  pay  off  when  segregated  bus- 
sing was  declared  unconstitutional  and 
he  won  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  his 
contributions  to  humanity. 

An  overwhelming  majority  were 
stirred  by  the  group’s  rendition  of  Dr. 
King’s  life,  especially  when  it  came  to 
the  final  speech  delivered. 

The  actor  who  portrayed  him  was 
described  as  being  very  moving  at  de- 
livering Dr.  King’s  words. 

More  important  was  the  message 
that  the  slain  leader  lives  on  as  his  mes- 
sage of  peace  and  equality  is  still  as 
prevalent  and  important  today  as  it 
was  forty  years  ago. 

The  entire  performance  was  well 
received. 


From  left.  Matt  Steffen.  Jenna  Stworzyjanek  and  Kevin  Schafer  relumed  home  with  awards 
from  their  »«««  Pholo  by  Brian  Deiane) 


Three  members  of  the  JJC 
Speech  Team  brought  home  tro- 
phies for  their  recent  performance 
at  a forensics  competition  held  a the 
College  of  Dupage. 

In  all,  the  JJC  Speech  Team  sent 
four  participants  to  the  COD  “Frank- 
ly Speaking"  Forensics  Tournament 
on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Jan.  23-24. 

The  JJC  team  competed 
against  teams  from  25  colleges  and 
universities  from  throughout  the 
region.  Only  nine  of  the  participat- 
ing teams  were  from  two-year  insti- 
tutions. The  others  represented 
four-year  schools. 

Because  this  tournament  was 
of  the  open  variety,  contestants  in- 
cluded students  who  are  juniors 
and  seniors  from  schools  such  as 
Northwestern  University,  Northern 
Illinois,  Eastern  Illinois,  Mankato 
State  University,  and  Purdue. 

According  to  speech  team  ad- 
viser Bobette  Wolesensky,  the  JJC 


team  did  an  “outstanding”  job  and 
came  home  with  the  following  awards: 
Kevin  Schaefer  received  sixth 
place  in  the  Open  division  of  Program 
of  Oral  Interpretation.  In  his  final 
round,  Kevin  competed  against  stu- 
dents from  Eastern  Illinois  University 
and  Northwestern  University. 

Jenna  Stworzyjanek  received  first 
place  in  the  Community  College  divi- 
sion of  Dramatic  Interpretation  and 
forth  place  in  the  Community  College 
division  of  Poetry  Intcipretation. 

Malt  Steffen  received  fourth  place 
in  the  Community  College  division  of 
Dramatic  Interpretation 

The  speech  team  competes 
throughout  the  school  year. 

There  will  be  several  tournaments 
held  this  semester..  Dates  include:  Feb. 
6-7;  Feb.  20-21 ; March  5-6;  March  19- 
20;  and  Nationals  in  Los  Angeles  from 
April  11-16. 

( Information  courtesy  of  the  Fine 
Arts  Department  and  staff  reports .) 


Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Convocation,  featuring  Dr. 
C.T.  Vivian 

The  two-week  celebration  ended 
on  Jan.  23  in  a style  that  King  would 
have  undoubtedly  embraced.  Several 
speakers  joined  to  honor  the  civil  rights 
leader  while  inspiring  the  students  at 
JJC  to  aspire  toward  similar  goals. 

T\vo  overwhelming  themes  per- 
vaded the  convocation.  The  two  main 
words  on  every  speaker's  lips  were  ac- 
tion and  education. 

Every  speaker  both  remembered 
Dr.  King’s  accomplishments  in  educat- 
ing himself  and  taking  action  while  also 
urging  students  to  strive  for  an  equal 
greatness  for  themselves  in'  the  same 

The  first  speaker.  Jewel  Dennis, 
explained  that  King  was  more  than  a 
dreamer  and  he  should  be  remembered 
for  more  than  just  his  dreams. 

She  pointed  out  that  he  was  a 
doer.  She  suggested  that  the  best  ways 
to  honor  Dr.  King  arc  through  educa- 
tion and  action.  She  advised  those 
present  to  educate  themselves  and  take 
action  in  the  community. 

The  second  speech,  delivered  by 
President  J.  D.  Ross,  resonated  the 
same  ideals.  He  suggested  even  fur- 
ther that  the  future  of  tomorrow  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  youth  of  today  and 
that  young  people  who  take  a stand 
are  virtually  unstoppable. 

He  stressed  that  in  order  to  make  a 
difference  young  people  must  strive  to 
educate  themselves  and  find  a cause 
to  take  a stand  against.  One  of  the  most 
moving  remarks  he  made  was,  “How 
you  define  yourself  cannot  be  differ- 
ent from  how  you  live." 

Then  key  note  speaker  C.T.  Vivian 
stepped  to  the  podium.  His  presence 
affected  the  audience  immediately. 

Having  worked  with  King,  Vivian 
had  a knowledge  and  understanding 
of  the  civil  rights  movement  and  what 


See  MLK  Day  on  page  7 

Breaking 

news 

JJC  Student  Govern- 
ment President  Don  Terry 
has  resigned. 

The  JJC  Student  Gov- 
ernment board  accepted 
Terry's  resignation  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  29,  accord- 
ing to  Patty  Fine,  the  dean 
of  student  development. 

Student  Government 
Vice  President  Michelle 
Lorenzen  will  act  as  the  in- 
terim leader  of  the  student 
organization  until  the  stu- 
dent board  selects  a new 
president. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Stop  whining, 
get  out  and  vote 

What  do  J.  Lo.  Elijah  Wood  and  the  Blazer  editors  have  in 
common?  Here's  a hint:  It’s  not  our  good  looks!  Give  up? 

Quite  simply,  we  all  believe  you  should  vote.  In  case  you 
missed  it,  Lopez  and  Wood  appeared  in  a televised  spot  during 
the  Super  Bowl  with  numerous  other  celebrities,  urging  every- 
one to  go  to  the  polls  and  exercise  their  right  as  citizens  to  have 
a voice  in  the  election  process.  Since  your  favorite  editors  haven’t 
achieved  enough  celebrity  to  appear  in  a Super  Bowl  ad,  this 
column  will  have  to  suffice. 

This  being  a presidential  election  year,  it’s  an  especially  ex- 
citing time  to  get  involved.  The  next  opportunity  to  vote  comes 
on  March  16.  with  the  Illinois  Presidential  Primary.  In  this  elec- 
tion, voters  help  to  narrow  the  field  of  candidates  before  the 
official  party  nominations  take  place. 

So  if  you  think  Howard  Dean  is  a mouthy,  all  bark,  no  bite 
guy,  you  can  essentially  help  to  keep  him  from  getting  nomi- 
nated as  the  official  Democratic  candidate.  Or  maybe  you  think 
that  John  Kerry  is  great  but  you  think  Joe  Liebermann  should 
just  join  the  Republican  party  already.  Perhaps  you  think  our 
current  president,  George  W.  Bush,  is  doing  a great  job.  What- 
ever your  feelings  are,  this  is  your  chance  to  back  up  your  com- 
plaints with  action  that  just  might  make  a big  difference. 

If  you  feel  like  you  just  don’t  know  enough  to  make  an 
educated  decision  about  who  is  most  qualified  for  the  job  of 
president,  have  no  fear.  Virtually  every  major  candidate  has  a 
website  listing  his  stand  on  all  the  issues. 

For  people  who  haven’t  voted  before,  you’ll  need  to  regis- 
ter 28  days  before  the  election.  To  vote  in  the  upcoming  pri- 
mary, you’ll  need  to  be  registered  before  Feb.  17.  You  can 
register  to  vote  online  or  at  numerous  government-related  of- 
fices, such  as  driver 's  license  facilities  or  county  offices. 

Let  your  voice  be  heard.  Register  to  vote  and  become  part 
of  history. 


BLAZER  STAFF 


Co-Editors 
Brian  Delaney 
Rose  Lewis 

Sports  Editor 
Adam  Fox 


Photo  Editor 
Colleen  Harvey 


Advertising  Director 
Trista  Pennington 


Production  Manager 
Amanda  Slofko 
Sarah  Wozniak 


Webmaster 
Matt  Sheehan 


Adviser 

BobMarcink 


Staff  Writers 

Jim  Allocco,  Dave  Cummings,  John  Sebastian  Ferrari, 
Lisa  Frieri,  Matt  Furlane,  Kevin  Milligan,  Jessica  Runnion, 
Matt  Sheehan,  Crys  Wilson 


To  contact  the  Blazer: 
Office  F-1009 
Phone:280-2313 
blazermail  @ jjc.edu 
www.jjc.edu/Blazer 


The  Blazer  is  a student-run  publication. 
Opinions  expressed  in  the  Blazer  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  views  of  the  faculty  or  administration. 


ing  . 

After  searching  all  over  for  a park- 
ing  space,  my  class  was  fast  ap- 
proaching, so  1 had  no  choice.  I had 
to  park  in  the  grass  and  make  the  mile 
walk  to  campus  (Seems  like  a mile  any- 
way, and  also  keep  in  mind  it  was  -10 
outside). 

After  my  class  and  walking  back 
to  my  car,  1 find  a good  old  parking 
ticket.  All  this  occurring  during  the 


“Event  Style  Parking”  period  that  the 
school  does  for  the  first  three  weeks  of 
every  semester. 

Well  I’d  like  to  thank  JJC  and’the 
JJC  police  for  doing  a fine  job  of  help- 
ing me  find  a parking  space.  (Please 
note  the  blatant  sarcasm). 

1 guess  I was  supposed  to  drive 
around  another  half  hour  looking  for  a 
space  and  miss  half  my  class.  Take  my 
10  dollars  and  build  some  more  parking 
spaces. 

- Brian  Borchelt 


NEWS 

BRIEFS 

Comedy  show 

On  Saturday,  March  13,  the 
JJC  Alumni  Association  will 
present  Skip  Griparis  as  he  brings 
his  brand  of  comedy  to  the  JJC 
Fine  Arts  Theatre  at  7 p.m.  Tick- 
ets are  $8  for  students,  staff,  fac- 
ulty and  seniors;  $12  for  all  oth- 
ers. Tickets  can  be  bought  by  call- 
ing Kelly  Myers  280-22 1 8 or  in  H- 
1019.  All  proceeds  benefit  the  JJC 
Alumni  Scholarship. 

Guys  and  Dolls 

The  JJC  Fine  Arts  Department 
will  present  the  musical  Guys  and 
Dolls  on  March  4-7.  The  musical 
will  be  performed  at  7:30  p.m.  on 
March  4,  S p.m.  on  March  5 and  6, 
and  2:30  p.m.  on  March  7.  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Theatre.  As  ongoing 
community  service,  audience 
members  are  encouraged  to  bring 
a non-perishable  food  item  to  ex- 
change at  the  concession  stand 
for  a snack.  Local  food  banks  arc 
the  recipients  of  the  donations. 

Musica  Viva  Recital 

Mezzo-Soprano  Kimberly 
Gratland  James  will  perform  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Theatre  on  Sunday,  Feb. 
8,  at  3 p.m. 

State  College  Fair 

On  Wednesday,  March  17, 
JJC  will  host  a state  college  fair 
from  10  a.m.-12  p.m.  at  the  main 
campus. 

JJC  professor  honored 

Dr  Fredric  Miller,  professor  of 
horticulture,  has  been  selected  as 
one  of  15  community  college  in- 
structor to  be  on  the  International 
Board  Certified  Master  Arborists. 

Penny  Wars 

The  campus  donation  cam- 
paign has  departments  competing 
against  each  other  for  the  most 
points.  Pennies  are  worth  1 point 
each;  silver  coins  and  bills  are 
worth  negative  points  (i.c.  0.25  = - 
25  points,  $5  = -100  points);  and 
food  is  worth  100  points  per 
pound. 

Money  raised  will  go  to 
United  Way  and  food  will  be  Jo- 
nated  to  local  charity. 

To  enter.call  Mike  MeCraith 
at  ext.  2813. 
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Letter  to  the  Editor 

Editors  of  Blazer, 

So  much  for  “Event  Style  Park- 


LETTER  POLICY 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter 
and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for 
space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping 
them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 
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1215  HouboltRoad 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 
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READER  OPINION 
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“Attending  the  Black  Tie  Ball, 
hosted  by  Lewis  University’s  Black 
Student  Union." 

- Letesha  Traylor 
Sophomore,  Political  Science 


Questions  of  the  issue 


What  are  your  Valentine 's  Day  plans  ? 


"My  boyfriend  surprised  me 
with  a bear,  flowers  and 
balloons." 

- Hillary  Forsythe 
Freshman,  Culinary  Arts 


" Making  my  girlfriend  a surprise  dinner. " 

- Miguel  Mata 
Sophomore,  Biology 


7 plan  to  make  someone's 
Valentine's  Day  extra  special  I" 

-JoAnne  Jackson 
Sophomore,  Nutrition 


"Playing  Sega!" 

- Gina  Gianfrancisco 
Freshman,  Business  Management 
Brandon  Stewart  Freshman,  H.V.A.C. 


“My  best  friend  in  high  school 
sending  me  flowers. " 

- Tom  Seegmiller 
Freshman,  Agricultural 
Production 


“ Having  so  much  snow  that  / had 
to  spend  the  night  at  my 
boyfriend's  house." 

- Samantha  Beal 
Freshman,  Agricultural 
Business 


What  is  your  favorite  Valentine's  Day  memory? 


“Having  a party  for  my  8-year-old 
daughter  with  sledding  and  hot 
cocoa." 

- Mariella  Mannoja 
Dining  Room  Supervisor 


“Filling  up  a Winnie  the  Pooh  doll 
with  $44  worth  of  Reese's 
Pieces." 

- Paul  Horbrook 
Freshman,  Business 


JJC  Students,  Staff,  and  Faculty  - 

Thank  You  for  an  Awesome 
Spring  Rush!!!!” 

From  Your  Friends  at  the  JJC  Bookstore 

It  Might  Be 
Winter  Outside  - 
But,  Spring  Gift  & Home  Decorative  Merchandise 
Has  Arrived  At  Your  JJC  Bookstore! 

Stop  In  Today  To  See  Everything  That’s  New! 

Quality  - Complete  New  and  Used  Text  Books  at  Affordable  Prices 
with  Book  Buyback  Every  Business  Day ! - Risky  Here  On  Campus! 

Summer  I and  II  Books  Available  April  19th! 

Visit  Your  JJC  Hookstore^-^^^^m^i  Monday  - Thursday 

Onlineat  1 7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 

wwtv.jjcbookstore.com  jouet  Friday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 

bookstore@jjc.edu  815-280-6767 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 

The  ONLY  Bookstore  Owned  and  Operated 
By  Joliet  Junior  Colleee! 

J/Building- Across  from  the  Service  Center  and  Registration 


ThePlaceToBe 

• Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  programs 

• Earn  or  complete  your 
bachelor's  degree 

• Jump-start  your  career  with 
day  or  evening  classes 

• Apply  online  (application  fee 
waived)  at  www-aurora.edu 


• Learn  about  our  competitive 
scholarships 

Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 


^^1 

I Aurora 
University 

347  S.  Gladstone  tat. 
Aurora,  Illinois  60506-4892 
www.aurora.edu 
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The  absurdity  of  the  newest  fad  diet  that’s 
sweeping  the  nation:  the  Atkins  revolution 


By  Kevin  Milligan, 

Friend  of  the  Carbohydrate 

A really  funny  thing  happened  at 
a local  Subway  last  evening. 

As  I pondered  over  which  tasty 
ratio  of  bread  to  meat  to  vegetables  I 
was  to  order  for  my  evening  mastica- 
tion, I remarked  rather  loudly  and  pur- 
posefully to  the  resident  sandwich  art- 
ist that  I was  interested  in  getting 
"double  the  carbs"  on  my  Subway 
Club. 

This  particular  statement  was  met 
by  a rather  offended  look  from  a rather 
offensive  looking  woman  who  was 
waiting  patiently  for  her  FOUR 
ATKINS -FRIENDLY  WRAPS  to  be 
prepared. 

Lighten  up,  lady.  Did  the  carb  fairy 
leave  some  bread  and  mashed  potatoes 
under  your  pillow  while  you  were  sleep- 
ing? 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  2004, 
people  continue  to  become  ever  more 
preoccupied  with  their  health  and  aes- 
thetic appearance. 

With  all  of  the  outside  pressure 
from  Bally's  to  Britney  Spears,  people 
are  searching  desperately  for  the  easi- 
est way  to  curb  their  caloric  intake  to 
lose  those  pesky  pounds  and  irksome 
inches  from  their  bodies. 

Enter  Dr.  Atkins. 

The  latest  dietary  trend  sweeping 
the  nation,  in  case  you've  been  living 
in  another  country  that  doesn't  par- 
ticipate in  every  absurd  dietary  fad  that 
comes  along  (like  say,  Bangladesh  per- 
haps?) is  to  cut  carbohydrate  intake. 


because  the  body  stores  unused  carbs, 
which  could  eventually  manifest  itself 
in  the  form  of  love  handles  and  cot- 
tage cheese  ass. 

The  problem  is,  most  of  the  people 
on  the  diet  have  NO  CONCEPT  of  what 
a carbohydrate’s  actual  dietary  func- 
tion is,  let  alone  how  to  spell  it. 

By  Webster’s  definition,  a carbo- 
hydrate is  “any  of  certain  organic  com- 
pounds, including  the  sugars,  starches 
and  celluloses  that  form  an  IMPOR- 
TANT class  of  foods  in  animal  nutri- 
tion, (and  here’s  the  kicker)  by  SUP- 
PLYING ENERGYTO THE  BODY." 

Energy  to  fuel  the  body?!  How 
novel!  God  forbid  any  of  us  actually 
eat  anything  that  will  allow  us  the  en- 
ergy to  DO  anything. 

Try  and  tell  a cyclist  or  a triathlcte 
to  cut  the  carbs  in  his  diet,  and  he’ll 
laugh  at  you  as  he  completes  mile  20 
on  the  running  portion  of  the  Ironman 
triathlon. 

As  with  all  fad  diets  (yes.  I called 
it  what  it  is),  it  is  a shame  that  many 
people  have  taken  to  it  because  of  what 
they've  heard  on  TV,  or  have  a friend 
that  lost  a few  pounds  while  being  on 

Meanwhile,  Dr.  Atkins  is  probably 
hanging  out  at  Burger  King,  laughing 
his  rear-end  off,  enjoying  a bun-full 
Whopper,  extra  carbs  and  all. 

If  anyone  can  remember,  just  a few 
years  ago  people  were  obsessed  with 
a concept  called  the  "low  fat  diet." 
Does  anyone  recall  the  water  diet?  How 
about  the  grapefruit  diet? 
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helped  to  kill  million.' 

Brian  Delaney,  M.D. , 

How  quickly  we  forget,  with  so 
many  great  strides  in  dietary  evolu- 
tion and  all. 

And  another  thing:  The  audac- 
ity of  fast  food  restaurants  establish- 
ing an  "Atkins-friendly  menu",  by  re- 
moving the  bun  from  the  burger.  TGI 
Friday's  also  has  a "bunless”  cheese- 
burger entrde. 

Are  you  kidding  me?! 

By  default  and  sheer  definition, 
a burger  constitutes  a piece  of  meat 
between  TWO  pieces  of  bread.  If  you 
remove  the  bread,  guess  what?  It’s 
called  a steak. 

Apparently,  by  removing  the 
carb-evil  bread,  somehow  the  greasy, 
fat-friendly  burger  has  become 
healthier. 

What  next?  White  Castle  makes 


its  Sliders  using  only  carb-friendly  rats? 
People  don’t  go  to  Burger  King  because 
they’re  concerned  with  their  dietary 
choices. 

They  go  because  it  facilitates  a need. 
It’s  fast,  inexpensive,  tasty,  and  BAD 
FOR  YOU. 

The  fact  is,  carbs  aren't  the  enemy. 
Idiocy  and  sheer  laziness  is.  People  will 
believe  anything  as  long  as  enough  are 
participating. 

Remember,  a whole  bunch  of  people 
once  thought  the  Holocaust  was  a good 
idea,  too. 

Next  year  protein  will  be  the  enemy. 
The  year  after  that,  the  U.S.  will  put  a 
ban  on  vitamins  A-K.  Hell,  if  I had  a PhD, 
and  told  the  American  public  that  air 
contained  too  many  carcinogens  and  it 
was  bad  for  you,  I wonder  just  how  many 
people  would  stop  breathing. 

I am  a firm  believer  in  maintaining  a 
healthy  lifestyle  without  obsessing  over 
carbohydrate  intake.  You  need  them. 
Live  with  it.  The  body  works  in  a bal- 
ance, and  by  depriving  it  of  a certain 
element,  you  will  only  create  a deficiency 
somewhere  else. 

But  don’t  fret,  my  little  Atkinites,  I 
have  the  top-secret,  no-failure  plan  guar- 
anteed to  insure  weight-loss  and  gain 
that  physical  self-confidence  you’ve  al- 
ways dreamed  of. 

Are  you  ready?  Here  it  is:  exercise. 

Good  luck,  and  may  the  carbs  be 
with  you. 

I'm  going  to  go  eat  a loaf  of  bread 
and' go  train  for  the  Tour  de  France. 
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The  erroneous  falsities  of  being  single 


By  Brian  Delany 

Out  of  boredom,  and  disinterest 
of  doing  my  homework,  I recently  de- 
cided to  randomly  think  of  a topic  and 
research  it  heavily. 

Since  Valentines  Day  is  just 
around  the  comer,  it  would  be  in  my 
best  interest  to  familiarize  myself  with 
dating  advice. 

Since  the  whole  dating  topic  is  al- 
ways a current  issue,  the  best  place  to 
find  trendy  advice  would  be  none  other 
than  the  Internet. 

In  doing  so,  I came  across  a 
website  entitled  Askm,en.com.  While 
there  I discovered  a wealth  of  alarm- 
ing, and  terrifyingly  inaccurate  infor- 
mation about  current  trends  in  the  dat- 
ing sub-cultures  of  America. 

But  surely  a website  with  a title 
like  "Ask  Men"  should  be  the  most 
knowledgeable  source  in  the  universe. 
The  name  itself  tells  of  its  massive  col- 
lection of  specialists  sharing  their  wis- 
dom and  advice  with  the  inferior. 

I couldn’t  help  but  to  dive  further 
into  the  contents  of  the  site.  I mind- 
lessly trudged  through  the  murky  con- 
tents of  the  site,  but  suddenly  stopped 
at  one  particularly  item  entitled  the  'Top 
10  Benefits  of  Being  Single.” 

Since  I found  the  content  to  be 
somewhat  relevant,  I continued  on- 
ward. I Figured  it  should  be  interesting 
to  view  a perspective  on  being  single, 
most  likely  written  by  someone  in  the 
middle  of  a long  relationship. 

With  that  said,  let  me  digress  for  a 
moment. 

I am  not  a sour  person,  nor  do  I 
find  myself  bitter  towards  those  who 
find  themselves  happy,  especially 
around  the  horrid  festival  of  Valentine’s 
Day. 

Nonetheless,  I am  only  setting 
forth  to  dissect  these  10  points  in  an 
effort  to  rid  the  world  of  the  falsities  of 
being  single.  Although  harsh  at  times, 

I make  an  effort  to  only  state  blatant 
facts,  generated  from  my  own  personal 


accounts. 

I agree  with  the  list  to  some  ex- 
tent, even  so,  the  whole  idea  was  poorly 
developed  and  lacked  the  outward 
thrust  I was  hoping  for. 

Starting  off  at  number  10,  the  least 
important  benefit  mentioned  in  the  ar- 
ticle is  “you  don’t  have  to  tolerate 
moodiness  and  nagging." 

That  comes  across  as  rather  de- 
rogatory towards  women  if  you  ask  me. 


But  then  again,  I'm  making  the  assump- 
tion that  moodiness  and  nagging  is 
only  referencing  females. 

At  any  rate,  being  single  is  by  no 
means  a ticket  out  of  enduring  “moodi- 
ness" from  the  opposite  sex. 

If  one  lives  and  breathes  like  ev- 
eryone else,  it  is  a guarantee  that  one 
shall  defiantly  encounter  other 
people’s  rotten-ass  moods,  whether 
you  like  it  or  not.  It’s  just  a simple,  cyni- 
cal fact  of  life. 

Next,  at  number  nine,  the  internet 
relationship  correspondent  adds  that 


by  being  single,  “you  can  gain  weight 
without  worrying." 

If  that's  the  case,  then  things  are 
far  worse  off  then  they  appear.  Let  us 
completely  let  go  of  ourselves  because 
we’re  single  now,  and  bulk  up  on  the 
winter  fat. 

Somehow  by  doing  that,  we  will 
feel  free  and  totally  relaxed  with  our 
solitude,  and  within  our  certain  plump- 
ness, others  will  be  attracted  to  us  in 


due  time. 

So  take  the  advice  of  someone’s 
cheaply  written  internet  advice  column 
and  eat  yourself  into  a glutinous  pile 
of  desire. 

The  list  only  becomes  more  irrel- 
evant as  it  continues  backwards  To  one. 
the  loneliest  number.  Coming  across  as 
rather  obvious,  number  seven  pro- 
claims that,  “you  can  control  your  fi- 
nances.” 

My  monetary  expenditures  have 
been  alarmingly  high  in  the  dating  cat- 
egory, even  though  I hold  a single  sta- 


Brian  Delaney 's  menial  stability  stands  on  thin  ice,  as  symbolically  portrayed  in  the 
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I’mglad  someone  finally  told  me  that 
isn’t  normal,  seeing  it  will  alleviate  future 
stress.  In  the  past  I have  had  the  propen- 
sity to  enjoy  spending  lots  of  money  on 
girls-  taking  them  out  to  dinner,  lavish- 
ing them  with  gifts-  but  I wasn’t  even 
dating  them.  1 now  see  it  is  of  no  appar- 
ent value  to  do  this  anymore,  if  I'm  not 
getting  any.  Thank  god  for  Askmen.com 
and  their  helpful  hordes  of  dating  advice. 
I’ll  save  millions  upon  millions  of  dollars! 

Yet  again,  the  faceless  heroes  behind 
Askmen.com  have  exceeded  their  expec- 
tations by  slating  the  obvious  to  make 
countless  loners  feel  self-assured. 

The  last  five  points  really  come 
across  as  half-baked  and  somewhat  irrel- 
evant to  being  single.  Seeing  that  num- 
ber five  reads  "You  don’t  have  to  deal 
with  another’s  habits."  Like  for  example, 
if  your  significant  other  has  progressive 
body  odors,  you  would  be  forced  to  suf- 
fer through  the  relationship  on  the  verge 
of  passing  out  from  outrageous  smells. 
Whereas,  that  isn’t  a problem  if  you  are 
single  because  you  are  alone  and  aren't 
around  people  in  the  first  place. 

Furthermore,  numeral  IV  boldly  de- 
clares, “You  can  be  spontaneous,"  What 
poor  loser  wrote  this  list?  I'm  starting  to 
see  why  he  wishes  he  were  single  if  "be- 
ing spontaneous"  is  rated  at  number  four. 
In  fact,  it’s  such  a stupid  benefit  to  claim, 
I’m  not  even  going  to  discuss  it. 

Elements  three  and  four  deal  with  be- 
ing able  to  focus  on  your  career  and  be- 
ing your  own  boss,  respectively.  Let  me 


just  say  that  if  you're  dating  some- 
one who  is  keeping  you  from  a job  or 
dominating  your  life,  snap  out  of  it 
and  write  her  a “you  got  served" 
email  and  dump  his  or  her  ass.  So  in 
a sense,  those  two  items  are  entirely 
worthless  if  one  is  already  single. 
Way  to  think  this  list  out  to  the  full- 
est extent,  Askmen.com! 

At  last,  the  number  one  benefit 
of  being  single  is  none  other  than 
having  the  ability  to  “flirt  as  you 
please." 

Well,  no  kidding.  What  an  in- 
credible waste  of  time  only  to  have 
that  be  the  number  one  reason.  Single 
people’s  lives  only  become  more 
void  of  hope  since  even  a dating 
advice  website  couldn't  satisfacto- 
rily portray  any  optimistic  ideals  of 
being  alone  in  the  world. 

So,  if  this  upcoming  Valentine’s 
Day  horror  is  getting  you  down,  just 
think  about  these  top  ten  benefits  of 
being  single,  and  how  extremely 
wrong  they  actually  are. 

Just  remember  that  single  people 
are  the  world’s  thinkers  and  doers. 
Take  a look  at  Vincent  van  Gogh  for 
instance.  He  was  single  and  relatively 
insane,  but  where  would  we  be  to- 
day without  his  inventions? 

In  a final  analysis,  the  more  one 
researches  such  topics  on 
Askmen.com,  the  more  one  desires 
to  be  a hermaphrodite.  Will  you  be 
my  Valentine? 


Bunless  blasphemy: 
The  anti-burger 


By  Dave  Cummings 

The  bunless  whopper,  what  more 
can  I say? 

Whatever  corporate  genius  came  up 
with  this  product  has  really  got  some- 
thing here.  To  think  that  Burger  King 
could  take  the  Atkins  diet  and  try  to  make 
a healthy  product  that  also  tastes  good 
is  a barrel  of  monkeys. 

Some  of  you  might  say  that  I’m  be- 
ing narrow-minded,  but  you're  wrong 
about  that.  The  first  day  it  came  out, 
yours  truly  went  into  Burger  King  and 
placed  an  order  for  the  bunless  whopper 
combo,  which  includes  this  so-called 
burger,  fries  and  a drink. 

I paid  the  $4.50  to  the  cashier  girl 
and  then  watched  my  food  being  pre- 
pared. The  first  assembly  crewmember 
look  out  a clear,  plastic  hamburger  con- 
tainer and  slapped  a meat  patty  with 
cheese  into  the  container,  slid  the  con- 


tainer to  another  crewmember,  and 
he  proceeded  to  place  the  toppings 
on  the  piece  of  meat. 

No  ketchup  and  mayonnaise, 
however,  only  pickles,  lettuce,  toma- 
toes and  onions  arc  used,  By  the  time 
my  food  was  on  a tray  in  front  of  me, 
it  looked  like  I was  a eating  a salad 
rather  than  a burger.  They  even  gave 
me  an  individually  wrapped  fork  and 
knife  because  that's  how  inconve- 
nient this  thing  is  to  eat. 

Now  correct  me  if  I'm  wrong,  but 
I thought  the  purpose  of  fast  food 
was  to  be  convenient  to  eat. 

If  you  want  to  eat  a healthy  meal 
with  a fork  and  knife  you  should  prob- 
ably cook  a meal  at  home,  if  you  are 
in  a rush  just  grab  a regular  burger 
because  you  sure  won’t  be  able  to 
munch  on  your  burger-salad  pulling 
away  from  the  drive-thru  window. 
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Professor  Profile:  Fine  Arts’  JJC  Police 

Bobette  Wolesensky  digs  in  at  JJC  Reports 


Bobellc  Wolesensky  eases  public  speaking  fears  by  creating  a relaxing  environment  for 
her  students.  Photo  by  Brian  Delaney 


By  Kevin  Milligan 

In  terms  of  diversity  in  job  experi- 
ence, few  amongst  the  faculty  at  JJC 
could  rival  the  well-traveled  career  ex- 
ploits of  speech  teacher  Bobette 
Wolesensky. 

Over  the  course  of  her  life, 
Wolesensky’S  job  adventures  have 
taken  her  far  from  the  Nebraska  plains 
she  used  to  call  home. 

Her  many  adventures  include 
seven  years  as  an  EMS  trainer  in  south- 
eastern Nebraska,  executive  vice-presi- 
dent of  auto  painting  for  a company  in 
West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  and  as  a con- 
sultant for  Hollywood  Casino  in 
Shreveport,  La. 

As  varied  as  the  jobs  were,  they 
all  shared  a common  theme  for 
Wolesensky. 

" I held  a lot  of  positions  where 
the  employer  said  'we  need  someone 
who  can  look  at  the  big  picture,  move 
the  pieces  around  and  figure  out  how 
to  achieve  our  goals,'”  Wolesensky 
said. 

The  key?  The  ability  to  communi- 
cate. "Everything  everybody  does  is 
driven  by  communication,” 
Wolesensky  said. 

Wolesensky  hails  from  tiny 
Dorchester,  Neb.,  35  miles  outside  of 
Lincoln.  In  high  school  she  developed 
as  a jack-of-all-trades,  participating  in 
both  the  arts  and  athletics.  She  even 
set  a state  record  in  the  high  jump. 

She  continued  her  undergraduate 
education  at  Nebraska  Wesleyan, 
graduating  with  a major  in  speech  edu- 
cation and  theater  arts  in  May  of  1979 . 

She  finished  her  Master's  at  the 
University  of  Nebraska  in  Lincoln  with 
a degree  in  speech  and  dramatic  arts  in 
the  winter  ofl  981. 

It  was  at  Wesleyan  that  a speech 
and  debate  coach  saw  a special  some- 
thing in  her,  and  subsequently  helped 
her  to  develop  the  speaking  talents  that 


have  served  her  so  well  throughout  her 
multiple  careers. 

“ I felt  that  if  a tall,  shy  skinny  girl 
from  Dorchester  could  do  it,  anyone 
could,"  she  remarked. 

Along  with  her  job  experience  out- 
side of  the  teaching  arena,  she  has 
served  as  a former  high  school  teacher, 
an  adjunct  at  Columbia  College  in  Au- 
rora, Col.,  as  well  as  Palmer  College  in 
the  Quad  Cities.  She  began  adjunct 
work  at  JJC  in  August  1999,  and  has 
been  going  strong  ever  since. 

“ Confucius  said, ' I hear  and  I for- 
get, I see  and  1 remember,  I do  and  I 
understand,’"  Wolesensky  stated.  “ 
That  drives  my  whole  teaching  philoso- 
phy," Wolesensky  said. 

Indeed,  her  hands-on  positive 
classroom  approach  helps  ease  the  ter- 
ror most  people  feel  when  confronted 
with  the  aspect  of  speaking  in  front  of 
one’s  peers. 

Students  can  expect  a strong  dose 


of  bad  jokes,  plastic  clapping  hands, 
mini-prizes  for  work  well  done,  and 
lots  of  candy  to  ease  the  stomach  but- 
terflies. In  short,  Wolesensky  assaults 
the  fear  students  feel  by  a commit- 
ment to  learning  via  fun. 

‘When  you  laugh,  you  leam," 
she  says,  grinning.  " Helping  people 
to  better  their  skills  has  always  been 
my  focus." 

Wolesensky  is  also  the  director 
of  the  Forensics  Team,  the  faculty 
seminar  co-coordinator  and  the  club 
advisor  for  Phi  Rho  Pi. 

She  plans  on  staying  a teacher, 
but  will  keep  up  with  various  consult- 
ing projects  on  the  side  so  she  can 
continue  to  “see  how  communication 
works  and  doesn't  work.”  She  also 
wants  to  begin  work  towards  a de- 
gree in  instructional  design  and  tech- 
nology. 

Not  bad  for  a shy  girl  from  Ne- 
braska. 


Prepared  by  Brian  Delaney 
Police  liaison 

12-ll.Thurs.  Criminal  Damage  to 

Properly.  R.  A.  reported  vehicle  in 
Centennial  Commons  parking  lot  was 
damaged  by  eggs  thrown  at  it. 

12-12  Fri.  Arrest.  Dennis  L. 

Childs  was  arrested  at  Centennial 
Commons  for  violations  of  trespass 
order. 

12-16  Tues.  Informational. 

Student  used  Pell  Grant  to  buy 
books  and  sell  back  for  cash  at  the 
JJC  Bookstore. 

12-17  Wed.  Criminal  Damage  to 

Property.  Report  of  vehicle 
vandalized  with  sticker  and  graffiti  in 
campus  parking  lot. 

12-20  Sat.  Assist  to 

Business.  Three  non-residents 
evicted  from  Centennial  Commons 
and  issued  no  trespassing  notices. 

1 2-23  Tues . Criminal  Damage  to 

Property.  A break-in  was  reported  at 
Centennial  Commons. 

12-27  Sat.  Domestic 

Disturbance.  Reported  by  Joliet 
Police  Department  at  Centennial 
Commons. 

12-28  Sun.  Residential 

Burglary.  R.  A.  reported  a break-in 
and  missing  property  at  Centennial 
Commons. 

12-29  Mon.  Criminal  Trespass 

to  Property.  A suspect  was  arrested 
at  Building  1 at  Centennial 
Commons. 

1-3-04  Sat.  Noise  Complaint. 

Resident  at  Centennial  Commons 
complained  of  party  and  loud  music. 


eproductIve 
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1-6  Tues.  Theft  Under  $300. 
A DVD  collection  and  one  CD  was 
stolen  from  K-  Building. 


1-7  Wed.  Burglary.  Head  drive 
"computer  equipment”  taken  from 
room  J-4052.  Valued  under  $100. 

1-12  Mon.  Criminal  Damage  to 

Property.  Report  of  vehicle  with 
yellow  spray  paint  on  tire  at 
Centennial  Commons. 

1-13  Tues.  Criminal  Damage  to 

State  Supported  Property.  An 
unknown  vehicle  drove  through  a 
gate  at  the  softball  field  and 
damaged  it. 

1-14  Wed.  Drugs.  Cannabis 

was  found  at  the  North  Campus  in 
the  quantity  of  a “nickel  bag.” 

1-14  Wed.  Theft  Under  $300. 

Subject  reported  JJC  Library  book 
was  taken  from  apartment  in 
Centennial  Commons  during  winter 
break. 

l-16Fri.  Assist  Other  Agency.  Joliet 
Police  Department  reported  purse- 
snatching  call  at  Centennial 
Commons. 

l-16Fri.  Public  Demonstration. 
Animal  rights  group  posted 
offensive  information  about  animals 
around  campus. 

1 -28  Wed . Hate  Crime.  Piece 

of  construction  paper  written  and 
taped  up  between  room  D- 1 0 1 0 and 
the  Project  Achieve  office. 

l-29.Thurs.  Criminal  Damage  to 

State  Supported  Property.  Damage 
to  wall  in  room  C-2014. 
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THE  CENTER.  FOR  REPRODUCTIVE  HEALTH 
IS  LOOKING  FOR  WOMEN  WHO  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  GIVING  THE 

“GIFT  OF  LIFE" 

TO  PATIENTS  EXPERIENCING  INFERTILITY 


IF  YOU  ARE  A WOMAN  WHO: 

? IS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  OF  21-32  YEARS  OLD  ? 

2 IS  A NON-SMOKER  ? 

? HAS  REGULAR  MENSES? 

YOU  MAY  BE  ELIGIBLE  TO  BE  COMPENSATED  FOR  YOUR  GIFT. 


YOU  MAY  CONTACT  US  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  BY: 

PHONE:  MS.  RONA  HUNTER,  RN  @ 

1 -630-262-9980 
OR 

EMAIL:  CRHJOLIET@ATTGLOBAL.NET 


Center  for  Reproductive  HsaltL  SC 

Joliet  IVF.LLC 


2246Weh«Rl 

c«»tHiR  n.eot» 

815-72^4161 

ww-w.crhlvf.com 


1705  Sooth  SuStewD 
Geneva,  IL  60134 
650-262-9980 
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3 Tans  for  $3! 

“new  customers  ONLY* 


Monthly  Specials! 

4 Levels  of  Tanning 


Hours: 

Monday-Friday 

8am-9pm 

Saturday-Sunday 

9am-3pm 


_ IBody  BasterSj  where  the_sun  is  always jhininq!" 

! 1 Month  Unlimited  , f 2 Weeks  Unlimited 

Tanning.. 


i $40 

I SUN  CAPSULEI 


Any  bottle  of 
Lotion... 

10%  off! 


$18 

Single/Double  Beds 
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Mainstreet  ‘extravaganza’  lures  students  into  clubs 


By  Brian  Delaney 

Television  trivia  was  the  theme  of  the  biannual  Mainstreet  extravaganza  on  Jan. 
28  and  29.  The  main  corridor  of  the  JJC  campus  was  filled  with  displays  and  booths 
featuring  clubs  and  associations  during  the  two-day  event  to  allure  future  members. 

This  time  around,  each  group  was  to  choose  a television  show  that  fit  the  theme 
of  their  club.  A free  t-shirt  contest  was  created  for  students  to  participate  in  by 
matching  each  show  with  the  corresponding  club. 

There  were  44  organizations  and  prospective  clubs  altogether,  featuring  nearly 
all  of  the  diverse  groups  represented  on  campus.  Free  popcorn  and  other  treats 


were  made  possible  by  the  Student  Activities  Office. 

Pam  Dilday,  the  coordinator  of  student  activities,  said,  “Mainstreet  is  a 
great  way  for  students  to  find  out  what’s  available  at  JJC.  Clubs  and  de- 
partments look  forward  to  Mainstreet  each  semester  and  it  really  gives 
students  a chance  to  see  what  they  can  get  involved  in.  There's  something 
for  everyone  at  JJC!  We  are  fortunate  to  have  such  a variety  of  clubs  and 
activities  for  students.” 

Photos  by  Colleen  Harvey 


MLK  Day 


Continued  from  page  1 


it  takes  to  make  a difference.  He  paid 
tribute  to  King  by  crediting  him  with 
the  liberation  of  a nation,  working  hard 
and  bettering  humanity. 


He  discussed  how  hatred  and  vio- 
lence only  served  to  make  those  who 
were  part  of  the  non-violent  movement 
stronger  in  resolve  while  passive  re- 


sistance wore  down  and  defeated 
those  who  advocated  violence. 

He  spoke  of  having  a dream,  edu- 
cation and  the  tenacity  to  work  hard 


If  you've  goi  a burning  desire  to  leant — and  to  finish 
what  you’ve  started — transfer  to  Roosevelt.  We  accept  up 
to  66  semester  hours  of  transferable  Joliet  Junior  College 
credits.  We  offer 

• 126  degree  programs 

• Convenient  day,  evening,  weekend,  and  online  classes 

• Campuses  in  downtown  Chicago  and  Schaumburg 

• Fast-track  degrees  for  adults  with  an  A A.  or  A.S. 

• Generous  scholarships  and  financial  aii 
Our  admission  offices  at  eidier  campus 
can  arrange  for  a personal  transcript 
evaluation.  You'll  get  information  about 
financial  aid  just  for  transfer  students, 
loo.  So  let  us  light  die  way  to  your 
personal  finish  line 


Join  us  for 
an  online 
open  house! 

Wednesday,  March  3 
1 lain  to  8pm 
www.roosevelt.edu/ 
openhoti.se 


Roosevelt  University 


Chicago  • Schaumburg  • Online 
www.roosevelc.edu  1-877-Apply-RU 
Where  you  want  to  be! 


us  as 


light 

at  the  end 
of  the  tunnel. 


make  the  vision  a reality. 

He  also  spoke  about  education 
and  action  but  took  it  even  farther  than 
the  previous  two  speakers. 

One  key  theme  was  strategy.  He 
stated  that  it  is  not  enough  to  simply 
get  and  education  or  be  willing  to  take 
a stand  for  a cause. 

He  pointed  out  that  young  people 
must  use  the  education  they  receive  to 
form  a strategy  that  will  help  them  to 
take  a stand  for  something  they  believe 

Vivian  explained  how  Dr.  King 
never  let  go  of  his  strategy  of  non-vio- 
lence. Even  when  Dr.  King  was  faced 
with  brutal  opposition,  his  family  was 
in  danger  and  he  faced  jail  time.  De- 
spite his  death.  Dr.  King's  strategy  of 
non-violence  lives  on. 

Vivian  also  outlined  some  goals 
that  young  people  can  aim  for.  He 
pointed  out  that  Dr.  King  paved  the 
way  for  it  to  be  possible  for  the  end  of 
war,  the  end  of  racism  and  the  end  of 
poverty.  The  latter  being  what  he  sug- 


gested should  be  the  "number  one  is- 
sue for  this  generation." 

“If  you  can  overcome  racism  in 
America,  you  can  over  come  any- 
thing," Vivian  said. 

He  closed  his  remarks  by  discuss- 
ing one  thing  that  neither  of  the  other 
speakers  had  mentioned — LOVE. 

He  reminded  the  audience  that  Dr. 
King  didn't  have  to  love  anyone,  but 
he  did  nonetheless. 

His  reminder  that  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  loved  black  men  who  didn't 
even  love  themselves  as  well  as  white 
men  who  hated  him  was  an  inspirational 
end  to  a truly  poignant  speech. 

A day  after  Vivian’s  speech,  the 
posters  were  taken  down.  The  cake  hud 
already  been  eaten.  The  day  off  had 
already  become  a memory.  The  speak- 
ers and  performers  had  come  and  gone. 
JJC’S  two-week  celebration  of  King's 
life  had  officially  ended. 

However,  the  work  and  message 
of  Dr.  Marlin  Luther  King,  Jr.  continue 
to  live  on. 


Dr.  C.T.  Vivian  spoke  tostudenls  Jan.  23  in  the  cafeteria  encouring  them  to  take  their 
future  into  their  own  hands.  Vivian  is  a Christian  journalist  and  civil  rights  activist  who 
worked  alongside  Dr.  Marlin  Luther  King. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Media  Se vices 


February  4,  2004 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Pag*’  8 


Carlin’s  edgy  performance  leaves 
Rialto  audience  with  mixed  emotions 


Jet  soars  to  new 


By  Crys  Wilson 

For  years  I’ve  followed  the  stand- 
up  comedy  of  George  Carlin  and 
laughed  along  with  him  as  he  used 
jokes  to  break  down  the  barriers  of  con- 
ventional thinking. 

I have  always  admired  his  ability 
to  create  comedy  from  tragedy  and 
push  his  personal  agenda  without  be- 
coming overbearing  or  trite. 

So  it  was  will)  eager  anticipation 
that  I sat  in  the  Rialto  on  January  20 
listening  to  opening  act  Dennis  Blair 
purport  his  version  of  Van  Halen  and 
Led  Zeppelin  on  the  acoustic  guitar. 

Sure,  Dennis  was  funny,  but  I 
couldn't  wait  to  hear  what  Carlin  had 
to  say.  Nothing  could  have  prepared 
me  for  how  litigious  the  experience 
would  be. 

When  he  finally  appeared  onstage, 
the  crowd  let  out  a roar  indicative  of 
the  respect  earned  by  his  more  than  30 
years  in  comedy. 

Carlin  gave  the  audience  a preview 
of  some  material  that  will  be  on  his  up- 
coming HBO  special  and  followed  with 
a joke  about  female  bodily  functions 
that  caused  the  entire  theater  to  erupt 
in  laughter.  It  was  a great  start. 

Then,  the  audience  got  a glimpse 
of  just  how  jaded  the  comedian  has 
become  when  he  began  doing  an  “All 
Suicide  Channel”  bit  that  combined 
suicide  statistics  with  dark  humor  and 
an  allegorical  look  at  the  current  trend 
in  society  to  do  anything  to  get  the 
proverbial  fifteen  minutes  of  fame. 

He  followed  with  jokes  about  can- 
cer, the  things  he  hates  (like  children 
on  answering  machines  and  guys  who 
fly  around  (he  world  in  balloons)  and 

BOOK  REVIEW: 

Postmodern  tale  ‘Book  of 
Ambergris’  is  ‘cerebral  velvet’ 

In  Dradin,  in  Love,  Vandermeer  raises 
the  main  character  out  of  madness  only 
to  plunge  him  back  into  insanity.  In- 
deed, even  the  citizens  of  Ambergris 
themselves  descend  into  horror  and 
murderous  lust. 

The  massacre  of  forms  and  sanity 
do,  however,  fertilize  Vandermeer's  cre- 
ation of  something  entirely  fresh.  New 
forms  and  sanities  emerge  from  the 
compost  of  discarded  tradition.  City  of 
Saints  and  Madmen  makes  a strong 
case  that  what  we  consider  literature 
and  sanity  is  truly  only  a matter  of  habit, 
not  universal  truth. 

To  his  credit  Vandermeer  infuses 
City  of  Saints  and  Madmen  with  con- 
sistently beautiful  prose.  Each  novella 
is  inlayed  with  themes  and  language 
that  can  only  be  described  as  cerebral 
velvet. 

Both  the  characters  and  the  city 
they  inhabit  are  crafted  with,  such  art- 
istry the  reader  will  be  compelled  to 
suspend  disbelief  and  plunge  headlong 
into  the  story. 

One  must  be  warned  however  that 
the  novel  can  be  at  times  utterly  grue- 
some with  descriptions  of  murder,  rape 
and  insanity.  Such  imagery  is  not  how- 
ever in  place  only  for  shock  value  and 
adequately  serves  the  plot. 

City  of  Saints  and  Madmen:  Book 
of  Ambergris  is  in  all  ways  a great  book, 
well  worth  any  reader's  lime.  Always 
entertaining,  the  novel  will  allow  the 
reader  to  experience  both  the  divine 
and  profane,  often  within  a few  pages. 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 

In  his  novel,  "City  of  Saints  and 
Madmen:  The  Book  of  Ambergris,  Jeff 
Vandermeer  proves  that  destruction 
and  creation  are  often  the  same  tiling. 
The  destruction  found  in  the  novel  is 
twofold. 

In  typical  postmodern  fashion, 
Vandermeer  tears  apart  the  classical 
forms  of  literature,  despoiling  tradi- 
tional structures  with  irreverent  humor, 
and  "low"  culture. 

For  instance,  the  fictional  history 
book  of  the  city  of  Ambergris  is  replete 
with  faux  archeological  illustrations, 
footnotes,  researchers  and  glossary.  In 
yet  another  story,  we  find  a lunatic  trot- 
ting around  carrying  the  very  book  in 
which  he  populates. 

Form  is  not  the  only  subject  of 
destruction  however.  As  the  title  sug- 
gests madness  plays  a significant  role. 


City  oi‘  Sainls 

ami  Madmen 


Jeff  V.uutcr.Mccr 


George  Carlin 


the  link  of  terrorism  to  middle 
easterners  who  pass  gas  on  airplanes. 

This  did  not  occur  without  disrup- 
tions from  the  crowd.  Early  in  the  show, 
Carlin  cursed  out  two  hecklers  and  sug- 
gested that  they  may  not  be  getting 
enough  female  companionship. 

Later  in  his  act,  when  one  particu- 
larly venomous  audience  member  took 
issue  with  his  suicide  routine  and 
rudely  interrupted  the  show  to  voice 
his  opinion. 

Carlin  suggested  the  man  go 
“have  relations"  with  his  own  mother 
(among  other  things).  These  moments 
of  impromptu  comedy  led  to  some  of 
the  biggest  cheers  of  laughter  and  sup- 
port from  the  crowd. 

The  other  material  that  really  elic- 
ited laughter  was  the  bits  and  pieces 
of  jokes  that  fans  were  already  familiar 
with  that  he  integrated  into  his  act. 
These  included  his  world  famous  “Fart 
Jokes"  and  “Boys  named  Blake" 


pieces. 

His  act  ended  with  a lengthy  dis- 
sertation on  how  he  would  like  to  see 
the  world  come  to  a cataclysmic  end 
from  an  asteroid  that  would  inevitably 
destroy  most  of  mankind,  save  the 
Uncle  Dave’s  of  the  world  who  would 
end  up  winning  the  lottery  every  week 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

He  then  galloped  off  stage  to  a 
tapestry  of  cheers  of  support,  grunts 
of  disgust  and  sighs  of  relief. 

It  was  obvious  as  I listened  to  con- 
versation from  people  as  we  all  exited 
the  theater  that  the  crowd  left  with 
mixed  emotions. 

Some  loved  his  act  so  much  they 
felt  it  deserved  a standing  ovation 
while  others  hated  it  so  much  that  they 
walked  out. 

Overall  though,  it  seemed  that  he 
did  not  draw  the  kind  of  adulation  from 
the  crowd  that  was  expected. 

Being  a long  time  fan.  I’m  still  not 
sure  how  I personally  feel  about  the 
show.  It  was  definitely  a much  darker 
side  of  George  Carlin  than  I was  used 
to  or  expected. 

Although  I did  not  find  most  of 
what  he  said  to  be  offensive,  I also 
didn't  find  myself  laughing  as  much  as 
1 had  anticipated  I would.  This  seemed 
to  be  the  consensus  among  most  of 
the  people  who  saw  the  show. 

Only  time  will  tell  if  his  latest  act 
will  regale  or  repulse  the  world.  Regard- 
less of  how  we  fans  felt  about  his  per- 
formance, one  thing  about  his  act  re- 
mained consistent.  He  was  as  contro- 
versial, outspoken  and  flamboyant  as 


heights  in  U.S. 


By  Lisa  Frieri 


Not  since  Russell  Crowe  has  an 
Australian  import  caused  so  much  stir 
in  the  U.S.  The  band  Jet  has  come  along 
and  released  their  debut  CD,  “Get 
Bom."  The  band  consists  of  guitarist 
and  vocalist  Cameron  Muncey,  broth- 
ers Chris  and  Nic  Cester  on  drums  and 
guitars,  respectively,  and  Mark  Wilson 
on  bass. 

Jet  has  been  making  a name  for 
themselves  in  the  U.S.  by  performing 
recently  on  Saturday  Night  Live.  Their 
single,  "Do  You  Want  to  Be  My  Girl?" 
has  been  climbing  the  charts,  and  is 
featured  in  the  trailer  for  the  upcoming 
movie  “The  Big  Bounce.” 

Their  infectious  sound  is  a blend 
of  old  school  inspired  rock  including 
the  Beatles,  Rolling  Stones,  The  Kinks, 
AC/DC,  and  Oasis,  and  catchy  lyrics 
helps  loo. 

"1  think  we  were  always  interested 
in  tracing  the  roots  of  this  music," 
Their  name  even  pays  homage  to 


a Wings  (for  all  those  who  don’t  know, 
they’re  a Paul  McCartney  fronted  band, 
post-Beatles)  song  of  the  same  name. 

"We  wanted  to  look  beyond  the 
60’s  and  70's  and  find  out  where  that 
music  came  from,”  notes  Chris  Cester, 
in  a recent  interview. 

The  band  formed  in  1995  at  St. 
Bede's  school  in  Melbourne.  After  sev- 
eral years  of  making  a name  for  them- 
selves in  and  around  their  hometown, 
Jet  ventured  out  and  released  the  12" 
vinyl  “Dirtysweet"  in  2002.  Their  luck 
changed  in  2003  when  they  recorded 
"Get  Bom"  and  released  two  singles  in 
Australia,  Europe  and  the  US,  “Do  You 
Wanna  Be  My  Girl?"  and  “Last 
Chance". 

Jet  is  currently  touring  in  their  na- 
tive Australia  and  Japan  through  Feb- 
ruary. 


The  Blazer  staff 
will  be  churning 
out  another  intel- 
lectually stimulat- 
ing issue  for  your 
reading  enjoyment 
on  February  25. 
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By  Crys  Wilson 

Ever  want  to  get  inside  the  mind 
of  someone  special-  to  delve  into  their 
inner  psyche  and  figure  out  what  they 
REALLY  think  and  feel? 

With  their  books  aptly  titled 
Kokology  and  Kokology  2,  authors 
Tadahiko  Nagao  and  Isamu  Saito  make 
it  possible. 

They  put  the  reader  in  a game  of 
simple  hypothetical  situations  that  are 
designed  to  manifest  subconscious 
thought. 

At  the  end  of  each  situation,  the 
reader  is  asked  to  respond.  They  must 
answer  the  very  first  thing  that  pops 
into  their  mind,  never  try  to  predict  what 
the  scenarios  are  REALLY  about,  be 
honest  and  keep  an  open  mind. 

The  way  the  reader  responds  to 
the  scenarios  suggests  their  true  feel- 
ings about  a large  gamut  of  issues  such 
as  sex,  family,  love,  work,  career,  friends, 
enemies,  self  and  more. 

These  revelations  of  hidden 
thoughts  and  feelings  are  what  the 


m 

.*.'4 
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authors  call  Kokology. 

Consider  this  example  taken  from 
Kokology  2: 

“You  are  a novice  trying  your  first 
round  of  golf.  It  hasn’t  been  pretty,  but 
with  some  determination  and  after  a 
little  timely  encouragement  from  your 
partner,  you  finally  manage  to  sink  the 
ball  in  the  18th  hole.  How  do  you  feel 
now  that  you  have  completed  the 


course?" 

If  the  reader  follows  the  parameters 
of  not  putting  too  much  thought  into  it 
and  being  open  and  honest,  the  re- 
sponse they  give  will  supposedly  echo 
the  emotions  they  felt  or  will  feel  after 
their  first  sexual  encounter. 

Discovering  hidden  feelings  about 
sexuality  and  other  issues  is  not  all 
there  is  to  kokology. 

According  to  co-author  Professor 
Isamu  Saito,  the  books  are  intended  to 
“generate  conversation  and  promote 
understanding,  to  help  develop  and 
deepen  personal  relationships,  to  spur 
the  intellect  and  stir  the  imagination 
[and]  by  revealing  how  much  just  how 
much  we  share,  show  that  none  of  us 
is  alone.” 

In  this  reader's  experience,  they 
succeed  in  doing  all  of  those  things. 
It’s  not  surprising  to  me  that  they  have 
sold  more  than  four  million  copies  in 
Japan. 

They  are  easy  to  read,  humorous 
and  lots  of  fun.  In  fact,  laughter 


abounded  when  I gathered  with  a large 
circle  of  friends  and  participated  in  the 
aforementioned  hypothetical. 

With  answers  like,  “It  takes  for- 
ever and  it  gets  too  hot”  and  “I 
wouldn’t  waste  my  time  doing  THAT 
again!"  we  found  ourselves  often  times 
laughing  hysterically. 

Although  we  did  not  always  agree 
with  the  psychological  innuendos, 
much  of  the  time  they  were  on  target. 
Regardless  of  the  outcome  of  the 
hypothetical,  we  had  fun  and  also  got 
into  some  really  interesting  conversa- 
tions. 

Kokology  and  Kokology  2 are 
great  for  book  buffs  who  are  looking 
for  something  entertaining  and  unique 
to  do  on  Valentine’s  Day  with  their 
sweetheart,  friends  or  family  or  for 
people  who  just  want  to  do  some  self- 
exploration. 

They  can  be  found  in  the  psycho- 
logical reading  section  and  arc  sure  to 
bring  fun  and  conversation  not  just  to 
this  Valentine's  Day,  but  to  every  day. 


Horoscopes 

Aries 

You  will  invent  a new  color 
spectrum  after  getting  bitten  by  a 
horsefly. 

Taurus 

When  your  grandparents  come  to 
visit  next  week,  they  will  reveal  a 
mysterious  family  secret  that  will 
change  your  life. 

Gemini 

Today  someone  will  win  the 
lottery.  Unfortunately,  that 
someone  won't  be  you. 

Cancer 

Sailors  from  the  Baltic  region  are 
appearing  in  your  dreams.  This 
has  no  significance  whatsoever. 

Leo 

Hugo  the  killer  hamburger  will  go 
on  a rampage,  leaving  the  butcher 
section  of  your  supermarket  in 
shambles. 


Kokology  explores  the  subconscience  mind 
through  a variety  of  rhetorical  situations 
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Where  Dreoms  Find  Direction  WWW.robertmorris.edu 


Adult  Bachelor  Degree  Completion 
Concentration: 

• Management 

Call  Robert  Morris  College  Todayl 

815.467.1737 


Robert  Morrit  College  it  accredited  by  the  Higher  learning  Commitvon  and  is  a member  of  the  North  Control  Atiooahon 
(30  North  loSalle  Street,  Suite  2400,  Chicogo,  iNinois  60602,  (312)  263-0456)  


Virgo 

A disturbed  co-worker  is  plotting 
your  demise.  Beware  of  muffled 
conversations  and  malicious 
glares. 

Libra 

Your  closeted  addiction  to  freeze 
dried  gorilla  elbows  is  about  to  be 
exposed,  but  it’s  nothing  to  be 
. ashamed  of. 

Scorpio 

Your  community  will  be 
quarantined  this  month  due  to  a 
sudden  outbreak  of  chicken  pox. 

Sagittarius 

Angry  waffles  will  chase  you 
down  in  a backstreet  alley  and  rob 
you  of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness. 

Capricorn 

Thumb  tacks  are  the  best  . 
listeners.  Just  draw  little  faces  on 
them  and  tell  them  all  your 
troubles. 

Aquarius 

You  should  really  stop  feeding 
your  goldfish  radioactive  squid 
shavings.  If  you  want  him  to  glow 
in  the  dark,  buy  a black  light. 

Pisces 


An  avid  collector  of  fifteenth 
century  shoelaces  and  colonial 
wigs  will  enter  your  life  and  alter 
your  perceptions  of  reality. 
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Top  10  of  ‘03  include  ‘Lord  of  the  Rings’  conclusion,  ‘Big  Fish’ 

‘Bad  Boys  II’  is  all  flash,  no  cash;  ‘Matrix’  sequels  leave  more  questions  than  answers 


Viggo  Mortensen  as  Aragum,  in  Return  of  the  King,  leaves  audiences  spellbound  in  the 
exciting  conclusion  to  the  Lord  of  the  Rings  trillogy 

Photo  courtesy  of  New  Line  Cinema 


Well,  my  friends,  2003  has  come 
lo  an  end.  So,  without  further  ado,  let 
us  strap  ourselves  in  and  return  our 
trays  to  the  upright  and  locked  posi- 
tion cause  we’re  gonna  hit  some 
bumpy  spots.  Deep  breath?  Okay,  here 
goes  nothing! 

The  Best 

1 . The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  The  Re- 
turn of  the  King-  This  is  the  cinematic 
epic  of  our  time.  And  the  greatest  film 
trilogy  EVER ! (Next  to  Star  Wars,  that 
is!)  Return  of  the  King  is  the  master- 
piece of  a conclusion  that  tops  all  olh- 

Spectacular  special  effects  backed 
by  tremendous  direction  by  Peter  Jack- 
son  and  flawless  performances,  par- 
ticularly from  Viggo  Mortensen  as  the 
man-who-would-be-king  Aragom  and 
Sean  Astin  as  everyone’s  go-to  hobbit 
Samwise  Gamgee.  Return  of  the  King 
is  THE  film  to  beat  come  Oscar  time ! 

2.  Mystic  River-  Powerful,  emo- 
tional and  depressing  as  hell.  Mystic 
River  gives  us  the  single  best  dramatic 
performance  of  the  year:  Sean  Penn. 
He  certainly  has  come  a long  way  from 
Fast  Times  at  Ridgemont  High  and 
proven  himself  as  the  new  Brando,  a 
method  actor  to  the  end. 

Penn  conveys  emotion  and  heart- 
.break  as  his  daughter  is  murdered. 
Equally  brilliant  is  Tim  Robbins,  the 
suspected  killer.  I will  stop  there,  for 
the  plot  and  twist  ending  (ala  Se7en) 
is  the  best  part.  This  is  thanks  in  part 
to  the  marvelous  directing  by  Clint 
Eastwood,  who  gives  us  an  excellent 
adaptation  to  Dennis  Lehane. 

3.  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean:  The 
Curse  of  the  Black  Pearl-  The  most  en- 
tertaining film  in  quite  some  time,  Pi- 
rates was  anchored  by  one  thing: 
Johnny  Depp.  His  Keith  Richards-fu- 
eled performance  of  pirate  Jack  Spar- 
row (Oops!  Captain  Jack  Sparrow) 
made  this  the  summer  blockbuster  of 
2003.  Action,  romance  and  comedy 
combined  with  great,  seamless  special 
effects  (pirates  walking  in  and  out  of 
moonlight  blew  me  away!). 

The  smart  casting  also  included 
Geoffrey  Rush  (in  a particularly  under- 
rated performance),  Orlando  "Lcgolas" 
Bloom, and  my  NEW  future  wife  Keira 
Knightley.  For  a film  based  on  a theme- 
park  attraction,  this  surprise  hit  was 
box  office  gold  even  before  reaching 
the  $300  million  mark. 

4.  Big  Fish-  Tim  Burton  is  one  of 
our  greatest  living  directors,  and  Big 
Fish  only  enhances  his  status  as  bril- 
liant visionary  of  cinema. 

Wonderful  sets,  an  equally  won- 
derful and  complimentary  score  by 
constant  Burton  collaborator  Danny 
Elfman,  and  impressive  and  entertain- 
ing performances  by  all — what  more 
could  you  ask  for  in  a movie? 

Ewan  McGregor  and  Albert 
Finney  deliver  especially  touching  per- 
formances as  the  younger  and  older 
versions,  respectively,  of  Ed  Bloom,  a 
man  who  has  spent  his  life  telling  tall 


tales  to  his  skeptical  son.  Now  the  son 
wants  to  know  the  truth  when  his  fa- 
ther is  on  his  death  bed.  The  director 
did  this  in  loving  memory  of  his  old 
man,  who  passed  away  a short  time  ago. 
Almost  reminiscent  of  Burton’s  experi- 
ence, Big  Fish  is  the  heartfelt  (and  tear- 
inducing)  film  of 2003. 

5.  Lost  in  Translation-  The  single 
best  performance  by  Bill  Murray  ever! 
Murray  has  come  a long  way  from  SNL 
and  Ghostbusters  by  proving  he  is  a 
great  dramatic  actor  that  can  convey 
subtle  comedic  undertones.  He  will  win 
the  Academy  Award  for  Best  Actor  (a 
slight  edge  over  Sean  Penn,  in  my  opin- 
ion), based  on  the  fact  that  he  gave  a 
hell  of  a performance — one  of  a life- 
time— and  a little  because  he  was 
passed  over  for  his  sheer  brilliant  per- 
formance in  Rushmore. 

Newcomer  Scarlett  Johannson  is 
bright  and  resplendent  as  well.  Finally, 
three  cheers  for  Sofia  Coppola  for  her 
wonderful,  fresh  screenplay  and  direct- 
ing style.  She  has  big  shoes  to  fill  (her 
dad  is  Godfather  director  Francis  Ford 
Coppola),  but  she  seems  to  be  walking 
great  in  them. 

6.  Kill  Bill:  Volume  1-  Bloody  com- 
edy, bloody  drama,  bloody  action,  and 
just  plain  bloody.  The  fourth  film  by 
Quentin  Tarantino  (actually  one  film 
split  in  two)  is  an  amazing  homage  to 
the  kung  fu  action  movies  form  China 
and  Japan  that  has  Uma  Thurman  sim- 
ply as  "The  Bride."  And  she  kicks  all 
forms  of  ass. 

Thurman  is  great,  displaying 
strong  female  qualities,  such  as  stand- 
ing up  to  the  man  who  wanted  her 
killed — on  her  wedding  day! 

Speaking  of  Bill.  David  Carradine 
gives  a great,  supporting  performance, 
even  though  we  just  see  his  hand  and 
hear  his  voice — we  never  see  his  face! 
Great  action  sequences  and  memorable 
one-liners,  Kill  Bill:  Volume  1 is  bloody 
fantastic!  Bring  on  Volume  2! 

7.  Finding  Nemo-  Slick,  smooth 
computer  animation  and  a smart  cast 
of  character  voices.  Nemo  is  one  that 
can  be  watched  by  the  kids,  the  par- 
ents, or  all  of  the  above.  Both  Ellen 
Degeneres  and  Albert  Brooks  are  hi- 
larious in  a thoroughly  smartabout  a 
father  clown  fish  from  the  ocean  search- 
ing for  his  lost  son  (hence  the  title), 
who  was  taken  lo  be  put  in  a fish  tank 
in  the  big  city.  Gut-wrenching  laughs 
will  ensue  upon  viewing  this  animated 
masterpiece. 


8.  The  Rundown-  The  Rock  has 
arrived  in  Hollywood  in  exceptional 
style  with  this  buddy  action/comedy 
flick.  Smart  dialogue  and  great  perfor- 
mances by  Rock,  Seann  William  Scott 
(who  all  but  throws  away  his  Stifler  im- 
age). and  Rosario  Dawson  are  reasons 
to  rank  this  movie  up  with  48  Hours, 
and  Lethal  Weapon.  An  especially  hi- 
larious performance  by  Christopher 
Walken  keeps  the  film  going. 

9.  Hulk-  Sure,  it  took  45  minutes  to 
finally  get  into  the  “Hulk  smash!” 
parts,  but  that's  because  you  forgot 
who  directed  it:  Ang  Lee,  who  directed 
Crouching  Tiger,  Hidden  Dragon,  al- 
lowed the  special  effects  to  take  a back 
scat  to  the  establishment  of  the  story, 
giving  this  an  edge  on  other  superhero 
movies. 

Eric  Bana  does  well  with  the  de- 
cent screenplay,  as  does  Jennifer 
Connelly.  However,  Nick  Nolte  just 


creeps  me  out  as  Bruce  Banner’s 
whacked  up,  hermit-like  father  David, 
who  holds  the  secret  to  the  green  fury. 

10.  Underworld-  Certainly  no  Citi- 
zen Kane,  but  the  Bram  Stoker-style 
Romeo  and  Juliet  storyline  is  great  fun. 
Kate  Beckinsale  is  gorgeous  as  Selene, 
a vampire  who  is  charged  with  hunting 
the  lycan — werewolves — except  she 
falls  in  love  with  a human  who  coinci- 
dentally has  been  bitten  by  a werewolf. 
And  she  looks  better  in  leather  than 
Trinity  ever  did! 

The  Worst 

1.  Bad  Boys  II-  Just  one  big,  bor- 
ing car  chase  that  isn’t  even  thrilling. 
It's  more  like  an  annoying  ride  with  your 
family  while  they  shoot  at  the  other 
minivans  who  try  to  cut  them  off. 
Avoidable  and  unnecessary. 

2.  The  Matrix:  Revolutions-  Boring 
and  nothing  but  a snoozefest.  If  you 
don't  believe  me,  look  at  the  box  office 
take  so  far:  barely  over  $140  million. 
Puny,  considering  that  this  was  the  most 
hyped  movie  of  the  year  after  Reloaded. 
The  only  decent  thing  to  come  out  of  it 
was  Hugo  Weaving  as  Agent  Smith(s). 
Otherwise,  to  hell  with  this.  Take  the 
blue  pill.  Return  to  reality. 


3.  The  League  of  Extraordinary 
Gentlemen-  Not  so  much  a bad  movie 
as  a great  disappointment  to  me.  I 
looked  forward  to  this  film,  due  to  two 
things:  a genius  concept  and  Sean 
Connery. 

However,  while  the  idea  was  still 
good,  Connery  seemed  to  just  be  there 
for  a paycheck.  Fortunately,  some 
good  stuff  came  out  of  this.  Peta  Wil- 
son was  fairly  sexy  when  she  was  rip- 
ping into  people’s  throats  as  one  of 
Dracula’s  vampire  brides.  The  Dr. 
Jekyll/Mr.  Hyde  stuff — both  acting 
and  CG  imagery — were  particularly 
enjoyable.  Ditto  for  the  special  effects. 
Otherwise,  this  is  one  to  rent,  not  buy. 

4.  Charlie’s  Angels:  Full  Throttle- 
Like  Bad  Boys  II,  this  sequel  was  all 
flash,  no  cash!  The  only  purpose  it 
served  was  new  fantasy  material  for 
all  the  male  teenagers  in  America.  Sure, 
Demi  Moore  looks  good  for  a 40-some- 
thing year  old,  but  she  also  looked 
good  in  Striptease.  ‘Nough  said! 

5.  The  Matrix:  Reloaded-  Now,  I 
know  what  you’re  thinking:  "What 
was  so  bad  about  this  one?”  Well,  I 
am  simply  putting  it  on  here  for  my 
fellow  geekdomites  who  were  no  more 
than  victims  of  the  hype. 


Neo  beckons  people  to  love  him  and  forget  about  how  bad  and  hard  the  red  pill  was  to 
swallow. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Warner  Brothers 
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Improve  yourself,  improve  your  career  outlook-  lit  real!)'  that  simple.  Open  the 
door  to  n better  llle  with  a chII  to  National-Lnuis  Unrreraty.  You'll  find  out  about  out 
very  special  learning  environment  with  leaching  centered  around  you.  You  can  choose 
from  a variety  of  undergraduate  degrees,  each  one  a tribute  to  our  1 17-year  history. 


And  you'll  benefit  from: 

▲ Small  dais  sires:  have  20  or  fewer  students.  Ranked  62  by 

VS,  Nrwi  et-  W'nrirJ  Jtrpwr* 

▲ Smallest  average  undergraduate  student  loan  debt:  $8, M0. 
Ranked  W by  VS  News  d-  \>WW  Repm* 

▲ Ctasse*  that  meet  only  one  evening  per  week 

▲ Location*  Hose  to  you 

▲ Faculty  with  extensive  practical  experience 

▲ Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with  firunetd  aid  and 
svbolanh^js  available 


You  may  be  date?  Hum  you  think  lo  luring  your  degree. 
You  owe  it  lo  younclf  lo  lind  out!  Call  1 .888.NLU.TODAY 
or  visit  nlyouxoin. 
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"The  day  I started  taking  advantage 
of  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn®  Program, 
they  took  care  of  everything.  All  the 
fees  and  all  the  books.  I definitely 
recommend  UPS." 

Jacob  Sulwer 

School:  Joliet  Junior  College 
Major:  Electrical  Engineering 
Job:  Part-Time  Supervisor  at  UPS 
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student  F,^I  1(1  College  Financial  Assistance 

Assistance  Package 


Get  as  much  as  $23,000* 
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Junior 


Considering  everything  that  a college  student  has  to  pay 
for,  you  might  want  to  consider  a part-time  job  with  UPS, 
which  provides  a nice  paycheck  and  benefits.  Qualify  for 
our  Earn  and  Learn®  Program,  and  you'll  also  receive 
help  with  your  education-related  expenses. 

To  learn  more  about  Part-Time  Package  Handler 
opportunities  and  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn®  Program 
at  Joliet  Junior  College,  please  contact  Lewis  Strange  at: 

708-387-4884  ext.  5435 


www.upsjobs.com/chicago 

UPS  salutes  Jacob  and  his  intelligent  solution  to 
furthering  his  education. 


Equal  Opportunity  Employer  • 'Program  guidelines  apply 
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Is  (here  a penalty  for  greatness? 
Was  Walter  Payton’s  own  prestige  held 
back  because  he  was  one  of  the  great- 
est player  ever  to  grace  the  field?  No, 
his  skill  was  only  magnified  by  the  Na- 
tional Football  League,  and  the  Chi- 
cago Bears.  However,  in  the  National 
Football  League  assistant  coaches  are 
penalized  for  being  successful. 

This  season  there  were  seven  head 
coaches  replaced  in  the  league.  Some 
coaching  changes  were  needed,  oth- 
ers were  caused  by  underachieving 
players.  But  despite  all  of  these 
changes,  some  qualified  assistance 
never  get  their  opportunity. 

Why  don’t  they  get  their  oppor- 
tunity? The  answer  is  as  simple  as  the 
Texas  two-step — they  are  too  success- 
ful. 

Teams  that  go  deep  into  the  play- 
offs arc  victims  of  there  own  success. 
Most  teams  that  change  head  coaches 
want  to  wipe  the  slate  clean  as  soon  as 
possible  by  erasing  their  embarrassing 
past  and  by  hiring  a new  coach.  That 
happens  even  if  that  coach  is  not  the 
most  qualified,  but  is  the  man  who  is 
most  available  at  that  time.  Therefore 

Super  Bowl 
XXXVIII 
exceeds 
expectations 

Heading  in  to  the  week  before  the 
Super  Bowl,  no  one  expected  a high- 
scoring  offense,  or  even  a good  game. 
The  Carolina  Panthers  were  the  poster 
boys  for  National  Football  Leagues 
parity,  while  the  New  England  Patriots 
were  the  dominant,  yet  generally  un- 
noticed team  that  no  one  gave  a chance 
of  winning  another  Super  Bowl  before 
the  season  started. 

The  bookies  had  the  betting  line 
in  this  game  as  seven  points  in  favor 
of  New  England,  a solid  but  not  over- 
whelming favorite.  However,  it  turned 
out  to  be  one  of  the  most  memorable 
Super  Bowls  in  recent  years. 

The  game  started  off  slow.  In  fact 
no  one  scored  until  the  second  quar- 
ter, and  then  again  until  fourth  quarter. 
This  game  was  set  up  for  us  to  be  a 
humdrum  type  of  football,  but  it  turned 
out  to  be  a last-second  thriller. 

The  game  was  filled  with  excite- 
ment, but  also  shame  for  CBS,  the  sta- 
tion thatV>roadcastcd  the  event.  Dur- 
ing the  halftime  show,  Justin 
Timberlakc  and  Janet  Jackson  were 


many  successful  assistants  never  get 
a fair  chance 

Each  season  there  is  a list  of  the 
“Hot  Assistant  Coaches”  that  the  me- 
dia circulates,  and  each  year  you  have 
names  like  Romeo  Crennel,  Lovie 
Smith,  Charlie  Weis  and  so  forth.  How- 
ever, Crennel,  Weis,  Smith  and  assis- 
tants like  Mike  Heimerdinger  are  vic- 
tims of  there  own  success.  Each  of 
these  coaches  were  on  teams  that  went 
far  into  the  playoffs.  Weis  and  Crennel 
are  offensive  and  defensive  coordina- 
tors, respectively,  for  the  New  England 
Patriots,  while  Smith  is  the  defensive 
coordinator  for  the  St.  Louis  Rams,  and 
Heimerdinger  is  the  offensive  coordi- 
nator for  the  Tennessee  Titans. 

Hiring  new  coaches  now  has 
turned  from  being  simple  into  an  elabo- 
rate dance.  Now  each  team  must  con- 
sider at  least  one  minority  in  the  hiring 
process.  This  is  because  there  is  such 
a short  percentage  of  African  Ameri- 
can coaches  in  league  history.  But  play- 
off bound  coaches  are  never  consid- 
ered for  the  prime  job  opportunities. 

According  to  league  rules,  a team 
cannot  have  contact  with  a coach  dur- 
ing the  playoffs,  so  for  any  team  to 


want  to  interview  these  coaches,  they 
would  need  to  wait  for  their  team  to 
lose.  However,  all  of  the  coaching  jobs 
were  filled  the  week  before  the  Super 
Bowl  was  even  started,  meaning  Weis, 
Heimerdinger  and  Crennel  are  going  to 
have  to  pray  that  the  last  chair  has  not 
been  taken  in  the  game  of  musical  chairs 
known  as  NFL  coaching. 

There  should  be  some  policy  in- 
stilled to  protect  coaches  from  their  own 
success.  There  is  a rule  that  protects 
the  minority  candidates,  why  not  the 
successful  ones? 

They  should  not  allow  teams  to 
hire  or  even  interview  any  coaches, 
outside  their  own  organization  until  the 
Super  Bowl  has  been  played.  It  would 
level  the  field  for  all  the  candidates; 
however,  it  would  make  the  search 
harder  on  the  general  managers,  like 
Jenry  Angelo,  who  take  their  sweet  time 
with  the  search. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  African 
American  coaches  are  not  few  and  far 
between  in  the  NFL,  and  the  league 
does  need  more.  But  the  real  minority 
is  the  successful  coach  who  doesn’t 
get  the  opportunity  to  interview  be- 
cause his  team  is  still  playing. 


The  Patriots  celebrate  tlieir  second  victory  i 
alike.  Adam  Vmatieri  solidified  their  win  by 
seconds  left. 

supposed  to  sing  and  dance  together, 
which  ended  up  as  a cheap  strip  show 
when  Jackson’s  breast  was  exposed. 

As  for  the  game,  the  fourth  quar- 
ter was  sheer  magic.  We  have  not  had 
such  a dramatic  Super  Bowl  since  XXV, 
with  the  New  York  Giants  prevailing 
over  the  Buffalo  Bills  by  the  final  score 
of  20  to  19. 

This  year’s  game  of  games  was  too 
marvelous  for  words.  It  proved  not 
only  that  any  team  has  a shot  at  being 
a Super  Bowl  contender,  but  that  it 
takes  a whole  team  to  win  the  Super 
Bowl.  Note,  the  Panthers  were  just  1- 
1 5 two  years  ago. 

The  game  was  a grudge  match  the 
whole  time.  The  Patriots  held  the  Pan- 
thers best  player,  running  back  Stephan 
Davis,  to  49  yards  on  13  tries.  With  no 
running  game,  it  was  left  to  Panthers’ 


three  years,  surprising  fans  and  critics 
kicking  the  winning  field  goal  with  three 
Photo  courtesy  of  NFL.cor 
QB  Jake  Delhomme  to  win  it  all,  and  he 
almost  did  it. 

The  outcome  of  the  grudge  match 
rested  on  the  foot  of  clutch  kicker 
Adam  Vinatieri,  whose  solid  perfor- 
mance throughout  his  career  in  New 
England  has  always  been  automatic. 

Despite  having  missed  his  first 
two  attempts  on  Sunday,  Vinatieri 
stepped  calmly  behind  his  holder  and 
kicked  the  ball  through  the  middle  of 
the  uprights,  putting  the  Patriots  ahead 
with  only  three  seconds  left  on  the 
clock. 

Following  a well-covered  kickoff, 
the  New  England  Patriots  were  Super 
Bowl  champs  for  the  second  tin 
three  years. 

Not  bad  for  a group  of  overachiev- 
ing,  no-name  players.  Not  bad  at  all. 


Lavell  Richardson,  a freshman  forward  from  Hales 
Franciscan,  is  starting  to  come  into  his  own.  Richardson 
has  been  shooting  lights-out  lately. 

He  completely  dominated  Rock  Valley  in  a game  that 
star  center  Michal  Vavrek  sat  out  with  a sprained  ankle. 
But  on  a team  where  offense  comes  like  rain  in  spring,  his 
defense  has  been  his  best  quality. 

Richardson  plays  a gritty  style  defense  and  is  one  of 
the  team’s  best  rebounders.  He  has  had  four  or  more  re- 
bounds in  1 3 of  his  21  games. 


Athlete  of 
the  Issue 


Wolves  men’s  basketball 
satiates  sports  fans’  needs 


The  JJC  men’s  basketball  program 
is  always  dominating,  and  this  year  is 
no  different. 

With  an  overall  record  of  23-2  and 
5-0  in  the  N4C,  as  of  Feb.  2,  and  a rank- 
ing of  number  5 by  the  NJCAA,  the 
Wolves  seem  unstoppable  and  des- 
tined for  great  things. 

Since  the  Chicago  Bulls  show  no 
signs  of  competitiveness,  local  basket- 
ball fans  have  turned  to  the  Wolves 
for  entertainment.  That  is  a good  thing, 
too,  because  the  Wolves  are  currently 
riding  a 1 3-game  winning  streak.  Their 
last  loss  was  on  Dec.  12,  versus  Co- 
lumbus State  Community  College. 

The  Wolves  are  becoming  un- 
stoppable; in  recent  times,  no  team  they 
have  come  up  against  has  been  able  to 
match  their  skills  and  the  team’s  ability 
to  play  as  a whole. 

The  team's  greatest  strength  has 
to  be  its  ability  to  play  as  a whole,  to 
play  unselfishly.  Each  game  produces 
a new  hero,  a different  player  that  leads 
the  team  in  points  or  assists. 

That  was  evidenced  in  the  Jan.  24 
Rock  Valley  game.  That  game  was  a 
cakewalk  for  our  dominating  franchise. 


although  the  score  is  not  the  true  indi- 
cation of  how  the  game  really  was.  The 
final  score  was  Wolves  90,  Rock  Valley 
College  72. 

The  game  was  really  competitive 
until  the  final  eight  minutes,  then  Rock 
Valley  just  collapsed,  letting  the 
Wolves  manhandle  them.  The  leading 
scorers  were  freshman  forward  Lavell 
Richardson,  with  22  points,  and  sopho- 
more guards  David  Gullett  and  Troy 
Shanks,  with  18  and  17,  respectively. 

In  the  William  Rainey  Harper  Col- 
lege game  on  Jan.  15,  the  Wolves  en- 
gaged themselves  in  a tough  victory 
over  the  Hawks.  The  final  score  shows 
how  dramatic  the  game  was,  with  a long 
and  hard  fought  victory  over  the 
Hawks,  96-90. 

On  another  note,  sophomore  Earl 
Hughes  is  no  longer  on  the  team.  He 
has  become  academically  ineligible  and 
has  dropped  out  of  school. 

The  loss  of  Hughes,  who  coming 
into  the  season  was  arguably  one  of 
the  Wolves’  best  players,  will  force  the 
team  to  become  even  more  dependent 
on  each  other.  Everyone  will  have  to 
play  that  much  harder. 


Graffiti  targets  campus  minorities 


“ Students  should  assume 
responsibility  for  their  community. 
They  should  do  everything  they  can  to 
make  the  college  a better  place  and 
show  respect  for  one  another.  ” 

- Dr.  Alan  Hardersen, 

VP  of  Student  Services 


By  Brian  Delaney 

In  recent  weeks,  Joliet  Junior 
College's  diverse  community  has  been 
forced  to  cope  with  vandals  inscribing 
messages  of  hate  on  various  posters  and 
flyers.  In  each  of  the  incidents,  various 
minority  groups  have  been  targeted  in  the 

Although  no  specific  person  or 
group  on  campus  was  threatened,  post- 
ers for  the  Black  Student  Union  and  the 
Gay-Straight  Alliance  were  defaced. 

The  first  incident  occurred  during  the 
Martin  Luther  King  celebration  week  in 
January.  A large  banner  commemorating 
MLK,  located  on  the  bridge  near  the 
Project  Achieve  office  was  the  first  one 
marred  in  a series  of  acts  of  vandalism.  In 

that  case,  someone  wrote  "Happy  N 

Day!”  on  the  poster  while  it  was  on  dis- 
play. 

In  a recent  interview,  Latasha  Traylor, 
president  of  the  Black  Student  Union,  said 
that  people  "need  to  understand”  what 


that  word  means  before  they  use  it. 
She  said  that  whoever  used  it  this  time 
displayed  their  ignorance. 

‘The  Black  student  union  is  not 
just  for  black  people,  it's  for  every- 
body,” she  added. 

Kate  Lopez-Gilmore,  an  assistant 
professor  in  Project  Achieve,  said  she 
feels  there  have  been  a lot  more  prob- 
lems this  semester  in  regards  to  van- 
dalism. Her  office  is  located  within 
the  Project  Achieve  area. 


She  said  that  in  all  of  the  years 
that  the  Martin  Luther  King  poster 
has  been  on  display,  this  was  the  first 
time  someone  had  defaced  it.  Lopez- 
Gilmore,  who  is  also  the  co-adviser 
for  Gay  Straight  Alliance,  said  that 
those  who  vandalize  signs  are  going 
well  beyond  just  expressing  their 
opinion. 

The  next  incident  took  place  dur- 
ing the  Main  Street  event  on  cam- 
pus. Beth  Dougherty,  president  of 


the  Gay-Straight  Alliance,  discovered 
that  a sign  at  the  table  for  the  GS  A had 
been  defaced.  She  removed  the  sign 
immediately  and  reported  it  to  the  cam- 
pus police. 

Containing  anti-gay  sentiment  and 
biblical  scripture,  the  defaced  sign  con- 
tained the  phrase,  "Homosexuality  is 
an  abomination  to  the  Lord.  Remem- 
ber Sodom  + Gomorrah.  Jesus  came  to 
set  men  free  from  sin!  Read  Romans 
10:9/’ 

A second  occurrence  of  vandal- 
ism was  reported  to  the  police  on  Feb. 
1 3,  and  involved  a flyer  advertising  the 
GSA  Sexual  Responsibility  Week  that 
was  posted  in  the  men’s  bathroom. 
Someone  had  written  the  words  “F — 
fags”on  the  poster. 

Dr.  Jason  Fichtel,  the  co-advisor 
for  the  GSA,  said  that  member  of  the 
college  community  should  not  stand 
for  such  behavior.  Fichtel  said  the  Gay 
Straight  Alliance  plans  to  have  more 


presentations,  promotions,  and  guest 
speakers  to  promote  a better  under- 
standing of  the  purpose  of  the  GSA. 

"The  GSA  welcomes  everyone  to 
come  with  questions  they  have.  The 
best  we  can  do  as  a club  is  to  have 
better  awareness,  and  to  educate  and 
inform  everyone,"  said  Fichtel. 

Although  both  of  the  groups  tar- 
geted celebrate  their  own  culture,  both 
arc  united  in  spreading  their  message 
of  hope,  not  hate. 

Anissa  Jones,  director  of  student 
activities,  stressed  that  education  is  the 
most  important  clement  to  prevent 
people’s  misunderstandings  of  cul- 
tures different  from  their  own, 

"It’s  difficult  to  change  people’s 
hearts  and  minds,”  said  Jones. 

Jones  believes  that  students 
should  work  together  to  pass  on  help- 
ful information  to  one  another  in  an 
effort  to  lessen  culture  barriers  within 
the  campus. 

See  Graffiti  on  page  7 

Student  - 
Government 
leader  resigns 

By  Brian  Delaney 

When  former  Student  Government 
President  Don  Terry  resigned  Inst 
month,  questions  remained  about  why 
he  decided  to  step  down. 

In  a recent  interview  Terry  tried  to 
shine  some  light  on  his  decision  to  re- 
sign as  president  on  Jan.  29. 

Terry,  who  has  been  involved  with 
student  government  for  the  past  two 
and  half  years,  said  he  believed  his 
reputation  was  damaged  because  of 
comments  made  about  him  by  the  JJC 
student  trustee,  Drew  Duzinskas.  He 
cited  that  as  the  predominant  reason 
he  resigned  from  his  position. 

Terry  stated  that  Duzinskas  made 
“slanderous"  comments  to  several 
people  about  his  health,  and  he  felt 
those  coihmcnts  would  make  his  role 
as  president  more  difficult. 

"Drew  Duzinskas  made  slander- 
ous remarks  to  students,  staff,  and 
alumni,"  said  Terry. 

Duzinskas  did  not  deny  that  he 
openly  speculated  about  Terry’s 
health,  but  said  he  did  not  have  a mali- 
cious intent. 

“I’m  sorry  that  Don  Terry  feels  that 
the  comments  I made  were  slanderous. 
I only  made  them  out  of  concern  for 
student  government,"  said  Duzinskas. 

Duzinskas  also  added  that  Tcny 
never  cited  the  remarks  as  the  reason 
for  resigning.  Additionally,  Duzinskas 
said  that  he  thought  Terry’s  resigna- 
tion was  more  about  a communication 
problem  within  student  government. 

When  Duzinskas  was  asked  if  he 
was  involved  in  any  code  of  conduct 
hearing  because  of  the  remarks,  he  said 
that  he  preferred  not  to  comment. 

Patty  Fine,  dean  of  student  devel- 
opment. also  said  she  was  unable  to 
discuss  the  matter. 

"As  a rule.  I cannot  confirm  nor 
deny  any  questions  regarding  any  stu- 
dent allegations  or  conduct  proceed- 
ings,” Fine  said. 

Michelle  Lorenzen  is  acting  as  the 
interim  student  government  president. 
She  was  serving  as  vice  president  be- 
fore Terry’s  resignation. 


Wildlife  visits  JJC  campus 


n the  wildlife  area  outside  of  the  JJC  Fitness  Center. 


Photo  by  Brian  Delaney 


CORRECTION: 


At  the  Martin  Luther  King 
Convocation  on  Jan.  23, 
Yolanda  Isaacs,  directory  of 
Minority  Student  Affairs,  was 
the  first  speaker. 

JJC  President  J.D.  Ross, 
welcomed  the  crowd  to  the 
convocation. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Quarles 
of  Bolingbrook  also  spoke  to 
the  gathering. 

The  event  was  coordinated 
by  the  Office  of  Student  Activi- 
ties. 


Speech  team  wins  awards; 
College  Bowl  competes  in  Ind. 


Speech  team  members  Kevin 
Schaefer  and  Jen  Arbogast  repre- 
sented JJC  at  the  Harper  Hawk  Tour- 
nament at  William  Rainey  Harper  Col- 
lege on  Feb.  20  and  2 1 . Over  300  stu- 
dents from  18  schools  (both  2-year 
and  4-year)  participated  in  the  com- 
petition. Kevin  Schaefer  won  a 6th 
place  award  for  his  Prose  Interpreta- 
tion. 

The  next  competition  will  be  the 
Illinois  Intercollegiate  Forensics  As- 
sociation competition  on  March  5 and 
6 at  ICC  in  Peoria. 

The  JJC  College  Bowl  Team  com- 
peted in  the  Region  9 College  Bowl 
Tournament  against  several  four  year 


institutions.  The  competition  was 
held  on  Feb.  2 1 at  IUPUI  in  Indianapo- 
lis. 

JJC  won  one  match,  150  to  135 
against  IUPUI,  but  lost  to  Valparaiso 
by  only  10  points  and  to  Rose- 
Hulman,  the  winner  of  Region  9 this 
year,  by  a score  of  200  to  160. 

JJC  will  compete  again  on  Fri- 
day, April  2 at  JJC  against  Prairie  Stale 
College  and  Moraine  Valley  Commu- 
nity College  in  T- 1001  at  2:00  p.m.  That 
tournament  will  determine  who  will 
go  on  to  the  state  competition  for 
community  college  teams. 

I Information  courtesy  of  Bobelle 
Wolesensky  and  Bill  Yarrow) 


English  Dept,  adjunct 
dies  following  illness 

Jacqueline  E.  Marco  (nee 
Takacs),  68.  a long-time  adjunct  in 
the  English  Department,  passed 
away  Tuesday,  Feb.  1 7.  at  Provena 
Saint  Joseph  Medical  Center. 

A lifetime  Joliet  resident,  she 
taught  at  St.  Francis  Academy  and 
Chaney-Monge  Junior  High  in  Crest 
Hill  before  coming  to  JJC  10  years 
ago. 

She  was  treasurer  of  the  Joliet 
Catholic  Women's  League  and  a 
member  of  the  Joliet  Moose  Club 
Mid  UNICO. 

She  is  survived  by  her  daugh- 
ter, Lauri  (Mike)  Bank  of  Joliet; 
brother.  Teny  (Dorothy)  Takacs  of 
Plainfield;  and  three  grandchildren. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Why  can’t  we  all 
just  get  along? 

“ Nothing  in  the  world  is  more  dangerous  than  sin- 
cere ignorance  and  conscientious  stupidity.  ” 

— Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

Some  things  never  cease  to  be  appalling,  no  matter  how  many 
times  we  encounter  them.  Recently,  our  campus  has  been  marred 
by  several  hate-fueled  acts  of  vandalism  and  ignorance,  as  you 
can  read  about  in  our  cover  story. 

When  things  like  this  happen,  questions  loom  in  all  our  minds. 
What  drives  people  to  express  themselves  in  this  way?  Why  do 
such  ignorant  and  intolerant  attitudes  still  exist  in  our  supposed 
"age  of  enlightenment"?  What  can  we  do  to  counter  these  atti- 
tudes? 

No  doubt  the  authors  of  the  oh-so-profound  statements 
scrawled  across  the  Martin  Luther  King  display  and  the  Gay- 
Straight  Alliance  posters  would  claim  their  right  to  free  speech  if 
confronted  about  what  they  wrote.  And  certainly  everyone  has  a 
right  to  an  opinion.  „ 

But  there’s  a certain  degree  of  irony  involved  when  a person 
goes  to  such  lengths  to  express  an  opinion,  only  to  hide  behind  a 
wall  of  anonymity.  Perhaps  a lack  of  substantiation  for  their  be- 
liefs and  opinions  is  the  reason  for  this  cowardly  display.  What- 
ever the  reason,  it’s  unlikely  anyone  will  be  persuaded  by  these 
hateful  sentiments.  The  only  thing  the  anonymous  writers  ac- 
complished was  to  prove  their  own  ignorance,  reminding  us  that 
even  in  an  institution  of  higher  education  there  are  still  some  very 
shamelessly  stupid  people  roaming  around. 

In  the  wake  of  tliis  offensive  string  of  incidents,  we  should  all 
re-examine  our  own  attitudes  and  evaluate  our  level  of  respect 
for  others.  Diversity  and  individuality  contribute  to  the  beauty  of 
the  world.  Sometimes  we  unconsciously  brush  people  aside  just 
because  we  don't  share  the  same  heritage  or  beliefs,  but  this  has 
to  slop.  Instead,  we  should  foster  an  attitude  of  unity  and  toler- 
ance and  learn  to  appreciate  others  for  who  they  are  rather  than 
who  we  think  they  should  be. 

And  maybe  one  of  these  days.  Dr.  King’s  dream  will  come 

true. 
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LETTER  POLICY 

The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign,  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter 
and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for 
space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping 
them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  HouboltRoad 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 

E-mail:  blazermail@jjc.edu 
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Question  of  the  issue 

If  you  could  be  a superhero,  who  would  you  pick? 


** 


“PootieTang. " 


-Chris  Douglas 

Freshman,  Physical  Education 


“Madeline  Albright." 


- Patrice  Sharkey 
Psychology  tecaher 


“Spider-Man." 


Freshman,  Undecided 


“ Mystique  from  X-Men. " 

-Jessica  Runnion 
Freshman,  Journalism 


“Wonder  Woman." 


- Lindsey  Stanton 
Sophomore,  Undecided 


-Brandon  Suddth 
Freshman,  Investment  Banking 

By  Jessica  Runnion 

Yes,  the  same  one  pictured.  She 

also  answers  to  “Mystique” 
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NEWS  BRIEFS 


Guys  and  Dolls 

Tickets  are  now  on  sale  for  the 
Fine  Arts  Department’s  spring  musi- 
cal. Set  against  the  color  of  New  York 
City's  high  lights  and  low  life.  Guys 
and  Dolls  is  an  entertaining  musical 
fable  of  love,  marriage  and  temper- 
ance on  Damon  Runyon's  Broadway. 

Performances  are  Thursday. 
Mar.  4 at  7:30  p.m..  Friday,  Mar.  5. 
and  Saturday.  Mar.  6 at  8 p.tn.,  and  a 
Sunday  matinee  on  Mar.  7,  at  2:30 
p.m.  The  JC  Players  and  Epicurean 
Club  are  sponsoring  a special  din- 
ner theatre  package  for  Friday’s  per- 
formance. Call  extension  2200  for 
more  information. 

Skip  Griparis  Comedy  Show 

Comic  Skip  Griparis  comes  to  JJC 
Fine  Arts  Theatre  on  Saturday, 
March  13.  at  7 p.m.  Ticket  prices  are 
$8  for  students,  seniors  and  JJC  fac- 
ulty and  staff,  and  $12  for  adults. 
Tickets  can  be  purchased  in  the 
Alumni  Office  H-1019  or  call  Kelly 
Myers  at  (8 15)  280-22 18. 

Campus  Conversation  Day 

Tuesday,  March  2.  all  college  of- 
fices will  be  closed  and  day  classes 
will  be  cancelled  for  campus  conver- 
sation day.  Classes  will  resume  at  4:30 


Summer  Registration 

Summer  class  schedules  arrive 
on  campus  February  27  and  regis- 
tration begins  March  9 at  2 p.m.  The 
first  session  of  summer  classes  be- 
gins May  17,  session  two  starting 
June  7 and  the  last  session  begin- 
ning June  28. 

Books  for  the  first  two  sessions 
will  be  available  at  the  bookstore 


starting  April  19.  Please  note  there’s  no 
deferred  payment  plan  or  bookstore 
loan  for  the  summer  sessions  of  classes. 

“Palestinian-Israeli  Conflict” 

Irving  Birkner  of  the  Center  for 
Middle  Eastern  Studies  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  will  present  a lecture 
titled  "Palestinian-Israeli  Conflict’’  on 
Wednesday,  March  3,  from  12:00-2:00 
p.m.  inD-2001. 

All  are  invited  to  attend.  For  fur- 
ther information,  please  contact  Dr. 
Berta  Arias  at  280-2270  or  by  email: 
barias@jjc.edu . 

Trustee  Election/petitions 

Student  trustee  petitions  will  be 
available  from  March  4-15  at  the  OS  A 
offices  in  H- 1 0 1 6.  For  mote  information, 
contact  Anissa  Jones  at  280-2755. 

Service  Recognition 
Celebration 

JJC’s  Annual  Service  Recognition 
Celebration  will  be  Wednesday,  Feb.  25, 
at2p.m.  inroomT-1000.  Thecventwill 
honor  all  Service  Award  Recipients, 
Retirees,  and  'RICH  In  Quality”  annual 
drawing  winners  from  2003. 

Men  of  Color  Tribute 

Project  Achieve  is  hosting  its  an- 
nual Tribute  to  Men  of  Color  on  Friday, 
Feb.  27.  at  10  a.m.  on  the  Bridge 

Health  Care  Manager 

Manager  of  Health  Care  Continu- 
ing Education,  Cathy  Schley,  has  been 
selected  to  review  questions  for  the  Il- 
linois State  Nurse  Assistant  state  exam. 
She  was  also  selected  to  serve  on  the 
Illinois  State  Nurse  Aid  Advisory  Board. 


Relationship  Forum 

To  celebrate  Black  History 
Month,  the  Black  Student  Union  pre- 
sents a relationship  forum  and  “The 
State  of  the  Black  Family."  on  Thurs- 
day, Feb.  26,  at  12:15  p.m.  on  the 
bridge.  Guest  speaker  is  Rev.  Stacey 
Edwards,  an  Associate  Pastor/ 
Singles  Minister  at  Trinity  United 
Church  of  Christ  in  Chicago.  For 
more  information,  call  Mildred  at  280- 
2357. 

Peace  Rally 

The  Peace  Rally  Committee  will 
be  having  meetings  on  Thursday  at 
2:00  p.m.  at  the  OSA  table.  Those  in- 
terested in  participating  should  con- 
tact Drew  Duzinskas 

Ash  Wednesday 

A prayer  service  for  Ash 
Wednesday  will  be  held  on  Feb.  25, 
at  noon  in  the  Plunctarium. 

Annual  Pow  Wow 

JJC  will  be  presenting  its  8th 
Annual  Woodland  Reunion  Tradi- 
tional Pow  Wow  on  Saturday.  March 
1 3 and  is  sponsored  by  the  JJC  Na- 
tive American  Club,  Office  of  Student 
Services  and  Activities  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  American  Indian  Cen- 
ter of  Chicago. 

Hours  are  from  noon  to  9 p.m. 
and  include  Native  American  danc- 
ing, music,  along  with  a variety  of 
vendors  exhibiting  and  selling  their 
crafts.  Native  American  food  will  also 
be  available  in  the  cafeteria  from 
noon  to  6 p.m.  Admission  is  S5  for 
adults  and  $3  for  seniors,  students 
(children  under  6 are  free). 

For  more  information,  please 
contact  Fred  Harris,  at  8 1 5-280-2566. 
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THE  CENTER.  FOR.  REPRODUCTIVE  HEALTH 
IS  LOOKING  FOR.  WOMEN  WHO  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  GIVING  THE 

“GIFT  OF  LIFE” 

TO  PATIENTS  EXPERJENCING  INFERTILITY. 


IF  YOU  ARE  A WOMAN  WHO: 

O IS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  OF  21-32  YEARS  OLD? 

5 IS  A NON-SMOKER  ? 

2 HAS  REGULAR  MENSES  ? 

YOU  MAY  BE  ELIGIBLE  TO  BE  COMPENSATED  FOR  YOUR  GIFT. 


YOU  MAY  CONTACT  US  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  BY: 

PHONE:  MS.  RONA  HUNTER,  RN  @ 

1 -€30-262-9980 
OR 

EMAIL:  CRHJOLIET@ATTGLOBAL.NET 


Center  lor  Reproductive  Health  SC 

Joliet  IVF,  LLC 


2246 Weber  Rd. 

Cw*t  Hill,  EL 60435 
813-725-4161 


1705SoathSl,Ste.D 
Genera,  IL  60134 
630-262-0980 


www.crhlvf.com 
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FAFSA  workshop  helps  with  forms,  other  questions 
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applicant  will  be  eligible  to  receive  aid. 
In  the  event  that  this  happens  schools 
offer  student  loans,  work  study  pro- 
grams, and  of  course  scholarships  are 
always  available. 

At  JJC  there  is  the  deferred  pay- 
ment plan  where  the  student  pays  half 
of  their  tuition  at  the  required  time  and 
the  rest  six  weeks  after  the  term  has 
started. 

There  are  also  bookstore  loans 
available  at  JJC;  a bookstore  loan  lends 
the  student  up  to  $200  towards  their 
books  that  they  will  pay  back  to  the 
school  during  the.  semester. 

There  are  many  other  ways  to  re- 
ceive aid,  and  a great  place  to  go  for 
this  information  is  the  JJC  financial  aid 
office  in  J- 1045. 

Sitting  right  outside  of  the  office 
is  a very  helpful  pink  book  called  the 
Student  Guide,  which  gives  almost  all 
the  information  a student  or  parent  will 
need  about  financial  aid. 


It  also  answers  many  questions 
about  financial  aid  and  gives  very 
helpful  scholarship  and  FAFSA  infor- 
mation. Also  outside  is  a book  with 
listings  of  scholarships  for  the  2004- 
2005  year. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about 
financial  aid  or  FAFSA  just  contact  the 
JJC  financial  aid  office  at  (815)  280- 
2528,  you  can  go  to  their  financial  aid 
website  at  www.jjc.edu,  or  stop  into 
their  office  in  J- 1 045.  Hours  are  Mon- 
day-Thursday  from  7:30am-7:00pm, 
and  Friday  ffom7:30am-4: 30pm. 

It  does’t  hurt  to  fill  out  a form 
,even  if  you  do  not  think  your  eligible, 
who  knows  you  might  have  money  just 
sitting  there  that  you  do  not  even 
know  about. 

Also  what  scholarships  could  you 
be  missing  out  on  because  of  not  fill- 
ing out  a FAFSA  form.  Do  it  now  be- 
fore it  is  to  late.  May  might  seem  like  a 
long  ways  away  but  the  sooner  the 
better. 


Writers: 

Do  you  have  an  inquiring  mind?  Do  you 
have  a tendency  to  turn  conversations  into 
interrogations? 

The  Blazer  needs  you!  We  are  looking 
for  NEWS  writers  to  scout  the  campus  by 
getting  the  goods  on  upcoming  events. 

Rex  your  writing  muscles  and  sharpen 
your  communication  skills  through  interviews. 

Stop  by  F-1009  on  Thursday,  Feb.  26,  at 
12:15  p.m.  to  get  your  opportunity  to  see 
your  name  in  the  next  issue. 
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Transfer  to 
USF  with  Ease! 

At  the  University  of  St.  Francis  more  than 
60%  of  our  students  arc  adult  and  transfer 
students,  just  like  youl  We  know  that  as  a 
transfer  student  YOU  deserve  a high  quality 
education  that  fits  into  your  life. 

♦ Choose  from  60  areos  of  undergroduote 
study  or  3 oduli  degree-completion 
programs 

♦ Accelerate  your  degree  with  credit  for 
life  experience 

♦ Apply  for  generous  scholarships  just  for 
transfer  students 

♦ Build  a flecxibfe  schedule  . dosses  are 
held  days,  evenings,  and  weekends, 

We  even  offer  online  courses 


By  Karen  Raff 

February  is  Financial  Aid/  Admis- 
sion awareness  month.  In  honor  of  this 
JJC  will  be  hosting  a free  FAFSA  work- 
shop on  Saturday  February  28  from 
9:00am  -1 :00pm  in  the  C building. 

This  workshop  is  great  for  any- 
one who  needs  help  filling  out  their 
FAFSA  form  or  if  they  have  questions 
about  the  financial  aid  process. 

To  assist  families;  financial  aid 
professionals  will  be  present  at  this 
workshop.  If  you  are  unable  to  attend 
this  workshop  do  not  worry,  the  JJC 
financial  aid  office  in  J- 1045,  will  help 
you  out. 

The  Free  Application  for  Federal 


Student  Aid,  or  FAFSA,  is  an  impor- 
tant form.  It  is  not  just  a form  for  eli- 
gible students  to  receive  state  or  fed- 
eral financial  aid. 

A filed  form  is  necessary  to  receive 
many  college  scholarships.  The  time 
to  fill  out  and  submit  FAFSA  forms  is 
now.  The  priority  deadline  for  submis- 
sion for  this  year's  FAFSA  is  May  1 . 

The  process  can  now  be  done- 
online  at  www.fafsa.ed.gov.  When  ap- 
plying, be  sure  to  have  the  parents'  and 
student’s  2003  tax  information,  and  a 
2003  1 040A  form  or  a 2003  W-2  form. 

Also  both  the  parents  and  the  stu- 
dents social  security  number,  drivers 
license,  and  any  records  of  the  families 


untaxed  income. 

On  this  website  there  is  a pre-ap- 
plication worksheet,  that  the  applicant 
can  print  out  so  they  know  what  they 
will  be  expecting  when  they  fill  out  the 
actual  form  online. 

Two  to  four  weeks  after  filing,  the 
applicant  will  get  a Student  Aid  Report. 
This  will  either  come  by  post  or  e-mail. 

Once  received,  contact  the 
schools  financial  aid  office  immediately. 
The  faster  a financial  aid  advisor  gets 
this  information  the  faster  the  applicant 
can  become  aware  of  their  options,  or 
receive  federal  or  state  money  if  they 
are  eligible. 

Always  remember  that  filling  out 


Affordable  - financial  aid  for  part-time  students 
Small  class  sizes 

Convenient  - afternoon,  evening,  weekend  classes 
Web-based  instruction,  too 

Apply  Today! 
Spring/Summer  Registration  Opens 
March  15,  2004 
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B.A.  Business  & Administration  1996 


empower  yourself 

708.534.4490 
www.govst.edu 
University  Park ; IL 

College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
College  of  Business  and  Public  Administration 
College  of  Education 
College  of  Health  Professions 
Board  of  Governors  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  Program 


Call  un  f o(Li)  ! 
(800)  w500 


pect.  Service.  Integrity'.  Compassion. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ST.  FRANCIS  W,  |ol,st  I;  c.Oili 


NEWS 


page  5 


Februar^5^200^ 


FAFSA  workshop  helps  with  forms,  other  questions 


By  Karen  Raff 

February  is  Financial  Aid/  Admis- 
sion awareness  month.  In  honor  of  this 
JJC  will  be  hosting  a free  FAFSA  work- 
shop on  Saturday  February  28  from 
9:00am  -1 :00pm  in  the  C building. 

This  workshop  is  great  for  any- 
one who  needs  help  filling  out  their 
FAFSA  form  or  if  they  have  questions 
about  the  financial  aid  process. 

To  assist  families;  financial  aid 
professionals  will  be  present  at  this 
workshop.  If  you  arc  unable  to  attend 
this  workshop  do  not  worry,  the  JJC 
financial  aid  office  in  J-1045.  will  help 
you  out. 

The  Free  Application  for  Federal 


Student  Aid,  or  FAFSA,  is  an  impor- 
tant form.  It  is  not  just  a form  for  eli- 
gible students  to  receive  state  or  fed- 
eral financial  aid. 

A filed  form  is  necessary  to  receive 
many  college  scholarships.  The  time 
to  fill  out  and  submit  FAFSA  forms  is 
now.  The  priority  deadline  for  submis- 
sion for  this  year’s  FAFSA  is  May  1 . 

The  process  can  now  be  done- 
online  at  www.fafsa.ed.gov.  When  ap- 
plying, be  sure  to  have  the  parents’  and 
student’s  2003  tax  information,  and  a 
2003  1 040A  form  or  a 2003  W-2  form. 

Also  both  the  parents  and  the  stu- 
dents social  security  number,  drivers 
license,  and  any  records  of  the  families 


untaxed  income. 

On  this  website  there  is  a pre-ap- 
plication worksheet,  that  the  applicant 
can  print  out  so  they  know  what  they 
will  be  expecting  when  they  fill  out  the 
actual  form  online. 

Two  to  four  weeks  after  filing,  the 
applicant  will  get  a Student  Aid  Report. 
This  will  either  come  by  post  ore-mail. 

Once  received,  contact  the 
schools  financial  aid  office  immediately. 
The  faster  a financial  aid  advisor  gels 
this  information  the  faster  the  applicant 
can  become  aware  of  their  options,  or 
receive  federal  or  state  money  if  they 
are  eligible. 

Always  remember  that  filling  out 
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transfer  student  YOU  deserve  a high  quality 
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♦ Choose  from  60  areas  of  undergroduote 
study  or  3 odult  degree-completion 
programs 

♦ Accelerate  your  degree  vrilh  credit  for 
life  experience 

♦ Apply  for  generous  scholarships  just  for 
transfer  sludenb 

♦ Build  a flexible  schedule  • dosses  ore 
held  days,  evenings,  and  weekends, 

We  even  offer  online  courses 
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a FAFSA  form  docs  not  mean  that  the 
applicant  will  be  eligible  to  receive  aid. 
In  the  event  that  this  happens  schools 
offer  student  loans,  work  study  pro- 
grams, and  of  course  scholarships  are 
always  available. 

At  JJC  there  is  the  deferred  pay- 
ment plan  where  the  student  pays  half 
of  their  tuition  at  the  required  time  and 
the  rest  six  weeks  sifter  the  term  has 
started. 

There  arc  also  bookstore  loans 
available  at  JJC;  a bookstore  loan  lends 
the  student  up  to  $200  towards  their 
books  that  they  will  pay  back  to  the 
school  during  the  semester. 

" There  are  many  other  ways  to  re- 
ceive aid,  and  a great  place  to  go  for 
this  information  is  the  JJC  financial  aid 
office  in  J-1045. 

Sitting  right  outside  of  the  office 
is  a very  helpful  pink  book  called  the 
Student  Guide,  which  gives  almost  all 
the  information  a student  or  parent  will 
need  about  financial  aid. 


It  also  answers  many  questions 
about  financial  aid  and  gives  very 
helpful  scholarship  and  FAFSA  infor- 
mation. Also  outside  is  a book  with 
listings  of  scholarships  for  the  2004- 
2005  year. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about 
fihancial  aid  or  FAFSA  just  contact  the 
JJC  financial  aid  office  at  (815)  280- 
2528,  you  can  go  to  their  financial  aid 
website  at  www.jjc.edu,  or  stop  into 
their  office  in  J- 1 045 . Hours  are  Mon- 
day-Thursday  from  7:30am-7:00pm, 
and  Friday  from  7:30am-4: 30pm. 

It  does’t  hurt  to  fill  out  a form 
.even  if  you  do  not  think  your  eligible, 
who  knows  you  might  have  money  just 
sitting  there  that  you  do  not  even 
know  about. 

Also  what  scholarships  could  you 
be  missing  out  on  because  of  not  fill- 
ing out  a FAFSA  form.  Do  it  now  be- 
fore it  is  to  late.  May  might  seem  like  a 
long  ways  away  but  the  sooner  the 
better. 
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for  NEWS  writers  to  scout  the  campus  by 
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your  communication  skills  through  interviews. 

Stop  by  F-1009  on  Thursday,  Feb.  26,  at 
12:15  p.m.  to  get  your  opportunity  to  see 
your  name  in  the  next  issue. 
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JJC  agriculture  students  win  three 
state  titles  at  Illinois  Central  College 


From  left,  Brtul  Beutke,  Mall  Heberling,  Bill  McDonnell,  Kyle  Corrigan,  Brock  Flanigan,  Lisa  Wallins.  Jackie  Stempien,  Brooke  Baker,  Laura  Chyllo  and  Erica  Bols.  The  team 
competed  at  Illinois  Central  College  on  Jan.  30-31.  The  learn  brought  home  wins  in  the  Ag  College  Bowl,  Ag  Computer  Science  Contest  and  the  horticulture  contest . 

Photo  courtesy  of  the  Agriculture  Department 


The  2004  Illinois  Annual  PAS 
(Postsecondary  Agriculture  Studertts) 
Conference  was  held  on  Jan  30  and  31 
at  Illinois  Central  College  in  East  Peo- 

Agriculture  students  from  Joliet 
Junior  College  attended  and  once  again 
made  a great  showing  winning  three 
state  titles. 

Students  had  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  several  contests  over  the 
two-day  conference.  Shortly  after  ar- 
riving students  got  started  competing 
in  one  of  the  12  contest  areas. 

The  competition  that  has  become 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  competi- 
tive event  is  the  Ag  College  Bowl. 

To  compete  in  the  contest,  stu- 
dents, are  asked  several  questions  re- 
lating to  all  aspects  of  agriculture  to 
sec  how  knowledgeable  they  are. 

The  team  from  Joliet  consisted  of 
Brad  Beutke.  Grand  Ridge,  Brooke 
Baker,  Verona,  Kyle  Corrigan,  Hinckley, 
Matt  Heberling,  Owaneco,  and  Bill 
McDonnell,  Ottawa. 

This  team  compete  in  four  rounds 
of  competition  and  went  undefeated  in 
all  four  rounds  to  take  first  place  in  this 
event. 

The  Ag  Computer  Science  Con- 
test was  also  a huge  success.  Compet- 
ing the  Ag  Computer  Contest  were 
Brooke  Baker,  Erica  Bols,  Matt 
Heberling,  Jackie  Stempien,  Lisa  Wallin, 
Laura  Chyllo,  Brock  Flanigan.  The  team 
from  JJC  took  first  place  in  the  contest. 

Individual  winners  were  Brooke 
Baker  who  took  first  and  Matt 
Heberling  who  took  second. 

JJC  once  again  won  the  horticul- 


ture contest.  The  winning  team  con- 
sisted of  Erica  Bols  and  Jackie 
Stempien.  The  two  each  individually 
placed  in  the  event  as  well.  Jackie 
Stempien  took  first  place  and  Erica  Bols 


took  third. 

Kyle  Corrigan,  competed  in  the 
Dairy  Contest.  Kyle  was  a member  of 
the  winning  Dairy  team  and  gets  to  go 
on  to  compete  at  the  National  contest 


in  March. 

Laura  Chyllo  participated  in  the 
Impromptu  Public  Speaking  contest. 
Matt  Heberling’s  speech  earned  him  a 
third  place  finish.  Bill  McDonnell  par- 


ticipated in  the  Ag  Discussion  meet. 
Finally,  Brock  Flanigan  and  Lisa  Wallin 
participated  in  the  Soils  Contest. 

(Information  courtesy  of  the  Ag- 
riculture Department. ) 


Professor  Profile:  Althoff 
makes  economics  ‘bearable’ 
for  students  through  stories 


By  Trista  Pennington 

Stories.  That's  the  name  of 
the  game  for  Dr.  Cliff  Althoff. 

Whether  it’s  a tale  about 
com  or  "circle  world”  (one  of 
the  many  fictional  settings  of 
his  discussions),  stories  are  the 
method  to  Althoffs  madness. 

Althoff,  an  economics  pro- 
fessor, has  been  bringing  bi- 
zarre places  such  as  circle  world 
and  other  unique  teaching 
methods  to  the  campus  since 
1991.  With  a 13  year  span  of 
educating  in  the  same  place, 
one  might  wonder  what  moti- 
vates a teacher  to  stay  here. 

Althoff  discussed  two  ma- 
jor reasons  for  selecting  JJC:  its 
convenient  location  and  the  ap- 
peal of  a community  college; 
meaning  its  lack  of  pressure  to 
do  research.  He  affirms,  "It  was  °"'n 
never  really  my  thing.” 

This  40-year-old  Jackson- 
ville native  did  not  always  know  his 
life’s  work  would  be  devoted  to  leach- 
ing. Although  teaching  does  run  in  his 
family,  it  was  not  the  driving  force  that 
led  him  to  where  he  is  today. 

He  recalls,  “1  had  a hard  time  in 
high  school...  it  was  probably  the  great 
teachers,”  he  credits  the  teachers  for 


Althoff  makes  class  "bearable"  for  students  by  telling 
fictional  stories  and  allows  his  students  to  share  their 
own  stories  with  the  class.  ... 

Photo  by  Adam  Fox 


the  insprialion  to  jump  into  the  teach- 
ing field. 

Althoff  started  off  his  college 
years  at  Eastern  Illinois  University 
where  he  obtained  his  Bachelor’s  de- 
gree. However,  after  graduation  he  ad- 
vanced to  the  University  of  Illinois  Ur- 
bana-Champaign  to  complete  his  mas- 
ters and  doctorate. 


As  a professor  in  the  busi- 
ness department,  Althoff ’s  focus 
remains  only  in  ECON  103  and 
ECON  104. 

However,  Althoff  does  not 
try  to  force  a love  of  economics 
onto  his  students.  Instead,  he 
makes  a tremendous  effort  for  it 
to  be  more  bearable. 

Case  in  point,  each  class 
session  has  two  structured 
"breaks”  in  which  various  story- 
provoking  categories  are  se- 
lected, except  this  time  it’s  the 
students  turn  to  tell  a story. 

For  example,  many  students 
have  reflected  on  bad  jobs  or  fa- 
mous people  they  have  met.  It’s 
definitely  an  opportunity  to 
give  everyone's  mind  a rest. 

In  his  spare  time,  Althoff 
enjoys  visiting  friends  and 
spending  quality  time  with  his 
wife  and  three  children,  ages 
ten.  eight  and  six. 

Bill  Sillar,  a former  student  and 
sophomore  majoring  in  business  ad- 
ministration thinks  he  is,  “The  best 
dressed,  storyteller  and  economics 
teachers  in  room  2012.  I have  never 
heard  of  a former  student  who  did  not 
like  him.” 

Neither  have  I,  Bill. 


Graffiti  - 

Continued  from  page  1 


Hardersen,  the  vice  president  for  stu- 
dent services,  also  emphasized  that 
student  involvement  can  make  a great 
difference  on  campus. 

"Students  should  assume  respon- 
sibility for  their  community.  They 
should  do  everything  they  can  to  make 
the  college  a better  place  and  show  re- 
spect for  one  another,”  said  Hardersen. 

When  dealing  with  vandalism,  es- 
pecially the  kind  that  contains  hateful 
messages,  Hardersen  said  it  is  the 
college’s  policy  to  remove  them  imme- 
diately to  prevent  retaliation. 

"Graffiti  is  an  expression  of  a de- 
viant point  of  view,"  said  Hardersen. 

Hardersen  said  he  is  personally  of- 
fended by  those  who  have  the  desire 
to  deliver  hateful  messages,. 

“If  they  were  brave,  they  would 
say  what  they  think  out  loud.  Instead 
there  are  those  who  have  to  write  some- 
thing on  a bathroom  wall  or  deface  a 
sign,”  Hardersen  said. 

He  also  said  there  comes  a time 
when  those  who  are  appalled  by  such 
hateful  actions  should  no  longer  remain 
silent. 

Students  can  become  involved  in 
preventing  further  hateful  actions  by 
keeping  a watchful  eye  on  their  sur- 
roundings. If  anyone  observes  or  over- 
hears hateful  acts,  they  should  report 
it  to  the  campus  police  or  a faculty 
member  immediately. 

LaTcsha  Traylor,  twin  sister  of 
LaTasha  and  another  member  of  the 
BSU,  said  there  exists  issues  that  re- 


quire attention.  “We  need  to  address 
diversity  as  a whole  more  than  just 
color  or  sexual  preference.  " 

Those  wishing  to  take  a more  ac- 
tive role,  should  contact  Patty  Fine,  the 
dean  of  student  development,  to  vol- 
unteer as  a student  judicial  advisor. 
This  position  allows  students  to  as- 
sist in  code  hearings  and  are  trained  to 
work  in  correlation  with  the  judicial  pro- 

Those  who  are  convicted  of  par- 
ticipating in  any  kind  of  hateful  behav- 
ior are  in  violation  of  the  student  code 
of  conduct.  Depending  on  the  magni- 
tude of  the  act,  the  punishment  can 
range  from  a verbal  or  written  warning, 
community  service,  or  can  be  as  se- 
vere as  suspension  or  expulsion  from 
the  college. 
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Around  campus 


Students  got  the  chance  to  get  up  in  front  of  an  audience  and  express  themselves  through  words  and  emotions  during  the 
Poetry  Slam  sponsored  by  the  Black  Student  Union  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  10. 


Sisters  Latesha  and  Latasha  Traylor particpate  in  Sexual  Responsibility  Week 
sponspored  by  Peers  Promoting  Wellness  and  the  Gay -Straight  Alliance  by 
handing  out  Hersltey's  Kisses  for  correctly  answering  questions  about  sexual 
health. 


Members  of  the  Student  Horticulture  Association  sell  carnations  Feb.  VII  on  tile  Bridge. 


A student  gives  the  thumbs  up  as  he  gives  blood  during  the  blood  drive  hosted  by 
the  Nursing  Student  Association  for  Heartland  Blood  Center  on  Feb.  2. 


Photos  by  Colleen  Harvey 


Did  you  know  that  your  previous  college  credit,  m0iiary  or  technical  credit  and  lire  experience  can  count 
toward  your  bachelor'*  degree?  And  that  yoq  coald  he  up  to  33%  closer  to  graduation?  Talk  to  as  about 
getting  into  on  accelerated  adult  degree  completion  program  m Applied  Behavioral  Sciences,  Healthcare 
Leadership,  Management  or  Management  Information  Systems. 

You'll  benefit  from: 

▲ Small  clast  sizes:  B9%  have  20  or  fewer  student*.  Ranked  92  by  U.S.  News  & World  Report* 

A Smallesi  average  undcigradualc  student  loan  dcl>1:  SIUWI).  Ranked  it  by  US.  News  d-  World  Report* 

A Convenient  classes  that  meet  one  evening  |Vr  w»k 

▲ Accelerated  format  tor  degree  completion  in  as  little  as  1 2 montles’  * 

▲ Faculty  with  extensive  practical  experience 

▲ Our  dedication  to  affordable  educatkin  with  Insane  sal  aid  and  scholarships  available 


National-Louis  University 

1.888. NLU.TODAY 

CHICAGO  ELGIN  EVANSTON  WHEATON  WHEELING  ONLINE 


hjour  associate  J degree 

is  just  the  beginning... 


finish  what  you  started 


Drive-By  Truckers  ‘too 
creative’  for  own  good 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 


Some  bands  are  too  creative  for 
their  own  good.  The  Drive-By  Truck- 
ers is  such  a band,  and  their  latest  ef- 
fort, “Decoration  Day"  is  a bit  too  coun- 
try to  get  play  on  modem  rock  radio. 

Likewise,  “Decoration  Day”  has  a 
bit  too  much  depth  to  even  be  consid- 
ered for  pop  country  radio. 

Despite  the  obvious  handicap  of 
being  too  creative  and  genuine  for 
mass  market.  D.B.T  has  been  able  to 
garnish  a cult  following  in  indie  circles. 
The  reason  being  that  the  bands  skilled 
song  craft  is  easily  accessible  to  almost 
anyone. 

"Decoration  Day"  accomplishes 
what  many  bands  only  attempt.  Sim- 
ply, their  music  is  capable  of  being  both 
intricate  and  simple  at  the  same  time. 
Unlike  the  great  majority  of  modem 
rock,  D.B.T.  do  not  labor  under  the  im- 
pression that  instruments  must  be 


played  at  maximum  volume  at  all  times. 

The  result  is  a wonderfully  layered 
sound  that  compliments  the  lyrics  in- 
stead of  overwhelming  them.  Similarly 
the  subdued  nature  of  the  music  in- 
fuses each  song  with  a unique  emo- 
tional element. 

Lyrically  D.B.T.  are  masters  of  mu- 
sic as  a narrative.  With  an  obvious  mix- 
ture of  influences  ranging  from  Johnny 
Cash  to  John  Mellcncamp,  the  D.B.T. 
adeptly  wqje  songs  with  substance  and 
style. 

Each  tune  tells  a story  of  the  com- 
mon person  stuck  in  an  uncommon 
struggle.  Rather  then  just  being 
present  to  fill  space,  each  lyric  is  a nec- 
essary part  of  the  song  meant  to  both 
entertain  and  inspire  reflection. 

Front  man  Mike  Cooley  sings  with 
a crisp  yet  soulful  voice  capable  of 
wide  range  of  emotion.  At  no  point  does 
the  emotional  content  in  his  vocals 
seem  forced.  Even  the  most  cursory  lis- 
ten reveals  that  Cooley  has  lived 
through  the  emotions  he  so  brilliantly 
sings  about. 

The  disk  starts  strong  with  "The 
Deeper  In”  and  ends  with  the  equally 
strong  yet  more  subdued  "Loaded  Gun 
in  the  Closet."  However,  "Decoration 
Day"  is  not  a two  song  CD.  All  the 
tracks  in  between  arc  beautifully 
crafted  with  an  old  fashion  country 
soul. 
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Art  scholarship  winners’  masterpieces  on 
display  for  viewing  public  until  March  5 


ors  with  an  Associate  in  Arts  degree. 

He  is  currently  attending  Illinois 
State  University.  In  addition  to  his  con- 
tributions in  the  current  art  exhibit,  an- 
other one  of  his  pieces  can  be  seen  next 
to  the  tray  drop  off  in  the  cafeteria  on 
the  top  shelf. 

Urbonas  is  still  at  JJC  and  plans  to 
transfer  to  the  Art  Institute  after  this 
semester.  She  also  had  a hand  in  the 
painting  of  the  Joliet  Junior  College 
cow,  located  near  the  south  entrance 
of  A-Building. 

Macier  continues  to  attend  JJC, 
and  is  the  current  president  of  the  Clay 
Club. 

Quinlan  is  also  still  attending  JJC. 
She  has  been  the  lab  assistant  for  the 
ceramics  lab. 

Even  if  for  non-art  buffs,  this  is  a 
show  worth  checking  out.  Gallery  hours 
are  8am  to  8pm  Monday  through  Fri- 
day. The  scholarship  winners  will  have 
their  work  exhibited  from  Feb.  9 through 
March  5, 2004. 


JJC  freshmen,  Theresa  Vuckovich  and  Abbie  Danielewicz.  admire  Meaghan  Quinlan 's 
work  tilled  "Self  Portrait  II. " 

Photo  by  Amanda  Stofto 


By  David  Allard 

Every  year  JJC  has  offered  two 
scholarships  to  students,  the  Art  & 
Lisa  Lennon  Memorial  scholarship  and 
the  Norman  & Charlotte  Codo  Art 
scholarship. 

This  year  JJC  has  added  two  more, 
the  Gamil  T.  Arida  Memorial  scholar- 
ship and  the  John  & Laura  Kingsbury 
Art  scholarship. 

The  four  recipients  are  given  the 
chance  to  display  some  of  their  work 
in  the  Laura  A.  Sprague  gallery,  located 
on  the  second  floor  of  J-Building. 

Next  year  this  will  be  mandatory 


for  students  to  participate.  Joe 
Milosevich,  gallery  curator,  stated  that 
participating  in  the  exhibition  is  part  of 
the  honor. 

This  year,  the  four  students  are 
Adam  Farcus,  winner  of  the  Art  & Lisa 
Lennon  Memorial  scholarship;  Allison 
Macier,  winner  of  the  Norman  & Char- 
lotte Codo  Art;  Meaghan  Quinlan,  win- 
ner of  the  Gamil  T.  Arida  Memorial;  and 
Melissa  Urbonas,  winner  of  the  John 
& Laura  Kingsbury  Art. 

Farcus,  a former  Blazer  photo  edi- 
tor, graduated  from  JJC  this  past  De- 
cember. He  graduated  with  high  hon- 


jjc  art  scholarship 
recipients 

adam  farcus,  allison  macier.  meaghan  quinlan,  melissa  urbonas 


• Blazer  photo  editor.  Adam  Farcus.  pwvided  the  illustration  for  the  gallery  flier.  Sophomores  Bridget  Henkel  and  Rachel  Zerbian  discuss  the  textures,  intricacies  and  details  of  Allison  Macier  s painting  titled 

"Green  Landscape"  over  a cup  of  coffee. 


Fine  Arts  major.  Rachel  Zerbian.  gets  up  close  and  personal  as  she  studies  Allison 
Macier 's  painting,  "Green  Landscape.  " 
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Editors  tap  into  their  inner  psyche  to  predict  Oscar  winners 


By  Rose  Lewis  and  Matt  Sheehan 
The  Oscars  are  just  around  the 
comer — February  29,  the  award  show 
will  be  broadcast  on  ABC  at  7:00  p.m, 
hosted  by  Billy  Crystal.  This  year’s 
race  has  been  full  of  surprises  and 
unexpected  nominees,  but  we’ve  put 
our  heads  together  to  bring  you  our 
predictions  of  winners.  For  the  full  list 
of  nominees,  go  to  www.oscar.com . 


Best  Picture 

Matt  Savs:  The  Lord  of  the  Rings: 
The  Return  of  the  King.  Do  I really 
need  to  say  anymore?  Okay,  well  this 
is  the  film  to  beat,  considering  it  is 
one  of  the  greatest  ever  made  and  the 
first  two  parts  of  the  trilogy  have  been 
shafted.  If  hell  does  freeze  over,  for 
some  reason,  and  ROTK doesn’t  win, 
then  look  for  either  Lost  in  Transla- 
tion or  Mystic  River. 

Rose  Savs:  In  other  years,  this 
would’ve  been  a close  race  between 
Lost  in  Translation  and  Mystic  River. 
But  with  Return  of  the  King  in  the 
running,  the  others  don’t  stand  a 
chance. 

Best  Director 

Matt  Savs:  Peter  Jackson  under- 
took a massive  project  of  bringing 
Tolkien’s  beloved  tale  of  the  one  ring 
that  consumed  seven  years  of  his  life. 
Fortunately,  the  by-product  of  his 


blood,  sweat  and  tears  is  a fantastic, 
epic  masterpiece  of  cinema.  Hands 
down,  Jackson  will  win,  but,  once  again, 
if  pigs  decide  to  fly,  Clint  Eastwood 
could  sneak  in  for  his  amazing  Mystic 
River.  Additionally,  Sofia  Coppola’s 
sophomore  directorial  outing — Lost  in 
Translation — has  been  turning  plenty 
of  heads.  But  Jackson  isn’t  an  almost 
shoo-in.  He  IS  a shoo-in! 

Rose  Savs:  Peter  Jackson  deserves 
this  award  and  after  being  snubbed  for 
the  first  two  Rings  films,  he  had  better 
walk  away  with  the  trophy  this  year  for 
completing  the  masterpiece.  He  spent 
years  making  these  films  what  they  are, 
and  his  ability  to  transform  no-name  or 
child  actors  into  household  names  and 
characters  and  turn  New  Zealand  into 
Middle  Earth — all  while  keeping  Tolkien 
fans  happy — deserves  applause. 

Best  Actor 

Matt  Savs:  The  tightest  and  clos- 
est race  of  this  year’s  Oscars,  Bill 
Murray  ( Lost  in  Translation)  has  a slight 
edge  over  Sean  Penn  ( Mystic  River). 
Murray  gave  a career-defining  perfor- 
mance that  should  and  will  be  recog- 
nized. That  is,  unless  Penn  beats  him 
by  a nose  for  an  equally  mesmerizing 
performance.  But  who  knows?  They 
could  both  battle  it  out  and  both  lose, 
and  who  would  win?  Most  likely,  Ben 
Kingsley  for  House  of  Sand  and  Fog 
(Remember  last  year?  Daniel  Day-Lewis 
+ Jack  Nicholson  = Adrien  Brody).  And 
as  much  as  1 would  LOVE  to  see  Johnny 
Depp  up  there  with  his  first  golden  statu- 
ette for  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean,  it  just 
ain’t  gonna  happen! 


Rose  Savs:  Sean  Penn  deserves 
this  award,  and  he  will  win  it.  His 
Pacino-caliber  performance  in  Mystic 
River  is  unforgettable  and  truly  made 
the  movie  what  it  is.  P.S.  Johnny  Depp, 

1 still  love  you! 

Best  Actress 

Matt  Savs:  Monster  got  only  one 
nomination — here,  for  Charlize 
Thcron’s  realistic-looking  portrayal  of 
female  serial  killer  Aileen  Wuomos,  and 
she  more  than  likely  will  win. 
Something's  Gotta  Give,  on  the  other 
hand,  also  received  its  only  nomina- 
tion for  Diane  Keaton’s  work  as  a 
middle-aged  woman  stuck  in  a love  tri- 
angle, so  these  two  are  your  best  bets. 

Rose  Savs:  In  the  most  outstand- 
ing female  performance  I have  ever 
seen,  Charlize  Theron  transformed  her- 
self into  a reaMife  serial  killer/prosti- 
tute. and  actually  got  us  to  sympathize 
with  her  character  in  Monster.  None  of 
the  other  nominees  can  top  that.  She 
will  win. 

Best  Supporting  Actor 

Matt  Savs:  As  much  as  I would 
love  to  see  Alec  Baldwin  win  for  his 
keep-it-the-real-Las  Vegas  casino  boss 
in  The  Cooler,  the  Academy  will  more 
than  likely  honor  a previously  critically 
acclaimed  actor:  Tim  Robbins  for  his 
powerful,  emotional,  almost  frustrated 
performance  in  Mystic  River.  But  who 
knows?  The  bandwagon  is  only  get- 
ting bigger  for  newcomer  Ken 
Watanabe’s  debut  in  The  Last  Samu- 

Rose  $(W,-Thc  supporting  cat- 
egories arc  the  hardest  ones  to  call  this 
year,  but  I predict  Tim  Robbins  will  take 
home  the  award -for  his  turn  as  the 
lonely,  psychologically  scarred  murder 
suspect  in  Mystic  River.  While  Robbins 
merits  the  award,  Benicio  Del  Toro  was 
devastating  in  2/  Grams  and  I would 
love  to  see  him  win  another  Oscar. 

Best  Supporting  Actress 

Matt  Savs:  Renee  Zellweger,  for 


The  Joliet  Junior  Collese  Bookstore 


The  ONLY  Bookstore  Owned  and  Operated  By 
Joliet  Junior  College! 
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The  JJC  Bookstore  Is  Your 
Seasonal  and  Holiday 
Gift  Shop  As  Well! 

Many  Fine  Spring,  Easter, 

and  St.  Patrick’s  Day  Gifts 

And  Decorations 

Have  Just  Arrived! 

Easy  to  Find  - Right  Here  on  Campus! 

J/Building  (Across  from  the  Service  Center  & Registration) 

Monday  through  Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 

Phone  -(815)  280  -6767  Email:  bookstore@i  jc.edu 
Visit  our  Web  Site  at  www.jjcbookstore.com 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 
Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Dayl 


Cold  Mountain,  is  an  almost  shoo-in 
for  this.  Not  only  will  she  more  than 
likely  win  for  a powerful  performance, 
the  Academy  also  does  not  want  to  piss 
off  the  execs  who  made  Mountain:  It 
didn't  turn  out  to  be  the  Oscar  con- 
tender they  had  hoped  for,  despite  the 
13  Golden  Globe  nominations  (but  not 
a single  win).  But  some  of  the  top  crit- 
ics are  really  behind  Shohreh 
Aghdashloo  (who?)  for  House  of  Sand 
and  Fog.  In  fact,  Roger  Ebert  made  her 
his  pick  for  the  category. 

Rose  Savs:  This  will  go  to  Renee 
Zellweger,  but  I’d  much  rather  see  Holly 


Hunter  take  home  an  Oscar  for  her 
heart-wrenching  performance  as  a 
single  parent  in  Thirteen. 


Best  Original  Screenplay 

Matt  Savs:  Lost  in  Translation  was 
a fresh,  fun,  and  inventive  script  from 
director  Sofia  Coppola.  And  since 
LOTR  will  be  taking  all  the  top  catego- 
ries (except  Best  Actor),  Ms.  Coppola 
should  and  will  be  satisfied  with  taking 
this  category.  However,  there's  always 
abigger  fish:  Finding  Nemo  could  swim 
in  and  snatch  the  prize  with  its  witty 
(and  hilarious)  script. 

Rose  Savs:  Lost  in  Translation  is 
this  year’s  My  Big  Fat  Greek  Wedding. 


gaining  momentum  mostly  by  word  of 
mouth  and  good  reviews.  The  differ- 
ence here  is  that  it  actually  lives  up  to 
the  hype,  and  the  brains  behind  the 
operation  belong  to  Sofia  Coppola. 
There  is  a dark-horse  contender, 
though:  In  America  has  made  waves 
and  won  hearts  since  it  was  released, 
giving  it  a shot  in  this  category. 

Best  Adapted  Screenplay 

Matt  Savs:  What  category  will 
Return  of  the  King  NOT  take  on  Feb- 
ruary 29?!?  Okay,  so  it  won’t  be  a clean 
sweep,  but  this  is  part  sympathy  vole 
(for  the  last  two  shafts)  and  part  tal- 
ent. It  is  a wonderful,  brilliant  and 
damn-near  perfect  adaptation.  But 
Mystic  River  is  an  equally  exceptional 
book-to-movie  transition,  as  is  the  criti- 
cally acclaimed  but  Academy  shafted 
American  Splendor,  which  is  my  dark 
horse  pick. 

Rose  Savs:  Return  of  the  King  is 
likely  to  claim  the  crown  in  this  cat- 
egory as  well,  although  smaller  and 
lesser-known  American  Splendor  de- 
serves some  consideration  and  any 
other  year  I'd  be  placing  bets  on  that 
wonderful  little  movie. 

Best  Visual  Effects 

Matt  Savs:  The  real  battle  between 
Rose  and  1. 1 truly  believe  that  ILM’s 
always-suprcme  special  effects  work 
on  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean  will  rise- 
lever  so  slightly)  above  that  of  Return 
of  the  King.  The  pirates  walking  in  and 
out  of  the  moonlight  was  so  seamless; 
the  last  time  special  effects  blew  me 
away  in  that  manner  was  noV  since 
1991 ’s  Terminator  2.  Sorry.  Gollum. 
The  buccaneers  will  rise  above  you! 

Rose  Savs:  Matt  is  an  idiot.  Both 
Fellowship  of  the  Ring  and  Two  Tow- 
ers took  home  Best  Visual  Effects,  and 
Return  of  the  King  is  an  even  bigger 
and  more  spectacular  feat  of  visual 
splendor.  I loved  Pirates,  but  there  is 
no  comparison  here. 

So  there  you  have  it:  our  predic- 
tions for  the  Oscars.  Make  sure  you 
watch  this  Sunday  night  to  sec  which 
one  of  us  is  psychic  and  which  one  of 
us  is  just  psychotic. 
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3 Tans  for  $3! 

•new  customers  ONLY* 


Hours: 

Monday-Friday 

8am-9pm 

Saturday-Sunday 

9am-3pm 


* 

* 
f 
f 
f 
t 
f 
t 
* 

f ----- 


Monthly  Specials! 

4 Levels  of  Tanning 


"Body  Basters,  where  the  sun  is  always_shininq!" 
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1 Month  Unlimited 
Tanning... 

$40 

SUN  CAPSULE! 


Any  bottle  of 
Lotion... 

10%  off! 


2 Weeks  Unlimited 
Tanning... 

$18 

Single/Double  Beds 
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Aries  - You  can't  get  rich 
sitting  at  home,  not  working.  But 
you  can  at  least  try  to  ease  off 
the  lethargy  stint  your  into  right 
now.  You  and  your  vehicle  smell 
of  raisins  and  play  dough.  Good 
luck  tomorrow.  It  might  be  your 
last. 

Taurus  - Today  begins  the 
continuation  of  tomorrow.  Your 
gas  light  is  about  to  come  on  in 
your  car.  Prevent  this  before  it 
runs  empty.  Fill  your  tank  half 
full.  Cheaper  gas  in  five  days. 


Gemini  - A close  friend  will  try 
to  kill  you  again.  Learn  from  T.R.  and 
walk  softly  and  hit  him  with  a big 
slick.  The  number  45  comes  into 
play.  So  does  the  phrase  "15  over  the 
speed  limit.” 

Cancer  - Good  fortune  and 
happiness  today.  But  only  today! 

You  will  meet  with  "G."  and  leam 
something  interesting.  Trouble  at 
work  is  coming-  quit  before  you  get 
fired. 

LeO  - Beware  the  Ides  of  March. 
Speak,  strike,  redress.  Speak,  hands 


Horoscopes 

for  me.  Et  tu.  Brute!  Then  fall  Caesar. 

VirgO  - You  lack  discipline.  "D." 
and  "J.”  come  into  play  later  in  the 
week.  One  has  good  news,  and  the 
other  one  has  bad  news.  Tell  them  to 
leave  before  they  arrive. 

Libra  - Beware  of  the  anger  of  a 
patient  man.  You  will  soon  find  that  a 
close  friend  has  lied  to  you  for  a long 
time.  Don’t  look  back  in  anger.  Pay  it 
forward.  True  love  will  come  later. 

Scorpio  - Reading  this 

message  only  further  exaggerates 


your  ability  to  believe  that  your 
horoscope  is  always  right.  Take  a 
different  route  to  school  tomorrow- 
unforeseen  delays  involve  a large 
truck. 

Sagittarius  - You  were  bom 

in  the  fall  and  you  will  live  in  the 
summer  and  you  will  perish  in  the 
spring.  Tie  your  shoes  lightly  and 
watch  them  stay  on  your  feet  all  day 
long. 

Capricorn  - you  win  soon 

emerge  from  your  social  hibernation 
and  awaken  to  see  all  that  you  have 


missed.  Pick  up  the  pace,  skip 
unimportant  steps,  and  catch  up  to 
where  you  need  to  be  tomorrow. 

Aquarius  -No  horoscope 
available. 

PiSCeS  - You  are  in  defiance  of 
your  own  common  good.  Stop  what 
you’re  doing  and  leave  now.  Within 
the  hour,  you  will  see  someone  you 
know.  Ignore  them  to  save  time. 
You’re  late. 

Today’s  birthday  - 

Congratulations!  You  are  one  year 
closer  to  dying  a horrible  death. 


"The  day  I started  taking  advantage  of  the 
UPS  Earn  and  Learn®1  Program,  they  took  care 
of  everything.  All  the  fees  and  all  the  books. 

I definitely  recommend  UPS." 

- Jacob  Sulwer 

School:  Joliet  Junior  College 
Major:  Electrical  Engineering 
Job:  Part-Time  Supervisor  at  UPS 
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Earn^  Get  as  much  as  $23,000* 

Learn’  In  College  Financial  Assistance 


Considering  everything  that  a college  student  has  to  pay  for,  you  might 
want  to  consider  a part-time  job  with  UPS,  which  provides  a nice 
paycheck  and  benefits.  Qualify  for  our  Earn  and  Learn®  Program, 
and  you'll  also  receive  help  with  your  education-related  expenses. 

To  learn  more  about  Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportunities 
and  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn®  Program  at  Joliet  Junior  College, 
please  contact  Lewis  Strange  at: 

708-387-4884  ext.  5435 


www.upsjobs.com/chicago 

UPS  salutes  Jacob  and  his  intelligent  solution  to  furthering  his  education 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer  • ‘Program  guidelines  apply 
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Baseball  season  starts 
with  ‘nicely  blended’  team 


By  Adam  Fox 

With  snow  still  on  the  ground,  our 
boys  of  summer  have  a warm  glow  in 
there  hearts  for  the  game  they  grew  up 
with.  The  JJC  Baseball  team  is  ready  to 
get  their  season  started. 

The  Wolves’  first  game  of  the  sea- 
son is  on  March  9 versus  Prairie  State 
College.  From  March  14  through  the 
18,  the  Wolves  will  be  taking  a five 
game  road  trip  to  Tennessee. 

The  2004  team  features  a nice 
blend  of  returning  sophomores  and 
incoming  freshman. 

This  years  squad  of  warriors  is 
going  to  be  led  by  pitching,  and  plenty 
of  it.  The  two  pitchers  that  head  coach 
Wayne  King  is  counting  most  on  are 
Sophomores  Ben  Boresi  and  Scott 
Kratz. 

Boresi  received  the  honors  of  be- 
ing named  to  the  third  team  All-Ameri- 
can last  year. 

He  features  a fastball  in  the  upper 
80s,  and  has  a high  strike  out  to  in- 
nings pitched  ratio. 

While  his  counterpart  Kratz  was  6 
and  1 as  a starter  last  year.  Both  play- 
ers are  being  counted  on  to  lead  the 


team. 

Filling  out  the  rest  of  the  rotation 
will  be  freshman  Andy  Marquie,  Roy 
Beavides  and  Terry  Hartwig. 

King  also  hopes  that  Brandon 
Tauer  and  Jeff  Kozik  will  be  able  to  con- 
tribute heavily.  Both  players  have  ex- 
perience and  have  pitched  many  in- 
nings. 

Although  pitching  will  be  the 
teams’  greatest  strength,  don’t  count 
out  there  offensive  potency. 

Second  baseman  Wally  Wieczorek 
is  back,  and  looking  for  another  big 
season.  While  not  a true  power  hitter, 
Wieczorek  is  more  of  a contact  hitter, 
something  King  loves  from  his  play- 

“I  am  not  worried  about  home 
runs,”  King  said.  "People  out  getting 
runs,  that  will  get  us  going."  Last  year 
Wieczorek  led  the  team  in  RBls  and 
home  runs. 

Along  with  Catchers  Tim  Messer 
and  Pete  Wheeler,  Center  Fielder  Gerry 
Novak  will  all  be  asked  to  be  the  lead- 
ers on  this  star-studded  team. 

The  Wolves  are  currently  ranked 
number  three  in  a preseason  poll. 


Catch 

Wolves 

baseball... 

Home  - March  9 vs.  Prairie 
State  College  at  2:30  p.m. 

Away  - March  1 0 vs.  Prairie 
State  College  at  2:30  p.m. 

Home -March  11  vs. 
Moraine  Valley  Community 
College  at  2:30  p.m. 

Home -March  12  vs. 
Waukesha  Tech  at  2:30  p.m. 

Away  - March  1 4 vs. 

Motlow  State  C.C./Three 
Rivers  C.C.  at  12:00  p.m. 

Away  - March  15  vs. 

Motlow  State  Community 
College  at  1:00  p.m. 

Away  - March  16  vs. 
Columbia  State  Community 
College  at  1:00  p.m. 


Cy  Young  Award 
winner  conies  home 


s.com 


Greg  Maddux  duns  liis  old  Irani  \ jersey  mice  again. 


Experience 

" the  Benedictine  Difference 


Mated  Herrera  (fid  nd-wont  to  3tutfy  under  people  v,iha  merely  lalkcd 
about  tfc  blues  He  wanted  to  loom  from  pooplo  who  ployed  the  blues. 
Marcos  found  what  ho  wanted  at  Bonodiclina  University 
*Thc  music  instructors  and  pnjfoscom  at  Benedictine  UrrvoraitY  ccmc 
Ircm  all  backgrounds  and  arc  renowned  m the  music  indintry.'  said  Marcos, 
a music  and  Sparrah  major  from  Phoonin,  Arizona  “Some  of  nr/  jazz 
leathers  are  prominent  rn-cipara  in  the  Cheapo  area  Theychallongo  you 
to  teconw  open  to  new  pcmpccmco  and  ideas  Tho  faculty  love  what  they 
do.  3rd  it  3howo  in  trier  teaching  and  performance  skflb  * 

The  faculty  a"  Bcnoiotine  Urfvoraity  in  tide  do  mmc  Ihon  just  lei 
tho  things  they  know  — ihey  share  the  ihingr-  they  lore 
Apply  today  and  Expwienui  the  8ovcdfctive  Oiff«ninS& 
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Spring  Open  House 
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For  rixire  information,  call  16301 829-6300,  e-mail 
admissions^ben  edu  or  visit  us  on  the  Web  al  www.ben.edu 


Chiropractic... 


The  Choice  For  Me 


Jason  Kucma  is  a Third-year  student  from  Medford,  NJ.  He  graduated 
from  Ithaca  College  with  a Bachelor's  Degree  in  Exercise  Physiology 
concentrating  in  Cardiac  Rehabilitation. 

"The  only  thing  that  has  ever  captured  my  attention  was  studying  the 
human  body.  The  more  I learned  in  school,  the  more  I needed  to  know. 
The  most  logical  step  for  me  was  to  become  a Doctor  of  Chiropractic 
so  I could  truly  help  people". 

Before  making  his  decision  to  attend  Logan,  Jason  visited 
nearly  half  of  the  chiropractic  colleges  in  the  United  States 
‘ Logan  is  in  the  perfect  location  in  a safe,  residential  area. 

The  Admissions  staff  are  very  friendly  and  helpful  and  the 
faculty  are  excellent." 

Logan  College  offers  students  an  incredible  learning 
environment  blending  a rigorous  chiropractic  program  with 
diverse  and  active  student  population.  If  you  are  looking 
for  a healthcare  career  that  offers  tremendous  personal 
satisfaction,  professional  success  and  income 
commensurate  with  your  position  as  a 
Doctor  of  Chiropractic,  contact  Logan  College  of 
Chiropractic  today  and  explore  your  future. 


T noan  1-800-533-9210 

www.logan.edu 

Coiicgc*of*Chiropractic  loganadm@logan.edu 

1851  Schoetller  Rd.  Chesterfield.  MO  63017 


Jason  Kucma 
Third-Year  Student 


By  Adam  Fox 

On  Wednesday.  Feb.  1 8,  the  Chi- 
cago Cubs  signed  former  Cy  Young 
Award  winner  Greg  Maddux  fo  a two- 
year  deal  with  an  option  for  a third  if 
he  pitches  more  than  400  innings  in 
his  first  two  years. 

The  four-time  Cy  Young  winner 
rejoins  the  club  that  drafted  him  in 
1984.  Maddux,  37.  spent  seven  sea- 
sons with  the  Cubs  aud  won  his  first 
Cy  Young  uward  in  1 992  for  the  Cubs. 
That  same  year,  a money  dispute  led 
to  his  departure  and  he  left  Chicago 


Photo  courtesy  of  till'  Associated  Press 

- for  the  Atlanta  Braves, 
g Muddux  joins  ihc  already  im- 
pressive rotation  of  Mark  Prior,  Kerry 
f Wood,  Carlos  Zambrano  and  Matt 
1 Clement,  which  will  be  supported  by 
a stable  bullpen  that  includes  newly 
r acquired  LaTroy  Hawkins. 

1 Maddux,  who  is  1 1 wins  short 
of  reaching  300  total  victories  span- 
;t  ning  his  18-yeur  career,  looks  to 
achieve  thnt  goal  as  he  returns  to 
J his  original  teum  in  a push  for  an- 
3 oilier  playoff  appearance. 


Phone;  708.239.4768  Fax:  708.239.3983 


Keep  Going. 

A Bachelor’s  Degree  Is 
Within  Your  Reach! 

At  Trinity  Christian  College,  you  can 
finish  your  bachelors  degree  and/or 
earn  your  teaching  certification  in 

less  than  two  years. 

Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 

This  unique  program  1$  designed  for 
adults  who  have  completed  some  college 
course  work  and  would  like  to  cam  a. 
m Bachelor  d Ms  In  Education  with 
Teaching  CtrWialkn 
■ Bachelor  d Science  in  Business 
Trinity's  Adult  Studies  program  is: 

LJ  Co mwtowt- classes  med  only  one  night  a wmfc 
LU  Manceahto-contiru  working  while 
attwfieg  classes 

£□  Iftordafcto-Mioa  includes  the  cost  d books  and 
a laptop  computer,*  financial  aid  is  available 
to  those  who  qua  Sty 

til  Bmaly-coeioietB  you  bachelor's  degree  aad/cr 
teaching  certification  a less  than  two  years 

Call  n May  al  708 .239.1768  tor  more 
Mormattoa  ar  to  receive  a transcript  avatoaUon, 

®trj  nit/™  COLLEGE 
MOMEMTUM  FOi  II  T~1 


Februar^S^OO^ 


SPORTS 


12 


MaSL 


Chicago  Blackhawks  win  title 
of  ‘worst  team  in  America’ 


By  Adam  Fox 

In  winter,  thetime  between  the  Su- 
per Bowl  and  spring  training  is  con- 
sidered a void  for  sports.  The  only 
sports  to  feast  upon  are  basketball  and 
hockey.  And  if  you  follow  Chicago 
sports,  our  beloved  Bulls  and 
Blackhawks  are  nothing  to  get  excited 
about. 

In  the  Feb.  16  issue  of  ESPN  maga- 
zine, Peter  Keating  ranks  all  of  the  ma- 
jor league  clubs  from  the  National  Foot- 
ball  League,  National  Basketball 
League,  National  Hockey  League  and 
Major  League  Baseball.  He  ranks  them 
by  ownership,  stadium  appearance, 
coach  or  manager,  bang  for  the  buck, 
fan  relations,  affordability,  winning  and 
players. 

To  some  surprise,  out  of  the  120 
teams  that  were  ranked  (the  Houston 
Texans  were  not  rated  due  to  them  be- 
ing in  the  league  two  years),  the  Chi- 
cago Blackhawks  were  ranked  dead 
last,  the  worst  team  in  North  America.  I 
can  understand  why. 

This  is  no  great  surprise  to  any- 
one who  follows  these  warriors  on  ice. 
They  arc  an  abomination  in  the  world 


of  professional  sports. 

Not  to  say  that  this  is  a totally  bi- 
ased ranking  process,  it  is  just  a com- 
puter compilation,  like  something  you 
would  see  in  a math  class.  But  it  does 
give  us  a clear  image  of  who  is  the  best 
and  worst  overall  team.  But  why  would 
our  Blackhawks  be  dead  last?  Well 
most  of  it  has  to  do  with  management. 

In  the  article,  tight-fisted  owner  Bill 
Wirtz  is  rumored  to  have  said  that  in  an 
interview  with  a new  general  manager’s 
plan  for  winning  a Stanley  Cup  in  three 
years.  Wirtz  was  supposed  to  have  said 
that  “Don't  you  be  thinking  about  win- 
ning any  Stanley  Cups.  They're  too  ex- 
pensive." If  that  rumor  is  even  remotely 
true,  this  is  a sad  slate  of  affairs  for 
Chicago  Hockey. 

And  that  lack  of  passion  for  win- 
ning has  transcended  all  levels  of  the 
organization  all  the  ways  to  the  fans. 
Wirtz,  who  does  not  allow  home  games 
to  be  shown  on  television,  instead 
gouges  the  die-hard  fans  at  the  gate 
with  an  average  ticket  price  of  $50. 

The  rest  of  Chicago  does  not  get 
any  better,  with  the  Cubs  ranked  45, 
and  that  is  after  the  pennant  race  they 


were  in  last  year.  The  Bulls  stagger  in 
at  a distant  93,  even  after  not  being  in 
the  playoffs  for  five  years. 

The  White  Sox  come  in  at  a close 
99,  while  the  Bears  stumble  in  at  103, 
even  with  the  new  stadium  and  coach 
Lovie  Smith. 

But  for  the  Blackhawks  to  be  dead 
last  is  a total  disgrace.  The  Hawks  are 
not  even  the  most  popular  or  success- 
ful hockey  team  in  Chicago.  The  Chi- 
cago Wolves  of  the  American  Hockey 
League  are  fan  friendly,  and  very  suc- 
cessful (they  have  won  three  champi- 
onships since  1998). 

What  can  be  done  to  help  this 
beleaguered  franchise  known  as  the 
Blackhawks?  Well,  a new  owner  and  a 
General  Manager  would  be  a good  start. 
The  duo  of  Wirtz  and  Bob  Pulford  is 
like  letting  a blind-man  lead  a dance — 
very  dangerous.  Maybe  lowering  ticket 
prices  or  broadcasting  home  games 
might  be  another  area  to  work  on. 

Until  that  day,  Blackhawks  fans 
and  Chicago  fans  in  general  will  just 
need  to  hang  their  heads  in  shame  of 
this  once-proud  original  six  franchise 
known  as  the  Chicago  Blackhawks. 


Women’s  basketball  aiming  for  a 
chance  at  national  tournament 


By  Adam  Fox 

Going  into  his  third  year  as  head 
coach  of  the  Lady  Wolves,  Tony  Giese 
had  three  goals  for  his  girls.  The  first 
one  was  to  be  at  500  for  the  first  lime  in 
his  stead  here.  The  second  was  to  win 
conference,  while  the  third  goal  was  to 
get  in  a national  tournament. 

As  optimistic  as  he  tried  to  stay 
all  year,  he  will  not  be  successful  on 
his  first  two  goals.  With  one  game  to 
go,  the  Lady  Wolves  have  a record  of 
13-16;  so  for  a third  year  in  a row,  the 
Lady  Wolves  will  be  under  500.  And 
their  second  goal  to  win  their  confer- 
ence is  unachievable  because  they  lost 
to  Triton  College. 

But  their  final  goal,  to  get  into  a 
national  tournament,  is  still  alive.  And 
now,  with  their  roster  finally  set,  they 
are  hoping  to  make  one  last  push. 

This  semester  they  added  Shanta 
Harrison  and  Jenn  Zelco  to  the  roster. 
They  were  forced  to  drop  starling  for- 
ward Leticia  Barron  due  to  bad  grades. 

“We’re  getting  used  to  each 
other,"  Giese  said  in  reference  to  the 
new  members  of  his  squad.  “Starting 
to  come  together,  looking  for  a big  push 
at  the  end  here." 

With  a team  that  is  already  hurt- 


Head  coach  Tony  Giese  talks  strategy 
with  his  team  during  a time  oat  at  a 
recent  game. 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 

ing  on  size,  loosing  Barron  hurts  the 
team's  depth  considerably. 

“Letty  is  a battler,  a real  feisty 
player.  Hard  to  replace  a kid  like  that,” 
Giese  said. 

Despite  the  loss  of  Barron,  the 
team  continued  to  play  hard,  battling 
top-ranked  College  of  Dupage  on  Feb. 
10. 

The  number  onc-ranked  COD  is  a 
hard  squad  to  beat,  and  the  Lady 
Wolves  came  close,  but  in  the  end,  they 


still  lost  by  a score  of  49-58. 

Leading  the  way  once  again  was 
Kelly  Pero,  the  team  star.  She  had  24 
points  and  .3  steals.  Also  contributing 
was  Julie  Schmidt  with  1 6 points  and  8 
rebounds,  and  Jenna  Barghahn  with  6 
points,  3 assists  and  3 steals. 

That’s  not  to  say  that  this  season 
is  all  for  nothing.  The  Lady  Wolves 
have  had  their  share  of  success.  They 
have  played  many  great  games,  and 
their  game  versus  Milkin  JV  was  no 
cakewalk,  either. 

On  Feb.  18,  the  Lady  Wolves 
fought  a fierce  battle  and  came  out  the 
victors  in  an  overtime  battle.  Leading 
the  way  once  again  was  Pero  with  29 
points,  4 assists  and  3 steals.  Also  con- 
tributing were  Schmidt  with  13  points 
and  5 steals  and  Harrison  with  13 
points,  5 assists  and  6 rebounds.  Zelco 
had  9 points  and  2 steals. 

On  Feb.  27  and  28,  the  Lady 
Wolves  will  be  playing  in  a regional 
tournament.  The  winner  of  the  play- 
offs will  go  on  to  the  national  tourna- 
ment in  New  York.  The  Wolves  will  play 
the  number  three  seed  Oakton  Com- 
munity College. 

Keep  the  dream  alive  Ladies. 
Achieve  your  goals. 


Athletes  of 
the  Issue 


Julie  Schmidt 

For  this  freshman  point  guard  from  Beecher,  Illinois,  posting  up 
big  games  is  nothing  new  for  her.  She  has  been  playing  great  ball  for 
years,  and  she  is  propelling  the  Lady  Wolves  to  success.  In  the 
College  of  DuPage  game  on  Feb  10,  Schmidt  had  16  points  and  8 
rebounds,  while  in  the  Milkin  JV  game  on  Feb.  1 8,  she  had  1 3 points 
and  5 steals. 


Michal  Vavrek 

In  the  Feb.  1 7 game  versus  Robert  Morris  JV,  Vavrek  was  a domi- 
nating force,  as  usual.  He  posted  up  34  points,  a career  high,  and  1 4 
rebounds.  These  numbers  are  up  from  his  season  average  of  1 8 points 
and  11  rebounds  per  game.  He  has  been  the  driving  force  for  the 
Wolves  in  winning  1 7 in  a row — not  bad  for  a 6-9  center  from  Slovakia. 


Men’s  basketball  undefeated 
since  last  loss  on  Dec.  12 


By  Adam  Fox 

The  2004  men's  basketball  team 
entered  the  season  ranked  number  13 
in  the  NJCAA  pre-season  poll.  So  far 
the  team  has  not  disappointed. 

The  weight  of  the  season’s  out- 
come was  on  the  playing  of  four  re- 
turning sophomores:  center  Michal 
Vavrek  and  guards  David  Gullett,  Troy 
Shanks  and  Earl  Hughes. 

The  team  started  out  strong,  6-1, 
and  they  have  not  looked  back  since. 
Powered  by  the  strong  play  Vavrek, 
Shanks,  Gullett  and  freshman  forward 
Lavell  Richardson,  the  Wolves  have 
put  together  an  outstanding  season. 

The  last  loss  was  on  Dec.  12 
against  Columbus  State  Community 
College.  Ever  since  then  they  have 
strung  together  a very  impressive  col- 
lection of  18  wins. 

And  there  final  game  versus  Olive 
Harvey  our  Wolves  put  together  a to- 
tal thrashing  of  the  Olive  Harvey 
squad.  The  final  score  was  100-87. 

Leading  the  way  once  again  was 
Vavrek  with  24  points,  and  Shanks  also 
had  20  points. 

The  Wolves  had  6 players  in 
double-digit  scoring  including  Vavrek, 
Shanks,  Richardson,  William  Jennings, 
Gullett  and  Hudson 

Shanks  also  had  a huge  game  for 
the  sharp-shooting  sophomore. 
Shanks  had  6 three  pointers,  that  gives 


him  1 19,  and  makes  him  the  single-sea- 
son record  holder,  surpassing  Michael 
Mines  who  had  118  in  1996-1997. 

In  their  Feb.  1 7 game  against  Rob- 
ert Morris  JV,  the  Wolves  pulled  off 
their  17  straight  victory.  The  game  it- 
self was  an  easy  victory  for  our  tal- 
ented group  of  stars. 

The  Wolves  beat  Robert  Morris 
JV  92-82.  Leading  the  way  once  again 
was  Vavrek  with  34  points  and  14  re- 
bounds, while  sophomore  guard 
Gullett  had  11  points  and  5 steals  and 
Shanks  had  12  points  on  4 three-point- 

Meanwhile,  Richardson  scored  8 
points  and  brought  down  10  rebounds. 
But  the  star  of  the  game  had  to  be  fresh- 
man guard  Nate  Hudson,  who  had  the 
best  game  of  the  season.  Hudson  had 
17  points,  1 rebound,  and  2 assists. 

“This  team  is  really  playing  well 
together.  A good  mix  of  outside  shoot- 
ing or  going  to  the  inside  game.  They 
are  playing  well  at  the  right  time,”  said 
Director  of  Athletics  Wayne  King. 

At  28-2  the  Wolves  continue  their 
luck  into  the  regional  tournament  on 
Feb.  26.  The  Wolves  will  play  the  num- 
ber4  seed  Rock  Valley  College. 

The  last  time  these  two  teams 
butted  heads  on  Feb.  14,  our  Wolves 
came  out  the  victorious  with  a final 
score  of  90-75. 
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Annual  Woodland  Reunion  Pow  Wow 
celebrates  Native  American  heritage 


Displaying  colorful  regalia,  performers  exhibit  the  Native  American  culture  through  traditional  dances  in  the  gym  during  the 
annual  Pow  Wow  hosted  by  the  Native  American  Club  at  JJC.  Photo  by  Karen  RutT 


By  Karen  Raff 

On  Saturday,  March  13,  around  1,500 
people  from  all  over  came  to  JJC  to  see  the 
8lh  annual  Woodland  Reunion  Pow  Wow. 
The  event  took  place  at  the  main  campus 
from  noon  to  9 p.m.,  throughout  the  C build- 
ing concourse,  the  gymnasium  and  on  the 
bridge. 

“People  come  from  all  over  Illinois  and 
close  by,"  explained  Cindylou  Williams,  an 
attendee  from  Peoria.  "They  come  from 
Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Oklahoma,  Tennes- 
see, really  just  about  everywhere."  Will- 
iams explained  that  Pow  Wows  are  held 
throughout  the  country,  and  this  was  her 
fourth  Pow  Wow  of  the  year. 

Pow  Wow,  which  means  “good  time," 
definitely  lives  up  to  its  name.  Up  and 
down  the  C building  concourse  were  about 
35-40  vendors  selling  Native  American 
crafts,  clothing,  instruments,  and  music. 
Some  vendors  sat  at  their  stations  making 
their  beautiful  wares  right  in  front  of  the 
viewers. 

Among  the  items  on  display  were 
handmade  jewelry,  rugs,  animal  skins, 
dream  catchers,  vases  and  other  pottery. 
One  vendor  in  particular  featured  turquoise 
bracelets.  The  decorative  cultural  displays 
were  not  limited  to  items  being  sold,  how- 


ever. In  celebration  of  the  Pow  Wow, 
many  attendees  were  dressed  in  ornate 
outfits  covered  with  beads,  bells  or 


feathers. 

The  JJC  gymnasium  came  alive 
with  Native  American  dancing.  Out- 


fits of  all  different  colors  and  people 
of  all  different  tribes  filled  the  floor  to 
the  sound  of  drums.  The  dancers 


wore  garments,  or  regalia,  which 
complemented  their  dance. 

One  of  the  dances  performed  is 
known  as  the  fancy  shawl  dance. 
Originally  a Cherokee  mourning 
dance,  the  movements  of  the  danc- 
ers represented  the  movements  of  a 
female  butterfly  makes  when  their 
male  butterfly  husband  dies. 

"Originally,  for  the  Cherokee,  it 
was  a mourning  dunce,"  Williams 
said.  "Once  a man  crosses  over,  it  is 
a joyous  thing;  so  this  is  a joyous 
dance. "She  said  that  this  dance  is 
usually  performed  by  younger 
women,  because  of  its  aerobic  nu- 
ture.  The  older  women  perform  more 
traditional  dances. 

Fred  Harris,  the  adviser  for  the 
Native  American  Club,  said  that  the 
JJC  Pow  Wow  was  a success. 

"Everything  went  well  and  ev- 
eryone had  a good  time,"  Harris  said. 

Proceeds  from  the  Pow  Wow  are 
split  between  the  Native  American 
Club  and  the  American  Indian  Cen- 
ter, which  helped  sponsor  the  event. 

"We  hope  to  make  enough  to 
continue  the  event  next  year,"  said 
Harris. 


Professor  clarifies  Western 
misconceptions  of  Islam 


By  JimAUocco 

On  March  4,  JJC  hosted  a Brown  Bag 
Lecture  entitled  “Islam  and  Women”  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Roya  Falahi  as  part  of  a se- 
ries of  lectures  to  correct  common  West- 
ern misconceptions  about  the  Islamic 
World,  emphasizing  the  diversity  of  Islamic 
women  throughout  Africa,  Europe  and 
Asia. 

Using  research  conducted  by  a vari- 
ety of  scholars,  Falahi  showed  how 
“orientalism,"  or  the  view  of  many  West- 
ern scientists  to  study  all  Muslims  as  a 
whole  group  instead  of  seeing  and  inter- 
preting the  differences  throughout  the  Is- 
lamic World. 

She  compared  this  outlook  to  the  way 
Native  Americans  have  been  viewed  — 
not  as  individual  tribes,  but  as  if  their  dif- 
ferent tribes  and  societies  weren’t  unique 
and  distinct.  Falahi  focused  on  the  diver- 
sity of  three  very  separate  societies:  Mo- 
rocco, Turkey  and  Saudi  Arabia. 

As  many  people  know,  Saudi  Arabian 
women  must  be  completely  covered  when 
out  of  their  homes,  but  that  is  not  the  case 
in  Morocco  and  Turkey.  Turkey,  in  fact, 
completely  bans  headwear  to  be  worn  out- 
side of  the  mosques.  While  permitted  in 
Morocco,  it  is  not  forced. 

She  also  said  that  words  like  ‘Hijab,’ 
meaning  ‘modesty,’  and  ‘Jihad,’  meaning 
‘struggle  from  within.'  have  been  taken  out 
of  context  by  Westerners  who  have  placed 
a negative  spin  onto  the  words.  A woman's 
wearing  of  the  Hijab,  she  says,  “is  not  be- 
cause of  Islam  but  js  because  of  the  male 
hierarchy." 

When  discussing  polygyny,  Falahi 
said  it  is  not  allowed  in  many  Islamic  coun- 


Dr.  Roya  Falahi  speaks  to  Brown  Bag 
Lecture  attendees. 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 
tries  such  as  Turkey,  and  while  it  is 
allowed  in  others  like  Saudi  Arabia, 
there  are  certain  rules  so  it  does  not 
get  out  of  hand.  For  instance,  "a  man 
must  be  able  to  provide  for  all  wives, 
emotionally  and  financially."  she  said. 

To  show  us  our  own  sexism  and 
andocentric  in  our  own  culture,  Falahi 
added  that  the  Islamic  story  of  Adam 
and  Eve  does  not  place  blame  on  the 
woman  like  the  Christian  Bible  does. 

Another  interesting  fact  she  pro- 
vided is  that  "Conceptually,  there  is  no 
biological  sex  in  the  word  'Allah."’  Only 
when  ‘Allah’  is  translated  by  Western- 
ers is  there  an  attached  gender  like  that 
of  the  Christian  God. 

Misconceptions  like  these  have 
plagued  our  view  of  the  Islamic  World. 
“There  are  over  500  Muslim  women.” 
said  Falahi,  "and  Americans  determine 
an  opinion  on  most  of  them  from  their 
understanding  of  a minority  of  them." 

Keep  your  eyes  open  for  many 
more  Brown  Bag  lectures  to  be  held  at 
JJC  this  semester. 


Nursing  student  passes  away  at  home  March  1 

Nursing  student,  Kathleen  Savio  (Peterson).  40,  passed  away  on  Monday. 
March  1.  at  her  home  in  Bolingbrook. 

She  is  survived  by  her  children.  Thomas  and  Kristopher  Peterson;  father. 
Henry  (Marcia)  Savio;  four  siblings  and  numerous  nieces  and  nephews. 

Interment  took  place  on  Saturday,  March  6 at  Queen  of  Heaven  Catholic 
Cemetery  in  Hillside 


Hypnotist  entertains,  manipulates  minds 


Hypnotist  Fred  Winters  entertains  the  audience  by  making  his  subjects  obey  his 


By  Steven  DeAngeles 

Hypnotist  Fredrick  Winters 
states,  “Hypnotism  is  nothing  like  it 
is  made  out  on  television."  After  see- 
ing his  act  on  the  JJC  campus  on 
Wednesday,  March  10,  many  stu- 
dents would  agree  with  that  state- 
ment. 

The  hypnotic  tone  was  set  with 
quirky  jungle  music  playing  in  the 
background,  Winters  chose  nine  vol- 
unteers from  the  audience  on  the 
bridge  and  had  them  sit  in  chairs  with 
their  eyes  closed.  Despite  loud  noises 
from  the  passing  crowds  and  specta- 
tors, the  hypnotist  assured  his  can- 
didates that  after  falling  into  the  hyp- 
nosis they  would  continue  hearing 
the  noise,  but  they  would  remain  se- 

He  then  explained  that  he  would 
count  backwards,  and  at  the  end 
count  of  zero,  the  nine  volunteers 
would  be  completely  under  his  con- 
trol. The  contestants  would  decide 
the  outcome  and  details  of  the  pre- 
dicaments and  situations  Winters  pre- 
sented them  with.  The  people  with  the 
wackiest  portrayals  and  ideas  would 
gamer  the  biggest  laughs  from  the 
audience. 

This  psychological  spectacle 
played  out  like  a live  action  comedy 


game  show.  The  stunts  ranged  from 
making  the  participants  believe  their 
hands  were  cemented  shut  to  sug- 
gesting that  they  were  going  fishing 
or  getting  pulled  over  for  speeding. 

Winters  elicited  hilarious  re- 
sponses to  these  scenarios.  For  in- 
stance, when  he  asked  one  of  the 
hypnotized  subjects  what  they  would 
use  for  bait  on  the  fishing  trip,  the 


response  was  "A  beer  can."  An- 
other memorable  moment  took 
place  when  a hypnotized  student 
explained  that  their  excuse  for 
speeding  was  that  they  had  to  pee. 

Although  many  people  gath- 
ered to  watch  the  hypnotist  and  his 
subjects,  not  everyone  took  it  at 
face  value. 

When  asked  what  he  thought, 
a JJC  baseball  player  in  attendance 
said.  "I  think  they  went  a little  too 
far  with  it.” 

Another  student  was  skepti- 
cal, thinking  it  might  be  staged. 
However.  Winters  appeared  to  be 
avoiding  a staged  situation,  and 
even  eliminated  some  of  the  origi- 
nal contestants  for  laughing  too 
much. 

While  some  people  doubted 
the  legitimacy  of  Winters'  act  and 
others  questioned  its  ethics,  the 
large  crowd  demonstrated  his  abil- 
ity to  entertain  and  keep  people's 
attention,  whether  they  were  hyp- 
notized or  not. 


What  appears  to  be  dancing,  hypnotized  students  perform  for  the  audience. 

Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Board  introduces  plan 
to  accommodate 
increasing  enrollment 

It  doesn’t  take  a genius  to  realize  that  JJC  has  a space  problem.  Ask 
anyone  who  has  driven  around  for  twenty  minutes  searching  for  a parking 
spot  only  to  be  late  for  class.  Ask  anyone  who  has  stayed  an  extra  semester 
because  the  one  class  they  needed  to  graduate  was  full  by  the  time  they  tried 
to  register.  In  fact,  ask  pretty  much  anyone  who  has  walked  the  crowded 
halls  of  JJC.  It’s  an  inescapable  fact  that  the  student  population  has  grown 
beyond  the  facility’s  capacity. 

However,  that  may  be  about  to  change.  In  a March  10  press  release,  the 
board  of  trustees  announced  a new  four-point  plan  to  deal  with  growth  and 
diminishing  state  funding.  The  first  part  of  the  plan  involves  looking  at  us- 
age. They  hope  to  determine  peak  hours  of  operation  and  find  out  which 
classes  are  in  highest  demand,  in  an  attempt  to  better  accommodate  student 
needs. 

One  suggested  policy  change  would  be  to  implement  a tuition  differen- 
tial for  classes  offered  during  non-peak  times.  Students  who  sign  up  for 
weekend,  evening  and  possibly  even  afternoon  classes  would  pay  less  be- 
cause attendance  is  lower  during  these  times. 

This  seems  like  an  excellent  idea,  because  it  would  encourage  people  to 
come  at  other  times  instead  of  having  a mass  stampede  in  the  parking  lot 
every  weekday  morning.  Besides,  lower  tuition  even  on  a few  classes  is  sure 
to  make  people  happy. 

The  second  aspect  of  the  plan  is  to  find  out  more  about  impact  fees. 
These  are  fees  imposed  by  some  communities  on  developers  and  builders. 
The  money  collected  goes  toward  improving  the  community.  If  the  college 
can  tap  into  some  of  these  funds,  it  would  relieve  some  of  the  financial 
burdens  the  school  is  dealing  with  in  the  face  of  two  failed  referenda. 

Additionally,  the  board  intends  to  expand  the  parking  facilities  on  main 
campus.  It’s  about  lime  this  problem  was  dealt  with.  When  police  reports 
include  a dispute  over  a parking  space  leading  to  repeated  attempts  to  run 
over  a pedestrian,  and  when  news  releases  estimate  that  during  peak  times  as 
many  as  800  cars  have  been  parked  in  the  grass,  it  becomes  apparent  that 
sometiiing  must  be  done. 

Finally,  the  board  will  be  looking  at  alternative  forms  of  revenue  and 
discuss  expanding  facilities  on  campus  and  at  remote  sites.  In  a district  that 
serves  parts  of  seven  counties,  it  would  be  beneficial  to  open  up  classroom 
facilities  in  multiple  locations  so  everyone  in  the  district  can  have  easy  ac- 
cess to  the  college. 

The  Blazer  editors  support  this  newly  announced  plan.  We  hope  that 
the  campus  community  can  work  together  to  solve  these  issues  and  make 
education  accessible  and  affordable  for  anyone  who  wishes  to  attend. 

As  the  Blazer  was  going  to  press  Monday  night  the  board  of  trustees 
was  meeting  to  discuss,  among  other  things,  possible  tuition  hikes  and  bud- 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Hi, 


I was  online  and  happened  to 
stumble  onto  the  article  “Sexual 
Revolution  degrading  American 
people”  by  Matl  Furlane. 

I was  shocked  to  actually  read 
something  like  this,  that  someone 
else  in  this  thoughtless,  primal- 
minded  world  thought  and  felt  the 
same  way  as  1 did,  and  felt  so  strong 
about  it  to  actually  do  something. 

Now  that’s  news. 

Keep  up  the  great  work! 

Kelly  Forrest 

Dear  Kevin  Milligan: 

With  all  of  the  advertising  hype 
on  TV,  I can  understand  why  you 
would  make  the  statements  you  did 
about  Atkins  being  a “fad"  diet. 

If  the  truth  be  told,  many 
people  do  go  on  diets  for  entirely 
the  wrong  reasons,  so  your  confu- 
sion is  understandable. 

There  are  a few  things  I would 
like  to  point  out,  however  that  I think 
you  may  have  missed. 

Many  people  are  advised  by 
their  doctor  to  go  on  the  Atkins  diet 
and  to  cut  down  on  carbohydrates 


for  many  reasons. 

My  physician  advised  me  to  go 
on  it  because  my  triglycerides  were 
high,  and  because  of  a recent  diag- 
nosis of  diabetes. 

The  Atkins  diet  has  been  very 
helpful  in  keeping  my  blood  sugar 
in  check.  I also  did  lose  10  pounds 
in  the  process,  and  my  triglyceride 
medication  dosage  has  been  cut. 

The  aim  of  the  Atkins  diet  is 
not  to  totally  eliminate  carbohy- 
drates, but  to  cut  down  on  them. 

It’s  a well  known  fact  that 
some  carbs  are  needed  in  order  to 
supply  energy  to  the  body.  The  idea 
is  to  cut  back  so  your  body  doesn't 
have  to  store  the  excess  as  fat. 

Exercise  is  also  an  important 
part  of  any  dietary  regimen.  All 
physicians,  no  matter  what  diet  they 
are  trying  to  sell  or  promote  will  tell 
with  equal  emphasis  that  you  must 
also  exercise  to  bum  calories,  tone 
muscles  and  to  increase  the  me- 
tabolism and  cardiovascular  fit- 
ness. The  Atkins  diet  is  no  excep- 
tion. 

The  main  thing  that  anyone  try- 
ing to  lose  weight  has  to  remember 
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is  that  it’s  not  just  the  diet  and  ex- 
ercise, but  the  whole  lifestyle  that 
is  at  issue. 

This  is  the  part  that  I have  prob- 
lems with  at  times.  Like  so  many 
others,  I often  find  myself  short  on 
time,  and  the  local  McDonalds  or 
Burger  King  is  there  and  ready  to 
go. 

Preparing  healthy  meals  takes 
time  and  work  which  many  of  us 
may  nbt  feel  like  doing  after  a work 
day. 

It’s  the  same  way  with  exer- 
cise. Many  times,  we  may  feel  just 
too  tired  to  get  on  that  tread  mill,  or 
go  for  that  evening  walk,  or  we  may 
get  caught  up  on  a favorite  TV 
show. 

There  are  plenty  of  distractions 
out  there.  For  that  reason,  it  is  cru- 
cial to  make  healthier  living  a large 
part  of  our  life  styles.  It’s  a lot 
easier  said  than  done,  on  that  you 
will  get  no  argument  from  me.  I’ve 
struggled  with  it  for  years. 

So  far,  the  Atkins  diet  seems  to 
be  helping  me,  so  I would  say  that 
it’s  at  least  worth  a chance. 

Michael  D.  O'Brien 
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Gibson’s  ‘Passion’  fuels  controversey 


by  Steven  DeAngeles 

Shot  in  Italy  with  mostly  no-name 
actors,  director  Mel  Gibson  really  had 
his  hands  full  in  making  this  film,  espe- 
cially since  he  spent  his  own  $25  mil- 
lion for  the  production  costs.  To  make 
it  more  authentic,  Gibson  used  the  tra- 
ditional Latin,  Aramaic  and  Hebrew  lan- 
guages. 

James  Caviezel  played  Jesus  while 
enduring  some  pain.  During  the  mak- 
ing of  the  final  scene  when  Jesus  is 
being  crucified,  Caviezel  separated  one 
of  his  shoulders,  caught  hypothermia, 
and  was  struck  by  lightning.  His  shoul- 
der and  hypothermia  can  be  physically 
explained,  but  some  people  believe  the 
lightning  may  be  the  supernatural 
forces  striking  down  on  him  for  mim- 
icking Jesus. 

Some  medical  experts  have  said 
that  no  one  would  have  survived  the 
horrific  beatings  portrayed  in  the  movie. 
What  stands  out  more?  All  the  blood 
and  gore,  the  emptiness  of  the  sinners, 
or  the  forgiveness  of  Jesus  that  has 
made  some  people  say,  "This  movie 
changed  my  life?" 

Of  course  we  all  need  to  witness 
the  atrocities  Jesus  faced,  but  no  mat- 
ter what  you  say  or  make  out  of  it,  there 
will  always  be  someone  who  takes  of- 
fense. 

Most  Christians  give  it  four  stars, 
pointing  out  it  is  closer  to  the  Gospels 
than  any  other  movie,  while  others 
complain  that  the  movie  ends  too 
abruptly  with  not  enough  dialog  on 
Christ's  resurrection. 

In  New  York,  Rabbis  protested  this 
film  before  it  even  came  to  theaters. 
According  to  an  article  in  Christianity 
Today,  The  Anti-Defamation  League’s 
national  director,  Abraham  Foxman, 
said  at  an  ADL  national  executive  com- 
mittee meeting  in  February,  “For  almost 
2,000  years  in  western  civilization,  four 
words  legitimized,  nationalized,  and 
fueled  anti-Semitism:  The  Jews  killed 
Christ." 

To  me,  Foxman’s  statement  is  nar- 


row-minded. He  seems  to  be  basing  his 
opinions  about  this  event  and  this 
movie  on  his  emotional  response  to 
horrific  anti-semitic  events  such  as  the 
holocaust.  Hitler  was  historically  influ- 
enced more  by  scientific  determinism 
than  religious  rhetoric,  even  though  his 
propaganda  occasionally  took  advan- 
tage of  religious  anti-Semitism. 

On  the  other  hand,  Foxman  and 
those  who  share  his  views  are  not  the 
only  ones  who  aren't  seeing  the  big 
picture.  Any  person  who  actually  be- 
lieves in  Jesus  should  make  more  of  an 
effort  to  live  like  he  did  with  love  to- 
ward everyone.  He  taught  people  to 
look  into  their  own  hearts  before  they 
found  fault  with  someone  else,  and 
maybe  if  more  people  followed  that 
teaching  the  world  would  be  a more 
peaceful  place. 

In  1997,  Pope  John  Paul  II  ac- 
knowledged  many  Christians  turned 
their  back  on  the  holocaust  because 
they  believed  the  Jews  deserved  it  for 
rejecting  Christ. 

Clearly,  there  is  no  justification  for 
the  horrific  crimes  the  Jews  suffered. 
Any  person  who  believes  that  Jews 
today  arc  responsible  for  something 
that  happened  2000  years  ago  needs 
to  evaluate  their  own  sanity. 
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Jewish  theologian  and  holocaust 
survivor,  Eliezer  Berkovits,  believes 
“The  New  Testament  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous and  anti-Semitic  tract  in  human 
history.” 

However,  that’s  not  enough  to 
deter  Christians  from  reading  the  New 
Testament  or  going  to  see  The  Pas- 
sion of  the  Christ.  Neither  the  New 
Testament  nor  the  movie  are  about 
Jewish  dcicide  or  revenge.  Each  is 
about  God  taking  the  life  of  his  one 
and  only  son,  Jesus,  so  every  human 
can  live  a sinless  life.  Dig  as  deep  as 
you  want  to  try  to  find  out  the  whole 
truth  behind  the  historical  religious 
conflict,  but  no  one  yet  has  come  up 
with  a true  answer.  The  answers  ev- 
eryone comes  up  with  are  usually  bi- 
ased because  of  their  own  beliefs. 
People  believe  what  they  want  to  hear 
and  what  they  think  is  right. 

One  major  part  that  is  easily  over- 
looked in  this  movie  is  the  importance 
of  Satan  (Rosalinda  Celentano).  This 
is  the  part  Gibson  could  not  leave  out. 
Gibson  believes  Satan  is  a perversion 
of  true  beauty.  An  attractive  female 
that  is  as  white  as  a ghost  with  no  eye- 
brows can  take  the  allure  out  of 
Celentano.  Not  to  mention  a hideously 
hairy  baby  that  looks  like  it’s  forty  years 
old — this  mini-me  demon  turns  the 
lovely  warmth  of  a newborn  into  a cold, 
scary,  disgusting  devil  child. 

In  regards  to  this  film,  Gibson  said, 
“The  Holy  Ghost  was  working  through 
out  me  on  this  film  and  I was  just  di- 
recting traffic.” 

The  movie  is  mostly  based  upon 
the  Gospels  but  some  extra-biblical  cl- 
ements  were  added.  Before  Jesus  is 
crucified,  the  faithless  criminal  calls  out 
for  the  Lord  to  save  himself.  Then  a 
raven  flies  down  on  the  thief's  cross 
and  plucks  at  his  eyes.  This  makes 
Jesus  seem  a little  vindictive. 

Another  example  of  the  super- 
natural realm  is  when  Judas  is  being 
tormented  by  children.  These  were  not 
real  children  but  actually  imaginary, 
diabolical  demons  in  disguise.  Unable 
to  cope  with  a life  of  fear  and  betrayal, 
Judas  then  hangs  himself  with  a halter. 
Gibson  added  a rotting  donkey  carcass 
to  explain  where  Judas  got  the  halter. 

But  I guess  the  reason  why 
Gibson  made  this  film  wasn’t  to  teach 
Jesus'  whole  life,  just  the  worst  part  of 
it.  This  movie  shows  that  no  matter 
what  you  put  your  faith  in,  you  can 
lose  your  life  if  you  disagree  with  those 
who  have  more  power  and  authority. 


Staff  opinions 

Proposed  amendment 
violates  human  rights 


By  Dave  Cummings 
I am  truly  amazed 
that  the  president  of 
the  United  States  of 
- America,  land  of  the 

free,  can  sit  back  in 
I _ his  nice,  big  chair  and 

TP  propose  an  amend- 

ment to  ban  homo- 
sexual couples  from  receiving  a mar- 
riage license. 

It  amazes  me  even  more  that  many 
people  agree  that  homosexuals  should 
not  be  allowed  to  get  married. 

Why?  Is  it  because  it  goes  against 
the  tradition  of  American  marriage  or 
because  the  Bible  says  Adam  and  Eve 
were  united,  not  Adam  and  Brian  or  is 
it  because  “It  just  ain’t  right”? 

I,  for  one,  see  nothing  wrong  with 
two  people  who  love  each  other, 
whether  they’re  gay  or  straight,  get- 


ting married.  1 see  something  very 
wrong  when  you  start  taking  away 
people's  human  rights. 

Why  is  it  that  every  time  diversity 
stares  us  in  the  eyes,  we  look  away  in 
fear  and  disgust,  hoping  that  maybe  it 
will  just  go  away? 

It  sickens  me  to  see  that  Vice  Presi- 
dent Dick  Cheney’s  daughter  Mary, 
who  is  openly  lesbian,  can  continue 
with  the  president’s  campaign  because 
she  loves  her  father  and  makes  a six 
figure  income  doing  so. 

Maybe  the  next  time  people  listen 
to  one  of  the  president’s  freedom 
speeches,  they’ll  stop  and  take  a mo- 
ment to  think  about  what  the  word 
"freedom”  actually  means. 

I believe  that  if  this  amendment  is 
accepted,  we  will  be  spitting  on  the 
very  principles  that  this  country  was 
founded  on. 


Students  voice  opinions 
about  tech  planning 


By  Josh  Diller 

As  the  student  representative  on 
the  Technology  Planning  Committee 
(TPC),  I have  found  that  many  stu- 
dents are  not  aware  of  what  the  com- 
mittee is,  or  that  they  have  a voice  on 
it.  So  with  that  in  mind,  let  me  explain. 

The  TPC  is  charged  with  deter- 
mining how  to  allocate  the  money 
brought  in  with  the  technology  fee 
charged  for  every  credit  hour  taken. 
This  includes  purchasing  and  main- 
taining servers  for  the  internet  and  e- 
mail.  desktops  throughout  the  school, 
telephone  systems  and  pretty  much 
anything  else  you  can  think  of  that  is 
technology-related. 

One  of  the  things  the  TPC  has 
decided  to  do  is  allocate  a sum  of 
money  each  year  for  the  students  to 
determine  how  to  spend.  Some  of  the 
items  which  have  been  purchased 
with  this  money  include  new  comput- 


ers for  the  cyber  cafe,  the  e-mail  work- 
stations set  up  throughout  the  cam- 
puses, and  the  most  recent  purchase, 
cameras  to  monitor  the  bridge,  which 
will  be  installed  later  this  year. 

The  reason  I am  writing  this  is  that 
there  is  approximately  $14,000  left  in 
the  student  allocation  fund.  1 am  look- 
ing for  suggestions  from  fellow  stu- 
dents as  to  how  that  money  might  be 
spent.  If  you  have  a suggestion,  please 
e-mail  me  atjodiller@jjc.edu  and  I will 
certainly  take  a look  at  them. 

One  final  note.  This  is  my  last  se- 
mester at  JJC  and  the  Student  Govern- 
ment will  be  looking  for  someone  to  fill 
that  role.  If  you  plan  to  attend  JJC  next 
year,  and  are  interested  in  having  your 
voice  heard  in  a forum  such  as  this, 
please  e-mail  either  myself  at 
jodiller@jjc.edu  or  Anissa  Jones,  the 
Director  of  Student  Activities  at 
ajones@jjc.edu  for  more  information. 
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Student  trustee  questions:  what  is  peace? 


By  Drew  Duzinskas 

Peace.  Such  a strange  word,  with 
a myriad  number  of  definitions  depen- 
dent upon  the  context  of  its  use.  Peace 
on  earth.  Disturbing  the  peace.  At 
Peace.  Peace  of  mind.  What  does  it  re- 
ally mean?  That  perplexing  question 
has  left  me  searching  for  an  answer  that 
is  as  arbitrary  as  the  person  you  ask. 

The  search,  for  me.  began  while  in 
the  process  of  organizing  the  upcom- 
ing Peace  Rally  that  will  take  place  April 
2 1 st  on  the  bridge  here  at  J JC  from  1 1 - 
2.  During  a loosely  organized  meeting 
held  in  the  Student  Government  office 
during  the  nascent  stages  of  this  pro- 
cess, one  of  my  fellow  peacemongers 
asked  the  question,  simply,  innocently, 
and  directly:  What  is  peace?  Shinned 
silence  filled  the  room.  Even  I,  the  or- 
ganizer of  this  event,  had  no  definitive 
answer.  And  so  began  our  quest  for  an 
answer  as  elusive  as  peace  itself. 

I began  by  asking  those  progeni- 
tors of  peace  that  surrounded  me  what 
peace  meant  to  them.  Most  of  them, 
like  myself,  were  unsure,  so  we  began 
to  throw  out  ideas.  “Peace  is  the  ab- 
sence of  war”  one  declared.  “Peace  is 
harmony  with  others"  another  claimed. 


Good  answers  no  doubt,  but  still,  there 
was  a feeling  that  these  explanations 
were  lacking  something.  What  was  it? 
What  was  the  cornerstone  upon  which 
Peace  is  built?  Suddenly  realizing  that 
I had  an  unchecked  e-mail,  1 turned  and 
looked  at  the  computer  that  I sit  at  now 
writing  this  article,  and  opened  an  e- 
mail  from  my  friend,  mentor,  and  role 
model,  biology  teacher  Andy  Neill. 

Andy  has  served  as  a spark,  I be- 
lieve, for  the  flame  of  Peace  that  has 
been  kindled  here  at  JJC.  He  was  one 
of  the  members  of  the  original  five-per- 
son committee  that  organized  last 
year’s  day  of  reflection  and  activism, 
but  this  semester  he  is  on  sabbatical  in 
Arizona  doing  ecological  research. 
However,  I did  inform  him  that  we  were 
organizing  another  rally,  and  as  if  drawn 
by  ethereal  forces,  I received  a 
communique  from  him  the  day  of  this 
particular  meeting.  The  e-mail  con- 
tained the  usual  pleasantries  concern- 
ing his  life,  and  inquiries  about  mine. 
But  the  last  line  was  written  as  if  he 
knew  the  question  we  pondered  at  that 
particular  moment.  He  said  “Peace  is  a 
state  of  mind,  first  and  foremost,  and 
must  begin  with  the  individual” 


It  was  at  this  epiphanous  moment 
that  we  all  seemed  to  realize  the  an- 
swer to  our  question.  In  fact,  it  was 
already  known  to  us.  but  had  simply 
gone  unrecognized.  The  theme  of  this 
Peace  Rally,  like  the  one  before  it,  was 
Let  Peace  Begin  With  Me.  1 had  never 
even  realized  the  depth  of  the  state- 
ment, and  the  truth  that  it  held  on  so 
many  levels.  For  any  Peace  to  be 
achieved,  no  matter  what  kind  it  is,  one 
must  find  Peace  within.  It  is  only  when 
that  is  achieved  that  the  chain  reaction 
can  begin.  When  we  find  peace  in  our- 
selves, we  can  have  peace  with  others. 
When  we  can  have  peace  with  others, 
we  can  have  peace  in  the  land.  And 
when  peace  in  the  land  is  attained,  then 
peace  in  the  world  becomes  possible. 

Bruce  Springsteen  once  said  “You 
can’t  start  a fire  without  a spark,"  and 
truth  be  known  that  is  what  we  are  try- 
ing to  create,  a spark  pf  peace  that  we 
hope  will  one  day  blaze  brighter  than 
the  sun  above  and  bum  in  the  souls  of 
all  that  we  can  touch.  With  that  said, 
know  that  peace  is  within  our  grasp,  if 
only  within  ourselves,  and  that  is  all 
we  can  really  hope  for,  and  I,  like  I hope 
you  can,  will  let  peace  begin  with  me. 


Speech  Team  takes  on  nationally 
ranked  4-year  institutions  in  Peoria 


Three  members  of  JJC’s  Speech 
Team  participated  in  the  Illinois  Inter- 
collegiate Forensics  Association  Tour- 
nament held  at  ICC  in  Peoria  on  March 
5 and  6. 

Kevin  Schaefer  placed  6th  in  the 
state  in  Poetry  Interpretation  and  Pro- 
gram of  Oral  Interpretation. 

Matt  Steffen  placed  6th  in  the  state 
in  Dramatic  Interpretation.  Jennifer 
Arbogast,  who  is  new  to  the  team  this 
semester,  also  participated  in  the  tour- 


nament. 

"This  was  an  extremely  tough 
competition,"  said  adviser  Bobette 
Wolesensky.  "I  am  really,  really  proud 
of  our  competitors’  success  at  this  chal- 
lenging tournament." 

Wolesensky  explained  that  in  this 
competition,  students  from  2-year  col- 
leges competed  head-to-head  with  stu- 
dents from  nationally  ranked  4-year 
colleges  including  Bradley  University. 
Northwestern  University,  Illinois  State 


University,  University  of  Illinois  and 
Northern  Illinois  University.  A total  of 
16  schools  with  a combined  total  of  over 
300  students  participated  in  the  com- 
petition this  year. 

Next  up  for  speech  team  will  be 
the  Phi  Rho  Pi  Regionals  at  Harper 
College  on  March  1 9 and  20. 

This  will  be  their  last  competition 
prior  to  the  Phi  Rho  Pi  Nationals,  which 
will  be  held  in  Woodland  Hills,  Calif., 
from  April  11-18. 
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I -888.NLU.TODAY  or  visit  www.nl.edu. 

And  you’ll  benefit  from; 

▲ Small  cUss  sires:  R9H  have  20  or  fewer  students-  Ranked  tl  hy 
US,  Now  & WirW  Jh'/wr* 

A Smallest  average  undergraduate  ttudent  loan  debt:  SH.IMl). 

Ranked  95  Ivy  US.  News  d*  Work!  Report' 

A Cteses  that  meet  only  one  evening  per  wwk 

A Locations  dose  to  you 
A Faculty  vriih  extensive  practical  experience 
A Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with  fiiunc  stl  aid  and 
scholarships  available 
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Luck  of  the  Irish:  How  did  it 
all  begin?  That’s  the  question 

“Why  should  you  never  iron  a four  leaf  clover? 

You  don’t  want  to  press  your  luck.” 

- Daryl  Stout 


By  Lisa  Frieri 

A dyed-green  Chicago  River  and 
shamrock  shakes  at  McDonald’s  can 
only  mean  one  thing:  St.  Patrick’s  Day 
is  around  the  comer.  But  does  anybody 
really  know  what  St.  Patrick  did  to  de- 
serve being  declared  a saint? 

I decided  to  explore  my  Irish  heri- 
tage and  investigate  the  legend  of  St. 
Patrick.  Although  Patrick  is  the  patron 
Saint  of  Ireland,  he  was  bom  in  Wales 
around  385  A.D  under  the  British  name 
Succat. 

At  the  age  of  1 6,  he  was  kidnapped 
by  Irish  marauders  that  raided  his  vil- 
lage. During  that  lime,  he  prayed  and 
became  closer  to  God.  After  being  en- 
slaved for  six  years,  he  went  to  study 
in  a monastery  under  St.  Germaine  in 
Gaul. 

After  twelve  years,  he  discovered 
his  calling  as  a missionary.  Patrick  then 
wanted  to  go  back  fo  Ireland  to  con- 
vert the  pagans,  but  his  superiors  sent 
him  to  St.  Palladius. 

Two  years  later,  Patrick  was  trans- 
ferred to  Scotland.  At  this  time,  he 
changed  his  pagan  name  to  a Christian 
one,  Patrick.  He  was  appointed  to  be 
the  second  Bishop  in  Ireland,  where  he 
was  very  successful  converting  pagans 
to  Christianity.  He  set  up  Christian 
schools,  churches  and  monasteries 
throughout  the  country. 

Not  everyone  was  convinced  that 
Patrick  was  improving  Ireland.  The 
Celtic  Druids  arrested  him  several  times, 
but  he  escaped. 

St.  Patrick  worked  in  Ireland  for 
thirty  years  before  retiring  in  County 
Down.  He  died  on  March  17,461  A.D. 
The  holiday  was  brought  over  by  Irish 
immigrants  and  became  a holiday  in  the 
US  in  1737. 


Famous  Irish  People 

On  March  17,  everybody  is  Irish 
for  a day,  but  these  folks  arc  Irish  all 
year  round: 

Tom  Brady  (quarterback  for  the 
New  England  Patriots) 

Sandra  Day  O’Connor  (first 
woman  appointed  to  the  Supreme 
Court) 

Drew  Barrymore  (actress,  50  First 
Dates) 

Bill  Murray  (comedian  and  actor, 
Lost  in  Translation ) 

Patricia  Heaton  (actress,  Every- 
body Loves  Raymond) 

Heather  Graham  (actress,  Austin 
Powers  2) 

Ed  Bums  (movie  writer,  director 
and  actor,  She  'j  the  One) 

Peter  Gallagher  (actor,  OQ 

Colin  Farrell  (actor,  Phone  Booth, 
Daredevil) 

Will  Farrell  (comedian,  actor,  Old 
School) 

Conan  O'Brien  {Late  Night  with 
Conan  O ' Brien ) 


“As  you  slide  down  the  banister  of  life,  may  the  splinters 
never  piont  in  the  wrong  direction!” 

- Irish  Blessing 
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Holistic  Wellness,  Peers  Promoting 
Wellness  encourage  volunteering 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 

For  the  past  seven  and  a half 
months,  the  Joliet  Junior  College  com- 
munity has  risen  up  to  help  meet  the 
volunteering  needs  of  the  surround- 
ing area. 

Spearheaded  by  the  Office  of  Ho- 
listic Wellness  working  in  conjunction 
with  Peers  Promoting  Wellness,  the  first 
annual  community  service  drive  has 
taken  off. 

Introduced  this  September  by  the 
head  of  holistic  wellness,  Pam  Dilday, 
along  with  Professor  Lori  Fomaris  of 
the  Fine  Arts  Department,  the  commu- 
nity service  drive  has  been  continu- 
ally growing  as  word  has  spread.  A 
warm  reception  by  clubs  and  faculty, 
and  some  early  press  from  the  Herald 
News,  has  transformed  a goal  of  5000 
volunteer  hours  that  Dilday  once  felt 
was  "lofty"  into  an  achievable  objec- 

Crcated  as  a general  wellness  pro- 
gram, the  community  service  drive  has 
also  served  as  a force  of  positive  pro- 
motion for  the  college.  Dilday  hopes 
that  the  community  service  drive  will " 
show  people  in  the  community  that 


people  associated  with  JJC  are  giving 
back." 

Having  only  been  in  existence  for 
a short  time,  the  community  service 
drive  has  had  a great  deal  of  response 
from  those  looking  to  volunteer  as  well 
as  organizations  who  have  heard  about 
the  program  and  seek  to  garnish  the 
help  of  student  volunteers. 

"You  feel  better  when  you  do 
things  for  other  people,”  Dilday  said. 
In  an  attempt  to  give  this  feeling  of 
accomplishment  to  the  student  body, 
a billboard  has  been  assembled  on  the 
bridge  to  advertise  volunteer  opportu- 

Dilday  admits  that  the  information 
on  the  board  is  "bare  bones”  and  in- 
vites students  into  the  Holistic 
Wellness  Office  to  examine  the  plethora 
of  opportunities  available.  With  orga- 
nizations ranging  from  the.  Grundy 
County  Youth  Conference  to  the  Ameri- 
can Red  Cross,  the  number  and  variety 
of  volunteer  opportunities  is  as  Dilday 
says  “simply  huge." 

Perhaps  one  misunderstood  as- 
pect of  the  community  service  drive  is 
that  individual  community  service  per- 


formed without  the  guidance  of  the  Ho- 
listic Wellness  Office  does  indeed 
count  toward  the  total  number  of  goal 
hours.  That  means  that  time  spent  vol- 
unteering for  church  groups,  other  pri- 
vate organizations,  and  even  court 
mandated  service  is  eligible  and  Dilday 
encourages  all  those  involved  to  "log 
those  hours.” 

With  the  college  currently  facing 
a budget  crisis,  the  community  service 
drive  is  indeed  a benefit  for  the  school. 
Requiring  little  operating  cash,  the 
drive  sends  a very  positive  message 
to  both  the  surrounding  area  and  the 
students  themselves. 

Dilday  reports  that  there  have 
been  numerous  repeat  volunteers  as 
well  as  an  increase  in  club  interest. 

However,  with  only  a few  months 
left  in  the  school  year,  the  drive  is  still 
a ways  off  from  completing  their  goal, 
which  is  currently  at  51  percent.  Any- 
one interested  in  volunteering  for  com- 
munity service  or  anyone  currently  in- 
volved with  community  service  should 
contact  the  Holistic  Wellness  Office  on 
the  bridge  in  room  H 1 0 1 5B . 


NEWS  BRIEFS 


Gospel  Fest 

The  Black  Student  Union  and  the 
Committee  for  African  American  Con- 
cerns invite  you  The  Gospel  Fest  Ex- 
travaganza on  Saturday,  March  20  at 
6 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 
Grammy  Award-winning  artist  Darius 
Brooks  and  SDM  will  be  performing. 
Others  featured  will  include  Lewis 
University  Gospel  Choir.  JJC  BSU 
Gospel  Choir,  Mount  Zion  Voices  of 
Melody  and  Joliet  Central  New  Era 
Choir. 

Tickets  are  $20  for  adults  and  $15 
for  students  and  seniors.  To  pur- 
chase tickets,  please  contact  Tawana 
Hughes  at  ext.  2302,  Mildred  Holmes 
at  ext.  2357  or  Anissa  Jones,  ext.  2755. 
Tickets  will  also  be  available  for  pur- 
chase at  the  door! 

College  Fair 

Representatives  from  state  col- 
leges and  universities  will  be  on  the 
D-Concourse  for  the  Illinois  College 
Fair  on  Wednesday.  March  17.  from 


10  a.m.  - noon.  Call  ext.  2537  for  more 
information. 

Nursing  Job  and  Academic  Fair 

The  Multicultural  Transfer  Center 
is  hosting  a Nursing  Job  and  Academic 
Fair  on  Thursday,  March  18,  from  10 
a.m.  - 2 p.m.  on  the  D-Concourse.  The 
fair  offers  employment  and  higher  edu- 
cation opportunities  for  nursing  stu- 
dents. 

Feminism  lecture 

Dr.  John  Lyons  of  the  Social  and 
Behavioral  Sciences  Department  pre- 
sents Teaching  about  Feminist  Move- 
ment Through  the  Seneca  Falls  Dec- 
laration on  Thursday,  March  18,  at 
11 :30  a.m.  in  room  J-0006. 

Chamber  Recital 

The  Fine  Arts  Department  pre- 
sents a chamber  recital  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Liley,  saxophone,  and  the  JJC  Brass 
Quintet  on  Thursday,  March  18,  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Admission  is  free. 


Brass  Quintet  players  are  Jeff 
McMillin  and  Debbie  Brubeck,  trum- 
pets; Rich  Blaha,  French  horn;  Chuck 
Morgan,  trombone;  and  John  Ciyder, 
tuba.  They  will  perform  the  music  of 
Bach,  Hartley,  Tull,  and  Holcombe. 
For  more  information,  call  extension 
ARTS. 

Geometry  in  Children’s  Lit- 
erature 

On  Monday,  March  15,  Erica 
Kwiatkowski-Egizio  will  give  a spe- 
cial presentation  titled,  “An  Explora- 
tion of  Geometry  Through  Children's 
Literature."  This  presentation  is  be- 
ing hosted  by  the  JJC  Elementary 
Teachers  of  Tomorrow  club,  and  they 
invite  everyone  to  attend  and  partici- 
pate in  the  learning  experience.  There 
will  also  be  food  and  door  prizes.  The 
workshop  will  be  at  2 p.m.  in  room  F- 
2002.  For  further  information,  please 
contact  Erica  Kiwatkowski-Egizio  of 
the  math  department  by  calling  ext. 
2810.oremailhcrateegizio@iic.edu. 
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USF  with  Ease! 

At  the  University  of  St,  Francis  more  than 
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JJC  Police  Reports 


Bv  Brian  Delaney 

Mon.  2-2  Burglary.  At  8: 10  a.m, 
it  was  reported  that  three  complete  e- 
4100  Gateway  computer  systems  were 
stolen  from  roomT-2047. 

Tries.  2-3  - Assist  other  agency, 
disturbance.  At  11p.m.,  a complaint 
from  the  director  of  JJC  student  hous- 
ing reported  that  two  student's  apart- 
ments at  Centennial  Commons  was 
broken  into.  A large  group  of  uniden- 
tified males  broke  through  the  doors, 
breaking  the  door  jam. 

Wed,  2-4  Burglary  to  motor  ve- 
hicle. At  9p.m.,  it  was  reported  that  a 
car  in  the  East  Lot  1 had  audio  sys- 
tem and  equipment  removed  from  it. 
The  driver  door  was  pried  open.  Items 
removed  included  100  CDs  (valued  at 
$ 1 500),  two  capacitors  ($320),  two  au- 
dio amps  ($1200),  four  subwoofer 
speakers  ($1800),  one  subwoofer  box 
($800),  and  one  leather  jacket  ($320). 

Wed.  2-4  Criminal  trespass,  re- 
sisting officer.  Daron  Drake  was  ar- 
rested at  Centennial  Commons  for 
violation  of  trespass  notice  and  re- 
sisting a police  officer.  According  to 
JJC  Police,  Drake  ran  from  the  report- 
ing officer,  jumping  from  second  floor 
of  Building  3.  He  resisted  arrest,  but 
was  ordered  to  the  ground  at  gun- 
point. 

Mon.  2-9  Assault.  A dispute 
over  a parking  spot  at  the  south  end 
of  North  Lot  2,  lead  to  an  unidentified 
motorist’s  repeated  attempts  to  run 
over  another  subject  on  foot. 

Tries.  2-10  Driving  while  license 
suspended.  According  to  campus 
police,  Charles  Khio  was  arrested, 
cited,  and  released  on  a $2000 1-Bond 
for  driving  while  license  suspended, 
operating  an  uninsured  motor  ve- 
hicle, and  failure  to  signal. 

Wed.  2-18  Will  County  war- 
rant. According  to  JJC  Police,  Jeffery 
Kozik  was  arrested,  booked,  and 
transported  to  the  Will  County  Adult 
Detention  Facility  for  three  Will 
County  warrants. 


Thurs.  2-19  Disorderly  c 
duct,  resisting  officer.  According  to 
JJC  Police,  Ajarus  Jones  was  arrested 
for  disorderly  conduct  and  resisting 
a police  officer.  Jones  was  transported 
to  the  Will  County  jail  on  an  ( 
standing  warrant  for  failure  to  appear 
in  court.  According  to  JJC  Police, 
Antoine  Bagwell  was  also  arrested  for 
obstructing  a police  officer.  Both 
were  issued  notices  of  trespass  and 
were  referred  to  the  student  code. 

Fri.  2-20  Theft  under  $300.  $61 
dollars  belonging  to  the  Vet  Tech  Club 
was  stolen  out  of  desk  drawer  in 

ficeV-1030. 

SaL  2-21  Driving  while  license 
suspended.  According  to  JJC  Police, 
Ronald  Varner  was  arrested,  cited  and 
released  on  a $1000  I-bond  for  driv- 
ing with  a suspended  license. 

Wed.  2-25  Driving  while  license 
suspended.  According  to  JJC  Police, 
Corey  Moore  was  arrested  in  the  fac- 
ulty and  staff  area  of  East  Lot  3 for 
driving  with  a suspended  license. 

Wed.  2-25  Driving  while  license 
suspended.  According  to  JJC  Police. 
Ronald  Evans  was  arrested,  cited  and 
released  on  a $1000  bond  for  driving 
with  a suspended  license  at  the  north- 
bound lanes  of  College  Rd. 

Fri.  2-27  Driving  while  license 
suspended.  According  to  JJC  Police, 
Sherrie  Watts  was  arrested  at 
Longford  Dr.  at  Houbolt  Rd.  for  driv- 
ing with  a suspended  license. 

Mon.  3-1  Driving  while  license 
suspended.  According  to  JJC  Police, 
Titus  Payton  was  arrested,  cited,  and 
released  on  a $1000  1-bond  at  Cen- 
tennial and  Olympic  Drives  for  driv- 
ing with  a suspended  license. 

Fri.  3-5  Driving  while  license 
suspended. According  to  JJC  Police, 
Charles  Khio  was  arrested,  cited,  and 
released  on  a $1000  I-bond,  outside 
of  the  Centennial  Commons  club- 
house, for  driving  with  a suspended 
license. 
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JJC  production  ‘Guys  and  Dolls’  showcases  local  acting  talent 


by  Rosalie  Lewis 

The  JJC  community  got  a taste  of 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  Broadway  on 
March  4-7,  when  the  Fine  arts  depart- 
ment presented  the  beloved  musical 
Guys  and  Dolls  written  by  Frank 
Loesser,  Jo  Swerling,  and  Abe  Burrows. 

With  stage  direction  by  Zachary 
Bloomfield  and  musical  direction  by 
Sue  Malmbcrg,  this  entertaining  story 
was  enhanced  by  the  talents  of  local 
actors,  musicians  and  set  designers, 
providing  the  audience  with  a fun  and 
memorable  show. 

The  cast  of  Guys  and  Dolls  dem- 
onstrated tremendous  skill  and  terrific 
comedic  timing  and  vocal  ability,  even 
down  to  capturing  the  trademark  New 
York  accent  and  attitude. 

Steve  Hahn  played  Nathan  Detroit, 
a good-hearted  gambler  who’s  just  try- 
ing to  find  a place  to  hold  his  craps 
game.  His  dead-on  New  Yorker  por- 
trayal drew  many  laughs  from  the  au- 
dience. 

His  struggle  to  make  a living  and 
still  have  a good  time  was  a theme  ev- 
eryone could  relate  to.  Hahn  captured 
this  inward  struggle  and  made  it  au- 
thentic as  well  as  entertaining. 

Nathan  Detroit’s  fiancee  of  14 
years,  Miss  Adelaide,  was  played  with 
sass  and  sweetness  by  Holly  Kilgore, 
who  reminded  me  of  what  Brittany 
Murphy  might  be  like  if  she  could  act. 

Kilgore’s  scene-stealing  perfor- 
mance was  endearing  and  believable, 
as  she  acted  the  part  of  a girl  with  more 
patience  than  most  of  us,  sticking  with 
her  boyfriend  despite  his  significant 
commitment  phobia. 

She  just  wants  to  settle  down  and 
get  married,  but  it  seems  that  every  time 
she  thinks  she’s  finally  going  to  get 
her  wish,  Nathan  backs  out  of  it  some- 
how. 

The  part  of  Sky  Masterson,  so 
named  because  of  his  outrageous  bets. 


was  played  by  Ryan  Bennett  with 
aplomb  and  charm.  An  eternal  bach- 
elor always  looking  for  a chance  to 
gamble,  this  character  goes  through 
perhaps  the  biggest  transformation  of 
any  in  the  play. 

On  a bet  (what  else),  he’s  met  with 
the  task  of  wooing  the  one  woman  least 
likely  to  fall  for  him:  Sarah  Brown 
(played  by  Rachel  Glim),  a devout  mis- 
sion worker  who  loathes  everything 
about  Sky’s  lifestyle  and  sinful  ways. 
Yet  even  Sarah  has  a hard  time  resist- 
ing this  smooth-talking  sinner,  and  an 
unlikely  romance  develops. 

It's  impossible  not  to  root  for 
these  two  characters,  and  Bennett  and 
Glim  gave  us  every  reason  to  applaud 
as  we  watched  them  slowly  soften  and 
fall  in  love. 

Who  could  forget  the  hilarious 
performances  by  Terry  Hoffman  as 
Benny  Southstreet,  John  Shankle  as 
Nicely  Nicely  Johnson? 

These  two  characters  generated 
plenty  of  laughter  and  cheers  as  em- 
ployees of  Nathan  Detroit  who  aren't 
the  smartest  of  fellows  but  they’re 
quick  to  lend  a hand. 

The  acting  and  music  were  impec- 
cable, but  the  play  would  not  have  been 
the  same  without  the  numerous  sets 
that  acted  as  the  backdrop  for  these 
colorful  characters. 

The  carpenters  and  set  designers 
should  be  commended  for  their  beauti- 
ful work  in  recreating  New  York  City 
and  Havana  circa  1950. 

If  you  were  unfortunate  enough 
to  have  missed  this  spectacular  show, 
take  comfort  in  knowing  that  there’s 
still  one  more  play  on  the  agenda  for 
this  season.  Talking  Willi  will  be  pre- 
sented April  1-4,  so  be  sure  to  attend! 

For  information  on  ticket  prices 
ahd  showtimes,  contact  the  fine  arts 
department  by  calling  280- ARTS. 


Scenes  from  the  stage 


Sieve  Halm  as  Nathan  Detroit! left)  and  Ryan 
Bennett  as  Sky  Masterson  livened  up  the  New 
York  City  scape  of  Guys  and  Dolls. 


Holly  Kilgore  played  Miss  Adelaide,  who 's  been  engaged  to  Nathar 
Detroit  (Steve  Hahn)  for  the  last  14  years. 


Even  Sarah  Brown  (Rachel  Glim)  con 
resist  the  charms  of  Sky  Masterson 
(Ryan  Bennett). 


Photos  by  Adam  Fox 
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CD  Review:  Horrorpops-Hell  Yeah! 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 

The  musical  sub-genre  of 
psychobilly  has  long  been  one  of  my 
favorites.  So  with  rapt  expectation  I 
rushed  out  to  purchase  the  new  release 
by  the  Horrorpops  entitled  "Hell  Yeah!” 
Composed  of  former  members  of 
the  Nekromantix,  the  HorTorpops  set 
out  to  blend  classic  punk  and 
rockabilly  with  a dash  80s  new  wave. 
The  results  of  this  union  are,  sad  to 
say,  utterly  tragic. 

At  its  core  psychobilly  takes  clas- 
sic rockabilly  styles  and  infuses  them 
with  a blistering  punk  mentality.  Stand- 
up  basses  are  played  at  mach  5,  while 
guitar  riffs  and  vocals  soar.  Being  a 
small  community,  psychobilly  bands 
that  are  able  to  arrange  a semi-major 
release  tend  to  be  pretty  talented. 

Talent  is  one  thing  that  the 
Horrorpops  do  not  lack.  However,  it 
must  be  said  that  the  talent  found  within 
the  Horrorpops  is  of  the  totally  wasted 
variety.  Even  a quick  listen  will  reveal 
that  the  lead  vocalist  Patricia  has  the 
capability  to  be  a singer  of  some  praise. 

Meanwhile  the  former  members  of 
the  Nekromantix  have  previously 
proved  themselves  in  several  past  re- 
leases, Yet  on  "Hell  Yeah!”  the  instru- 


mentation is  uninspired  and  bland. 

It  almost  seems  that  the  band 
member  were  not  that  excited  about 
playing  the  songs  themselves.  To  be 
perfectly  honest  I cannot  blame  them 
because  I am  equally  unenthusiastic 
about  the  prospect  of  ever  hearing 
them  again. 

The  lackluster  music  could  have 
almost  been  forgiven  had  the  lyrics 
been  even  halfway  decent.  Yet  I find 
myself  wondering  what  the  band  was 
thinking  when  they  penned  such  gems 
as  "Hey  kool  kool  kool  flattop/bc  mine 
with  the  kool  flattop/  hey  baby.”  Who 
exactly  this  lyric  speaks  to  is  beyond 


If  the  band  was  totally  devoid  of 
talent,  the  Horrorpops  would  have  noth- 
ing to  feel  shameful  about.  Yet  they  do 
have  talent  and  that  is  the  most  infuri- 
ating thing.  Rather  than  play  great,  in- 
spired music  that  they  only  hint  at  in 
the  recording,  the  Horrorpops  peddle 
this  travesty  of  modem  music  to  the 
public. 

The  idea  of  incinerating  the  actual 
disc  to  cleanse  myself  of  the  musical 
mediocrity  crossed  my  mind  several 
times.  Had  it  not  been  a fear  that  the 
ashes  would  somehow  contaminate  the 
groundwater  and  infect  the  local  wild- 
life with  some  sort  of  sonic  cancer,  the 
CD  would  have  found  the  flames. 

The  only  comparison  that  is  appli- 
cable would  be  if  American  Idol  decided 
to  release  a psychobilly  album.  While 
harsh,  the  comparison  is  the  only  way 
one  could  adequately  describe  the 
mind-numbing  quality  of  the 
Horrorpops. 

In  contrast  to  the  Horrorpops,  both 
Tiger  Army  and  The  Reverend  Horton 
Heat  deliver  a pleasant  listening  experi- 
ence. Sadly,  the  Horrorpops  only  de- 
liver horror  to  the  average  music  lover. 


Dysception-Are  you  a victim? 


By  Jessica  Perez 

That  is  a question  that  you  will 
soon  be  hearing  coming  from  a local 
band  called  Dysception.  In  the  past,  if 
you  attended  Northern  Illinois  Univer- 
sity, Dysception  was  a name  with  killer 
shows  at  Otto’s  Nightclub  in  DeKalb. 
Bui  as  of  \aic,  ihcy  have  been  gelling 
some  airtime  on  94.7's  Local  Zone. 
They  are  also  building  up  their  fan  base 
with  a street  team  “spreading  the 
word." 

This  reporter  formerly  attended 
NIU  and  familiar  with  a Dysception  re- 
cently checked  out  one  of  their  shows. 
This  show  was  at  the  Clearwater  The- 


atre in  West  Dundee,  111.  The  Clearwater 
Theatre  is  a small  intimate  theatre  along 
side  a small  river  in  the  downtown  area. 

This  show  in  particular  was  a ben- 
efit for  abused  children  and  admission 
was  free.  There  were  about  twelve 
bands  or  less  playing  at  the  benefit. 
Dysception  was  on  between  3 and  A 
pm. 

They  had  family  and  fans  in  atten- 
dance. Since  they  went  on  early  and  a 
lot  of  people  didn’t  know  about  the 
show,  and  there  weren’t  many  people 
in  attendance.  They  played  some  of  the 
songs  they  already  recorded  on  their 
first  EP  and  some  new  songs  that  they 


have  been  working  on. 

Songs  like  "Pity,"  “Inside  my 
Cage”  and  “Liar"  really  stood  out  in 
their  set.  Overall,  their  sound  was  great 
in  the  theatre  and  they  looking  like  per- 
forming came  easy  to  them.  They  have 
played  many  different  theatres  such  as 
the  Metro  and  Otto’s  Nightclub.  Their 
next  show  will  be  in  Chicago  at  the 
Metro  on  March  20. 

If  you  want  to  get  in  free,  visit 
dysception.com  and  print  out  the  flyer. 
If  you  have  a band  and  would  like  a 
review,  please  send  information  to  the 
Blazer  addressed  to  me.  I’d  love  to 
check  out  local  bands. 
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Battle  Royale 

By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 

In  Koushun  Takami’s  pulp  novel 
Battle  Royale.  the  setting  is  an  alter- 
nate 1997  in  which  fascism  has  yet  to 
relinquish  its  control  over  parts  of 
China  and  Japan.  Entrenched  in  an  era 
of  peace,  the  dictatorial  regime  has 
turned  its  attentions  inward  to  satiate 
the  bloodlust  of  a government  based 
on  violence  and  power. 

The  result  is  a phenomenon 
known  as  “the  program,”  a sick  out- 
growth of  a disturbed  society  justi- 
fied in  the  name  of  national  security. 
Each  year,  50  junior  high  classes  are 
randomly  chosen  for  “the  program." 
Once  selected,  each  class  is  taken  to  a 
deserted  area,  fitted  with  collars, 
handed  a variety  of  weapons  and 
forced  to  slaughter  each  other. 

Battle  Royale  relates  the  experi- 
ences and  mental  processes  of 
Shiroiwa  Junior  High  School,  third 
year  class  B.  Composed  of  an  equal 
number  of  females  and  males,  class  B 
totals  42  students  in  all,  but  as  the 
reader  is  informed  in  the  first  chapter, 
only  one  student  will  be  allowed  to 
survive. 

First  published  in  Japan  in  1999, 
Battle  Royale  was  originally  met  with 
some  outrage  due  to  the  extreme  na- 
ture of  the  content.  Since  publication 
however,  the  novel  not  only  became  a 
bestseller,  but  also  spawned  a manga 
series,  as  well  as  a feature  film. 

Being  a pulp  novel,  Battle  Royale 
does  not  concern  itself  with  intricate 
prose  or  obtuse  themes.  Instead  the 
novel  assaults  the  mind  with  brutal 
simplicity.  In  many  ways  Battle  Royale 
is  a literary  wolf,  in  that  it  is  both  pri- 
mal and  unrelenting  in  its  intensity. 

The  violence  within  the  novel  is 
one  of  the  most  decadcntly  disturb- 
ing portrayals  of  bloodshed  this  re- 
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viewer  has  witnessed  in  a novel  in  some 
time.  As  the  novel  progresses  the 
reader  will  be  conflicted  as  to  what  is 
more  troubling — the  fact  that  Battle 
Royale  has  even  found  an  audience, 
or  that  you  are  a willing  participant  in 
that  audience. 

Beyond  the  horror  and  trauma. 
Battle  Royale  does  make  some  rather 
interesting  commentaries  on  Patriarchal 
Fascism,  violence  and  human  nature. 
In  the  face  of  certain  death,  do  trust 
and  loyalty  have  their  place?  What 
price  is  a society  willing  to  pay  for  se- 
curity? 

While  the  premise  of  Battle 
Royale  may  seem  far-fetched,  the 
reader  must  remember  that  even  as  this 
article  is  being  written,  children  around 
the  globe  are  being  forced  to  take  up 
arms  and  fight. 

Undeniably,  the  child-centered 
violence  found  amidst  the  pages  of 
Battle  Royale  is  shocking.  Even  more 
appalling  is  the  fact  that  the  novel  mir- 
rors reality. 

Translated  by  Yuji  Oniki,  Battle 
Royale  is  a fast-paccd  novel  that  will 
not  fail  to  mesmerize  and  horrify  the 

reader. 
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Great  expectations:  entertainment  highlights  coming  in  2004 


Photo  courtesy  of  Lucas  Film  LTD. 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Each  year,  we  all  look  forward  to 
new  and  exciting  things.  Another  birth- 
day or  wedding  anniversary,  time  to 
blow  off  your  New  Year's  Resolution 
and  plenty  of  entertainment  to  help! 
Here  is  a quick  sneak  peek  into  what  I 
will  be  looking  forward  to  in  the  year 
2004 — Matt's  Top  12  of  '04  Preview! 
Why  twelve?  Because  1 can!  Please 
note  that  the  prerequisite  to  find  out 
what  my  number  one  most  anticipated 
item  in  the  world  of  entertainment  is  to 
go  through  the  entire  countdown. 
Okay,  fine.  Do  what  you  want  ‘cause 
here  we  go! 

72.  Spider-Man  2:  Okay,  so  after 
multiple  viewings  of  Spider-Man , it  got 
kind  of  corny.  Nonetheless,  this  is  an- 
other movie  that  is  one  of  the  most 
hyped  ever.  Then  again,  so  were  The 
Matrix  sequels  and  Star  Wars:  Episode 
I-  The  Phantom  Menace.  Anyway, 
Tobey  Maguire  returns  to  don  the 
ribbed-red  outfit  as  he  faces  his  new 
nemesis:  Dr.  Otto  Octavius  a.k.a.  Doc- 
tor Octopus.  Certainly  a blockbuster- 
to-be  and  great  special  effects.  By  the 
way,  ask  Mr.  Marcink  for  a demonstra- 
tion of  my  feelings  on  SM's  special  ef- 
fects. (July  2) 

11.  The  Shield  returns  to  TV:  The 
most  gritty  show  on  television  since 
NYPD  Blue,  The  Shield  blasts  its  way 
back  onto  the  small  screen.  Michael 
Chiklis  & Co.  returns  to  his  Emmy-win- 
ning  role  on  the  FX  drama  with  a quick 
pick  up  of  what  occurred  at  the  end  of 
last  season  when  the  faithful  detectives 
stole  some  dough  from  the  Armenian 
mob.  Ah,  the  men  and  women  that  pro- 
tect and  serve.  (Released  March  9) 

10.  Hell hov : Based  upon  a low- 


key  comic  book,  Hellboy  is  about  a 
fierce  red  hero  who  works  for  the  Bu- 
reau for  Paranormal  Research  and  De- 
fense to  defeat  evil  that  comes  from 
unknown/extraterrestrial/paranormal 
origins.  Much  like  last  year's  Dare- 
devil, Hellboy  is  not  as  well-known  as 
comic  book  characters  such  as  Batman 
or  Spider-Man.  Starring  Ron  Perlman 
as  the  title  character,  with  Selma  Blair 
and  Jeffrey  Tambor  in  tow,  Hellboy 
looks  to  be  a hell  of  a ride!  (April  2) 

9.  Van  Helsine:  Hugh  Jackman 
returns  to  box  office  summer  fare  after 
last  summer’s  phenomenal  X2:  X-Men 
United  to  star  in  a modem  take  of  the 
old  Peter  Cushing-hunting-down- 
Chrislopher  Lee's-Dracula  Hammer 
Films  of  the  60s  and  70s.  Jackman  is 
the  title  character — a famed  monster 
hunter — that  is  hired  to  go  to  Europe 
to  vanquish  three  of  the  most  famed 
monsters  ever:  the  Wolf  Man, 
Frankenstein's  monster  and  Count 


Dracula.  Co-starring  Underworld  hottie 
Kate  Beckinsale  and  directed  by 
Stephen  Sommers  (The  Mummy,  The 
Scorpion  King),  Van  Helsing  promises 
to  be  an  enjoyable  action  flick.  (May  7) 
8.  Ladvkillers:  A remake  of  a 1955 
British  comedy  film  starring  Alec 
Guinness,  Ladykillers  stars  Tom  Hanks 
as  the  leader  of  a group  of  men  con- 
spiring to  steal  money  from  the  nearby 
riverboat  casino's  underground  count- 
ing room.  How  do  they  get  there?  By 
renting  out  the  basement  of  an  elderly 
African-American  woman  (Irma  P.  Hall 
of  Soul  Food).  With  Hanks’  Southern/ 
Mississippi  drawl  and  the  Coen  Broth- 
ers directing,  this  aims  to  be  a surefire 
fun  and  quirky  ride.  (March  26) 

7.  Harry  Potter  & the  Prisoner  of 
Azkaban:  Okay,  so  I can  admit  it.  1 
LOVE  these  films  aimed  al  kids.  They 
are  wonderfully  made  and  thoroughly 
entertaining,  especially  the  last  one 
(The  Chamber  of  Secrets).  Director 
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Alfonso  Cuaron,  of  Y Tu  Mama 
Tambien  fame,  takes  over  for  Chris  Co- 
lumbus in  the  third  outing  of  Harry’s 
adventures  at  Hogwart's.  However,  the 
director  isn't  the  only  change.  Richard 
Harris,  who  passed  away  prior  to  pro- 
duction of  Prisoner,  has  been  sup- 
planted with  Irish  actor  Michael 
Gambon  to  play  Albus  Dumbledorc. 
Another  new  member  of  the  cast  s su- 
per actor  Gary  Oldman,  who  plays  the 
Prisoner  of...  well,  you  figure  it  out! 
(June  4) 

6.  Kill  BUI-  Volume  2:  Sadly,  this 
and  the  DVD  release  of  Volume  I were 
supposed  to  be  released  in  February 
but  that  date  was  pushed  back.  Oh,  well. 
Absence  makes  the  heart  grow 
fonder — of  blood  and  violence.  And 
Uma  Thurman  kicking  ass,  of  course. 
Thurman  continues  to  search  for  the 
ones  who  tried  to  kill  her,  leading  up  to 
the  top  dog  of  the  title.  Bloody  terrific! 
(April  16) 

5.  Schindler ‘s  List  on  DVD:  One 
of  the  most  sought-after  films  to  hit  DVD 
(after  The  Godfather,  Indiana  Jones, 
Back  to  the  Future  and  the  Star  Wars 
trilogy),  Schindler's  List  is  director 
Steven  Spielberg’s  epic  about  real-life 
German  businessman  Oskar  Schindler 
who  hired  over  1,100  Polish  Jews  to 
work  in  his  factories — and  save  them 
from  the  concentration  camps.  Power- 
ful performances  from  Liam  Nceson, 
Ben  Kingsley  and  Ralph  Fiennes;  and 
supreme  direction  and  graphic,  accu- 
rate storytelling  by  Spielberg  make  this 
a must-own  for  DVD  collectors  and  film 
enthusiasts  alike.  (Released  March  9) 

4. The  Godfather;  The  Lost 
Years — The  Sana  of  the  Family 
Corleone:  I have  not  been  this  excited 
for  the  release  of  a BOOK  since ...  well, 
ever!  A sequel  to  Mario  Puzo's  novel, 
not  the  films,  The  Lost  Years  chronicles 
the  time  between  the  first  and  second 
films:  setting  up  shop  in  Las  Vegas. 
Mark  Winegardner,  a professor  and  di- 
rector of  the  creative  writing  program 
at  Florida  State  University,  was  hand- 
selected  by  the  Puzo  family  estate  to 
write  the  sequel.  I’m  not  waiting  for  pa- 
perback— I’m  there  first  day! 

3.  The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  The  Re- 
turn of  the  Mine  on  DVD.  The  greatest 
film  in  the  past  20  years,  Return  of  the 
King  will  arrive  to  the  digital  home  en- 
tertainment market  earlier  than  its  pre- 
decessors. Previously,  Fellowship  and 
7h’o  Towers  were  released  on  DVD  in 


August  (theatrical  cut)  and  November 
(extended  special  edition)  in  order  to 
maintain  interest  in  the  next  chapter. 
But  since  the  climatic  conclusion  is 
complete,  Ring  fans  will  not  have  to 
wait  long  to  enjoy  all  three  films  in  the 
comfort  of  their  One  home.  (Theatrical 
cut:  May  25;  Extended  Special  Edition: 
November) 

2,  Shrek  2:  Let's  admit  it — Shrek 
was  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  enter- 
taining, intelligent,  and  downright  hi- 
larious movies  ever.  It’s  a tough  act  to 
follow,  considering  that  the  first  was 
nothing  but  a punch  in  the  face  to 
Disney,  mocking  every  single  aspect 
of  the  Mouse  Co.  This  time  around, 
Shrek  (Mike  Myers)  and  Fiona 
(Cameron  Diaz)  return  from  their  hon- 
eymoon with  Donkey  (Eddie  Murphy) 
in  tow  to  fulfill  a request  by  Fiona’s 
parents  (John  Cleese  and  Julie 
Andrews)  to  show  off  the  new  hus- 
band. The  only  problem  is  they  don't 
know  two  things:  1)  that  her  husband 
is  an  ogre  and  2)  that  she  is,  too.  Cer- 
tainly a step  towards  comic  gold  with 
various  guest  voices  ranging  from 
Antonio  Banderas  to  Larry  King, 
Shrek  2 is  the  must-see-when-it-opens 
film  of  the  year!  (May  21) 

And  now — drum-roll  please — my 
choice  for  the  most  anticipated  piece 
in  the  world  of  entertainment  for  2004 

I.  The  Star  Wars  Trilogy  on 
DVD:  A no-brainer  choice  for  those 
who  know  me.  the  most  sought-after 
and  asked  for  films  on  DVD,  George 
Lucas’  space  opera  will  finally  arrive 
to  the  digital  format.  Most  likely  a rep- 
lica of  recent  DVD  release  Indiana 
Jones,  Star  Wars  will  have  a total  of 
four  discs:  the  first  three  being  each 
individual  film  and  the  fourth  the  bo- 
nus features  disc.  Look  for  audio  com- 
mentaries (George  Lucas  and  Carrie 
Fisher  arc  all  but  confirmed),  digitally 
remastered  video  & audio,  and  what 
20dl  Century  Fox  and  LucasFilm  arc  bill- 
ing the  most  comprehensive  behind- 
the-scenes,  making-of  featurette  about 
the  trilogy  ever.  All  I want  is  deleted 
scenes,  but  look  for  this  to  break  any 
and  all  DVD  salcs/rental/box  set/  etc. 
held.  A must-have  for  any  DVD  and 
movie  buff.  Certainly  the  hottest  DVD 

Visit  Matt's  Movies  & TV 
http://ww  w.  matts-movies.  com/ 


Monday  thru  Friday  Frankfort,  IL  60423 

2pm  - 5pm  Info:  Call  Dreaming  In  the  Attic 

Saturday  -10am  - 5pm  (Q1  ^ 806-0850 


Bring  in  This  Coupon  For 

1 5%  off 

Beads  & Findings 

Offer  good  thru  4/30/04 
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Take  me  out  to  the 


By  Josh  Diller 

The  JJC  men's  basketball  team  fin- 
ished eighth  in  the  nation  after  drop- 
ping its  third  game  in  a row  at  the 
NJCAA  Division  III  Championship 
Tournament  on  Saturday. 

The  loss  dropped  the  Wolves’ 
record  for  the  season  to  30-5.  ending  a 
year  that  saw  them  finish  30-2  in  the 
regular  season. 

That  Wolves  saw  their  20-game 
winning  streak  snapped  by  Caldwell 
Community  College  in  their  first  game 
in  the  national  tournament  on  Thurs- 
day, March  1 1 . Leading  the  way  in  the 
loss  was  Michal  Vavrek  with  28  points 
and  12  rebounds. 

The  Wolves  then  were  spanked 
83-73  by  Gloucester  Community  Col- 
lege in  the  consolation  game.  On  Sat- 


Guard James  Washington 

urday  they  lost  93-79  to  Cayuga  Com- 
munity College  from  Auburn,  N.Y.  The 
Wolves  were  led  by  Vavrek  with  32 
points.  Heading  into  the  tournament 
the  Wolves  were  ranked  number  four 
in  the  nation 

The  Wolves  nearly  lost  to  Rock 
Valley  in  the  first  round  of  the  regional 
tournament  prompting  Kuhn  to  admit 
that  his  team  looked  uninspired  most 
of  the  game. 

“For  most  of  the  game  they  were 
beating  us  to  balls,  and  down  by  four 
with  three  minutes  left  I thought  we 
would  be  upset.  But  in  those  last  three 
minutes  we  started  beating  them  to 
balls,  my  guys  just  always  find  a way 
to  win,"  Kuhn  said. 

The  Wolves  did  find  a way  to  win, 
beating  Rock  Valley  64-56.  A similar 
scenario  played  out  in  the  regional  fi- 
nals against  Harper  College.  Once  again 
the  Wolves  play  was  flat  most  of  the 
game,  the  low  point  being  down  by  12 
with  7 minutes  remaining,  but  once 
again  the  Wolves  found  a way  to  win, 
the  final  score  was  JJC  over  Harper 
College  84-79  in  overtime. 

So  what  have  we  seen  from  the 
Wolves  this  year?  An  unselfish  team 
and  a well-balanced  offensive  attack. 

The  Wolves  have  five  players  av- 
eraging over  10  points  a game.  At  the 
top  of  the  pack  is  Vavrek,  averaging 
18.3  points  and  1 1 rebounds. 

Next  the  Wolves  have  Troy 
Shanks  averaging  14.4  points  and  2.8 
assists,  as  well  leading  the  team  in 
three-pointers.  The  Wolves'  third  lead- 
ing scorer  is  Jawond  Gage.  Gage  also 
presents  a well-rounded  with  his  12.3 
points,  4.2  assists,  and  3.7  rebounds. 

Rounding  out  the  Wolves  attack 
averaging  10  points  each  are  David 
Gullet  and  Lavell  Richardson.  Gullet 
also  leads  the  team  in  steals,  averag- 
ing 2.8.  Richardson  is  second  on  the 
team  in  rebounds,  averaging  5.5. 


defeated  at 
nationals 


game 


Southpaw  Andy  Marquie  winds  up  for  the  pitch. 


Infielder  Bill  Woods  gives  his  fellow  teammate  the  go-ahead 


Vince  Rizzifnulsd  pitch. 


Bill  Woods  catches  an  easy  pop-fly. 


A Wolves  player  wails  for  the  pitch 


Photos  by  Matt  Furlane 


March  17,  2004 


SPORTS 


page  11 


Lady  Wolves  softball  team  not  taking 
the  Held  in  upcoming  2004  season 


By  Adam  Fox 

The  2004  Lady  Wolves  softball 
team  will  not  be  fielding  a team  this  year. 
According  to  athletic  secretary 
Stephanie  Herman, the  team  just 
doesn't  have  enough  players  to  field 
a team  this  season. 

The  athletic  department  has  been 
trying  to  recruit  players  for  the  past  six 
or  seven  months,  but  has  not  found 
enough  interested  players  on  campus. 

The  2003  Lady  Wolves  were  an 
unimpressive  15-33-5  after  losing  head 
coach  Ed  Sutter,  who  resigned  due  to 
personal  reasons  early  last  season.  The 
2003  team  endured  two  9-game  losing 
streaks  in  a difficult  year. 

This  year  the  team  hoped  to  re- 


bound from  the  misfortunes  of  2003. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  Lady  Wolves 
softball  team  will  suffer  the  ultimate 
loss  this  year — they  will  not  have  a sea- 
son at  all. 

If  the  Lady  Wolves  could  field  a 
team  this  year,  it  would  return  only 
seven  players  from  last  year.  That  is 
obviously  not  enough  to  field  a team, 
especially  considering  they  only  have 
one  pitcher  in  Andrea  Wright. 

The  team  needed  new  players  to 
come  forward,  but  and  no  one  came  to 
their  support. 

New  head  coach  Dan  Murphy  said 
the  Wolves  will  work  hard  to  field  a 
team  in  2005. 

‘‘[We’ll]  try  as  hell  for  next  year,” 


Men’s  tennis  team 
looking  for  growth 


By  Adam  Fox 

Would  you  consider  a team  that  is 
primarily  freshman  ready  to  win  a na- 
tional championship?  Men’s  tennis 
coach  Tim  Vanderwall  believes  his 
team  has  as  good  a shot  as  any  team. 

The  2004  for  men’s  tennis  team  has 
one  returning  player  on  it,  Mike  Gomez. 
Vanderwall  is  hoping  for  Gomez  will  use 
his  one-year  of  experience  to  help  all 
the  other  freshman. 

"We're  looking  to  develop  experi- 
ence quickly,"  Vanderwall  said. 

Some  of  the  freshman  are  going  to 
be  relied  upon  heavily.  Weston  Steitz 
will  be  looked  upon  to  help  lead  the 
team.  Steitz,  a former  state  qualifier  from 
Joliet  Catholic  Academy  has  also 
caught  his  coaches  eye  with  his  im- 
pressive singles  game. 

"He  stands  out  as  somebody  who 
could  possibly  win  the  region.  He  has 
the  talent  to  do  it,”  Vanderwall  said. 

Vanderwall  currently  has  Steitz  as 


the  number  one  seed  on  the  team,  fol- 
lowed by  Scott  Wagner. 

Wagner,  a Plainfield  graduate, took 
last  year  off  to  serve  in  the  army,  so 
this  will  be  his  first  year  on  the  JJC  team. 

Vanderwall's  goal  is  a national 
championship. 

“My  goal  is  to  go  to  a national 
tournament  as  a team,”  Vanderwall  said. 

The  men’s  tennis  team  will  have  a 
difficult  stretch  if  they  want  to  achieve 
their  goal.  With  Rock  Valley  and  Col- 
lege of  Dupage  in  the  conference,  the 
Wolves  will  have  a very  tough  time. 

Both  Rock  Valley  and  College  of 
Dupage  have  won  the  national  tourna- 
ment. In  order  to  make  the  national 
tournament,  the  Wolves  need  to  have 
a better  record  then  one  of  those 
schools. 

If  the  Wolves  can  get  some  expe- 
rience in  the  early  part  of  the  season, 
the  road  to  the  national  tournament 
should  be  much  easier. 


Women’s  basketball 
upsets  Rainy  River 


By  Adam  Fox 

Despite  finishing  under  .500  for 
the  regular  season,  the  Lady  Wolves 
were  selected  to  enter  the  recent  na- 
tional tournament.  The  Lady  Wolves 
came  out  hungry,  with  something  to 
prove  to  the  entire  community  college 
nation.  And  they  did  not  disappoint 
anyone., 

The  Lady  Wolves  pulled  off  a 
huge  upset  on  Saturday  March  13  over 
the  Rainy  River  Community  College 
Voyageurs  by  a score  of  77-74. 

This  nail-biting  over-time  finish 
gave  our  Lady  Wolves  third  place  in 
the  national  tournament.  Leading  the 
way  once  again  was  star  sophomore 
Kelly  Pero  who  had  a team  high  25 
points,  5 assists  and  3 steals. 

Freshman  forward  Jenna 
Barghahn  took  her  game  up  to  the  next 
level  for  the  Lady  Wolves.  She  threw 
down  20  points,  5 rebounds  and  3 as- 
sists. This  was  a huge  game  for  her. 
Shanta  Harrison  also  had  a colossal 
game.  While  she  did  not  have  a spec- 
tacular offensive  game,  but  her  key  re- 
bounding made  all  the  difference,  es- 
pecially in  overtime.  Harrison  had  8 


points  and  1 1 rebounds. 

The  Lady  Wolves  had  there 
chance  to  go  on  to  the  Championship 
game  but  were  spanked  by  Minneapo- 
lis Mustangs  by  the  final  score  of  68- 
39.  The  Lady  Wolves  had  no  one 
above  15  points. 

Despite  this  set  back,  the  Lady 
Wolves  came  out  hungry  versus  the 
Voyageurs.  And  they  proved  to  the 
nation  that  JJC  has  more  then  just 
men’s  basketball.  The  Lady  Wolves  can 
play  too. 


Guard  Kelly  Pero 


Murphy  said  when  asked  what  he 
plans  to  do  now. 

Athletic  Director  Wayne  King  said 
that  community  colleges  have  always 
had  a hard  time  recruiting  because  they 
compete  with  larger  schools  who  can 
offer  more  to  students. 

“We’re  almost  at  the  bottom  of  the 
recruiting  chain  because  we’re  not  of- 
fering money.  We  have  no  scholar- 
ships," King  said. 

King  indicated  that  recruiting  is  a 
long  and  difficult  process.  With  no  ex- 
tra benefits  to  entice  players  to  come 
to  JJC  in  the  form  of  scholarships,  the 
process  is  nearly  impossible. 

Without  scholarships  JJC  has  to 
compete  against  Division  I,  Division  II 


and  NAIA  schools  that  have  more 
money  to  spend  on  recruitment. 

“It  makes  it  difficult  for  all  our 
sports  to  recruit  at  times,”  King  said. 

And  the  loss  of  an  important 
women’s  sport  is  not  unique  to  JJC,  it 
has  been  happening  to  many  schools 
in  the  area. 

“Harper  College,  look  how  big 
they  arc,  they’re  just  like  us,  and 
they’re  not  fielding  a softball  team  this 
year,”  said  King.  “Rock  Valley  did  not 
have  a women’s  basketball  team.  It’s 
just  not  a JJC  thing.  It  is  happening  at 
every  junior  college.” 

Murphy  and  King  both  indicated 
that  JJC  would  be  trying  to  recruit 
enough  players  to  field  a team  in  2005. 


But  for  now,  the  only  softball  JJC 
fans  will  be  watching  this  year  will  be 
the  games  at  local  park  districts  and 
on  television. 

The  fans  can  only  hope  this  is  not 
the  death  of  a program,  but  just  a one- 
year  interruption. 


Eastern  Illinois  University 


’ Study  art  one  of  'America's  Best’’: 

U.S.  tVeivs  A Wofkl  Report  repeatedly 
n ernes  Norm  Park  among  os  top  unlversdes 
• North  Park  Is  affordable:  Transfer  scholarships 
up  to  $7,000  per  yerr-pkis  tlw  52,000  Phi  Tl>iia 
Kappa  schcters/ip  Tor  quntfted  students 
' Compete  tn  the  best  Owisron  III  athletic 
conference  in  the  country.  North  Park  is  a 
member  of  the  CCIW  athletic  conference 


• Choose  the  program  that  Is  best  for  you: 
More  Qian  40  majors  minors,  and  concermaaons 

■ Convenient  location  North  Park  is  ccnu»*iier«ty 
located  on  die  north  side  of  Chicago 

• Give  back  to  the  commwty  through  our 
ruiUonaly  recognized  Urban  dureacii  progrem 


Get  a free  transfer  credit  evaluation  and  find  out 
more  about  how  North  Park  serves  the  special 
needs  and  interests  of  transfer  students. 

For  more  Informatron,  call  f773)  244-5516  or 
email  rberto-Ol^northperk-edu.  Ntrsng  students 
can  call  Treror  James  at  <773)  244-5-508  or  emat 
games  <5'nortl  ipark.edu 

For  more  information  or  to  apply 
online  visit  www.northpark.edu 


Focus  on  the  Important 

NORTH  PARK 
UNIVERSITY 

CHICAGO 


Worded  about  transferring? 

Pttdrni  i proud  nf  Ikr  fftt  I kill  ill  pr  nrrl  rrf  o«f  Witfrnli  Kurlrinj/rtml  fmm  nllirr  mlkps  mil 
iinlimillrj  'He knwfairmnrrrw  untur  rr rnmmmni »n nvilJug vmir  Inntfhon  i-  rw  or 


LclmiufTm 

• ai-nip.'diajiia'ull’jludslj 

• full  *hplK<v  rrf ik’lOlltfl  Ank-oiillmlnKlillw  «*4  Ibl Asoctilr  lnV»,itiw«:lili’ 

In  Sonar  ml  tswlilr  In  Mnnr  tsit  Am  rtyjm 

• niurvs  Imi.dil  hr  frx’iilff  cntiwiillwl  In  iIikW-i  invw 

• uor d lilt tOl olunlailii  nrUIIOl  uik  ul  AjibojiS  lie!  Culfcjpa  U .-r|urluJ  ix  U»- 
llilnl  Jn^jil  fur  by  t'. £ A«w  and  \ttoki Sbpoel. 

Don't  bo.  We  know  what  you  need  to  succeed. 

TbUndnunmci.'  rtaui  ifcMUlnp  tint  ttuVi  Kssi.t . lUlinfc  I tUtttHiy  lit.  pfvvipthvlDoin 
Ilniirynwedunili^i.cjllovrAihihrlcflrOflkricJiyil  l-JUMA-  JSJ-V71 1 • < mil  wc»i)ir*rl>  J 
••v.cla.cdu  7bu’llh*|{bd)midi4 


hocus  ola:  ' 

taking  the  next 

Transfer  to  North  Park 


step 

University 
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Two  sports  nuts  duke  it  out 


By  Jim  Allocco  and  Adam  Fox 

Every  spring,  a young  man 's  pas- 
sion turns  to  love  and  baseball.  These 
two  stand  stills  have  kept  Americans 
playing  baseball  for  years. 

For  this  season,  our  two  greatest 
baseball  gurus,  Jim  Allocco  and  Adam 
Fox,  butt  heads  and  give  you  a pre- 
view of  what  is  to  come. 

Biggest  off-season  acquisition? 

Jim — Definitely  too  close  to  call. 
The  team  is  absolutely  the  Cubs.  Greg 
Maddux,  Derrek  Lee,  Todd  Walker, 
LaTroy  Hawkins,  Todd  Hollandsworth. 
What  else  is  there  to  say?  DYNAMITE 
Acquisitions  there.  Second  place  goes 
to  the  Anaheim  Angels  with  Bartolo 
Colon  and  Vladimir  Guerrero. 

Adam — Biggest  trade  would  have 
to  go  to  the  New  York  Yankees  with 
the  Alex  Rodriguez  deal,  but  since  this 
is  Chicago  and  the  Evil  Empire  is  a dirty 
word  here,  my  choice  would  be  Ana- 
heim. They  go  out  and  add  to  there 
already  impressive  pitching  staff  with 
Colon,  and  Escobar.  Making  them  the 
best  pitching  staff  in  all  of  baseball. 
And  not  to  mention,  Guerrero. 

Who’s  the  best  starting  pitcher  in 
Chicago? 

Jim — If  Prior  is  as  dependable  as 
he  has  been,  it's  gonna  be  him,  if  not 
it’s  still  gonna  be  a Cub. 

Adam — This  is  a no  brainer,  sure 
Prior  has  an  impressive  control,  and  a 
good  rookie  season,  but  I would  take 
Mark  Buerhlc  any  day.  The  guy  has 
been  dominating  for  the  South  Side  for 
the  last  3 years.  He  is  a proven  all-star, 
and  by  far  the  best  pitcher  in  the  Ameri- 
can League. 

Will  the  Sox  or  Cubs  take  their 
division? 

Jim — 1 think  both  have  a great 
chance.  Cubs  have  to  watch  out  for 
Houston  Astros  though.  But  as  for  the 
Sox?  The  whole  AL  Central  bites  so 
bad  this  year  that  I actually  think  De- 
troit Tigers  will  be  in  the  race. 

Adam — Detroit?  Come  on  Jim!  The 
Cubs  will  not  even  be  in  second  place. 
Houston  and  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals 


will  be  impossible  to  catch.  As  for  the 
White  Stockings,  the  Minnesota  Twins 
are  finished  and  White  Sox  will  be  un- 
stoppable. 

Will  the  Cubs  end  there  curse? 

Jim — Yeah,  I'll  be  taking  care  of 
Steve  Bartman  real  soon. 

Adam — I believe  in  three  things, 
one  the  Cubs  will  never  be  in  another 
World  Series,  two,  George  Steinbrenner 
is  the  root  of  all  evil,  and  three  Canada 
is  the  worst  nation  in  the  world. 

Are  the  Yankees  unstoppable  with 
Alex  Rodriguez  in  the  mix? 

Jim — Not  a chance.  Not  one  hit- 
ter they  have  could  dominate  Boston's 
pitching  staff.  Baltimore  might  even 
place  second  now  with  Javy  Lopez  and 
Miguel  Tejada  in  the  lineup.  Nah,  that’s 
just  wishful  thinking,  but  I’d  give  any- 
thing to  see  it. 

Adam — I despise  New  York  and 
all  of  their  sports  teams.  But  to  bring  in 
baseballs  arguably  best  player  in 
Rodriguez,  is  too  much  over  kill.  Can 
you  say,  SALARY  CAP,  Please! 

Will  Magglio  be  in  Chicago  next 
year? 

Jim — If  Sox  are  anywhere  near 
first  place  during  the  All-Star  break, 
he'll  be  here  for  sure. 

Adam-  The  Sox  budget  is  nearly 
maxed  out,  in  order  to  keep  Magglio, 
they  need  to  dump  salary  and  hope- 
fully acquire  some  pitching.  Either  Paul 
Konerko,  or  Frank  Thomas  must  be 
shipped  out.  in  order  to  keep  this  pe- 
rennial offensive  juggernaut.  But  if  the 
right  offer  comes  along . . . 

Best  Manager  in  Chicago? 

Jim — Dusty  is  for  sure.  Last  year 
was  a bad  season  for  him,  and  he  still 
brought  the  Cubbies  to  the  playoffs. 
The  one  thing  I disagreed  with  Baker, 
was  that  he  kept  the  starters  in  the 
game  too  long  and  tired  them  out  by 
the  end  of  the  season.  This  year  we've 
got  the  bullpen.  Use  it! 

Adam — I have  always  been  an 
Ozzie  Guillen  fan.  He  is  a goof-off  but 


yet  a knows  how  to  get  things  done. 
He  is  a perfect  candidate  for  GM  Kenny 
Williams  to  use  as  his  puppet.  I am  pre- 
dicting Manager  of  the  Year  awards  to 
be  arriving  at  135  street. 

Chicago’s  unsung  heroes? 

Jim — The  days  of  Sammy  Sosa 
and  Thomas  arc  over.  Corey  Patterson 
has  the  speed,  strength,  and  charisma 
to  be  another  Emie  Banks  or  the  next 
Barry  Bonds.  Defense,  Offense,  you 
name  it,  he's  got  it.  He’s  a base-stealer 
and  a home  run  hitter,  not  only  onto 
Waveland  Avenue,  but  in  the  park  as 
well.  In  15  years  he’ll  be  passing  up 
Henry  Aaron  in  the  record  books. 

Adam — Enough  of  Patterson  love 
fest,  the  real  unheralded  star  has  to  be 
Kelly  Wunsch.  Wunsch  has  been  one 
of  the  best  relievers  in  all  of  Baseball. 
And  to  top  it  all  off,  he  is  a left  handed 
side-armer!  How  awesome  is  that! 

Who’s  going  to  be  the  biggest  dis- 
appointment in  Chicago? 

Jim — Shingo  Takatsu.  First  of  all, 
the  guy  is  like  seventy  years  old.  Sure, 
he  was  a great  pitcher  in  Japan,  but 
who  isn’t?  Welcome  to  the  big  leads 
Shingo,  sorry  you  won’t  be  able  to  keep 
up. 

Adam — On  sports  talk  radio  they 
call  him  the  'Polish  Prince',  none  other 
then  Joe  Borowski.  Sure  he  had  a great 
year,  but  every  reject  has  their  day.  I 
expect  a major  disappointment  this 
year. 

Who  will  be  in  the  World  Series? 

Jim — Without  a doubt  it  will  be 
the  Cubs  and  the  Sox...  the  Red  Sox 
that  is.  The  two  best  bullpens  in  the 
universe  will  be  going  head  to  head. 
Both  offenses  and  defenses  are  look- 
ing into  an  extraordinary  season.  The 
Battle  of  the  Curses  shall  begin! 

Adam—  Always  stick  with  pitch- 
ing and  defense.  And  you  have  to  go 
with  Houston  and  Anaheim.  Both  have 
an  unbelievable  pitching  staff,  and 
powerful  offenses.  The  Angels  will 
have  a hard  time  beating  off  the  White 
Sox  and  the  Philadelphia  Phillies  will 
give  Houston  problems. 


Athletes  of 
the  Issue 


Jenna  Barghahn 


This  freshman  guard  from  Concord  had  two 
very  impressive  games  in  the  national  tournament 
versus  Monroe  and  Rainy  River.  Barghahn  put 
up  16  points,  hitting  4 three-pointers,  and  had  6 
rebounds  and  3 assists.  In  the  third  place  game 
versus  Rainy  River  Barghahn  had  20  points,  3 
rebounds  and  5 assists. 


Ben  Boresi 


This  sophomore,  one  of  the  Wolves’  best 
pitchers,  is  leading  the  team  in  wins.  In  the 
slaughter  fest  resulting  in  an  18-5  victory  over 
Prairie  State  on  March  10,  he  pitched  a master- 
ful game.  He  allowed  only  two  runs  and  five  hits 
in  just  five  innings  of  work.  Boresi  features  an 
upper  80s  fastball  and  has  a high  strikeout-to- 
walk  ratio. 
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Board  approves  tuition 
increase  for  fall  semester 


By  Brian  Delaney 

Passing  with  a four  to  three  vote, 
the  JJC  Board  of  Trustees  approved  the 
proposed  tuition  increase  for  the  2004 
fall  semester. 

The  increase  to  be  put  into  effect 
will  entail  a $7.50  raise  per  credit  hour. 
Five  dollars  of  the  raise  is  the  tuition 
itself,  two  dollars  for  a capital  assess- 
ment fee  and  a 50  cent  technology  fee. 

The  total  rate  for  the  Fall  2004  se- 
mester includes  $56  for  tuition,  a $3  ser- 
vice fee,  a $4  capital  assessment  fee  and 
a $5  technology  fee,  bringing  the  total 
to  $68  per  credit  hour. 

Campus  improvements  to  infra- 
structure deficiencies  will  also  be  funded 
through  a portion  of  the  increase.  Vari- 
ous maintenance  projects  including  side- 
walk replacement  and  steam  pipe  re- 


placement, among  other  repairs,  are  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  this  summer. 

Within  the  capital  assessment  fee 
there  is  a $1  parking  lot  fee  which  will 
go  toward  constructing  a new  parking 
lot  on  the  main  campus  property. 

Another  part  of  the  increased  tu- 
ition will  aid  in  the  technology  replace- 
ment plan,  which  will  gradually  update 
or  replace  older  computers,  software 
and  other  related  equipment. 

To  illustrate  the  average  increase, 
a full-time  student  with  the  minimum  12 
credit  hours  will  now  be  paying  about 
$816  per  semester.  Similarly,  a 15-credit 
hour  student  will  be  paying  around 
$1020.  These  figures  do  not  include 
course  fees. 

A projected  increased  enrollment 
has  also  brought  a need  for  salary  in- 


New art  exhibition  on  display 


JJC  student  Jerry  Good  checks  out  some  of  the  pieces  on  display  in  the  JJC  Art 
Students  Juried  Exhibition  in  the  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art  Gallery.  For  more  photos  see 

Photo  by  Rosalie  Lewis 


creases  and  other  related  expenses  to 
occur.  The  increased  tuition  will  begin 
to  cover  those  expenditures  as  well. 

According  to  the  JJC  Office  of  In- 
stitutional Effectiveness,  over  the  past 
5 years,  JJC  has  seen  the  fastest  en- 
rollment growth  in  AA  programs  typi- 
cally associated  with  transfer  students. 
Students  at  JJC  are  also  taking  more 
credit  hours  per  semester,  focusing  on 
transfer  courses. 

The  total  number  of  full  time  stu- 
dents at  JJC  has  increased  over  33  % 
in  the  last  5 years.  The  average  age  of 
the  full  time  JJC  student  has  fallen, 
while  total  enrollment  has  increased 
17%  over  the  past  5 years,  the  number 
of  credit  hours  at  JJC  offers  has  in- 
creased 23%. 


Comparision  of  tuition  rates  by  college 


College 

Increase 

Tuition 

Fees 

Total 

Harper 

S2.30 

$71.00 

$10.00 

$81.00 

Elgin 

$8.00. 

$70.00 

$0.00 

$70.00 

DuPage 

$6.00 

$75.00 

(Included) 

$75.00 

South  Suburban 

$5.00 

$69.00 

$8.75 

$77.75 

Prairie  State 

$0.00 

S61.00 

$9.00 

$70.00 

McHenry 

$5.00 

$58.00 

$9.00 

$67.00 

Triton 

$3.75 

$56.00 

$8.75 

$64.75 

Oakton 

$4.00 

$62.00 

S2.60 

$64.60 

Lake  County 

$6.00 

$64.00 

(Included) 

$64.00 

Morton 

$6.00 

$58.00 

$4.00 

$62.00 

Campus  infrastructure  improvements  underway 


Several  projects  have  begun  this 
month  with  the  remainder  to  begin  in 
spring.  Completion  is  scheduled  for 
late  summer  and  early  fall. 

The  following  projects  are  part 
of  a three-year  plan  to  correct  areas 
in  need  of  critical  attention.  Financ- 
ing for  the  projects  comes  from  $9.7 
million  in  bonds  supplemented  by 
College  O&M  restricted  purpose 
funds  and  State  of  Illinois  Capital 
Renewal  and  Improvement  funds. 

- Replacement  of  sidewalks  along  the 
east  and  west  perimeters  of  the  South 
Parking  Lots  will  take  place. 

- Replacement  of  domestic  hot  water 
system  components  including  piping, 


heaters,  tanks,  valves,  etc. 

- Replacement  of  a portion  of  the  me- 
dium voltage  electrical  cable  and  ap- 
proximately 80  percent  of  the  under- 
ground steam  lines  providing  heat  to 
the  Main  Campus  buildings. 

— Modernization  of  the  "J“  Building 
passenger  elevators  including  new 
doors,  controls,  accessibility  features 
and  safety  devices  is  scheduled  to 
begin  in  June.  This  project  also  in- 
cludes the  installation  of  safety  de- 
vices on  the  exterior  elevator  serving 
“A"  & "B"  Buildings.  The  project  is 
funded  and  managed  by  the  State  of 
Illinois  Capital  Development  Board. 


- Reconstruction  of  the  walkways 
and  entrances  at  “F’  & "G".  Also 
includes  re-construction  of  exterior 
privacy  wall  and  building  exits  at 
“C”  and  "J"  Buildings. 

- New  campus  maps  and  directo- 
ries will  be  installed  outside  the  en- 
trances to  main  campus  buildings.  I 

--  In  addition,  painting,  floor  tile  und 
carpet  replacements  for  numerous 
classrooms  and  buildings  at  the 
Main  and  North  Campuses  during 
the  summer  along  with  the  replace- 
ment of  a portion  of  the  roof  at  the 
City  Center  Campus. 

Information  courtesy  of  JJC  Physi- 
cal Plant. 


JJC  hosts  College  Bowl,  places  second 


From  left:  Zach  Barnes.  Michelle  Lorenzen,  Mike  Arias  and  Dan  McPhillips  represented  JJC  in  the  tournament  versus  Prairie  State 
College  and  Moraine  Valley  Community  College.  photo  by  Dave  Cummings 


By  Dave  Cummings 

JJC  hosted  the  spring  College  Bowl 
Tournament  on  April  2.  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege, Prairie  State  College  and  Moraine 
Valley  Community  College  competed  for 
the  chance  to  move  on  to  the  statewide 
competition. 

The  four  JJC  students  who  com- 
peted in  the  tournament  were  team  cap- 
tain Zach  Barnes,  Mike  Arias,  Michelle 


Lorenzen  and  Dan  McPhillips. 

Each  round  consisted  of  ques- 
tions that  tested  students’  abilities  in 
math,  literature,  spelling  and  science. 
Each  tum  started  with  a toss  up  ques- 
tion. which  followed  with  a bonus 
question  if  answered  correctly. 

Prairie  State  was  on  a roll,  nailing 
question  after  question,  leaving  both 
Moraine  Valley  and  Joliet  in  the  dust. 
The  first  match  went  to  Prairie  State, 


beating  Moraine  Valley  205  to  10. 

In  the  second  round  JJC  lost  190 
to  30  against  Prairie  State,  but  then  won 
the  third  match  against  Moraine  Valley 
95  to  55,  allowing  them  a second 
chance  to  compete  with  Prairie  State. 

The  JJC  team  lost  the  fourth  match 
to  Prairie  State  1 70  to  60. 

Prairie  State  received  first  place 
trophies  and  will  move  on  to  the  state 
competition. 


‘Let  Peace  Begin  With  Me’ 
theme  for  second  peace  rally 


By  Brian  Delaney 

The  second  annual  peace  rally  at 
JJC  will  be  taking  place  from  Tuesday 
April  20  to  Thursday  April  22.  This 
year's  theme,  "Let  Peace  Begin  With 
Me"  will  involve  various  activities 
throughout  the  week  on  the  bridge. 

The  first  activity  to  get  the  peace 
rally  off  to  a start  will  include  a "peace 
labyrinth."  The  labyrinth  will  be  from 
1 1 a.m.  to  1 p.m.  on  Tuesday,  April  20. 
It  will  feature  various  displays,  ideas 
and  concepts  focusing  on  the  rally's 
peace  theme. 

The  main  day  of  the  event  will  be 
on  Wednesday.  April  21.  The  peace 
rally  will  be  in  full  swing  from  1 1 a.m. 
to  1 p.m.  on  the  bridge.  Featured 
events  include  performances  by  BSU 
Gospel  Choir  and  the  JJC  Chamber 
Singers.  There  will  also  be  a Native 
American  music  performance  by  Larry 
Lockwood. 

Two  keynote  speakers  will  also 


be  on  the  bridge,  following  the  musi- 
cal performances.  JJC  faculty  mem- 
bers Tom  Sweitzer  and  John  Lyons 
will  each  be  giving  speeches  in  theme 
with  the  peace  rally. 

The  last  event  scheduled  for 
Wednesday  will  include  an  open  mi- 
crophone for  students  to  speak  their 
mind  and  voice  their  opinion  in  re- 
gards to  peace. 

Thursday,  April  22  will  feature  a 
"peace  drum  circle"  on  the  bridge, 
bringing  the  rally  to  an  end.  All  those 
with  percussion  instruments  are  wel- 
come to  join  in  from  12  p.m.  to  1 p.m. 

All  members  of  the  JJC  commu- 
nity are  invited  to  attend  and  partici- 
pate in  the  second  annual  peace  rally. 
The  purpose  of  the  rally  is  to  give 
everyone  a chance  to  pause  for  a mo- 
ment and  reflect  on  the  meaning  of 
peace.  Those  interested  in  finding 
more  about  the  rally  should  contact 
Drew  Duzinskas  at 

dduzinskas@student.jjc.edu. 


Former  Technical  Dept.  Lab  Manager  passes  away 

Bob  Wooton,  former  Lab  Manager  in  the  Technical 
Department,  passed  away  last  week.  Funeral  services 
were  held  on  Monday,  April  5,  at  Tezak  Funeral  Home  in 
Joliet. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Freedom  of  speech  sacrificed  for 
‘clean’  communications  environment 


"I  may  disagree  with  what  you  have 
death,  your  right  to  say  it. " 

— Voltaire 


7 say,  but  I shall  defend,  to  the 


Without  mentioning  names  or  specifics,  suffice  it  to  say  that 
certain  recent  behavior  by  pop  stars  on  broadcast  television  has  re- 
sulted in  a Firestorm  of  controversy  and  overreaction.  The  Federal 
Communications  Commission,  also  known  as  the  FCC,  is  having  a 
field  day  imposing  new  regulations  and  fines.  Broadcasters  all  over 
the  country  are  moving  quickly  to  police  themselves  and  avoid  com- 
ing under  the  scrutiny  of  FCC  chairman  Michael  Powell  and  com- 
pany. 

Clear  Channel  Communications,  the  largest  radio  broadcaster  in 
the  country,  has  added  to  the  fury  by  removing  shock  jock  Howard 
Stem’s  syndicated  show  from  all  six  of  its  stations  that  aired  him. 
Stem’s  show  has  resulted  in  numerous  fines  to  stations  in  the  past 
Stem  is  still  broadcast  on  35  other  stations,  and  he  refuses  to  tone 
down  his  programming  to  pacify  anyone.  In  fact,  he  recently  made 
statements  encouraging  the  FCC  to  investigate  respected  talk  show 
host  Oprah  Winfrey,  citing  a transcript  from  her  show  about  teenage 
sex.  The  FCC  has  received  a reported  700  complaints  about  Winfrey 
(probably  as  a direct  result  of  Stem’s  show),  and  will  now  be  inves- 
tigating Oprah’s  popular  show. 

Most  recently,  the  FCC  has  announced  it  will  be  targeting  day- 
time soap  operas  to  make  sure  their  content  is  not  too  steamy  for  the 
hours  during  which  they  air.  Current  regulations  forbid  material  in- 
volving sexual  or  excretory  functions  between  6 a.m.  and  10  p.m.,  to 
prevent  children  from  stumbling  across  material  that  could  poten- 
tially warp  and  pervert  their  innocent  little  minds. 

There's  now  a bill  pending  in  Congress  which  could  raise  the 
maximum  fine  for  each  instance  of  indecency  from  $27,500  to 
$500,000. 

This  all  stems  from  a supposed  desire  to  do  what,  exactly?  Pro- 
tect the  American  people  from  potentially  offensive  speech?  Shelter 
us  from  all  possible  exposure  to  sex,  violence  and  profanity?  Provide 
a “clean”  environment  for  future  generations? 

The  rc»\  question  here  is  where  wiU  it  a\l  end?  Something  fright- 
eningly  close  to  censorship  seems  to  be  looming  on  the  horizon.  With 
government  committees  and  legislative  task  forces  meeting  behind 
closed  doors  to  decide  what  is  acceptable  speech  and  what  is  not, 
what  is  the  future  of  free  speech? 

The  biggest  threat  to  the  American  people  is  not  a “wardrobe 
malfunction" — it's  the  loss  of  our  right  to  express  ourselves  freely. 
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We  know  you’re  out  there... 

Are  you  a leader?  A grammar  freak?  Do 
you  have  a strong  interest  in  journalism? 
Just  plain  broke? 

The  current  editors  are  on  their  way  out, 
and  replacements  are  needed  for  next  fall. 
If  you  think  you’ve  got  what  it  takes  to  fill 
the  prestigious  positions  of  copy  editor, 
sports  editor,  photo  editor  or  news  editor, 
contact  Bob  Marcink  at  280-2607  or 
rmarcink@jjc.edu  for  more  information. 

(See  page  16  for  ad  manager  position  notice) 


LETTER  POLICY 

The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter  and 
sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  space 
and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping  them  off  at 
the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  6043 1 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 

E-mail:  blazermail@jjc.edu 
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Question  of  the  Issue 


NEWS  BRIEFS 


Wellness  Week 

On  Wed.,  April  7,  the  Wellness 
Fair  will  be  on  the  D-E  Concourse  from 
10  a.m.  - 2 p.m  as  part  of  Wellness 
Week.  Over  30  vendors  will  be  on 
hand  to  give  out  free  massages, 
screenings,  agency  information,  do 
product  demonstrations  and  much 
more.  In  addition,  Wed.  evening  at  6:00 
p.m.  a JJC  student  will  be  talking  about 
their  struggle  with  addiction  at  the 
Centennial  Commons  Club  House. 
Free  pizza  and  pop  will  be  provided. 
Rethinking  Retention 

The  Retention  Sub-Committee  is 
hosting  a teleconference  by  the  Na- 
tional Resource  Center  for  the  First- 
Year  Experience  and  Students  in  Tran- 
sition. Rethinking  Retention  is  Thurs- 
day, Aprils,  from  noon  to  2:00  p.m.  in 
the  TV  Studio.  Lunch  will  be  provided. 
For  more  information,  contact  Carol 
Gordon  at  ext.  2671. 

Easter  Brunch 

Enjoy  a special  brunch  menu  at 
the  Renaissance  Center's  annual  Eas- 
ter Brunch,  on  Sun.,  April  11.  The 
Easter  Bunny  will  be  posing  for  pho- 
tos, too!  Seatings  are  from  noon  - 1 :30 
p.m.  Prices  are  $21. 95  for  adults,  and 
$ 1 2.95  for  children  1 2 and  under.  Res- 
ervations are  required.  Call  ext.  1404. 
Secretary’s  Day  buffet 

The  Renaissance  Center  is  offer- 
ing a special  buffet  for  Professional 
Secretary's  Day  on  Wed.,  April  21. 
Carson  Pirie  Scott  will  pamper  guests 
with  free  makeup  applications,  hand 


massages  and  more.  The  cost  is 
S9.99  per  person.  Reservations  rec- 
ommended. Call  ext.  1404. 

Brown  Bag  plans  for  next  year 

The  Brown  Bag  Committee  is  in 
the  process  of  creating  the  2004-2005 
Brown  Bag  Lecture  Series  schedule. 
If  you  would  like  to  make  a presenta- 
tion, contact  Fred  Harris  at  ext.  2566 
or  Mary  Schulte  at  ext.  228 1 . 
Accelerated  bachelor's  degree  info 
session 

On  Tues.,  April  27,  National- 
Louis  University  is  holding  an  infor- 
mation session  in  C-2009  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  adult  accelerated 
bachelor’s  degree  program.  For  more 
information,  contact  Julie  Boyce  at 
ext.  2537. 

Vet  Tech  dog  wash 

On  Sat.,  April  24,  from  9:00  a.m, 
to  4:00  p.m.,  the  Vet  Tech  students 
will  be  holding  their  semi-annual  dog 
wash  and  benefit  at  the  V-building. 
All  dogs  must  be  current  on  their 
vaccines  and  on  a leash,  and  they 
request  that  you  not  bring  any  dogs 
weighing  over  100  lbs.  Prices  are  $13 
for  small  dogs  (up  to  20  lbs.),  $1 5 for 
medium  dogs  (21-49  lbs.),  and  $20 
for  large  dogs  (50-100  lbs.).  They 
also  offer  a nail  trim  for  $5.  All  pro- 
ceeds will  go  to  JJC  vet  tech  instruc- 
tor Roxanne  Olson  and  her  family, 
whose  2-year-old  son  is  battling  leu- 
kemia. In  lieu  of  attendance,  dona- 
tions may  be  addressed  to  William 
Olson  Leukemia  Fund. 


National-Louis  University 

L888.NLU.TODAY 


What  would  be  your  perfect  spring  break  destination? 


& 

"Home-Cape  Girardieu,  Missouri.  My  folks  live 
there  plus  it  is  my  birthday  April  13. " 

- Chris  Smith,  sophomore,  Art 


"Panama  City.  Girls  and  lots  of  beer!" 

- Chaz  Pandolfi,  freshman,  Fire  Science 


“A  week-long  bubble  bath.  ~ 

- Stacey  Murphey,  English  professor 


'ijo,,,  ' associate  S degree 
is  just  the  beginning ... 

finish  what  you  started 


Improwr  yourself,  Improve  your  career  outlook.  It's  realty  that  dimple. 
Open  lire  door  to  a better  life  with  a cafl  to  National-Louts  University. 
You'D  find  out  about  our  very  special  learning  environment  with 
teaching  centered  around  you.  You  can  diowe  from  a variety  of 
undergraduate  degrees,  ach  ome  a tribute  to  our  tl 8-ycar  history.  You 
may  be  cloier  than  you  llikik  to  having  your  degree.  You  owe  it  to  )uursdf 
to  find  out!  OD  l.Df&NLU.TODAY  or  vilit  nlyoucom. 


And  you’ll  benefit  from: 

▲ Small  tl*4»  »ife&  B9%  have  20  or  fewer  student*.  Ranked  92  by 
U S-  New s & World  Report' 

A Smaller!  average  undergraduate  student  loan  debt;  58,840. 

Ranked  9}  by  US.  .SYw*  & World  Rrpon' 

A Cbsses  that  meet  only  one  evensig  per  Week 

▲ Lomtiofuicioerto  >ou 

▲ Fatuity  with  exleiuhu  practical  experience 

▲ Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with  (inane**!  aid  and 
scholarships  available 


"Cancun.  It's  the  farthest  away  from  my  house. " 

- Eric  Tessler,  freshman,  Electrician 


"A  hammock  in  the  yard. " 

-Tammy  Jones,  sophomore,  Education 


- Erica  Kendall,  freshman,  Culinary  Arts 


"Arizona.  It's  so  nice  there.  When  it's  hot,  there 
is  no  humidity.  And  it  is  really  pretty  there. " 
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Has  the  nation  learned  anything  since  Columbine? 


byMattFurlane 

On  April  20, 1999,  two  disturbed 
teens  entered  Columbine  high  school 
and  took  the  lives  of  Twelve  students 
and  one  instructor,  and  wounded  many 
others. 

The  nation  was  shocked  by  TV 
images  of  terrified  teenagers,  distraught 
parents  and  lifeless. 

After  five  years  of  endless  com- 
mentary by  puffed  hair  news  anchor- 
men, endless  politically  charged  debate 
about  the  scope  of  the  second  amend- 
ment, and  the  transformation  our 
nation’s^  high  schools  into  police 
states.  I wonder  if  our  society  has  got- 
ten any  closer  to  finding  the  truth. 

With  all  of  our  advanced  technol- 
ogy, criminology  and  psychology  we 
should  be  able  to  answer  the  simple 
question,  “Why  did  it  happen?" 

Instead  of  listening  to  the  network 
news  and  the  rants  of  various  political 
factions,  I decided  to  search  for  the  an- 
swer on  my  own. 

I began  by  looking  at  the  pop  cul- 
ture scapegoats  targeted  by  the  media 
and  lazy  parents.  Video  games  like 
Doom,  movies  like  The  Matrix,  and 
music  from  the  suburban  mom  scare- 
crow Marilyn  Manson — all  were  on  the 
social  bad  things  hit  list.  So,  being  cu- 
rious, I tried  them  for  myself. 

I played  a first  person  shooter 
video  game  for  hours,  watched  The 
Matrix  five  times,  and  listened  to  some 
Marilyn  Manson. 

After  awhile  something  really 
weird  happened  to  me.  No  psychotic 
thoughts.  No  violent  impulses.  No 
urges  to  kill.  No  hatred  towards  other 
people.  Nothing  but  eye  and  ear  strain. 

Bui  l wonder  if  this  is  because  I 
have  a Christian  worldview  and  sec  pop 
culture  through  this  filter?  Maybe  not 
■Entirely.  Other  people  of  different  views 
were  exposed  to  this  stuff  and  weren’t 
influenced. 

I don’t  think  there  is  enough  evi- 
dence that  exposure  to  pop  culture 


A disturbing  image  from  actual  suneillance  video  depicts  Columbine  killers  Dylan 
Klebold  and  Eric  Harris  roaming  through  the  school  fully  armed. 


alone  can  explain  why  two  young  men 
preplanned  to  kill  over  a dozen  people. 

1 continued  my  search  for  answers 
by  watching  the  controversial  Bowl- 
ing for  Columbine  by  the  humorous 
Michael  Moore  and  researching  its 
facts. 

The  documentary  was  informa- 
tive, entertaining,  yet  apparently  fac- 
tually flawed  in  such  a way  as  to  leave 
people  asking,  “Was  Moore  ever  adju- 
dicated mentally  defective?” 

Moore  interviewed  some  very  in- 
teresting people  including  Charlton 
Heston  and  Marilyn  Manson.  And 
among  his  film  montage  he  uses  car- 
toons, clips  from  The  Matrix,  and  real 
footage  from  the  day  of  the  shootings 
so  we  get  a real  time  look  at  the  killers 
casually  walking  about  while  students 
cower  in  fear. 

Eventually,  Moore  spreads  the 
blame  for  Columbine  over  a wide  area, 
including  the  NRA,  Kmart,  the  Fox  TV 
show  COPS,  white  people  and,  of 
course,  guns. 

But  since  he  won  the  Oscar  award 
for  best  documentary  Moore  has  been 


Keep  Going. 

A Bachelor’s  Degree  Is 
Within  Your  Reach! 

At  Trinity  Christian  College,  you  can 
finish  your  bachelor’s  degree  and/or 
i earn  your  teaching  certification  in 

I less  than  two  years. 

Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 

This  unique  program  is  designed  for 
adults  who  have  completed  some  college 
coursework  and  would  like  to  earn  a: 

■ Bachelor  ol  Arts  in  Education  with 
Teaching  Certification 
■ Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business 
Trinity's  Adult  Studies  program  is: 

CD  Convenient-classes  meet  only  one  night  a week 
ID  Manageable -continue  working  while 
attending  classes 

ID  Affordable  -tuition  includes  the  cost  of  books  and 
a laptop  computer;*  financial  aid  is  available 
to  those  who  qualify 

CD  Timely-complete  your  bachelor’s  degree  and/or 
teaching  certification  in  less  than  two  years 

Call  us  today  at  708.239.4768  for  more 
information  or  to  receive  a transcript  evaluation. 


hTrinity, 
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FOR  LIFE 


criticized  for  skewing  his  data,  distort- 
ing early  American  history,  and  not 
being  upfront  with  people  during  the 
making  of  the  documentary. 

I was  disappointed  to  find  out 
Moore  had  distorted  many  of  his  facts. 
Several  internet  sites  including 
www.bowlingfortruth.com  and 
spinsanity.org  have  exposed  serious 
flaws  in  almost  every  segment  of  the 
documentary.  (I  wanted  to  go  to  the 


New  York  Times  or  USA  Today  but 
they  were  dealing  with  editorial  integ- 
rity problems.) 

It  left  me  puzzled  as  to  why  Moore 
would  so  jeopardize  his  credibility 
when  he  could  have  made  valid  points 
without  distorting  the  truth. 

I think  Moore  discovered  some 
truth  but  didn't  provide  me  with  any 
trustworthy  answers. 

I finally  decided  to  look  at  the  Col- 
umbine criminals  and  several  things 
stood  out  that  I think  were  important. 

First,  they  violated  several  gun 
laws  in  the  purchasing  and  owning  of 
their  guns. 

Used  properly,  guns  are  good  for 
self  defense,  hunting  and  sport.  Why 
did  these  young  men  choose  to  use 
them  unlawfully? 

I have  a gun  owners  card  and  abide 
by  the  rules  of  gun  ownership.  Why 
couldn't  they  do  it? 

Maybe  it’s  because  my  father  is  a 
former  Marine  and  certified  gun  instruc- 
tor. I grew  up  learning  to  respect  guns 
and  handle  them  properly.  This  sum- 
mer I hope  to  go  to  a shooting  range 
with  my  father  to  sharpen  my  skills. 

1 wonder  where  the  parents, 
school  officials  and  friends  of  these 
disturbed  kids  were  all  these  years? 


I hope  if  I ever  meet  someone  who 
is  having  serious  problems  that  I will 
have  the  courage  to  help  them  or  find 
someone  to  help  them. 

I hope  I’ll  have  some  kind  of  solu- 
tion besides,  “Play  sports,"  “Go  to  col- 
lege,” or  the  ever  useless  "Don't  worry, 
be  happy.” 

1 think  we  need  to  look  harder  at 
the  problems  of  our  society  and  our- 
selves. 

Maybe  instead  of  ranting  against 
Marilyn  Manson  and  video  games  or 
angering  law  abiding  gun  owners,  we 
should  be  seeking  to  encourage  par- 
ents to  get  out  of  their  SUV’s  and  get 
involved  on  a personal  level  with  their 
children. 

Maybe  we  should  pass  laws  that 
reward  responsible  gun  ownership  or 
offer  free  classes  at  JJC  on  firearms 
safety. 

I think  we  spend  so  much  time  fo- 
cusing on  things  that  will  eventually 
fade  away  that  our  obligations  to  the 
broader  society  around  us  get  ne- 
glected. 

Maybe  we  can  prevent  another 
Columbine,  but  it  will  take  some  soul 
searching  and  hard  changes. 

Maybe  the  sad  truth  is  similar  to 
9/1 1 — it  couldn’t  have  been  prevented. 


INVESTING  ISN’T  ROCKET  SCIENCE. 

WHICH  EXPLAINS  WHY  WE  HELP 
SO  MANY  ROCKET  SCIENTISTS. 

Putting  a rover  on  Wars  is  quite  a feat.  So  is  preparing  for  retirement  and  your 
child's  tuition  while  paying  today's  bills.  Tti3t's  why  so  many  forward  Hunkers  turn  to 
7LAA-CREF  for  down-to-earth  answers.  Contact  us.  After  all.  when  it  comes  to  something 
as  important  as  your  financial  future,  a little  bit  of  expertise  can  go  a long  way. 

TULA  CREF.oig  or  call  BOO  B42  2776 

Find  out  more  about  TIAA-CREF  IRAs 
and  our  other  tax-smart  financial  solutions 


Mflrtaging  money  for  people 

with  other  things  to  think  about. ” 
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Spring  break  “playas”  take  warning 


Author  Dave  Cummings  waves  the  Polish  flag  and  dispenses  spring  break  advice  from 
an  undisclosed  tropical  location  that  looks  nothing  like  the  Blazer  office. 

Image  by  Brian  Delaney 


By  Dave  Cummings 

It’s  spring,  the  season  for  love  to 
bloom  along  with  the  flowers.  It’s  a 
time  for  all  the  birds  to  sing  their  songs 
of  joy  as  the  sun  rises  over  dew  cov- 
ered leaves. 

Most  importantly,  it’s  time  for  the 
idiots  to  turn  off  their  television  sets 
and  join  in  on  the  overrated  fun  of 
spring  break  week. 


I can  hear  it  now. 

"Oh  my  god,  it’s  almost  spring 
break.  I have  to  get  my  airline  ticket  to 
the  spring  break  hot  spot  of  my  choice. 
Boy,  am  I gonna  get  drunk!” 

I turned  on  MTV  the  other  day, 
which  is  a rarity  for  me,  and  I watched 
about  3 Vi  minutes  on  “How  to  be  a 
Spring  Break  Playa." 

But  after  viewing  this,  I wondered 


why  anyone  would  need  such  tips. 

Whatever  happened  to  the  old 
fashioned  way  of  getting  a beautiful 
female  down  by  the  beach  using  clas- 
sic, fail-proof  pick  up  lines  like,  “Hey. 
baby”? 

That  usually  works  just  fine,  es- 
pecially with  a pocket  full  of  Rohypnol. 

Besides,  isn’t  it  blatantly  obvious 
that  the  majority  of  people  at  these 
spring  break  parties  are  intoxicated  and 
looking  for  a fling  anyways? 

I shouldn’t  say  that  spring  break 
parties  are  all  bad.  I mean,  there  are  a 
lot  of  creative  and  constructive  activi- 
ties. 

For  instance,  you  can  vote  for  the 
hottest  girl  or  guy,  get  wasted  in  drink- 
ing contests  or  even  participate  in  the 
ever-  popular  "Girls  Gone  Wild”  docu- 
mentaries. 

I can’t  wait  until  people  1 know 
come  back  and  tell  me  that  they  ended 
up  with  crabs  or  woke  up  next  to  some 
hideous  girl. 

I know  I will  hear  stories  like  this 
because  I hear  them  every  year. 

So  this  year,  feel  free  to  have  the 
best  time  of  your  life.  Just  remember 
one  thing:  You  probably  won’t  remem- 
ber anything  in  the  morning. 

Enjoy! 


Demand. 


"As  far  as  the  pay  is  o 
I knew  people  who  h 
to  coNege  for  four  years  who 
don*  make  as  much  money  as 
Ickx  Ten  years  ago  when  I first 
joined  the  trades  my  salary 
increased  over  three  times  of 
what  I was  making  before. 
It  changed  my  (rfe  completely." 


In  Command. 


Palmer  Sanders 
Chicago  District  Council 
Joumeyworker  Laborer 


Do  you  want  a Job  or  a caraef? 


The  TRCA  Is  committed 
to  increasing  skill  levels. 
You’ll  receive  a high  degree 
of  high  tech  education. 


-Plus- 


The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance  helps  you 
to  take  command  of  your  future  with  a career 
in  the  local  union  construction  trades  where  you 
can  earn-while-you-leam. 


Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 


Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security,  and  a life- 
time of  learning. 


• Eam-While-You-Leam 
continuing  educational 
process. 

• Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels. 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


Be  in  demand  Stay  in  command  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades  at 
www.threeroLcom. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
81 5.741  .3747 

The  Alliance  That  Works. 

Together. 


Top  5 Spring  Break  Hot  Spots 

Partying  until  dawn.  Scoping  the  scenes  lor  babes  and  hunks. 
Boozing.  Having  those  wild  times.  More  booze.  Any  way  you  look  at 
it,  spring  break  is  wild  and  crazy.  And  there  are  a number  of  espe- 
cially notorious  places  these  outrageous  college  days  of  enjoyment 
can  be  spent.  Here  are  the  top  five,  courtesy  of  AskMen.com: 

5)  Montego  Bay/Negrll,  Jamaica 

The  home  of  reggae  music  welcomes  thousands  of  Spring  Break- 
ers to  its  tropical  shores  each  year.  The  gorgeous  beaches  of  Negril 
offer  a relaxed,  laid-back  atmosphere,  while  the  crazy  nightlife  in  nearby 
“MoBay"  will  take  care  of  your  partying  needs.  If  you  get  tired  of  the  club 
scene,  you  can  stay  at  Negril  and  party  on  the  beach  by  a bonfire  under 
the  stars. 

4)  Acapulco,  Mexico 

This  “24-hour  paradise”  can  be  as  relaxing  or  crazy  as  you  want  it 
to  be.  During  the  day,  chill  out  on  the  beautiful  beaches,  soak  up  some 
sun,  and  gather  your  energy  for  Ihe  crazy  nightlife.  Don’t  expect  to  get 
much  sleep;  the  nightclubs  and  discos  start  getting  packed  around 
midnight,  and  the  party  doesn’t  end  until  it's  time  to  head  back  to  the 
beach. 

3)  Stowe,  Vermont 

This  is  another  great  Spring  Break  choice  for  winter  sports  fans.  At 
the  heart  of  all  Stowe  adventures  is  majestic  Mount  Mansfield,  Vermont’s 
highest  peak  and  one  of  the  world’s  most  famous  ski  and  snowboarding 
mountains.  From  Mansfield’s  summit,  visitors  can  see  three  states, 
two  countries,  and  Lake  Champlain,  the  sixth  Great  Lake.  At  night,  you 
can  see  live  bands  at  Matterhorn  or  try  karaoke  at  the  Rusty  Nail. 

2)  Ibiza,  Spain 

Ibiza  is  widely  regarded  as  the  party  capital  of  the  world,  attracting 
the  world’s  most  famous  DJs,  celebrities  and  models.  Club  Privilege, 
which  holds  10,000  people  and  claims  to  be  the  world's  largest  night- 
club, features  a swimming  pool,  tightrope  walkers,  cage  dancers,  and 
occasional  live  sex  shows. 

1)  Daytona  Beach,  Florida 

A Spring  Break  classic,  Daytona  is  also  one  of  the  cheapest  desti- 
nations for  students.  If  it’s  a party  you  want,  this  is  the  place  to  be.  With 
23  miles  of  sandy  beaches,  pool  deck  parties,  tons  of  happening  clubs, 
and  a huge  crowd  of  Spring  Breakers  that  are  ready  to  party,  you  won’t 
be  disappointed.  And  if  that's  not  enough,  you  can  try  boogie  boarding, 
parasalUng  or  skydiving  lor  a real  thrill. 


IF  ONE  OF  MY  SANDWICHES 

DOESN'T  HIT  THE  SPOT. 

THERE’S  SOMETHING 

SERIOUSLY  WRONG 

WITH  YOUR  SPOT. 


TASTING  IS  BELIEVING 
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JJC  student  creates  website  encouraging  peers  to  register 
to  vote,  get  information  about  top  3 presidential  candidates 


By  Matt  Furiane 

According  to  the  United  States 
Census  Bureau  in  the  2000  elections, 
46,750,175  voted  Democrat  and 
46,4 1 1 ,559  voted  Republican. 

186  million  people  were  able  to 
vote  yet  only  130  million  people  were 
registered  to  vole.  And  of  this  number 
only  1 1 1 million  actually  voted.  This 
means  75  million  people  who  could 
have  potentially  voted  chose  not  to  do 

With  another  close  election  loom- 
ing there  are  many  people  out  there 
who  could  make  a difference. 

JJC  student  and  criminal  justice 
major  Mike  Cherronc  wants  to  find 
those  people  and  get  them  to  vote  so 
he  created  a website  called 
www.punkrocklhevote.8m.com  - 
where  students  could  learn  about  the 
candidates  and  make  an  educated  de- 
cision in  November. 

Although  Cherrone  will  be  voting 
democrat  and  has  been  inspired  by 
Michael  Moore,  the  site  is  devoted  to 
encouraging  people  to  vote  and  inform- 
ing them  about  the  three  top  candi- 
dates— George  Bush,  John  Kerry  and 
Ralph  Nader. 

“We  are  a group  of  people  and 
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bands  getting  together  to  inform  stu- 
dents on  issues  concerning  candi- 
dates. We  are  encouraging  you  to  go 


out  and  vote.  We  aim  to  educate  and 
inform  you  on  what’s  important,"  states 
Cherrone. 


"I  felt  that  too  many  people 
plain  and  never  do  anything  to  change 
what  they  don’t  like.  It  was  a good  way 
to  get  students  involved  and  speak  up 
when  they  don’t  believe  in  something.” 
The  Punk  Rock  The  Vote 
homepage  is  a basic  layout  that  greets 
the  viewer  with  the  slogan,  “Vote  2004- 
Its  About  Democracy.” 

Short  journal  entries  talk  about 
politics,  bands  and  recent  website  ad- 
ditions like  the  new  discussion  forum. 

On  the  left  hand  side  you  can 
choose  from  several  links  that  give  ba- 
sic information  on  the  bands  that  are 
involved,  candidate  information  and 
news.  Other  links  are  available  to  con- 
tact Cherrone  or  sign  the  guest  book. 

“The  internet  is  the  best  tool  we 
could  ever  have  to  promote  anything. 
My  eslTmate  is  that  95%  of  college  stu- 
dents use  the  internet  regularly  and  I 
think  that  it’s  a good  formal  for  learn- 
ing,” Cherrone  said. 

Also  helping  to  develop  and  main- 
tain the  site  is  University  of  Illinois  stu- 
dent arid  English  major  Emelie  Larson 
who  takes  care  of  business  while  Mike 
works  on  booking  bands. 

“I  heard  too  many  people  com- 


plaining about  what  is  going  o 
country,  but  no  one  seems  to  want  to 
do  anything  about  it.”  Larson  said. 

“We  decided  that  we  wanted  to 
encourage  people  to  vote,  even  if  it 
wasn’t  for  our  candidate... The  impor- 
tant part  is  to  look  at  who  you  believe 
will  run  our  country  the  best  and  stand 
up  for  your  rights.” 

Currently  there  are  ten  bands  in- 
volved with  the  site  including,  Avoid- 
ing Megan,  Summer  Set,  Alienz  lie,  PGS, 
Keep  Away  From  Julie,  Philly  Sisters, 
Broken  Freedom,  Start  From  Scratch 
and  32  Over. 

In  the  future  Cherrone  hopes  en- 
courage people  to  vote  by  having  con- 
certs in  local  venues  and  at  JJC  in  con- 
junction with  the  Gay  Straight  Student 
Alliance. 

Registered  voters  will  be  able  to 
attend  free  with  their  voters  card,  and 
a small  fee  will  be  charaged  for  people 
who  are  not  registered.  Money  col- 
lected will  be  used  at  a giveaway  at  the 
last  concert  of  the  year. 

To  contact  Cherrone  or  Larson 
about  the  website  or  for  band  informa- 
tion email  them  at 
punkrockthevote  @ hotmail  .com . 


Angler’s  club  looking  to  reel  in  new  members 


By  Crystal  Larsen 

Do  you  like  to  meet  new  people? 
Do  you  like  to  be  outdoors?  Do  you 
like  to  fish?  If  you  answered  yes  to 
any  of  these  questions  than  you 
should  check  out  the  Joliet  Junior 
College  Angler’s  Club. 

John  Ocenas  serves  as  the  club 
president.  Additional  Angler’s  Club 
officers  include  vice  president  Crys- 
tal Larsen,  secretary  Tiff  Hullel,  trea- 
surer Jim  Nugent  and  science  project 
coordinator  Marcia  Dillcnburg. 

Club  meetings  tire  scheduled  for 
the  last  Wednesday  of  each  month  in 


the  cafeteria  at  3:00  p.m.  Just  show  up 
at  the  time  scheduled  and  look  for  the 
fishers. 

The  club  is  developing  a web  page, 
which  is  still  in  progress.  You  can  ac- 
cess the  site  by  going  to 
www.bankfisher.com . 

Once  the  weather  warms  up,  the 
anglers  will  be  having  weekly  club  fish- 
ins  either  at  Lake  Juco  or  at  Pilcher  Park 
in  Joliet.  This  will  be  on  alternate  Fri- 
days from  midday  onwards.  They  also 
plan  to  visit  some  of  the  cooling  lakes 
and  others  as  well.  Additionally,  they 
plan  to  both  hold  and  attend  fishing 


tournaments  throughout  the  summer 
months. 

On  Wed.,  April  28,  the  Anglers 
Club  will  hold  a free  fishing  seminar  on 
the  bridge  from  6:30-8:00  p.m.  All  are 
welcome  to  come  to  this  seminar  even 
if  they  are  not  from  the  college. 

They  have  also’committed  to  a ser- 
vice opportunity  with  the  Joliet  Park 
District.  The  “Family  Fishing  Frenzy” 
is  a two-day  summer  fishing  camp  for 
kids  at  Pilcher  Park  in  Joliet  on  Sat., 


June  19, 8-11  a.m.  andFri.,  July  9, 8-11 
a.m.  This  event  is  open  to  kids  ages  7- 
15.  The  goal  is  to  teach  local  kids  how 
to  fish  and  hopefully  to  actually  catch 
some  fish. 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  club  or 
would  like  to  help  out  with  one  of  their 
events  please  contact  Larsen  by  email 
at  HORSE6 1 885  ©aol.com  or  Ocenas  by 
email  at  jocenas@student.jjc.edu  and 
put  “fishing  club”  in  the  subject  line. 


Babv-Sitter/Nannv 

For  12  yr.  old 
Autistic  Boy 

Hours:6am-8:30am 
2:30pm-4:30  pm 

Must  Have  Experience 
With  Autism 


Contact  Eddie: 

(815)  212-4546 


ANGLER’S  CLUB 
UPCOMING  EVENTS 

About  every  third  weekend  ‘Big  Events’  are  usually  scheduled 
Saturday  morning  and  are  open  to  both  club  members  and  non- 
members, who  may  fish  for  a nominal  charge,  of  any  ability  level. 

Friday  Fish-Ins 

What:  An  informal  fishing  get-together 
When:  Friday,  April  16  from  noon  onwards 
Where:  Venues  to  be  fished  include  Lake  ‘Juco’,  Pilcher 
Park  and  the  Rock  Run  Forest  Preserve.  Each  of  these 
fisheries  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  Main  JJC  campus. 


Event  1 

What:  Techniques  used  to 
hone  catching  rate  will  be 
discussed  and  demonstrated 
When:  Saturday,  April  10, 
2004  at  9:00  am 
Where:  Barth  Pond  at 
Patriots 

Park,  Maple  Ave  / 55th  Street, 
Downers  Grove,  IL 


Event  2 

When:  Saturday,  April  24  at  8:30  am 
Where:  Lake  Arlington,  Arlington  Heights,  IL 

Bankfishinq  Seminar 

When:  Wednesday,  April  28  at  6:30  pm 
Where:  The  Bridge’,  JJC  Main  Campus 


Career  Opportunity! 


Are  you  ready  to  start  bulkflng  your  r^sunrw*  and  preparing  for  your  future  career? 
The  Walt  Disney  World*  College  Program  gives  you  the  opportunity  to  take 
college-level  courses  for  credit  network  with  Disney  leaders,  and  enhance  your 
marketability  In  today’s  job  market. 

As  a participant  you'll  enjoy  a social,  multicultural  environment  with  24-hour  secured 
housing  and  admission  to  all  four  Walt  Disney  World*  Theme  Parks.  Plus,  you'll 
learn  about  next-step  opportunities  with  The  Walt  Disney  Company.  This  paid 
program  Is  open  to  all  majors  and  college  levels.  For  a list  of  presentations 
and  to  apply  online,  visit  wdwcollegeprogram.com. 

Presentation  Attendance  Required  to  Interview. 

Joliet  Junior  College 
Tuesday,  April  20, 2004 
Room  C-2006 
1 :00  pm 


*<3$3tsr. 
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Sophomores  Kazimi,  Wells  running  for  student  trustee  position 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

On  March  1 6,  two  candidates  were 
announced  for  the  upcoming  student 
trustee  election  taking  place  April  6 and 
7.  Posters  and  video  footage  of  both 
candidates  discussing  their  goals  and 
backgrounds  can  be  seen  around  cam- 
pus. with  additional  information  avail- 


able on  JJC’s  website. 

Sadia  Kazimi  is  a sophomore  ma- 
joring in  Pre-Med.  She  is  a member  of 
Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  International 
Students  Club  and  Student  Govem- 

"While  classroom-defined  educa- 
tion is  very  important  to  me.  I realize 


that  a critical  part  of  my  education  must 
be  obtained  through  social  and  orga- 
nizational leadership,"  Kazimi  says  in 
her  profile  on  JJC’s  website.  She  goes 
on  to  say  that  with  JJC’s  rapidly  in- 
creasing enrollment,  she  feels  that  it's 
now  more  important  than  ever  that  stu- 
dents have  a voice  about  policies  and 


JolietJJ 


( Egg  <DONO<ZS  NE<E4>E<D 


THE  CENTER.  FOR.  REPRODUCTIVE  HEALTH 
IS  LOOKING  FOR.  WOMEN  WHO  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  GIVING  THE  ’ 

“GIFT  OF  LIFE” 

TO  PATENTS  EXPERIENCING  INFERTILITY 


IF  YOU  ARE  A WOMAN  WHO: 

9 IS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  OF  2 1-32  YEARS  OLD? 

9 IS  A NON-SMOKER  ? 

9 HAS  REGULAR  MENSES  ? 

YOU  MAY  BE  ELIGIBLE  TO  BE  COMPENSATED  FOR  YOUR  GIFT. 


campus  issues. 

Ashley  Wells,  also  a sophomore, 
is  a Research  Psychology  major  with  a 
minor  in  Acting.  She  is  vice  president 
of  the  Native  American  Club  and.  like 
Kazimi,  is  a member  of  the  JJC  Honors 
Program. 

“I  am  a candidate  who  wants  to 
make  sure  that  every  student  voice  is 
heard,”  says  Wells.  "I  want  to  make 
the  student  body  aware  of  all  the  ad- 
vantages they  have."  According  to  her 
profile  on  the  JJC  website,  she  was  in- 
volved in  a number  of  clubs  in  high 
school,  including  the  Multicultural 
Club  and  ROTC, 

The  student  trustee  attends  board 
meetings  and  serves  on  committees 
established  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  trustee  is  part  of  Student  Govern- 
ment, and  attends  regional,  state  and 
national  meetings  as  the  student  rep- 
resentative for  JJC.  The  position  is  cur- 
rently held  by  Drew  Duzinskas. 

"Student  participation  on  the 
board  leads  to  improved  communica- 
tion between  other  board  members,  who 
would  better  understand  the  nature  of 
student  concerns  if  voiced  to  them  di- 
rectly from  a student,"  Kazimi  says. 
“My  goal  is  to  elevate  awareness  of 
the  college  so  that  students  can  take 


advantage  of  the  many  opportunities 
offered  here." 

Wells  also  wants  to  raise  student 
awareness  and  represent  what  she 
calls  “a  very  diverse  and  massive  stu- 
dent population." 

"If  I am  elected.  I will  do  my  best 
to  communicate  to  the  board  what  the 
students  here  at  JJC  have  to  say  and  I 
will  see  that  our  concerns  are  met  and 
dealt  with,"  Wells  says. 

There  are  two  ways  to  vote  in  the 
trustee  elections.  Online  voting  is  avail- 
able to  registered  students  from  April 
6 at  12:01  a.m.  to  April  7 at  7:00  p.m.  To 
vote  online,  go  to  http.7Avww.jjc.edu/ 
votc/Voting_Booth.asp, 

Voters  must  enter  the  last  four  dig- 
its of  their  social  security  number  and 
their  year  of  birth.  This  is  simply  to 
determine  voter  eligibility,  and  these 
will  not  be  recorded  with  ballot  results. 
The  other  method  of  casting  a vole  is 
assistive  voting,  which  will  be  avail- 
able at  the  Office  of  Student  Activities 
( H- 1 0 1 6)  during  normal  office  hours  on 
April  6 and  7. 

The  results  will  be  announced 
April  8 and  the  winner  will  take  office 
April  15.  For  more  information  on  the 
candidates,  please  visit  http:// 
www.jjc.edu/votc/Candidates.asp. 


YOU  MAY  CONTACT  US  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  BY: 

PHONE:  MS.  RONA  HUNTER,  RN  @ 
t -€30-262-9980 
OR 

EMAIL:  CRHJOLIET@ATTGLOBAL.NET 


Center  for  Reproductive  Health  SC 

Joliet  IVF,  LLC 


2246  Weber  Rd. 

Croat  HilL  IL  60435 
313-725-4161 

www.crhivf.com 


t705SonthSt,Sta.D 
Geneva,  IL  60134 
630-262-9980 


Student  trustee  candidates  Ashley  Wells,  left,  and  Sadia  Kazimi  are  rwmlijfj  ta  fill  the 
position  of  student  trustee,  currently  held  by  Drew  Duzinskas. 


..UacLLS  am- 

taking  the  next  step 

Transfer  to  North  Park  University 


’ Study  at  one  of  ’America’s  Best": 

U S.  Mens  A Work/  Report  repe-aiedty 
names  North  Park  among  its  top  universities 

• North  Park  is  affordable:  Transfer  scholarships 
up  to  $7,000  per  ye^r-pLrs  live  $2,000  Phi  TlkJta 
Kappe  schctershp  Tor  qualfted  students 

• Compete  in  the  best  Division  III  athletic 
conference  in  the  cotrtry.  North  Park  is  a 
member  of  the  CCfW  atwetic  conference 


• learn  from  professors  who  know  and 
mentor  you:  Our  average  das 9 size  is  14 

■ Choose  the  program  that  Is  best  for  you: 
Mate  than  40  majors  mrors,  and  concemrodon9 

• Convenient  location:  North  Pork  is  convenient// 
located  on  the  north  9lde  of  Chicago 

• Give  back  to  the  commuMy  through  out 
national  recognized  Urban  Outreach  prog  ran 


Get  a free  transfer  credit  evaluation  and  fmd  out 
more  about  how  North  Park  serves  the  special 
needs  and  interests  of  transfer  students. 

For  more  information,  call  (773)  244-5516  or 
email  rb^rkl-Ol^northparkedu.  Nirsng  students 
can  call  Trevor  James  at  (773)  244-5508  or  emal 
ijamest&'northpo  r k.  edu. 

For  more  information  or  to  apply 
online  visit  wwwjiorthpark.edu 


Focus  on  the  important 


North  park 
university 

CHICAGO 


Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  programs 

Earn  or  complete  your 
bachelor's  degree 

Jump-start  your  career  with 
day  or  evening  dasses 

Apply  online  (application  fee 
waived)  at  wwwaurora.edu 

Learn  about  our  competitive 
scholarships 


Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 

V 


Aurora 
University 
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Student  Government  Business  Services  welcomes  new  VP 
not  just  for  politicians 


By  Josh  Diller 

There  is  a common  misconception 
circulating  on  campus  with  regards  to 
student  government.  When  students 
are  asked  about  getting  involved,  al- 
most invariably  their  response  is  some- 
thing like,  "Isn't  that  just  for  people 
interested  in  law  and  politics?” 

However,  JJC  Student  Government 
is  open  to  all  students  studying  in  ev- 
ery field,  whether  enrolled  in  automo- 
tive technology,  nursing,  theater,  or  any 
academic  program  offered  at  JJC.  It  is 
designed  to  help  express  the  interests 
and  concerns  of  the  student  body. 

Additionally,  Student  Government 
is  an  excellent  way  for  students  to  re- 
ceive valuable  experience  for  a wide 
variety  of  careers. 

Many  students  are  not  aware  of 
just  how  many  different  ways  Student 
Government  offers  them  both  the  op- 
portunity to  express  their  opinions  and 
gather  experience. 

While  there  are  regular  weekly 
meetings  of  the  entire  student  govern- 
ment, those  are  just  one  small  part  of 
the  Student  Government's  mission. 

Student  Government  also  sends 
representatives  to  several  different 
college-wide  committees.  These  stu- 
dents are  responsible  for  expressing 
the  views  of  the  student  body  to  the 
committee,  and  bringing  information 
gathered  at  the  committee  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Student  Government  so  that  it 
can  be  disseminated  to  students  as  a 
whole. 

Currently,  the  Student  Govern- 
ment holds  scats  on  five  different 
standing  committees.  Following  is  a 
brief  description  of  each  of  the  com- 
mittees for  anyone  interested. 
Academic  Standards 

The  mission  of  the  Academic  Stan- 
dards Committee  is  to  maintain  aca- 
demic standards  by  promoting  high 
standards  of  teaching  and  learning, 
and  to  foster  an  intellectual  and  pro- 
fessional climate  conducive  to  those 
standards.  There  are  two  student  po- 
sitions available. 

Beverage  Grant 

This  committee  was  formed  to  dis- 
tribute dollars  made  available  for  stu- 
dent use,  from  Pepsi,  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  which  is  the  length  of  the 
exclusive  contract. 

The  goal  of  the  committee  is  to 
review  grant  requests  and  determine 
which  are  most  beneficial  to  the  JJC 
community.  The  committee  consists  of 
twelve  members,  two  of  which  arc  stu- 
dents. 

Technology  Planning 
Committee 

Students  pay  a technology  fee  in 
their  tuition  that  makes  up  the  budget 
for  TPC.  The  TPC  has  the  responsibil- 
ity to  review  purchase  requests  for  all 
information  technology  equipment. 

The  TPC  budget  also  includes 
funds  for  training,  salaries  for  specific 
staff,  and  funds  for  exploring  new  tech- 
nologies. 

There  are  two  seats  for  students 
on  the  TPC. 

Academic  Quality 
Improvement  Plan 

The  Academic  Quality  Improve- 
ment Project  attempts  to  infuse  the  prin- 
ciples and  benefits  of  continuous  im- 
provement into  the  culture  of  colleges 
and  universities. 

They  do  this  by  providing  an  al- 
ternative process  through  which  an  al- 
ready-accredited institution  can  main- 
tain its  accreditation  from  the  Higher 
Learning  Commission  of  the  North 


Central  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools.  There  is  one  seat  for  a stu- 
dent on  the  ACIP  committee. 

Code  of  Conduct 

Student  leaders  that  are  appointed 
by  the  Government  can  serve,  as  part 
of  the  student  judicial  process  on  an 
as  needed  basis.  These  students  at- 
tend a 45-minute  training  session  and 
then  become  part  of  a team  of  campus- 
wide individuals  who  may  be  called 
upon  to  hear  cases  and  impose  sanc- 
tions. Semester  meetings  with  the  con- 
duct team  may  also  be  scheduled. 

Those  interested  in  finding  out 
more  information  about  Student  Gov- 
ernment or  any  of  its  committees  should 
contact  Anissa  Jones  at  ext.  2755,  or 
by  e-mail  at  ajones@jjc.edu. 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

On  March  1,  David  Agazzi  took 
over  the  position  of  vice  president  of 
business  services  at  JJC. 

A Joliet  native,  Agazzi  is  glad  to 
be  back  in  the  area  after  serving  as 
budget  director  for  the  city  of  Portland, 
Ore.,  chief  financial  officer  for  the  Chi- 
cago Housing  Authority  and  most  re- 
cently as  deputy  budget  director  for 
Chicago  Public  Schools. 

"It’s  very  good  to  be  back,"  Agazzi 
said.  "In  fact  that  was  one  of  the  draws 
of  this  position.  It’s  great  to  be  back 
with  my  family.” 

Agazzi  oversees  four  main  divi- 
sions of  the  college:  the  information 
technology  department;  physical  plant; 
controller's  office,  which  handles  all  the 
finances  and  the  budget;  and  business 
services. 

One  of  the  biggest  challenges, 
accordine  to  Aeazzi.  will  be  comine  ud 


David  Agazzi 

with  a long  term  financial  plan.  While 
the  college  continues  to  grow  and  en- 
rollment is  on  a rapid  increase,  sources 
for  funding  from  the  state  are  dimin- 
ishing. 

"Expenses  are  growing  faster  than 
the  revenues  that  are  coming  in,  so 
that’s  going  to  be  the  biggest  chal- 
lenge.” he  said. 


He  also  noted  that  the  state  has 
not  released  its  final  figures  of  how 
much  funding  will  be  sent  to  schools, 
but  said  that  if  the  state  had  increased 
dollar  amounts  proportional  to  the  in- 
creased enrollment,  the  college  would 
be  working  with  an  additional  $400,000. 
However,  because  of  state  funding 
cuts,  the  college  must  now  look  else- 
where for  revenue. 

“That’s  one  of  the  reasons  why 
we  went  to  the  board  with  the  tuition 
increase,"  Agazzi  explained.  He  went 
on  to  say  that  they  are  just  now  begin- 
ning budget  analysis  so  they'll  know 
more  over  the  next  couple  of  months. 

Agazzi  has  a bachelor’s  degree  in 
political  science  and  a master’s  degree 
in  public  administration  from  Northern 
Illinois  University. 

When  he's  not  in  the  office,  he 
enjoys  reading  and  says  he  is  looking 
forward  to  doine  some  eardenine. 


Nothing  rocks  a party 
like  the  freedom  to  have  it. 

When  you  serve  In  the  Army  National  Guard,  you 
spend  part  of  the  time  protecting  your  freedom,  and 
part  of  the  time  enjoying  it.  Most  Guard  members 
train  part-time,  one  weekend  a month  and  two  weeks 
a year,  so  that  they  are  ready  should  they  be  needed. 
They  also  earn  money  for  college, 
develop  leadership  skills  and  get 
career  training. 

Freedom  is  sacred. 

Protect  it.  Enjoy  it. 


I -800-GO-GUARD  EXT.I95 


www.  I -800-GO -GUARD. 


YOU  CAN 
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Newly  established  campus  task  force 
to  discuss  starting  a photo  ID  system 


By  Josh  Diller 

A task  force  has  been  established 
to  investigate  the  purchase  of  a photo 
id  system  for  Joliet  Junior  College  stu- 
dents and  staff.  The  target  date  for 
implementation  of  the  system  is  the  fall 
semester  2005. 

Currently  the  task  force  is  in  the 
process  of  doing  needs  analysis  to 
determine  how  comprehensive  the  sys- 
tem should  be.  Ideas  include  a system 
to  allow  the  card  to  be  used  for  pay- 
ment at  the  cafeteria,  bookstore,  and 


for  printing.  The  card  could  also  be 
used  for  access  to  the  fitness  center 
and  computer  labs. 

The  task  force  consists  of  Betty 
Zarske,  Dianne  Schmitt,  Judy  Mitchell, 
Bret  Randolph,  Jeff  Nuckles,  Mike 
Maier,  Jennifer  Kloberdanz,  Tawana 
Hughes,  Pattie  Fine,  Melvin  Comielius, 
Peter  Comanda,  Jerry  Anderson,  Josh 
Diller  and  Anthony  Cota. 

In  addition  to  these  members,  the 
task  force  is  interested  in  adding  a fac- 
ulty member  and  an  additional  student. 


If  you  are  interested  in  serving  on 
this  task  force,  you  are  encouraged  to 
contact  the  task  force.  Faculty  should 
contact  Anthony  Cota  by  e-mail  at 
acota@jjc.edu  or  by  telephone  at  ext. 
2267. 

Students  interested  in  becoming 
involved  may  contact  either  Josh  Diller 
by  e-mail  atjodilIer@jjc.edu  or  by  tele- 
phone at  8 1 5-703-8053,  or  Anissa  Jones 
by  e-mail  at  ajones@jjc.edu  or  by  tele- 
phone at  ext.  2755. 


Spring  Semester  Buyback 
Main  Campus  Bookstore 
Thursday,  May  6th  -8:00  am  to  6:45  pm 
Friday,  May  7th  -8:00  am  to  3:00  pm 
Saturday,  May  8th  -9:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
Monday  thru  Thursday  -May  10th  to  13th 
8:00  am  to  6:45  pm 

Friday,  May  14th  -8:00  am  to  2:00  pm 

“D  ” Mall  Location 

Monday  thru  Thursday — May  10th  to  13th 
9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 
North  Campus 

Wednesday,  May  12th  -6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 


Your  JJC  Bookstore 

J/Building  - 

Across  from  the  Service  Center 
and  Registration 
Monday  thru  Thursday 
7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Fridays  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 
815-280-6767 


"It’s  no  secret — the  JJC 
Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books 
Every  Business  Day!’ 


Now  Showing  at  the  JJC  Bookstore! 


Textbooks  - Software  -Supplies  -Gifts 
JJC  Clothing  -Book  Bags  -Candy 
Snacks  -Greeting  Cards  and 
A Friendly  Knowledgeable  Staff! 


“Stop  in  early  for  the  best  selection!” 

•Joliet  Jimior  College  Bookstore  ■HB] 

32  Years  Serving  WSMSbU 
The  JJC  CoBummity! 


Summer  I & II  Books 
Available 

In  Store  and  Online  at 
www.jjcbookstore.com 
Beginning 

Monday,  April  19th 


BRIGHT  MINDS 
SPEND  1’HEIR  SUMMER 
AT  ROOSEVELT. 


Oi  ,i  jump  oo  college  iirgradnair  program 
credits.  ILim  muster  credit*.  ox  enhance 
wur  dolls  Thiaisyuur opportunity  i<><omp 
your  degree  at  RomcwIl 

• U>op  or  Schaumburg  Campuses 

• 1 1 different  schedules 

• Special  one- week  intensive  courses 


Roosevelt  Summer  2001 


Hay  14.. 

Wa>  15. 


April  30.  17-  21 

May  20.  Jung  14  - IS 
May  21.  Juno  21  -25 
Jur»  18.  JMy  12- 16 
* 25,  JUy  26  - » 
May  24 -July  2 
ay  24  • Adjust  16 
11.10. 25.  July  2 
0 5.-12. 13,26,  July  10 
June  7 - A*n»sl  2 
Julye-Astjuitlo 


Rqoseveit  University 

Chicago  * Schaumburg  • Online 

wwv.ro  osevcdt.edu  1 -877-Apply-Rl ' 

HTie/r  you  uit/tiJ  to  be! 


Concert  celebrates 
retirement  of  founder, 
director  Jerry  Lewis 


Jerry  E.  Lewis  founded  llie  JJC  Community  band  and  has  .vi 
years.  He  will  retire  at  the  end  nf  llie  school  year. 


The  Joliet  J unior  College  Commu- 
nity Band  will  celebrate  its  26th  anni- 
versary and  the  retirement  of  Jerry  E. 
Lewis,  founder  and  direclor  of  the  band, 
with  a special  concert  on  Sun.,  May  2, 
at  3:00  p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

This  concert  honors  Lewis  for  the 
26  years  he  has  served  as  director  of 
the  JJC  Community  Band  and  a total  of 
33  years  he  has  spent  teaching  classes 
at  JJC. 

The  concert  will  feature  the  pre- 
mier performance  of  Robert  Sheldon's 
Palimpsest,  a work  commissioned  by 
the  band  to  honor  Lewis  upon  his  re- 
tirement from  Joliet  Junior  College. 

“I  am  truly  pleased  and  honored 
to  be  the  recipient  of  this  commission," 
Lewis  said.  “It  is  one  of  the  most  out- 
standing tributes  in  my  musical  career. 
I am  forever  grateful.” 

During  the  last  several  years,  the 


band  has  performed  many  of  Lewis' 
favorite  selections  from  the  repertory 
for  symphonic  bands  and  this  final 
concert  is  no  exception. 

This  concert  will  also  include  “My 
Hero"  from  the  Chocolate  Soldier  by 
Oscar  Straus;  Overture  to  Die 
Fledennaus  by  Johann  Strauss;  Cho- 
rale and  Shaker  Dance  by  John 
Zdechlik;  1812  Overture  by  Peter 
Tchaikovsky,  complete  with  church 
bells  and  canons;  Bamuin  and  Bailey's 
Favorite  by  Karl  King;  Beguine  for 
Band  by  Glenn  Osser;  selections  from 
Porgy  and  Bess  and  The  Stars  and 
Stripes  Forever  by  John  Philip  Sousa. 

There  will  be  a reception  for  Lewis 
immediately  following  the  concert. 

Admission  is  $5  for  adults;  $4  for 
senior  citizens.  non-JJC  students.  JJC 
faculty  and  staff  and  $2  for  JJC  stu- 
dents. 


Midewin  National  Tallgrass 
Prairie  seeks  volunteers 
to  prepare  for  grand  opening 


The  Midewin  National  Tallgrass 
Prairie,  part  of  the  former  Joliet  Arse- 
nal, has  been  largely  closed  to  the  pub- 
lic while  the  Army  cleans  up  contami- 
nation remaining  from  decades  of  TNT 
manufacturing  and  packaging 

Beginning  in  summer  2004,  the 
Forest  Service  will  open  two  areas  of 
Midewin,  totaling  about  5,000  acres,  to 
the  general  public.  The  west  side  of 
Midewin  will  be  open  outside  the  Army 
fence. 

On  the  east  side,  the  open  area  will 
extend  from  the  Chicago  Road  gate  on 
Hoff  Road  south  one  mile,  west  one 
mile,  and  east  to  Prairie  Creek. 

There  is  lots  of  work  to  be  done  to 
prepare  for  public  access  to  these  ar- 
eas, and  the  Forest  Service  invites  you 
to  come  and  help. 

The  following  workdays  and 
projects  are  scheduled. 

If  you  plan  to  come,  please  con- 
tact the  coordinator  for  that  day  at  (8 15) 
423-6370  so  that  enough  tools  are  avail- 
able for  everyone. 

The  work  projects  may  change, 
depending  on  the  availability  of  mate- 
rials, the  skills  of  the  volunteers  that 
day,  and  the  work  accomplished  on  pre- 
ceding workdays.  No  previous  experi- 
ence is  necessary,  but  come  prepared 
to  get  dirty. 

Wear  sturdy  footgear  and  bring 
water  and  lunch,  along  with  sunscreen 
and  bug  spray. 

Saturday,  April  17 

Hosted  by  local  bicycle  clubs  — 


general  trail  preparation,  sign  installa- 
tion, etc.  Meet  at  9 a.m.  at  the  Midewin 
Supervisor's  Office 

Coordinators;  Jess  Lovelace  & 
Amanda  Dworak 

Saturday,  April  24 

Earth  Day  Celebration  and  kick- 
off of  Midewin's  volunteer  season. 
The  access  work  project  will  be  to  con- 
struct four  trailhead  bulletin  boards. 
There  will  also  be  a restoration  work 
project  and  a potluck  social.  Meet  at  9 
a.m.  at  the  Midewin  Supervisor’s  Of- 
fice. Coordinator:  Rick  Short 

Wednesday,  April  28 

Preparation  of  the  four  interim 
trailheads.  Meet  at  9 a.m.  at  the 
Midewin  Supervisor’s  Office. 
Coordinator;  Mike  Rizo 

Saturday,  May  1 

Continued  preparation  of  the  four 
trailheads  and  other  preparation  work 
still  needing  to  be  done.  Meet  at  9 
a.m.  at  the  Midewin  Supervisor's  Of- 
fice. Coordinator:  Rick  Short 

Saturday,  June  5 

National  Trails  Day.  Celebration 
of  the  opening  of  public  access  to 
Midewin.  A work  project  will  be  sched- 
uled for  this  day,  as  well  as  other  fun 
events.  Meet  at  9 a.m.  at  the  Midewin 
Supervisor's  Office. 

Coordinator;  Pat  Thrasher 
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JJC  art  students  juried  exhibition  in 
the  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art  Gallery 

Photos  by  Rosalie  Lewis 


Sarah  Sal  run  observes  Mark  Bersano  anil  Sandra  Morris-Goodspeed's  pieces. 
Bersano's  work  is  the  tall  piece  tilled  "Loft”,  and  was  made  out  of  glass,  wood  and 
copper.  Morris-Goodspeed's  works  are  the  smaller  pieces  laid  out  and  is  titled 
"Transitiiions  in  Silver  and  Glass. " 


A collection  of  mixed  media  rangning  including  old  keys  and  chain  links  make  up  Dave 
Perry's  piece.  "Open  Minded." 


AROUND  CAMPUS 
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Events  you  may  have  missed... 


Syrelha  Ibidunni  of  Schaumburg  checks  t 
Fair  held  last  Friday,  April  2. 


' Heartland  Home  Health  Care  and  Hospice  with  Marion  Schuck  attending  at  the  Job 

Photo  by  Rosalie  Lewis 


Lisa  Wunderlich  of  backport  and  Officer  Royce  Hargrove  of  Chicago  Police  Deptartment  pose 
for  a picture  during  the  Job  Fair  last  Friday,  April  2. 

Photo  by  Rosalie  Lewis 


TFresa  Aguinaldo,  Director  of  the  Women  's  Center  at  the  College  of  Lake  County,  delivers  a speech  during  the 
luncheon  session  of  Empowerment  '04  on  Friday,  March  26.  Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


Student  trustee  Drew  Duzinskas  passes  lime  while  wailing  for  service  to  he  restored  to  the  elevator  by 
reading  last  month 's  issue  of  the  Blazer  during  the  power  outage  last  week.  photo  by  Brjan  Dc|ancy 
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Horoscopes 

Aries  People  will  strangely  walk 
up  to  you  asking  where  the 
restroom  is  in  Pig  Latin. 

Taurus  A new  red  scare  is 
coming.  You  will  soon  realize  it 
is  time  to  get  rid  of  all  your 
stuffed  Elmo  dolls. 

Gemini  Thousands  of  pounds 
of  seedless  strawberry  jam  will 
clot  your  car's  fuel  line. 
Fortunately,  you  will  also  get  the 
best  parking  spot  ever  at  JJC. 
Cancer  Throwing  yourself 
against  walls  to  display  your 
spider-like  abilities  is  no  way  to 
help  a party. 

Leo  "It’s  not  delivery — it’s 
DiGiomo."  So  how  do  they  get 
it  to  the  grocery  stores? 

Virgo  Your  spring  break  will  be 
fantastic.  Party  hearty  and  have 
fun  in  the  sun!  Just  remember 
that  you  bum  easily. 

Libra  You  will  meet  someone 
named  Jenny.  She  will  ask  to 
borrow  a penny. 

Scorpio  You  will  become 
addicted  to  pork  and  have  a 
deeply  religious  experience. 
Sagittarius  You’ve  got  to  go. 
Why  are  you  reading  the  paper? 
Capricorn  Massive,  mutated 
vegetables  will  crawl  into  bed 
with  you  tonight.  Carrots,  green 
tomatoes  like  you  most.  Red  bell 
peppers  like  you  least. 

Aquarius  You  will  solve  the 
age-old  question:  Why  do  we 
park  on  driveways  and  drive  on 
parkways? 

Pisces  You  like  digging  up  old 
fossils.  You  prefer  straight  fights 
to  sneaking  around.  You  get 
others  in  trouble.  ' 


Fantasy  becomes  reality  for  one  lucky  fan  on 
VHl’s  new  hit  show  “You  Rock  With...” 


Participants  in  VH1  's  "You  Rock  With... " pose  with  members  of  matchbox  20. 


By  Lisa  Frieri 

Imagine  being  on  stage  rockin’  out 
with  your  favorite  band  with  thou- 
sands of  fans  looking  on. 

This  is  the  premise  for  the  new 
VH1  show,  "You  Rock  With...,"  which 
premiered  on  March  22. 

Each  night,  a different  band  or  art- 
ist is  featured.  The  first  episode  fea- 
tures matchbox  20.  The  band  broke  out 
onto  the  scene  with  the  alternative  rock 
hit,  "Push"  in  1997.  Seven  years  later, 
they're  still  going  strong.  Last  year, 
their  song,  “Unwell”  was  on  the  top  40 
charts  for  a consecutive  1 8 weeks,  be- 
coming the  band’s  biggest  hit  to  date. 

Hundreds  of  hopefuls  send  in  au- 
dition tapes,  but  three  were  chosen  to 
audition  for  the  band.  One  was  ulti- 
mately chosen  after  rigorous  try-outs. 

Each  of  the  contestants  found  out 
they  were  chosen  for  the  show  when  a 
friend  bum-rushed  them  either  at  work 
or  at  home. 

The  first  contestant  was  John,  a 
sandwich  clerk  from  Miami.  John 
looked  like  he  could  be  a sixth  member 
of  the  band  and  he  has  a pretty  good 
voice  from  what  was  on  his  audition 
tape. 

He  has  been  playing  in  and  out  of 
bands  for  what  looks  like  1 5 years  from 
pictures  and  videos  they  showed.  In 
an  interview,  John  said,  'To  make  it  this 
late  is  almost  impossible,  but  I'd  like  to 
defy  gravity.” 

The  second  contestant  was  Robin, 
a court  clerk  from  Houston.  Although 
she  was  the  only  female  selected,  she 
didn't  hold  out.  Her  guitar  licks  are  as 
big  as  her  home  state. 

The  third  hopeful  was  a guy  with 
much  respect  for  the  band — Chad,  a 
freelance  music  producer  from  Chi- 


cago. Chad  didn’t  look  like  the  typical 
matchbox  20  fan,  with  a bald  head  and 
various  tattoos,  but  he  had  a lot  of 
heart. 

The  three  met  up  with  matchbox 
20  in  St.  Louis.  The  band  toured  last 
summer  all  over  the  U.S.,  but  the  St. 
Louis  concert  was  postponed  until 
December. 

The  three  contestants  were 
brought  to  compete  against  each  other 
for  the  current  keyboardist  for  the 
band,  Matt  Beck,  while  the  band  se- 
cretly watched.  Beck  was  chosen  to 
watch  the  auditions  because  he  was  in 
their  shoes  a year  ago,  auditioning  for 
the  band  himself. 

First  up  was  John.  His  perfor- 
mance went  OK,  but  bassist  Brian  Yale 
exclaimed,  and  "The  vibe  is  there!"  The 
band  was  obviously  having  fun  with 
this,  yelling  when  John  goofed  during 


the  guitar  solo. 

Second  was  Chad,  claiming, 
"..  out  of  a 10,  I’d  give  myself  a 9.” 

Robin  went  last.  She  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  seeing  the  live  video,  so 
she  extended  the  guitar  solo,  much  like 
lead  guitarist  Kyle  Cook  does,  giving 
her  performance  an  added  touch.  They 
band  seemed  impressed. 

After  they  performed,  the  contes- 
tants finally  got  to  meet  the  rest  of  the 
band.  "I  was  most  excited  about  meet- 
ing [singer]  Rob  Thomas,"  Chad  said. 
If  I was  in  his  situation.  I’d  be  excited 

"There’s  a lot  of  people  who  play 
technically,  but  feeling  is  the  key," 
noted  lead  guitarist  Kyle  Cook,  whose 
spot  the  lucky  winner  would  be  taking 
over  for  the  song,  "Bright  Lights”  dur- 
ing the  concert.  The  band  chose  the 
song  because  it  was  one  of  the  hard- 


est solos  out  of  their  song  catalog,  and 
perhaps  because  it's  their  latest  single. 

Drummer  Paul  Doucette  explained 
the  song.  “It's  kind  of  the  highlight  of 
the  show,  Kyle’s  solo,  and  he  plays  it 
with  a lot  of  feeling,  so  if  this  person  is 
going  to  take  Kyle's  place,  they  gotta 
play  with  as  much  feeling,  so  that 
crowd  doesn't  get  robbed  of  a show." 

As  the  band  was  discussing  the 
song,  they  cut  to  the  "Bright  Lights" 
music  video,  where  Kyle  Cook  is  on 
top  of  a piano  playing  with  heart  and 
soul.  Having  been  to  the  Chicago 
matchbox  20  concert  last  year,  I know 
their  shows  are  anything  but  boring, 
especially  to  die-hard  fans. 

During  sound  check,  the  contes- 
tants got  a chance  to  redeems  them- 
selves, with  the  actual  band  playing 
beside  them  this  time. 

John  didn't  miss  a beat,  and  came 
back  stronger  than  ever.  Chad  also  had 
an  excellent  performance.  But  Robin 
had  a “clean,  clear  performance." 

The  band  had  a hard  time  decid- 
ing who  the  winner  was,  but  they 
would  have  to  announce  the  winner 
right  before  they  performed  “Bright 
Lights"  at  the  concert.  Anticipation 
was  high  as  Rob  explained  the  contest 
to  the  fans.  Finally,  Robin  was  pro- 
claimed the  winner!  Her  rock  fantasy 
was  fulfilled  and  she  played  her  heart 
out. 

I was  rooting  for  Chad,  because 
he  seemed  like  the  biggest  fan.  John 
and  Chad  took  the  loss  gracefully  and 
still  seemed  like  they  enjoyed  them- 
selves at  the  concert. 

Other  artists  chosen  for  "You  Rock 
With. . . " include  Poison,  Rod  Stewart, 
Barenaked  Ladies  and  Melissa 
Etheridge. 


GOVERNORS  STATE  UNIVERSITY 


empower 

yourself 


Join  Us  for  Open  House  - Saturday,  May  1 
10  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 


M 


Governors 
Slate 

University 
empower  yourself 


Adeliria  Garda 
GSU  Undergraduate  Student  in 
Early  Childhood  Education 


708.534.4490 
www.govst.edu 
University  Park,  IL 


"I  love  GSU. 
The  professors  treat 
you  with  respect. 
You're  not  just  another 
student.  You're  an 
. individual." 


46  degree  programs 
Affordable  - financial  aid  for  part-time  students 
Small  class  sizes 

Convenient  - afternoon,  evening,  weekend  classes 
Web-based  instruction,  too 

Apply/Register  Today! 
Classes  Start  May  3 
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Jacob  Sulwer 


‘Eternal  Sunshine’  shimmers  bright 


Excursions  into  the  unknown: 
An  analysis  of  urban  nightlife 


Joel  (Jim  Carrey)  and  Clementine  (Kate  Winslet)  share  a 


n-to-be-erased  moment  in  Eternal  Sunshine  of  the  Spotless  Mind. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Focus  Features 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

Clementine  (Kate  Winslet)  is  a 
charismatic,  impulsive,  fun-loving  girl 
who  changes  her  hair  color  almost  as 
often  as  her  socks.  Joel  (Jim  Carrey)  is 
a nice,  introverted  guy  with  low  self- 
esteem who  writes  and  draws  pictures 
in  his  journal.  A chance  meeting  brings 
them  together,  but  as  often  happens, 
romance  eventually  gives  way  to  frus- 
tration, boredom,  and  conflicts. 

One  fight  leads  Clementine  to  take 
drastic  measures.  She  goes  to  Lacuna, 
Inc.,  to  have  all  her  memories  of  Joel 
eradicated.  Joel  is  beside  himself  when 
he  finds  out  that  his  relationship  with  ' 
Clementine  is  irretrievably  lost,  and  in 
a painful  moment  decides  to  undergo 
the  same  procedure. 

However,  while  techs  from  Lacuna 
are  in  the  process  of  erasing  his  memo- 
ries, Joel  has  a change  of  heart.  They 
had  many  happy  and  beautiful  experi- 


ences together,  and  as  his  happy  memo- 
ries start  to  fade  along  with  the  painful 
ones,  he  decides  that  even  though  he’s 
lost  Clementine  in  real  life,  he  isn’t 
ready  to  lose  his  memories  of  her.  Un- 
able to  interact  with  the  Lacuna  staff 
while  they  are  performing  the  proce- 
dure, Joel  attempts  to  stash  his  mental 
image  of  Clementine  in  memories  she 
wasn’t  originally  in,  hoping  he  can  pre- 
serve her  in  some  part  of  his  mind. 

This  is  only  the  beginning  of  this 
complex  but  touching  story  about  fate, 
love  and  human  nature.  Charlie 
Kaufman,  who  dazzled  audiences  pre- 
viously with  Being  John  Malkovich 
and  Adaptation,  taps  into  the  human 
psyche  once  more  and  lets  us  enter  a 
portal  to  the  deepest  of  human  emo- 
tions. This  outing  is  more  accessible 
than  the  last  two,  but  no  less  brilliant. 
It’s  a little  early  for  Oscar  predictions, 
but  if  Kaufman  doesn't  get  nominated 


for  Original  Screenplay,  I will  be  out- 
raged. 

The  acting  is  superb  as  well. 
Carrey  and  Winslet  plumb  new  depths 
of  acting  excellence,  doing  some  of  the 
best  work  of  their  careers.  Carrey's 
portrayal  in  particular  harkens  back  to 
his  critically  acclaimed  performance  in 
The  Truman  Show,  and  he  once  again 
proves  that  he’s  more  than  just  a goofy 
comedy  actor.  The  supporting  cast  add 
to  the  surreal  world  of  this  movie,  con- 
tributing pivotal  moments  and  epipha- 
nies as  the  story  progresses. 

Stunning  and  heart-warming,  this 
movie  is  the  best  I've  seen  so  far  this 
yearjt's  still  in  limited  release,  so  you 
may  have  to  drive  a little  farther  to  find 
a theater  where  it’s  playing.  But  if  you 
want  to  see  a movie  that  rises  above 
the  rest,  go  sec  Eternal  Sunshine  of 
the  Spotless  Mind.  It’s  sure  to  leave  an 
‘‘eternal”  impression. 


By  Brian  Delaney 

Reaching  the  age  of  twenty-one  is 
ono-of  most  paramount  milestones  in 
one’s  life.  By  that  age,  many  legal  privi- 
leges have  already  come  into  effect.  As 
one  becomes  more  mature,  they  enjoy 
a license  to  drive,  the  option  to  vote 
and  can  purchase  cigarettes  and  adult 
literature.  When  the  big  2 1 rolls  in,  there 
is  only  one  thing  left  to  do-  party. 

Residing  within  the  JJC  school  dis- 
trict allows  many  the  opportunity  to 
experience  an  assortment  of  cultures 
within  rural  and  urban  environments. 

Thus  begins  the  first  part  of  the 
excursion  into  the  unknown. 

One  of  the  best  places  around  of- 
fering a wide  array  of  nighttime  enter- 
tainment for  the  21  and  older  crowd  is 
Oasis  160.  Located  at  160  W.  Joe  Ore 
Road  in  Chicago  Heights,  Oasis  is  one 
of  the  hottest  nightspots  to  visit. 

Every  Friday  and  Saturday  night, 
from  6 p.m.  to  4 a.m.,  the  larger  venue  at 
Oasis  is  transformed  into  Envy  Night- 
club. Envy  features  a new  light  and 
sound  system,  visuals  on  two  large  pro- 
jection screens,  four  elevated  dance 
platforms,  and  two  lounge  areas  with 
plush  sofas. 

On  Friday  night,  Tony  “2”  Much 
and  the  Kamcleon  pump  up  the  volume 
at  Envy  until  4 a.m. 

Whereas  Danny  Level,  DJ  Select 
and  the  Kameleon  spin  their  own  mix  of 
dance  and  R&B  music,  pounding  the 
dance  floor  until  4 a.m. 

For  most  nights  there  is  a $5  cover 
charge,  unless  there  is  an  actual  con- 
cert taking  place  that  require  ticket  pur- 
chase. 


On  Wednesday  Ladies  nights, 
Miller  Lite  bottles  are  $1 .75,  instead  of 
the  usual  $3.  After  the  male  review  at 
Ladies  Night,  a female  hot  body  con- 
test takes  place  on  the  Envy  red  bar. 
Resident  DJ’s  performing  on  Wednes- 
day include  Billy  the  Kid  and  Tony  “2" 
Much. 

Upcoming  performances  include 
a CD  release  party  featuring  disc  jockey 
Johnny  Vicious  on  Saturday,  April  10. 
Vicious  is  well  known  in  the  trance  mu- 
sic genre  for  the  Ultra  Trance  CD  se- 
ries and  other  dance  club  anthem  he 
re-mixes. 

There  will  also  be  another  guest 
DJ,  featuring  Get  Faded  with  Alex 
Peace  on  Saturday,  April  17.  - ace  will 
be  performing  with  resident  » Danny 
Level,  DJ  Select  and  the  Kameleon. 

Upcoming  concerts  include 
Mushroomhcad  with  special  guests 
Dope  and  Twisted  Method.  It  is  an  all 
ages  show,  beginning  at  7 p.m.  on  Sat- 
urday, April  10  with  the  doors  opening 
at  6p.m.  Tickets  arc  $16  in  advance 
and  $19  the  day  of  the  show. 

Sevcndust  with  also  be  perform- 
ing an  all  ages  show  with  special 
guests  Cold,  Apartment  26  and  Atom 
Ship  on  Tuesday,  May  4.  The  concert 
begins  at  7:30  p.m.  and  the  doors  will 
open  an  hour  before.  Tickets  are  $24 
to  $28. 

For  the  ultimate  nightlife  enter- 
tainment. a trip  to  OaSis  160  is  highly 
recommended.  For  more  information 
on  upcoming  events  and  featured  con- 
certs, call  Oasis  at  (708)  756-0600  or 
check  out  their  website  at 
www.oasisonesixty.com. 


JJC  theater  production 
leaves  a lasting  impression 


"The  day  I started  taking  advantage  of  the 
UPS  Earn  and  Learn'  Program,  they  took  care 
of  everything.  All  the  fees  and  all  the  books. 

I definitely  recommend  UPS." 


School:  Joliet  Junior  College 
Major:  Electrical  Engineering 
Job:  Part-Time  Supervisor  at  UPS 


% 


,Earn«  Get  as  much  as  $23,000* 
Learn'  In  College  Financial  Assistance 


•(allege 


Considering  everything  that  a college  student  has  to  pay  lor,  you  might 
want  to  consider  a part-time  job  with  UPS,  which  provides  a nice 
paycheck  and  benefits.  Qualify  for  our  Earn  and  Leain*  Program, 
and  you'll  also  receive  help  with  your  education-related  expenses. 

To  learn  more  about  Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportunities 
and  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn*  Program  at  Joliet  Junior  College, 
please  contact  Lewis  Strange  at: 

708-387-4884  ext.  5435 


www.upsjobs.com/chicago 

UPS  salutes  Jacob  and  his  intelligent  solution  to  furthering  his  education 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer  • 'Program  guidelines  apply 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

“I’ve  seen  a man  healed  by  a Big 
Mac,"  says  Sally  Horath  in  her  portrayal 
of  French  Fries,  one  of  ten  women 
whose  monologues  make  up  Jane 
Martin’s  ‘Talking  With."  directed  for  the 
JJC  stage  by  Nicki  Blowers.  The  perfor- 
mance took  place  April  I -4. 

Each  woman  in  the  play  feels  pas- 
sionately about  something,  and  the 
monologues  encapsulate  their  obses- 
sions and  paint  a vivid  picture  of  who 
they  are. 

Fifteen  Minutes  (Jennifer 
Arbogast)  is  an  actress  who  wishes  she 
could  know  as  much  about  her  audi- 
ence as  they  know  about  her.  Straps 
(Katheryn  Knorr)  is  so  obsessed  with 
the  Wizard  of  Oz  that  she  wears  a cos- 
tume and  finds  herself  having  “flash- 
backs" of  her  imaginary  experiences  in 
Oz.  Sue  Valek  portrayed  a woman  who 
has  just  lost  her  mother  to  a terminal 
illness.  Her  moniker.  Clear  Glass 
Marbles,  is  significant  because  her 
mother  learned  to  “let  go"  and  “make 
the  day  longer”  using  these  marbles. 

Kate  Nelson  is  Rodeo,  cowgirl 
whose  family  rodeo  has  just  been  taken 
over  by  corporate  America  and  turned 
it  into  the  “Icc-damn-capades"  as  she 
refers  to  it.  She’s  angered  that  as  soon 
as  people  find  something  to  love,  some- 
one somewhere  is  going  to  try  to  make 
money  off  it.  Twirler  (Zoe  Kohlhagcn) 
is  obsessed  with  baton-twirling,  which 
she  insists  is  a spiritual  experience. 

Lamps,  played  by  Jan  Bakkcr,  has 
an  extensive  collection  of  the  items 
she’s  named  after.  Each  one  holds  some 
significance  to  her,  representing  people 
she  has  known  throughout  her  life. 


Heidi  Van  Dc  Voort  portrays  Handler, 
who  comes  from  a long  line  of  snake 
handlers — people  that  test  their  reli- 
gious faith  on  whether  or  not  poison- 
ous. snakes  will  bite  them.  She's  start- 
ing to  question  her  faith  now  (hat  sev- 
eral of  her  family  members  have  died 
as  a result  of  the  practice,  but  she  holds 
to  the -belief  that  people  are  either 
empty  or  full  and  the  snakes  know  the 
difference. 

Jenna  Slworzyjanck  gave  a memo- 
rable and  convincing  performance  of 
a woman  in  labor  as  Dragons.  She 
knows  from  early  tests  that  her  child 
will  not  be  "normal”  but  she  has  de- 
cided to  keep  the  baby  and  love  it  no 
matter  what.  Her  monologue  is  punc- 
tuated by  simulated  contractions  and 
prayers  to  God  and  the  saints. 

French  Fries,  if  it’s  not  obvious 
from  her  name  and  the  Big  Mac  remark, 
really  loves  McDonald’s.  She  feels  safe 
there,  and  she’s  even  asked  the  man- 
ager if  she  can  live  there  (he’s  looking 
into  it).  Her  performance  drew  much 
laughter  from  the  audience. 

Finally,  Marks  (played  by  Stacey 
Murphy)  is  a woman  who  documents 
her  life  experiences  with  tattoos  and 
scars.  She  used  to  play  it  sale  and  live 
up  to  people's  expectations  of  her,  but 
after  an  encounter  with  a rock  star  lit- 
erally left  her  scarred  for  life,  she  de- 
cided to  take  a walk  on  the  wild  side 
and  never  looked  back. 

Each  of  the  characters  left  the  au- 
dience with  something  to  think  about, 
and  the  cast  was  remarkable  and  com- 
pelling. All  in  all,  Talkihg  With  left  a 
lasting  impression  and  plenty  of  fod- 
der for  conversation. 
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‘Lady  killers’ 
knocks  ’em 
dead  but  can’t 
top  original 


by  Matt  Sheehan 

Alec  Guinness,  accomplished  Brit- 
ish thespian,  is  best  known  for  his  dra- 
matic roles  such  as  Colonel  Nicholson 
in  The  Bridge  on  the  River  Kwai  and 
Obi- Wan  Kenobi  in  the  original  Star 
Wars  trilogy.  But  who  knew  he  was  that 
damn  funny? 

I am,  of  course,  referring  to  his  ear- 
lier films  of  British  comedy — Kind 
Hearts  and  Coronets  and  The  Laven- 
der Hill  Mob,  just  to  name  a few. 

Another,  of  course,  is  The 
Lady  killers,  which  also  starred  a soon- 
to-be  comedic  god  in  a very  young  Pe- 
ter Sellers. 

The  original  Ladykillers  had 
Guinness  leading  a band  of  men — rang- 
ing from  an  expert  con  artist  to  a lum- 
bering brute — to  rob  a local  bank  truck, 
all  the  while  plotting  and  conspiring  in 
the  rented  room  of  a little  old  lady’s 
house.  Unfortunately,  she  finds  out 
about  the  plot,  and,  hence  the  title. 
Pause.  Take  that  premise.  Fast  forward 
to  now. 

Only  the  Coen  brothers  could  take 
one  of  the  most  insanely  hilarious  dark 
comedies  ever  and  remake  it  in  the 
present-day. 

Starring  Tom  Hanks  as  the  lead  man 
of  the  operation  and  Chicagoan  Irma  P. 
Hall  (Soul  Food)  as  the  unsuspecting 
but  nosy  old  lady,  Mrs.  Munson,  the 
new  Ladykillers  tweaks  the  older 
version's  story  a bit. 

Instead  of  robbing  a bank  truck, 
the  criminals  decide  to  raid  the  under- 
ground counting  room  of  the  nearby 
riverboat  casino  by  tunneling  into  the 
room — from  Mrs.  Munson's  root  cel- 
lar. 

But  how  do  they  “cover  up"  their 
plotting?  Keeping  the  original’s  premise 
intact,  they  practice  music  while  doing 
their  dirty  work.  But  when  she  finds  out, 
who’s  going  to  kill  the  little  old  lady? 

Overall,  the  film  is  worth  a look.  Tom 
Hanks  and  Irma  P.  Hall  both  give  very 
good  performances.  In  fact,  Hanks’  act 
reminds  me  a bit  of  Johnny  Depp  in  last 
year’s  Pirates  of  the  Caribbean,  in 
which  Depp — one  of  the  most  talented 
actors  around — gives  an  over-the-top, 
quirky,  slurred-speech  performance. 


Ditto  for  Hanks.  This  is  certainly  one 
of  his  best  performances  since  Gump. 

Adding  to  the  laughs  is  Marlon 
Wayans,  who  drops  more  F-bontbs 
than  Eminem  on  CBS.  Wayans  (not  the 
most  talented  of  the  family — Damon  is) 
provides  an  edge  that  really  makes  this 
an  update  and  a remake,  particularly 
with  his  "hippity-hop"  music. 

Also  adding  to  the  zaniness  is  J.K. 
Simmons  ( Spider-Man , Law  & Order 
series)  as  Mr.  Pancake.  Yes,  you  read 
correctly — he’s  named  after  a pan-firied 
breakfast  food  item.  Now,  I thought 
that  he  was  the  brightest  spot  in  Spi- 
der-Man. and  he  sure  keeps  things 
going  here,  especially  with  his  constant 
bickering  with  Wayans’  character. 

But  the  film  belongs  to  Hanks  and 
Hall.  In  fact,  Hall  deserves  all  the  rec- 
ognition. and  Hanks  has  been  cam- 
paigning for  her.  A few  months  back, 
she  was  involved  in  an  almost  fatal  car 
accident.  She  is  recovering,  and  Hanks 
has  been  pulling  double  duty  for  her. 

In  the  end,  however,  The 
Ladykillers  does  not  quite  live  up  to 
the  original.  Since  I have  seen  the 
Guinness  version,  I knew  what  was 
happening  and  what  to  expect,  but  I 
laughed  and  was  nevertheless  enter- 
tained. 

If  I had  to  give  it  stars,  I would 
give  it  three-and-a-quarter  stars:  it’s  not 
funny  and  great  enough  to  be  three- 
and-half  (especially  when  compared  to 
the  original),  but  it’s  not  so  bland  to  be 
a plain  three  star  flick. 

My  suggestion?  See  this  one  first, 
then  go  back  and  see  the  original  (good 
luck  trying  to  find  somewhere  to  rent 
it!).  That  way,  you  will  be  able  to  ap- 
preciate the  original  a little  bit  more  than 
the  new  one.  If  you  do  it  like  I did,  the 
experience  will  not  be  as  fulfilling. 

The  Ladykillers  will  knock  you 
dead  with  laughter  but  won’t  put  you 
six  feet  under  like  the  original. 


Look  for  reviews  of  Starsky 
& Hutch,  The  Passion  of  the 
Christ,  Hellboy,  Walking  Tall  and 
more  at  Matt’s  Movies  & TV! 
http://www.matls-movies.com/ 


Tom  Hanks  leads  a 
Ladykillers. 


it  of  quirky  criminals  in  the  Coen  brothers'  hilarious  update  of  British  comedy  classic  The 
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For  more  inlormaiion,  call  (6301 829-6300,  e-mail 
admissions@ben  edu  or  visit  us  on  the  Web  al  vwtv.ben.edu. 
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" the  Benedictine  Difference. 


Kate  McDoroutfi  was  irdorested  n attending  Bencdofnc  Urrvorsrty’s 
lour-yeer  liberal  ats  program,  but  deeded  to  attend  a two-year  ccnmnity 
coIIoqo  first  Kato  was  impressed  to 'earn  that  Bonodiclino  admissions 
counDefcrt;  wold  continue  to  work  with  ter  to  ensur  e a emooth  iraieiticn 
when  3ho  was  read/  to  tmnslor. 

“t  had  planned  to  attend  Beredctre  Unirersity  right  alter  high  a char', 
bul  my  plans  changed  and  I attended  community  college  (cr  two  years." 

Kate  said.  *1  worked  wilh  an  admissions  reuMBlor  at  9enadiciinB  while  I 
was  sllll  attending  community  college  to  ensure  I ha?  ell  my  courses  would 
trerefer.  My  transition  la  fenedcone  W3S  33  easy  63  the-/  said  it  wxtfd  be.* 
The  sled  at  BensJci-ne  Urwetsily  in  lisle  knows  Ihat  each  student's 
aitualion  is  unique.  That  is  why  vie  tare  the  timB  to  gve  eech  tludent  and 
each  applicant  the  Indrvaduri  attention  they  deserve 

Appty  today  and  Expesiefxs  (ha  Berethctina  Diffaranca. 
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You  dream  big.  So  do  we.  This  ambitious  approach  has  allowed  Saint  Xavier 
University  to  offer  36  undergraduate  majors  and  32  graduate  program  options 
Complete  your  bachelor's  degree  at  our  Chicago  or  Orland  Park  location,  and 
see  your  dreams  come  true.They're  closer  than  you  think. 

Affordable  tuition  • Generous  financial  aid 
94%  placement  rate  ♦ Convenient  location 
Illinois  Articulation  Initiative  (IAI)  • Flexible  schedule 

Chicago  Campus:  (773)  298-3050  Orland  Park  Campus:  (708)  802-6200 

www.sxu.edu/admission 


Weston  Streitz  gets  ready  to  strike 


I 


Fellow  team  members 
watch  from  the  dilgout 
as  freshman  outfielder 
Devin  Smith  winds  up 
for  the  swing. 


fhtw  dtfe  are  yaur 
Jreama  naming-  bru&? 


dozer  Hon  you  Htnk. 


Saint  « Xavier 
University 


JJC  football  players  set  to  continue  their 
athletic  careers  at  four-year  universities 


Upcoming 
sports  events 


Men’s  Iannis 

Wednesday  April  7 JJC  plays 
Rock  Valley  Community  College  at 
home 

Thursday  April  8 JJC  plays  Lake 
Land  Community  College  at  home 
Friday  April  9 JJC  plays  Illinois 
Valley  Community  College  at  home 
Baseball 

Wednesday  April  7 away  at 
Kishwaulee  College 

Thursday  April  8 away  at 
Waubonsee  College 

Friday  April  9 plays  Parkland 
Community  College  at  home 

Saturday  April  10  away  at  Triton 
College 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

Even  though  the  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege Wolves  football  team  didn’t  make 
it  to  the  championship  bowl  game  this 
year,  as  they  did  in  their  200 1 and  2002 
seasons,  several  Wolves  have  signed 
on  with  four-year  colleges. 

With  more  intense  competition 
this  year,  the  2002  NJCAA  national 
champions  recorded  a 7-3  record  in 
their  2003  season.  However,  their  record 
did  not  stop  recruits  from  recruiting 
many  of  the  scholarship-worthy  foot- 
ball athletes. 

One  of  the  recruits  is  Lincoln- Way 
Central  High  School  graduate  Rob 
Ninkovich.  He  will  attend  Division- 1, 
Purdue  University  in  West  Lafayette. 
Ind.,  this  fall. 

The  6-foot-3,  243-pound  defen- 
sive end,  will  be  changing  his  position 
to  tight  end,  at  Purdue.  As  a JJC  Wolf, 
he  broke  the  sack  record  with  16  sacks 
during  the  season,  while  batting  down 
nine  passes  and  forcing  four  fumbles. 

Ninkovich  is  preparing  for  Purdue 
in  the  off-season  to  become  a more  pro- 
ductive tight  end. 

“I  lift  weights  five  days  a week  at 


Rudy’s  gym  and  run  on  weekends," 
said  Ninkovich  about  his  training. 

At  JJC  Ninkovich  accomplished 
much  on  the  field.  He  became  all  con- 
ference, all  region,  and  their-team  All- 
American  in  his  two  years  here. 

“I  believe  that  going  to  JJC 
helped  Purdue’s  decision  to  recruit  me 
because  it  shows  that  I have  turned 
my  grades  around  and  I have  two  years 
of  college  experience,”  Ninkovich  said. 

Assistant  coach  Tom  Minnick 
also  believes  that  it  is  important  to  start 
at  a junior  college.  “Four-year  colleges 
come  looking  here  for  a need  and  cer- 
tain position.  They  want  someone  with 
college  experience,”  reported  Minnick. 

Ninkovich  believes  his  size, 
speed,  agility  and  experience  will  help 
him  become  more  productive  at  Purdue. 

“I  chose  Purdue  because  the  beau- 
tiful campus  has  a lot  to  offer  and  the 
football  team  gives  me  the  best  oppor- 


tunity to  move  on,”  said  Ninkovich. 

Besides  Ninkobich,  the  Wolves, 
Josh  Taylor,  Keith  Holden,  Martell  Tay- 
lor, Gary  Glasby,  Antoine  Bagwell,  and 
DeShawn  Davidson  all  acquired  foot- 
ball scholarships.  These  players  will 
be  able  to  contribute  to  their  teams  be- 
cause they  have  what  their  new 
coaches  are  looking  for. 

“Speed,  coaches  look  for  speed. 
If  kids  can  rqn,  they  will  stand  out  to 
the  recruits,"  Minnick  said.  “Plus 
these  kids  come  out  of  one  of  the  top 
junior  colleges.  They  will  do  fine  at 
school." 

JJC  does  a lot  to  make  sure  their 
student-athletes  achieve  more  than 
just  the  two-year  requirement.  The  ath- 
letic department  helps  with  grades,  re- 
cruiting and  other  forms  of  experience. 
The  athletic  department  works  with  the 
athletes  while  at  JJC  and  for  their  expe- 


rience after  JJC. 

“Four-year  colleges  contact  us. 
We  then  send  the  recruits  videos  of  the 
athletes  and  their  statistics."  reported 
Stephanie  Herman,  assistant  athletic 
coordinator,  on  what  the  department 
docs  for  the  athlete. 

Attending  a junior  college  helps 
the  aspiring  athlete  to  play  a college 
level  sport,  with  college  level  competi- 
tion. They  obtain  college  level  criteria 
while  attending  school. 

"Junior  college  competition  defi- 
nitely helped  these  athletes  prepare  for 
competition  in  the  fall  because  they 
went  up  against  D-l  athletes,  so  junior 
colleges  try  to  recruit  D-l  athletes," 
said  Minnick. 


Freshman  Weston 
Streitz  smashes  the 
ball  to  his  opponent 
daring  a game. 


“Four-year  colleges  come  looking  here  for  a 
need  and  certain  position.  They  want  someone 
with  college  experience.” 

- Tom  Minnick,  Assistant  Coach 
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Let  me  be  Frank  with  you 


By  Adam  Fox 

When  Ozzie  Guillen  was  named 
head  coach  of  the  Chicago  White  Sox 
this  year,  his  attitude  was  going  to 
change  the  team.  He  was  going  to  keep 
them  loose,  fun  and  winning.  The  sea- 
son has  just  started  and  it  seems  he 
has  already  accomplished  some  of  that. 

His  biggest  child,  designated  hit- 
ter Frank  Thomas,  has  changed  into  a 
total  team  player. 

Is  Thomas  that  selfish  of  a player? 
Does  the  media  portray  him  incorrectly? 
As  much  as  this  pains  me  to  say,  Tho- 
mas is  a selfish  player,  like  it  or  not. 

Thomas  entered  the  league  in 
1990,  and  instantly  started  on  a crash 
course  into  the  Hall  of  Fame.  But  his 
downfall  came  in  the  spring  of  2001 
when  Thomas  decided  not  to  partici- 
pate in  training  drills  with  the  team.  And 


later  on  that  spring  he  had  a violent 
yelling  match  with  then-head  coach 
Jerry  Manuel. 

Thomas  is  known  to  be  a cancer, 
but  with  Guillen  now  leading  the  Sox, 
will  his  attitude  change?  Will  these 
former  teammates  make  this  unusual 
situation  work? 

Reports  were  circulating  this  win- 
ter that  Thomas  never  answered  Guillen 
or  GM  Kenny  Williams  phone  calls  this 
off-season.  And  there  is  a grudge  be- 
tween Guillen  and  Thomas  the  size  of 
Ted  Washington.  But  when  it  was  time 
for  position  players  to  report,  Thomas 
came  to  Tucson,  Ariz.,  giddy  as  a 
school-girl. 

This  dramatic  change  in  his  atti- 
tude is  only  the  beginning  of  the  new 
Thomas.  Thomas  has  volunteered  to 
hit  fourth,  instead  of  his  traditional 


third  place  in  the  batting  order. 

Batting  third  has  been  like  the 
French  losing  a war,  a stand  still.  But 
instead  Thomas  has  given  his  spot  to 
Magglio  Ordonez.  This  is  a colossal 
gesture  of  gratitude  for  the  “Big  Hurt. ' 

Ordonez,  who  is  currently  in  the 
last  year  of  his  contract,  is  being 
handed  the  keys  to  the  team.  This  could 
be  a great  move  for  the  Sox,  or  it  could 
be  a disaster,  considering  Ordonez 
might  leave  or  be  traded  after  this  sea- 
son. But  now  the  outlook  for  this  year 
is  great. 

Guillen  has  finally  helped  Thomas 
to  stop  focusing  on  his  money  and 
endorsements  and  gotten  him  back  to 
the  job  that  made  him  famous.  The  sea- 
son will  only  show  us.  Now  they  can 
concentrate  on  what  they  get  paid  to 
do,  play  baseball. 


Hajek  replaces  Fur lan  as  head  coach 
of  women’s  soccer  team  for  2004-05 


By  Adam  Fox 

The  2004-2005  women’s  soccer 
team  will  have  a new  coach  to  lead 
them.  The  Lady  Wolves  will  be  lead  by 
new  head  coach  Tom  Hajek.  Thus  far 
the  Lady  Wolves  have  been  guided  by 
Dan  Furlan,  but  he  will  be  retiring  in 
the  near  future,  and  wants  to  concen- 
trate on  his  job. 

Hajek  has  been  assisting  the  men's 
soccer  team  for  the  past  few  years,  and 
jumped  at  the  opportunity  to  take  on 
this  new  challenge. 

He  not  only  wants  to  teach  his 
new  kids  about  soccer,  but  about  life. 
“It  is  more  then  soccer,"  Hajek  said. 

One  of  Hajek’s  major  influences  in 
his  coaching  life  has  been  John 


Wooden  and  his  pyramid  of  success. 
Wooden,  UCLA  head  basketball  coach 
from  1948-1974had  hadawinning  per- 
centage of  80.5  percent.  Wooden, 
taught  more  then  just  the  game  of  bas- 
ketball, he  readied  his  players  for  life 
as  well. 

He  taught  fundamentals  and  pre- 
paring the  student  for  life  beyond  bas- 
ketball. “I  think  his  value  system  is  the 
thing  that  I believe  it  makes  the  game,” 
Hajek  said. 

Hajek  had  an  open  door  meeting 
on  March  1 1 , with  returning  players  and 
anyone  that  was  interested  in  playing. 
At  the  meeting  the  girls  learned  about 
his  philosophy  for  the  game,  and  chal- 
lenged them  to  why  they  want  to  play 


soccer. 

“Those  girls  that  are  returning  are 
coming  from  last  year  are  competitive," 
said  Hajek. 

Hajek  goal  for  this  year  is  to  put 
together  a great  group  of  girls  and  take 
them  to  the  national  tournament.  "We 
have  a good  chance  really  from  the  girls 
that  I’ve  seen,  that  I understand  that 
are  coming  here,”  said  Hajek. 

He  wants  his  team  to  be  like  a big 
fellowship,  players  and  coaches  alike. 
Every  player  respecting  each  other  and 
the  entire  coaching  staff,  with  out  any 
selfish  attitudes. 

In  order  to  reach  coach  Tom  Hajek, 
you  may  email  him  at 
HomeSportZ@aol.com. 


Boresi  leaves  crowd  in  awe  with 
a no-hitter  game  against  MATC 


By  Adam  Fox 

There  are  only  a few  major  events 
in  baseball  that  will  have  crowds  in 
awe.  One  is  an  in-the-park  home  run 
and  the  other  is  a no-hitter.  The 
Wolves  pitcher  Ben  Boresi  nearly  ac- 
complished that  feat,  a no-hitter. 

On  Sunday  March  28  double- 
header  versus  Madison  Area  Techni- 
cal College  (MATC)  was  proof  of  how 
special  this  team  is  this  year.  Boresi. 
who  went  seven  innings  in  the  first 
game,  pitched  absolutely  wonderful. 

“Well  that  is  the  kind  of  stuff  we 
need  to  see  from  Ben.  I think  Ben  is 
very  capable,"  head  coach  Wayne  King 
said. 

The  Wolves  lost  the  series  to  the 
WolfPack  three  games  to  one.  But 


Pilcher  Ben  Boresi 


these  surprising  losses  for  our  Wolves 
are  not  to  be  blamed  on  the  pitchers. 
The  Wolves  scored  no  more  then  four 
runs  in  any  of  the  games. 

This  rough  spot  for  the  offenses 
is  something  the  team  is  just  going 
through. 

"We’re  not  hitting  very  well  right 
now,”  King  said. 

The  team  is  being  lead  by  its  pitch- 
ers right  now.  Lading  the  team  is  Boresi 
and  freshman  Roy  Benavides.  Boresi 
is  leading  the  team  in  victories  with  a 
record  of  4-1  and  a 1.70  era.  While 
Benavides  has  a record  of  3-2  with  a 
1.76  era. 

The  Wolves  are  currently  ranked 
number  three  in  the  NJCAA  rankings. 


Athletes  of 


the  Issue 


Roy  Benavides 


Benavides  has  been  dominating,  flat  out 
awesome  this  year.  Benavides  has  a record 
of  3-2  with  an  ERA  of  1 .76.  His  ERA  is  the 
second  best  on  the  team.  Not  bad  for  this  busi- 
ness majorform  Bolingbrook  High  School. 


Vince  Rizzi 

This  freshman  hurler  from  T.F.  South  had 
an  equally  impressive  feat.  On  March  26  in 
the  second  game  versus  Highland.  He  threw 
a one-hitter  in  the  victory.  He  struck  out  1 0 and 
walked  3. 


The  Blazer's  current  ad 
manager  will  be  leaving 
soon  and  a replacement  is 
needed  ASAP  to  start 
training.  This  is  a paid 
position.  For  further 
information  contact  Bob 
Marcink  at  280-2607  or 
at  rmarcink@jjc.edu 
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Tornado  questions  safety  policies 


A collapsed  garage  stands  in  front  of  a damaged  apartment  buidling  as  two  examples  of  the  destruction  caused  by  the  tornado  that 
hit  parts  of  Joliet  on  Tuesday.  April  20.  Photo  by  Brian  Delaney 


By  Brian  Delaney 

The  JJC  campus  community  re- 
cently had  a close  call  with  disaster 
during  the  tornado  outbreaks  on  Tues- 
day, April  20.  Although  no  damage  was 
reported  on  campus.  Will  County  was 
officially  declared  a disaster  zone  due 
to  the  200-plus  homes  damaged  in 
Joliet. 

The  multiple  tornadoes  that 
passed  through  the  area  gave  JJC  a 
rude  awakening  to  a few  faults  that  lie 
within  their  emergency  warning  sys- 

According  to  JJC  Police  Chief  Pe- 
ter Comanda,  several  people  on  cam- 
pus complained  about  the  public  ad- 
dress announcement  on  the  main  cam- 
pus. 

Some  individuals  heard  part  of  the 
announcement,  misunderstood  the 
message,  or  in  some  cases,  did  not  even 
hear  it  at  all. 

Jon  Solita,  a student  taking  a Tues- 
day night  biology  class  in  D-Building, 
said  he  was  completely  unaware  of  the 
severe  weather  that  had  passed 
through. 

"I  never  heard  any  of  the  an- 
nouncements or  even  knew  a tornado 
was  coming,”  said  Solita. 

Comanda  stated  that  some  people 
claimed  to  have  heard  an  announce- 
ment instructing  them  to  go  to  the  caf- 
eteria. In  fact,  the  announcement  stated 
specifically  to  not  go  to  the  cafeteria. 

He  added  that  certain  areas  should 
be  avoided  while  others  are  safe  zones. 

"Lower  levels  of  buildings,  away 
from  glass — preferably  in  a bathroom 


or  inner  hallway  with  no  windows  are 
the  ideal  areas  to  seek  shelter  in,"  said 
Comanda. 

He  also  said  that  during  a tornado 
or  other  such  severe  weather,  it  is  criti- 
cal for  tho.se  within  JJC  to  cooperate 
with  emergency  personal,  listen  care- 
fully to  announcements  and  know  the 
safe  areas  in  advance. 

Dr.  Alan  Hardersen,  vice  president 
of  student  services,  said  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  amount  of  students  disre- 
garding the  warnings  from  JJC  police 


and  faculty.  Many  were  seen  stand- 
ing by  the  glass  windows  gawking  at 
the  approaching  storm. 

“People  didn’t  follow  directions 
that  they  should  have,”  said 
Hardersen. 

The  P.A.  announcement  for  se- 
vere weather  is  presently  being  rede- 
veloped so  that  the  instructions  will 
be  absolutely  clear  in  the  future. 

Comanda  is  working  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Edward  Vasil,  the  environ- 
mental. health  and  safety  manager  for 


JJC,  to  revamp  the  current  policy  in  deal- 
ing with  disaster  preparedness.  They 
are  currently  in  the  process  of  review- 
ing the  disaster  and  evacuation  plans 
for  JJC. 

The  current  warning  alarm  in- 
volves three  short  hom  blasts  followed 
by  an  announcement  on  the  P.A.  speak- 
ers. The  alarm  procedures  are  also  be- 
ing evaluated  and  could  possibly 
change  if  deemed  necessary. 

Although  the  alarm  systems  arc 
tested  on  annual  basis,  Comanda  said 


that  the  P.A.  system  was  recently 
tested  campus-wide,  ensuring  that  it 
could  be  heard  in  every  area. 

There  is  no  alarm  or  siren  in  the  T- 
Boilding  however,  so  plans  are  under- 
way to  establish  the  proper  system  to 
warn  the  entire  campus  in  the  event  of 
severe  weather, 

A recent  review  showed  that 
emergency  escape  route  maps  are  not 
available  in  15  classrooms  due  to  vari- 
ous reasons,  but  soon  all  will  be  re- 
placed. 

Another  part  of  the  disaster  plan 
is  the  designation  of  safe  zones  dur- 
ing severe  weather.  Comanda  said 
these  areas  would  be  places  that  arc 
easily  accessible  at  all  times. 

These  sheltered  areas  will  have 
brightly  colored  signs  permanently  in- 
stalled, so  that  passers-by  can  always 
identify  their  location  and  know  where 
to  go. 

Comanda  also  mentioned  that  all 
stairwells  within  the  campus  would  be 
clearly  labeled  to  assist  emergency  re- 
sponders in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 
This  was  found  to  be  necessary  fol- 
lowing the  recent  Chicago  high-rise  ftre 
in  which  individuals  were  trapped  and 
perished  in  unknown  stairwells. 

Additionally,  emergency  proce- 
dures flip  books  will  be  posted  in  com- 
mon areas  to  help  provide  necessary 
information. 

Those  wishing  to  learn  more 
about  JJC's  emergency  plan  should 
contact  Comanda  at  the  JJC  Police  sta- 
tion at  280-2234  orEdward  Vasil  at  DCs 
physical  plant,  at  729-9020exl.  2384. 


New  student  trustee  takes  office 


JJC  student  newspaper  wins 
awards  at  journalism  conference 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

After  online  voting  which  took 
place  April  6 and  7,  Sadia  Kazimi  was 
announced  the  winner  of  the  student 
trustee  election. 

She  won  with  59%  of  the  vote, 
while  opposing  candidate  Ashley  Wells 
received  36%  and  the  remaining  votes 
went  to  6 write-in  candidates  A total 
of  1 17  votes  were  cast. 

Kazimi  took  office  on  April  15.  She 
is  in  her  second  year  at  JJC,  and  is  ma- 
joring in  Pre-Medicine. 

“I  believe  that  being  a student 
trustee  means  that  I’m  here  for  the  stu- 
dents," said  Kazimi. 

She  believes  her  role  as  student 
trustee  is  not  relegated  to  the  arena  of 
the  board  meetings,  although  that  is 
one  aspect  of  it. 

“Be  it  speaking  to  the  trustees 


against  raising  tuition,  or  helping  a stu- 
dent receive  fair  treatment  from  a pro- 
fessor, there  are  many  ways  that  I will 
try  to  work  for  the  students,"  said 
Kazimi. 

Originally  from  Pakistan,  shecame 
to  the  United  States  two  years  ago. 

Although  Kazimi  admits  that  she 
has  very  little  free  time,  she  says  that 
she  likes  to  sleep  or  eat  out. 

"I  love  to  try  diverse  food,"  she 

said. 

The  rest  of  the  time,  "Either  I’m 
working,  doing  homework,  attending  a 
club  meeting,  shopping  for  household 
utilities  or  praying.” 

She  encourages  her  fellow  stu- 
dents to  get  involved  in  what  is  going 
on  around  campus. 

“All  you  need  to  do  is  look  for 
opportunities."  she  said. 


By  Brian  Delaney 

Joliet  Junior  College’s  student 
newspaper,  the  Blazer,  recently  re- 
ceived second  place  at  the  annual  fall 
conference  at  the  Illinois  Community 
College  Journalism  Association,  held 
on  April  15  and  16  at  Wilbur  Wright 
College  in  Chicago. 

The  Blazer,  a tri-weekly  paper,  also 
won  several  individual  awards  includ- 
ing three  first-place  awards,  one  sec- 
ond-place award,  two  third-place 
awards  and  one  honorable  mention. 
The  contest  included  12  individual 
categories,  in  addition  to  Overall  Ex- 
cellence. The  contest  was  judged  by 
professional  journalists  and  members 
of  the  Eastern  Illinois  University  Jour- 
nalism Department. 

Blazer  contest  winners  include  the 
following: 

First  Place  News,  Kevin  Milligan, 
Joliet,  and  Jim  Allocco.  Crest  Hill,  “Cam- 
pus community  strives  to  reach  ‘Com- 
mon’ ground” 

Second  Place  News.  Brian 
Delaney,  Peotone,  "Graffiti  targets 
campus  minorities" 

First  Place  Computer  Graphics. 
Delaney 

First  Place  F’eatures,  Milligan, 
"Bookstores  battle  to  stay  competi- 

Third  Place  Arts  Coverage,  Rose 
Lewis.  Kinsman,  and  Matt  Sheehan. 
Lockport,  “Editors... predict  Oscar 
winners” 

Third  Place  Editorial.  Lewis, 
“Why  can't  we  all  just  get  along-7” 

Third  Place  Single  Photo, 
Milligan 


Honorable  Mention  Sports 
News,  Jessica  Harvey.  Minooka 

As  a staff,  the  Blazer  earned  sec- 
ond place  in  overall  excellence,  in  the 
tri-weekly  and  monthly  category.  The 
Valley  Forge  of  Rock  Valley  College 
took  home  First  Place  This  category  is 
determined  by  judges  critiquing  three 
newspapers  that  were  submitted  by 
each  college.  Fifteen  schools  entered 
the  contest  in  the  tri-weekly/monthly 
category. 

In  the  bi-weekly/weekly  category, 
The  Courier  of  the  College  of  Dupage 
took  home  first  place,  followed  by  the 
Glacier  of  Moraine  Valley  Community 
College.  Four  schools  were  entered  in 


the  bi-weekly/weckly  category. 

2 1 colleges  belong  to  the  ICCJA, 
which  is  an  association  for  college 
newspapers  in  Illinois.  19  schools  par- 
ticipated in  this  years  contest. 
The  workshops  at  the  conference  in- 
cluded Chicago  area  professionals  in- 
cluding: Terry  Armour.  Entertainment 
Reporter,  Chicago  Tribune,  Jeff  Britt, 
Copy  Editor,  Chicago  Sun  Times.  Burl 
Levy,  Director  of  Major  Accounts,  Chi- 
cago Sun  times. 

Keynote  speakers  at  the  confer- 
ence included  John  While,  Pulitzer 
prize  photographer  from  Chicago  Sun 
Times  and  Eric  Zom,  columnist  from 
the  Chicago  Tribune. 


Human  Resources  employee  passes  away 

Last  month  Human  Resources  employee  Johanna  Stworzy janck  passed 
away.  Funeral  services  were  held  Tuesday.  April  20.  at  St.  Mary’s  Nativity 
Church  on  Broadway  and  Tezak  Funeral  Home. 

Condolences  can  be  sent  to: 

Robert.  Jcuna.  Nicole  Stworzyjanek 
1511  North  May  Street 
Joliet  IL  60435* 

Student  passes  away  during  Spring  Break 

Katie  Lynne  Chilcutl  passed  away  during  Spring  Break  from  injuries 
sustained  in  an  auto  accident  on  Feb.  9.  Services  took  place  on  April  14. 

Donations  can  be  made  to: 

American  Diabetes  Association 
Attn-  Memorial  Program  Call  Center 
P.O.Box  2680 
Canton.  OH  44720 


Sealed  from  left:  Nose  Lewis,  Trista  Pennington.  Sarah  Wozniak  and  reclining, 

Amanda  Stojko.  Standing  from  left : adviser  Boh  Marcink,  Adam  Fox,  Jim  Allocco,  and 
Matt  Sheehan  Not  pictured:  Brian  Delaney  and  Colleen  Harvey. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 


End  of  the  year  musings 

This  is  it.  We’ve  reached  the  end  of  die  school  year.  Some  of 
us  will  be  back  next  year,  others  will  be  moving  on  to  other  pur- 
suits. And  there  are  probably  a few  of  us  who  don’t  really  know 
what  we’re  doing.  But  no  matter  your  situation,  this  is  a good  time 
to  reflect  on  the  past  year  and  think  about  lessons  learned,  ac- 
complishments, failures  and  memories  that  will  stay  with  you  for- 
ever. 

The  Blazer  editors  are  moving  on  after  this  semester,  so  this 
is  our  last  chance  to  dispense  advice,  opinions  and  thanks  to  you, 
our  readers.  (Don't  say  we  didn’t  want  you.) 

When  we  first  arrived  at  JJC.  the  list  of  required  classes  may 
have  seemed  daunting.  Maybe  you  can  remember  wishing  that 
you  didn’t  have  to  lake  those  math  and  science  classes,  and  won- 
dering why  certain  classes  were  mandatory  even  though  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  field  you  would  major  in.  Yet  looking 
back,  we  probably  benefited  even  from  those  courses  that  we 
dreaded  the  most. 

Those  math  and  science  classes  reinforced  analytical  think- 
ing skills  and  helped  us  to  challenge  ourselves  and  broaden  our 
horizons.  We  may  not  need  to  know  the  quadratic  formula  to  sur- 
vive in  tliis  world,  but  by  learning  to  build  up  a body  of  knowledge 
principle  by  principle  we  are  better  enabled  to  process  new  infor- 
mation in  other  areas  as  well. 

If  you’re  returning  to  JJC  next  year,  make  sure  you  get  in- 
volved in  extracurricular  activities.  Join  a club,  participate  in  stu- 
dent government,  attend  school  plays  and  concerts,  work  for  the 
Blazer!  Visit  the  library  and  go  to  school  sporting  events.  These 
activities  will  enrich  your  college  experience,  allowing  you  to  work 
with  other  students  and  faculty  and  to  discover  skills  and  interests 
you  never  knew  you  had. 

There’s  more  to  college  life  than  attending  classes  and  doing 
homework,  and  if  you  manage  to  graduate  or  transfer  to  another 
school  without  experiencing  the  rest  of  campus  life,  you  should 
consider  yourself  cheated  and  deprived  of  many  good  times. 

Take  time  to  talk  to  people  you  don’t  know.  Thank  the  jani- 
tors, campus  police  and  food  service  staff  for  their  hard  work. 
Gel  lo  know  ycmr  teachers  and  feUow  students. 

No  matter  ivliut  each  of  your  paths  through  life  will  be.  we  nil 
walked  this  path  through  JJC  together.  Thank  you  for  reading  and 
good  luck  in  the  future! 
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Blazer  adviser  offers  parting  words 


The  robins  are  frozen  to  my  car 
hood,  so  it  must  be  spring  in  Joliet- 
land.  To  the  Blazer  staff  that  means 
only  one  thing — they  have  finished 
the  10"‘  and  final  edition  of  the  Blazer 
for  the  school  year  and  are  ready  to 
embark  on  a summer  of  R&R. 

This  marks  the  seventh  spring 
that  I have  been  asked  to  lake  a look 
back  at  a staff  and  a year  of  the  Blazer. 
And  it  marks  the  seventh  spring  that  I 
have  found  that  words  are  inadequate 
for  the  task — at  least  the  words  in  my 
arsenal.  But  once  again  I will  try  to  do 
the  staff  justice,  even  though  1 realize 
the  futility  of  my  endeavor. 

Anyone  who  advises  a club  or 
coaches  a team  will  tell  you  that  he 
comes  to  think  of  his  students/play- 
ers  as  part  of  his  family.  It’s  trite  but 
true.  When  you  spend  nine  months 
with  a group  of  students,  you  develop 
bonds  that  a simple  flip  of  a calendar 
month  cannot  break. 

I am  no  different.  I look  upon  each 
group  that  passes  through  the  Blazer 
office  as  another  branch  in  my  ever- 
expanding  family.  Like  all  families,  we 
aren’t  perfect.  We  sometimes  have 
troubled  sons  and  daughters,  goofy 
cousins,  and  weird  uncles  no  one  can 


quite  figure  out.  But  we  are  family,  and 
we  rally  as  one  when  a crisis  hits — and 
in  the  newspaper  business,  that’s 
about  10  times  a day. 

That  brings  me  to  this  year’s  staff. 
Faced  with  tough  stories  to  write,  they 
wrote  them  well.  Faced  with  criticism 
about  their  failures,  they  stood  tall  and 
corrected  them.  Faced  with  the  loss  of 
key  staff  members  and  writers  halfway 
through  the  year,  they  regrouped  and 
found  new  writers  and  editors  to  fill  in 
the  spots.  They  never  lost  sight  of  their 
task,  which  was  to  do  their  best  to  keep 
the  JJC  public  informed.  In  short,  this 
staff  approached  their  jobs  in  a profes- 
sional way.  As  an  adviser,  I cannot  ask 
for  more  than  that.  I am  proud  to  be 
associated  with  them. 

But  this  staff  is  more  than  just 
news  and  sports,  editorials  and  col- 
umns, reviews  and  commentaries.  They 
arc  a staff  in  the  truest  form  of  the  word. 
On  any  given  day  you  can  step  into 
the  Blazer  office  and  witness  the  bonds 
that  have  developed  among  this  small 
group  of  students  who  met,  for  the  most 
part,  only  nine  months  ago.  They  laugh 
with  each  other  and  at  each  other.  They 
take  digs  at  each  other  and  respond  in 
kind.  In  short,  they  don’t  hold  anything 


back.  That,  in  one  way,  makes  them 
closer  than  most  families. 

Each  fall  we  start  again.  New  edi- 
tors are  hired,  new  writers  are  recruited 
and  new  photographers  and  advertis- 
ing people  are  selected.  Some  are  paid 
and  some  are  not.  Some  stay  with  the 
newspaper  for  the  year,  and  others  fade 
away,  oftentimes  finding  other  activi- 
ties on  campus  that  interest  them  more. 
But  every  year  a group  of  students 
grabs  hold  of  the  Blazer,  takes  owner- 
ship of  it,  nurtures  it  and  lives  it  for 
nine  months.  And  they  are  the  ones 
who  keep  us  informed  about  our  cam- 
pus and  the  people  who  populate  it. 

And  every  year  I sit  at  my  desk 
one  spring  afternoon  and  try  to  tell  you 
what  they  and  their  work  have  meant 
to  me.  And  every  year  I fail. 

So  let  me  try  one  more  time.  I have 
been  lucky  to  work  with  a lot  of  great 
students  and  staffs  during  these  past 
seven  years,  but  never  have  I worked 
with  a better  staff  or  a better  bunch  of 
young  adults.  They  have  made  my  year 
more  enjoyable  and  rewarding  than 
they  know,  and  I will  miss  them  all. 

--  Bob  Marcink 


LETTER  POLICY 

The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter  and 
sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  space 
and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping  them  off  at 
the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  6043 1 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 
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Question  of  the  Issue 

What  is  your  fondest  memory  of  JJC? 


“ Watching  students  go  across  the  stage  at  commencement. " 

- Dr.  Alan  Hardersen 


“ Going  to  Iowa  with  Tom  Swietzerat  the  Zales  home  tor 
psychodrama.  I love  Toml" 


- Gillyann  Murphy,  Sophomore,  Biology 

Photos  and  copy  by  Adam  Fox  and  Jim  Allocco 


“Bob  Marc  ink." 

- Andrew  Hrubec,  sophomore,  Journalism 


" Getting  this  picture  taken  and  meeting  new  people. " 

— Kristen  Vescovl,  freshman.  Education 


“May  12  and  I'm  out  of  here!" 

- Jake  Duncan,  freshman,  Criminal  Justice 


"My  weapons  safety  speech. " 

- Alberto  Sunday,  freshman,  Nursing 


Center 

EPRODUCTTVE 

,^-JuVffEALTH 


Joliet 


1 


<Eqq  (DONOGtf  NE<EdyE(D 


THE  CENTER.  FOR.  REPRODUCTIVE  HEALTH 
IS  LOOKING  FOR.  WOMEN  WHO  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  GIVING  THE 

“GIFT  OF  LIFE” 

TO  PATIENTS  EXPERIENCING  INFERTILITY 


IF  YOU  ARE  A WOMAN  WHO: 

9 IS  BETWEEN  THE  AGES  OF  21-32  YEARS  OLD? 

9 IS  A NON-SMOKER  ? 

9 HAS  REGULAR  MENSES  ? 

YOU  MAY  BE  ELIGIBLE  TO  BE  COMPENSATED  FOR  YOUR  GIFT. 


YOU  MAY  CONTACT  US  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  BY: 

PHONE:  MS.  RONA  HUNTER,  RN  © 

1 -630-262-9980 
OR 

EMAIL:  CRHJOLIET@ATTGLOBAL.NET 


Center  lor  Reproductive  Health  SC 
Joliet  IVF,  LLC 


2*246  WeterRR  1703 South  St,  St*  D 

CiwtHilLIL  60435  Gen*m»,IL  60134 

815-725-4161  630-262-9980 


undergraduate  programs 

Earn  or  complete  your 
bachelor's  degree 

Jump-start  your  career  with 
day  or  evening  classes 

Apply  online  (application  fee 
waived)  at  wvAvaurora.edu 


• Learn  about  our  competitive 
scholarships 

Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 


r 

I Aurora 
University 

347  S.  Gladstone  Ave. 
Aurora.  Illinois  60506-4892 
wsvw.aurora.edu 


www.crhlvf.r 
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PTK 

induction 

ceremony 

By  Karen  Raff 

On  Wed.,  April  21  at  7 p.m.,  JJC's 
Phi  Theta  Kappa  Alpha  Lambda  Phi 
Chapter  held  their  annual  induction 
ceremony  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa,  or  PTK,  is  the 
international  honor  society  for  two- 
year  colleges.  JJC  is  one  of  1200  col- 
lege campuses  around  the  world  with 
a PTK  chapter. 

Chapter  president  at  JJC  Kevin 
Gordon  says  that  this  ceremony  is  "a 
gift  back  to  the  PTK  inductees  to  show 
what  a good  job  they  have  done." 

To  be  a member  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  a student  must  have  at  least  6 
community  service  hours:  Four  must 
be  in  school  and  two  must  be  outside 
of  school. 

Members  are  also  required  to  at- 
tend at  least  one  PTK  meeting  per  se- 
mester. The  ceremony  was  a way  to 
show  the  inductee  that  all  hard  work 
pays  off  in  the  end. 

The  ceremony  started  with  a wel- 
come speech  from  PTK  co-advisor 
Marilyn  Bcrrill. 

Next,  retiring  co-advisor  Tammy 
Miller  gave  the  keynote  address.  Miller, 
a member  of  PTK  as  a JJC  student,  gave 
the  inductees  words  of  advice  and  en- 
couragement in  her  speech.  She  en- 
couraged the  PTK  inductees  to  do  their 
best.  She  challenged  them  not  only  to 
he  good  students,  but  to  give  back  to 
their  community  also.  Next  the  symbols 
of  initiation  were  taken  out  and  ex- 
plained to  the  inductees. 

After  the  symbols  were  explained, 
JJC  President  J.D  Ross  administered 
tlie  PTK  oath  which  all  inductees  re- 
peated. Then,  one  by  one  came  on 
stage,  received  a while  rose  and  signed 
the  official  PTK  initiation  book. 

After  this  each  member  received  a 
candle  and  shook  J.D  Ross's  hand. 
After  each  inductee  had  signed  the 
book  and  received  a candle,  the  candles 
were  lit. 

With  candles  lit,  Denise  Orf  sang 
the  Phi  Theta  Kappa  official  song.  Af- 
ter the  song  the  inductees  sat  down. 
Retiring  PTK  president  Bonnie  Major 
took  the  podium,  giving  the  PTK 
president's  report  and  initiating  the  new 
PTK  officers  for  the  2004-2005  year. 

PTK  welcomed  new  president 
Kevin  Gordon,  new  vice  president 
Penelope  Eller,  secretary  Bernice 
Anderson,  public  relations  coordina- 
tor Carolyn  Rock,  CCC  representative 
Markus  Hagmann  and  service  hours 
representative  Pamela  Lcmbke. 

After  the  new  officers  were  in- 
ducted, a few  awards  were  given  out. 
A plaque  was  given  to  retiring  presi- 
dent Bonnie  Major  and  retiring  co-ad- 
visor Tammy  Miller.  The  Patrick  Asher 
PTK  scholarship  of  $250  was  given  to 
Markus  Hagmann  and  Jason  Thomas. 

To  be  a PTK  member  one  must 
have  at  least  a 3.6  grade  point  average 
and  at  least  20  credit  hours. 

For  a one-time  initiation  fee  of  $50, 
a PTK  member  has  access  to  over  $33 
million  worth  of  scholarships  available 
only  to  PTK  members,  plus  a special 
honors  stole  and  tassel  at  graduation. 

Inducted  members  become  part  of 
an  international  community  of  over  1 .2 
million  members  around  the  world.  This 
honor  will  follow  them  on  college  tran- 
scripts and  job  applications. 

As  President  Kevin  Gordon  says, 
"Getting  involved  with  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  is  more  than  paying  a $50  dollar 
fee;  it  is  becoming  a member  for  life." 


POLICE 
REPORTS 

03-10  Theft  front  motor  vehicle.  Per- 
sonal items  were  reported  missing 
from  a vehicle  parked  in  East  Lot  1 . 

03-13  Theft  over  $300.  A bank  bag 
was  reported  stolen  out  of  a desk  in 
office  K- 1002. 


03-24  Arrest.  Daron  A.  Drake.  19, 
Joliet,  was  arrested  in  the  F-Building 
concourse  on  an  in-slate  warrant  for 
failing  to  appear  in  court.  He  was  un- 
able to  post  bond  and  was  transported 
to  the  Will  County  Adult  Detention 
Facility. 

03-24  Assist  other  agency.  Several  ve- 
hicles were  reported  drag  racing  on 
Olympic  Blvd.  near  the  main  campus. 
JJCPD  alerted  Joliet  PD  and  notified  the 
remaining  suspected  vehicles  to  leave. 


03- 30  Medical  assist  / assist  other 
agency.  An  ambulance  was  dispatched 
to  Centennial  Commons  for  a person 
having  seizures. 

04- 01  Animal  bite.  Two  students  in  V- 
1030  were  bit  by  dogs  cared  for  by  Vet 
Tech.  No  medical  attention  was  re- 
ceived. 

04-03  Criminal  defacement  of  prop- 
erty. A large  happy  face  was  drawn  on 
the  south  wall  of  room  J-20 1 0 


03-20  Arrest.  Brian  C. 
Bettenhausen,  23,  Joliet,  was  ar- 
rested in  East  Lot  3 on  a warrant  for 
failing  to  appear  in  court.  He  was  re- 
leased on  a $500  bond. 

03-24  Theft  under  $300.  Library 
books  were  reported  stolen  from  the 
first  floor  men's  bathroom  in  J-Build- 
ing. 


03-25  Assist  other  agency.  JJCPD  as- 
sisted Joliet  PD  at  a battery  call  re- 
ported at  Centennial  Commons. 

03-27  Assist  business.  Cannabis 
seeds  were  discovered  at  Centennial 
Commons. 

03-29  Power  outage.  A student  trapped 
in  an  elevator  during  a power  outage 
required  assistance. 


04-07  Medical  assist.  An  injury  was 
reported  in  the  JJC  machine  shop,  C- 
1005.  A student  cut  their  finger;  no 
ambulance  necessary. 

04-08  Assist  other  agency.  Joliet  PD 
requested  assistance  from  JJCPD  while 
taking  a subject  into  custody  at  Cen- 
tennial Commons. 


04-13  Arrest.  Joseph  P.  Cook  III, 
2 1 , Joliet,  was  arrested  in  East  Lot  3 
for  possession  of  cannabis  and  drug 
paraphernalia.  He  posted  $100  bond 


04-14  Criminal  damage  to  property. 
A toilet  paper  dispenser  was  re- 
ported stolen  from  the  second  floor 
men's  bathroom  in  the  C-Building. 

04-19  Theft  under  $300.  It  was  re- 
ported that  $90  was  stolen  from  a 
desk  drawer  that  had  been  pried 
open. 

04-20  Theft  under  $300.  It  was  re- 
ported that  $200  and  a CD-RW  data 
disk  was  stolen  from  a desk  drawer. 

04-21  Arrest.  John  A.  Vance,  19, 
Joliet,  was  arrested  in  North  Lot  2 
for  possession  of  cannabis  and  drug 
paraphernalia.  He  was  released  on 
a $2000  I Bond  and  was  assigned  a 
court  date. 


I -800-GO-GUARD  EXT.  I 95  • www.  I -800-GO-GUARD. 


FRte - 


Nothing  rocks  a party 
like  the  freedom  to  have  it. 

When  you  serve  In  the  Army  National  Guard,  you 
spend  part  of  the  time  protecting  your  freedom,  and 
part  of  the  time  enjoying  it.  Most  Guard  members 
train  part-time,  one  weekend  a month  and  two  weeks 
a year,  so  that  they  are  ready  should  they  be  needed. 
They  also  earn  money  for  college, 
develop  leadership  skills  and  get 
career  training. 

Freedom  is  sacred. 

Protect  it.  Enjoy  it. 


^NATIONAL 

Uguard 


YOU  CAN 


May  5,  2004 


NEWS 


page 


5 


JJC  students  travel  to  Cuba 
for  unique  learning  experience 


By  Rocio  Zumudio 

Joliet  Junior  College  and  Dr.  Berta 
Isabel  Arias,  foreign  language  profes- 
sor, will  be  hosting  The  Culture  and 
Civilization  of  Cuba  that  will  take  place 
this  summer,  June  11-19. 

This  is  the  first  time  JJC  students 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  travel  to 
the  island  and  experience  Cuba  through 
its  rich  culture,  history,  music,  art  and 
literature. 

Since  United  States  citizens  are 
not  permitted  to  go  to  Cuba  as  tour- 
ists, JJC  obtained  a special  student  per- 
mit that  applies  to  colleges  and  univer- 
sities. 

Arias  and  JJC  are  working  in  hand 
with  Global  Education,  who  is  arrang- 
ing all  the  agenda  once  students  arrive 
to  Cuba. 

"It  is  extremely  difficult  to  obtain 
the  permit  necessary  to  go  to  Cuba,” 
Arias  said.  “From  what  I read  in  the 
newspapers,  it  is  getting  more  difficult 
every  day.” 

The  U.S.  Treasury  Department 
provided  the  student  permit  to  JJC  un- 


der Arias’  name  as  the  director  of  the 
program  to  carry  out  the  Civilization 
and  Culture  of  Cuba,  which  is  listed  in 
the  catalog  as  LANG  299  section  54. 

While  some  people  may  exclude 
Cuba  from  their  travel  list  because  of 
the  political  status  of  the  country. 
Arias  believes  there  are  many  aspects 
of  Cuba  that  make  it  worth  visiting. 

“Cuba  is  a very  interesting  place 
to  go  because  of  its  complex  political 
position,”  Arias  said. 

She  continued  by  saying  that 
Cuba  is  a country  rich  in  culture,  his- 
tory and  geography. 

The  program  will  allow  students 
to  mingle  with  the  Cuban  people  to 
achieve  a better  understanding  of  the 
current  political  and  socio-economic 
situation. 

A series  of  site  visits  to  Cuba’s 
social,  health,  cultural,  educational  and 
economic  centers  will  be  presented 
during  the  weeklong  trip. 

JJC  students  will  depart  from  Chi- 
cago to  Havana  via  Cancun. 

When  they  first  arrive  in  Havana, 


they  will  have  the  opportunity  to  walk 
downtown  for  a short  orientation. 

Following  this  first  encounter  with 
the  foreign  country,  students  will  be 
heading  to  many  historical  and  cultural 
stops  and  even  have  lunch  where 
Hemingway  once  dined. 

JJC  students  will  also  be  visiting 
artists’  studios  in  downtown  Havana 
as  well  as  a family  doctor. 

Also,  as  part  of  the  program,  stu- 
dents will  visit  a famous  tobacco-grow- 
ing region  of  Vinales  Valley . 

The  beautiful  turquoise  waters  of 
the  Caribbean  will  be  in  full  display  for 
the  students'  admiration. 

"The  Athens  of  Cuba”  as  the  prov- 
ince of  Matanzas  is  known,  will  also  be 
a stop  on  the  agenda. 

Varadero  will  be  an  optional  relax- 
ation day,  giving  students  a chance  to 
go  to  the  Bay  of  Pigs,  visit  pre-historic 
murals,  enjoy  eco-tourism  or  try  some 
water  sports. 

Students  will  be  responsible  to 
work  on  their  private  investigation  for 
the  course’s  research  paper. 


The  program  fee  includes 
roundtrip  airfare,  bus  transfers  and  all 
excursions. 

They  will  be  provided  with  hotel 
accommodations  for  six  nights  in  Ha- 
vana in  four-star  hotels. 

The  program  also  includes  emer- 
gency medical  insurance  in  Havana  and 
the  Visa  to  enter  Cuba. 

“I’m  very  excited  for  the  trip  itself 
because  it  is  very  unusual  to  obtain  the 
license  and  because  there  we  will  be 
part  of  a very  selective  group  who  can 
say  they  will  travel  legally  to  Cuba,” 
said  Arias. 

Arias  confessed  that  she  was  pre- 
paring herself  emotionally  to  return  to 
her  birth  country  almost  for  the  first 
time,  since  she  was  very  young  when 
she  came  to  the  United  States. 

“I  will  have  a handkerchief  at  hand 
because  there  will  be  very  emotional 
moments,  especially  if  I have  a chance 
to  visit  cousins,  uncles  and  aunts  I have 
never  met,”  she  said. 

Arias  has  coordinated  study 
abroad  programs  for  15  years. 


Adult  Bachelor  Degree  Completion 
Concentration: 

• Management 


Call  Robert  Morris  College  Today! 


Robert  Morrn  Cofteg«  it  accredited  by  the  Higfver  foaming  Commitnon  and  it  a member  of  the  North  Central  Astociation 


(30  North  iaSo'le  5t»eef.  5uife  2*00,  Clncogo  feoii  60602,  13)2 1 263  0456) 


Complete  Your  Associate  Degree  at  Joliet  Junior  College. 

Stay  at  JJC  to  Earn  Your 
Bachelor’s  Degree  from  Robert  Morris  College 


NEWS 

BRIEFS 

Retirement  celebrations 

Anyone  who  would  like  to 
bid  furcwell  to  some  of  JJC’s  re- 
tiring staff  is  invited  to  the  up- 
coming retirement  celebrations,  A 
celebration  will  be  held  for  John 
Peterson,  Total  Fitness  Center 
Director,  on  Thurs.,  May  6,  from 
4-6  p.m.  in  the  cast  and  west 
wings  of  the  center.  Celebrations 
for  Barb  Peterson,  Early  Child- 
hood Center  director,  and  Maiy 
Dvorak,  Catering  supervisor,  will 
be  held  on  Friduy,  May  7.  from 
10:30  a.m.-  noon  at  the  back  of 
B-Building,  and  from  1-3  p.m.  in 
the  cafeteria,  respectively.  A re- 
ception will  be  held  for  Fine  Arts 
Chair  Jerry  Lewis,  in  honor  of  his 
33  years  of  service  and  his  retire- 
ment, on  Wed..  May  5,  from  1 1 :30 
a.m.  - 1 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  The- 
atre lobby. 

Spring  jazz  concert 

The  Fine  Arts  Department 
presents  its  annual  Spring  Jazz 
Concert  on  Fri.,  May  7,  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  theater.  The  concert 
will  feature  the  college's  jazz  band 
under  the  direction  of  Chuck 
Morgan,  Special  guests  include 
The  Joliet  Central  Big  Band  and 
Jerry  E.  Lewis,  retiring  Fine  Arts 
Department  chair,  on  trumpet.  Ad- 
mission is  $5  for  adults,  $4  for 
seniors,  non-JJC  students  and 
staff  and  $2  for  all  JJC  students. 
For  more  information,  call  ext. 
2223. 

Tunes  and  Tastes 

The  Juliet  Junior  College 
Chamber  Singers  presents  its  an- 
nual Tunes  and  Tastes  on  Sat., 
May  8,  at  7 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre.  They  will  perform  en- 
sembles under  the  direction  of 
Philip  Spencer  and  be  joined  by 
the  JJC  Jazz  Combo,  directed  by 
Chuck  Morgan.  Admission  is  $ 10 
and  includes  desserts  prepared 
by  the  Culinary  Arls  Department. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  Douglas 
F.  Oxborrow  Choral/Vocal  Schol- 
arship. For  reservations,  call  ext. 
2223  by  Wed.,  May  5. 

Commencement  ceremony 

The  college's  May  2004 
Commencement  Ceremony  will  be 
held  on  Fri.,  May  14.  at  7 p.m.  in 
the  A.A.  Wills  Gymnasium.  Ex- 
ecutive Director  of  the  Illinois 
Board  of  Higher  Education,  Dr. 
Daniel  J.  LaVisla,  will  be  the  key- 
note speaker.  Nursing  graduate 
and  combat  veteran  David 
Haycraft  will  serve  as  student 
speaker. 

Cornelius  receives  award 

Commander  Melvin 
Cornelius  of  the  JJC  Police  De- 
partment will  be  receiving  the 
Public  Safely  Executive  Leader- 
ship Award  from  the  Northwest- 
ern University  Center  for  Public 
Safety.  Cornelius  successfully 
completed  the  executive  man- 
agement training  course  and  was 
nominated  for  the  award  by  JJC 
Chief  of  Police,  Peter  Comanda. 
Northwestern  University  Center 
for  Public  Safety  will  be  hosting 
School  of  Police  Staff  and  Com- 
mand graduation  in  Skokie,  II. 
June  3. 
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New  start  program  gives  2004  Blazer  staff  reveal 
adult  students  another  chance  plans  for  next  year 


By  Kerri  Cochran 

Reluming  Joliet  Junior  College 
adult  students,  who  qualify,  have  an 
opportunity  to  get  a fresh  start  on  their 
academic  career  by  applying  for  the 
New  Start  program  that  JJC  offers. 

JJC  offers  a chance  for  returning 
adult  students  to  "forgive"  their  poor 
past  grades  so  they  have  a chance  to 
achieve  new  academic  goals.  They 
have  a chance  to  put  their  life  and  fu- 
ture in  a new  direction. 

Sandy  Baker  McKeon,  counselor 
at  JJC,  helps  students  get  a new  start 
on  their  academic  life  by  helping  out 
with  the  New  Start  program.  McKeon 
said  most  other  colleges  have  a new 
start  program,  JJC  was  just  a few  years 
behind. 

New  Start  allows  people  to  correct 
grades  that  “came  to  bile  you  in  the 
butt,"  McKeon  said.  Student  arc  al- 
lowed another  chance. 

"It  helps  people  who  deserve  a 
second  chance  get  one,"  she  said. 

Students  could  not  have  attended 
any  post-secondary  schools  in  the  36 
months  prior  to  enrollment. 

Students  must  earn  a least  12  JJC 
credit  hours,  at  100+  level  courses,  af- 
ter the  36  months  of  absence.  Student 
must  also  have  the  required  of  mini- 
mum 2.0  GPA,  to  complete  the  New  Start 
Application. 

"In  the  first  year,  200 1 -2002,  we  re- 
ceived  over  60  applications,"  said 
McKeon. 

The  grades  "forgiven"  will  remain 
on  your  record,  but  your  GPA  will  not 
include  these  grades. 

“AZ  will  appear  in  front  of  the  for- 
given grades  because  it  can’t  techni- 
cally be  deleted  from  your  permanent 


record,"  said  McKeon. 

Students  will  be  allowed  more 
room  for  motivation  in  achieving  their 
academic  goals  with  these  forgiven 
grades,  according  to  the  JJC  website. 
Baker  said  one  student,  who  had  poor 
grades  in  the  past,  came  back  30  years 
later  and  got  straight  A’s. 

The  New  Start  program  helps 
many  students  get  on  with  their  lives. 
McKeon  said  a commencement 
speaker  came  back  to  JJC  and  said  he 
wouldn’t  be  here  without  New  Start. 

Transcripts  will  show  how  the 
new  GPA  is  calculated  in  with  the  New 
Start  program.  Students  will  have  all 
grades  and  credits  forgiven  that  were 
earned  before  the  36-month  absence. 

Information  about  the  New  Start 
program  can  be  found  at  the  JJC 
website.  You  can  also  see  an  informa- 
tional guide  explaining  qualifications 
for  the  program.  You  then  take  a quiz, 
that  you  can  access  on  the  JJC  website, 
after  you  have  read  the  information  and 
qualifications  about  the  program.  It  is 
made  up  of  only  a few  problems. 

The  application  is  brief  and  con- 
tains a short  essay  with  a statement  of 
your  new  commitment  to  success  dur- 
ing the  process.  After  the  application 
is  completed,  it  can  be  returned  to  the 
Admissions  Office.  Once  the  applica- 
tion is  processed,  it  is  recommended 
to  make  an  appointment  with  a coun- 
selor. From  that  point,  new  educational 
plans  will  be  discussed  in  addition  to 
the  major. 

JJC's  website  declares  New  Start 
as  "a  new  beginning  for  returning 
adult." 

"I’m  real  happy  with  it."  said 
McKeon. 


To  save  you  stalkers  out  there 
some  time,  we’ve  compiled  detailed 
personal  information  on  the  current 
Blazer  staff  and  their  plans  for  next  year. 
Exclusively  in  the  Blazer,  the  people 
who  never  grant  interviews  reveal  their 
innermost  thoughts  and  feelings  for 
your  amusement  and  edification. 
What  are  your  pluns  for  next  year? 

Brian  Delaney:  Going  to  N1U  in 
the  fall,  majoring  in  journalism/  public 
relations  and  hoping  to  work  for  the 
Northern  Star  (student  newspaper)  as 
a news  reporter. 

Rose  Lewis:  I’ll  be  attending  North 
Central  College  in  Naperville,  pursuing 
a bachelor’s  degree  in  broadcast  com- 
munications and  minors  in  journalism 
and  philosophy. 

Trista  Pennington:  I’m  going  to 
Loyola  in  Chicago  for  Business  Mar- 
keting. 

Matt  Slieeltan:  Still  stuck  in  the 
bowels  of  the  Blazer  office. 

Amanda  Stofko:  I'll  be  sitting  in 
the  bowels  of  the  Blazer  office  with 
Matt  for  the  first  annual  Blazer  initia- 
tion ceremony. 

Sarah  Woutiak:  I am  moving  to 
Arizona  to  finish  my  bachelor’s  in  PR.  I 
will  be  going  to  Arizona  State. 

Colleen  Han’ey:  Pursuing  a de- 
gree in  broadcasting  in  my  second  year 
at  JJC. 

Adam  Fox:  Next  year  I’m  going  to 
NIU  to  get  a degree  in  journalism. 

Jim  Allocco:  I will  be  co-editor  of 
the  Blazer. 

What’s  your  favorite  memory? 

Brian:  Road  trips  with  Bob 
Marcink  and  working  with  the  JJC  po- 
lice department. 


Rose:  Witty  verbal  banter  with  the 
Blazer  staff  and  writers  and  actually 
getting  paid  to  have  so  many  good 

Trista:  What  I’ll  miss  the  most 
about  working  at  the  Blazer  will  be  the 
awesome  people  I had  a chance  to  meet 
and  get  to  know.  Thanks  guys,  you 
really  helped  make  this  a great  year! 

Matt:  Three  words:  Bob  playing 
Spiderman. 

Amaiula:  At  any  given  time,  hav- 
ing at  least  three  bags  of  pretzels  in 
here. 

Sarah:  Talking  to  people  as  they 
walk  by  the  Blazer  office  and  making 
fun  of  people. 

Colleen:  Being  superimposed  into 
the  Blazer  staff  picture. 

Adam:  Having  people  come  up  to 
me  and  say,  “You’re  the  guy  with  the 
huge  picture."  Or  "The  Sox  suck!" 

Jim:  ICCJA  Conference  and  meet- 
ing a girl  and  partying. 

Advice  for  future  Blazer  employees? 

Brian : Make  sure  you  always  have 
at  least  a 6 pack  of  beer  in  your  cooler 
under  your  desk. 

Rose:  Communicate  with  your  fel- 
low staff  and  don’t  be  afraid  to  have 
some  fun ! 

Matt:  I plead  the  fifth. 

Amanda:  Make  sure  you  turn 
things  in  on  time,  or  you’  11  have  to  deal 
with  the  wrath  of  the  editors  and  lay- 
out staff. 

Sarah:  Turn  your  story  in  on  time ! 

Colleen:  Make  better  memories! 

Adam:  You  will  never  be  as  good 
as  me,  but  then  again,  who  is? 

Jim:  Please  join  me  and  Andrew 
Hrubec  as  another  staff  member! 


Livin’  La  Vida  Allocco: 


Rate  your 
professors 
online 

By  Jim  Allocco 

With  registration  deadlines  on  the 
way,  a lot  of  students  may  be  having 
trouble  choosing  teachers. 

It’s  difficult  to  find  the  best  teach- 
ers of  each  subject  by  just  asking 
around.  So  for  students  that  believe  a 
teacher's  skills  and  personality  can 
make  or  break  a class,  there  is  some 
help  to  find  online: 
www.  ratemy professors  com 

Students  can  log  in  and  rate  their 
current  or  previous  teachers  and  then 
can  check  ratings  of  other  teachers  for 
the  next  semester.  The  teachers  can  be 
searched  by  name  or  by  subject. 

In  the  past  it  has  helped  me  to 
make  some  last  minute  decisions  of 
which  teachers  to  choose,  but  keep  in 
mind  everyone  has  a different  opinion. 

Some  of  my  teachers  have  gotten 
negative  reports  that  I haven’t  agreed 
with  and  vice-versa;  so  don't  treat  the 
site  like  a bible. 

“RateMyProfessors.com  is  a life- 
saver!"  declares  Adam  Fox’s  fictional 
character  Busta  White. 

“If  RateMyProfessors.com  were 
an  ice  cream  cone,  I would  eat  it!"  tri- 
umphs Dude  Hollowhom. 

Take  it  from  these  guys,  when  reg- 
istering for  classes  next  semester; 
www.ratemyprofessors.com  can  be  ex- 
tremely helpful  in  some  cases. 

So  let  your  opinion  be  heard  and 
don't  be  surprised  by  your  teachers 
when  you  begin  classes! 


Why  pay  more  for  used  J.J.C.  textbooks? 


Compare  our  prices  to  theirs  and  see  why  you  always  get  the 

RIGHT  BOOKS  for  the  RIGHT  JJC  CLASSES  tor  LESS  at 
JOLIET  TEXTBOOKS,  the  off-campus  book  store. 

We  also  have  a FREE  GIFT  for  you  just  for  coming  in. 
Want  to  SAVE  MONEY  on  books  for  Summer  1 , 2 & 3? 

See  us. 

Want  to  PAY  MORE? 

See  them. 


AE43360286B 

E5 


'Tcxl  book  prices  as  ot  0-1, '26/04 


Book  Title 

Their  Price 

Our  Price 

Accounting  101 

$57.95 

$45.00 

EET  108 

$77.35 

$69.99 

Psych  1 01 

$61.90 

$57.99 

GSD  100  Package 

$34.95 

$26.99 

^TEXTBOOKS 

1106  Houbolt  Road  • Joliet 
Across  The  Street  From  The  JJC  Main  Entrance 

815.773.1800 


Where  You  Can  Sell  Your  Used  Books,  Too. 


May  5,  2004 


READER  OPINION 


page 


7 


Learning  from,  reflecting  on  peace  rally 


The  JJC  Chamber. lingers  entertain  with  their  peaceful  sounds.  Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


By  Drew  Duzinskas 

It’s  been  about  a week  since  the 
peace  rally,  and  here  I sit  again,  pon- 
tificating from  my  small  space  of  peace 
within  the  friendly  confines  of  the  stu- 
dent government  office  on  the  virtues 
of  peace  to  all  you  true  believers  out 
there. 

Last  time  we  touched  base,  the 
peace  rally  planning  committee  was  in 
the  final  stages  of  preparation,  and  1 
focused  my  attention  on  our  slogan. 
Let  Peace  Begin  With  Me. 

Now  however,  I believe  it  is  ap- 
propriate to  begin  this  installment  by 
delving  into  our  theme,  “reflection  and 
activism.”  We  have  already  acted  on 
the  latter.  The  peace  rally  was  the 
penultimate  action — a true  coming  to- 
gether and  empowering  of  people,  lit- 
erally from  all  over  the  world.  But  ac- 
tion is  only  one  component  of  our  mes- 
sage, which  is  why  I feel  it  to  be  neces- 
sary to  reflect  on  what  actually  hap- 
pened a week  ago. 

Many  of  you  reading  this  may  not 
realize  just  how  much  work  was  put  into 
the  rally.  When  I say  that  the  entire 
event  was  a coming  together  of 
people — that  is  no  understatement. 


Rally. 


From  the  Philippines  to  Peotone,  indi- 
viduals stepped  outside  their  normal 
routine  to  share  their  time  and  re- 
sources with  a cause  that  they  found 
worthy  of  their  attention,  and  pour 
themselves  into  a vision  that  was  above 
all,  shared. 

In  fact,  the  entire  event  was  a 
shared  experience,  more  than  just  a 
rally.  That  therein  lies  the  true  beauty 
of  what  was  accomplished.  Every  t- 
shirt  that  was  dispensed,  every  crane 
that  was  hung,  every  piece  of  fruit 
shared  by  those  attended  contained 
the  sweat  blood  and  tears  of  the  people 
that  pitched  in. 

Many  people  gave  the  rally  a cur- 
sory glance  in  transit  to  their  classes 
without  realizing  what  was  really  go- 
ing on.  Some  stopped  to  make  a dona- 
tion or  get  a t-shirt.  Others  visited  to 
enjoy  some  food  or  to  admire  the  tie- 
dye  collage. 


A few  people  realized  that  for  two 
hours,  the  efforts  of  more  people  than 
I could  name  in  this  article  were  vali- 
dated by  the  successful  completion  of 
an  event  that  was  well  organized,  pro- 
fessional, and  above  all  FUN  for  all 
those  that  chose  to  become  involved. 

In  that  time,  all  the  hours — many 
over  spring  break — spent  making  t- 
shirts,  writing  grants,  folding  birds,  cre- 
ating decorations,  soliciting  donations 
and  just  plain  running  around  were  re- 
warded by  a superior  product  created 
with  the  more  than  capable  hands  of 
all  those  peace  mongers  that  spent 
their  time  conceiving  it. 

I personally  felt  that  the  theme 
song  for  the  rally  was  "For  What  It’s 
Worth"  by  Buffalo  Springfield,  because 
aside  from  the  obvious  parallels  to  the 
peace  movement  of  the  1960’s,  for  what 
it  was  worth,  the  rally  really  was  a good 


Behind  what  some  might  of  felt 
was  the  clicfi^d  facade  of  peace  love 
and  unity,  was  a true  mobilization  of 
students,  faculty,  staff  and  the  admin- 
istration of  the  school.  All  worked  to- 
wards a common  goal,  which  in  itself  is 
quite  an  achievement  at  such  a tran- 
sient institution. 

In  all  my  time  here  at  JJC,  1 can 
honestly  say  that  I have  never  seen  a 
cause  be  so  supported  with  so  many 
hands  willing  to  carry  the  load.  We  may 
not  have  been  able  to  change  the  world 
in  two  hours,  but  dagnabbit,  we  made 
a dent.  If  only  the  small  but  steadily 
growing  number  of  students  that  are 
now  taking  time  to  reflect  on  their  com- 
munities and  themselves  can  act  in  an 
effort  to  contribute  to  the  development 
of  both. 

If  you  look  hard  enough,  you  can 
sec  the  effects  *m  subtle  and  simple 
ways  nil  over  the  school.  Students  are 


wearing  tie-dyed  t-shirts  from  this  year 
and  last  year.  Many  students  who  were 
involved  in  the  rally  are  becoming  more 
active  in  the  school. 

Then  might  wonder  if  a peace  rally 
can  be  thrown  so  well,  what  can  they 
be  empowered  by  the  school  to  do? 
All  the  remnants  of  this  years  rally  arc 
being  stored  away  for  safe  keeping  by 
what  is  left  of  the  committee  in  hopes 
of  rekindling  the  flames  of  peace  next 
year,  with  rumors  of  an  actual.  Peace 
Club  or  Coalition  being  established 
through  the  Collegiate  Club  Council  to 
add  even  more  legitimacy  and  focus  to 
the  cause. 

All  in  all,  the  peace  rally  was  what 
it  was:  a grassroots  group  effort  by  a 
school  and  it’s  students  working  to 
articulate  a message  to  other  students 
and  a community-  nothing  more,  noth- 
ing less. 

But  for  what  it  was  worth,  it  was 
well  organized;  fun  for  everyone  in- 
volved and  articulated  one  heck  of  a 
message.  The  kind  of  message  that 
makes  activists  out  of  slackers,  lead- 
ers out  of  followers  and  stands  upon 
its  own  authority  as  reason  to  be  heard 
by  all  those  who  care  to  listen. 


Josh  Diller  speaks  at  peace  rally. 


I’hoto  by  Colleen  Horsey 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


GOVERNORS  STATE  UNIVERSITY 


empower 

yourself 


46  degree  programs 
Affordable  - financial  aid  for  part-time  students 
Small  class  sizes 

Convenient  - afternoon,  evening,  weekend  classes 
Web-based  instruction,  too 


It's  not  too  late!  Apply/Register  today! 
Spring/Summer  registration  open  through  May  8. 

Not  ready  yet ? Late  summer  classes  begin  June  23* 
Apply  today.  Registration  open  through  June  29! 


Governors 

Stale 

University 


“Attending  GSU,  nny  ambitions  became 
greater,  my  dreams  became  higher 
I know  I'll  realize  my  potential 
Thank  you,  Governors  State  * 


empower  yourself 

708.534.4490 
www.  govst.  edu 
University  Park,  IL 

• Refers  to  Block  3 classes 


v:*'  -V 
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JJC  students  unite 
at  peace  rally 


Career  Planning  Coordinator  Janet  Adams  holds  carnations  as  she  speaks  her  piece 
during  the  Open  Xtic  session. 

Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


The  Chamber  Singers  delight  llte  audience  with  their  melodious  v< 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


'The  JJC  Irish  Dancers  entertain  the  audience  with  a traditional  jig. 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey  A Performer  snaPs  Ms  fingers  to  the  heat  during  Open  Mic. 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


Spring,  ffiug&acfi 


Main  Campus  Bookstore 

Thursday,  May  6th 8:00  am  to  6:45  pm 

Friday,  May  7th 8:00  am  to  3:00  pm 

Saturday,  May  8th 9:00  am  to  1:00  pm 

Mon. — Thurs.  May  10-13  ...8:00  am  to  6:45  pm 

Friday.  May  14th 8:00  am  to  2:00  pm 


“D”  Mall 

Mon-Thurs,  May  10-13 
9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 
North  Campus 
Wednesday  May  12th 
6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 


If  Your  Book  Came  With  A C/D  or  Other  Materials,  Please  Bring  EVERYTHING  Plus  the  Book  To  Buyback 
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President  J.D.  Ross  and  Vice  President  of  Student  Services  Dr.  Alan  Hardersen  enjoy  a meal  in  the  cafeteria. 

Photo  by  Brian  Delaney 


JJC  events  in 
a snapshot 


Anissa  Jones, adviser  of  Student  Government , center,  presents  Child  Care  Center  staff 
and  children  with  a check  for  resources  and  development  from  the  Student 
Government. 

By  Colleen  Harvey 


Dan  Muffed  enjoys  a chocolate  covered  waffle  and  popcorn  during  the  Spring  Fling. 
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Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 
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Macrosick  rocks 


independent  scene  with 
originality,  energy 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

This  CD  should  come  with  a warn- 
ing label:  "Contents  prone  to  combus- 
tion and  explosion.  Extremely  flam- 
mable.” From  the  outset,  Macrosick 
ignites  an  unspeakable  energy  and 
turns  up  the  volume  to  air  raid  levels. 
You  wanna  talk  about  your  shock  and 

Strangely  familiar  sounds  fuse 
with  something  that's  unlike  anything 
you’ve  ever  heard,  bringing  out  the 
best  of  '80s  art  rock  and  colliding  with 
futuristic  cleclronica  that  is  strangely 
accessible.  This  is  just  the  dose  of 
originality  and  intelligence  that  could 
revive  the  brain  dead  pop-rock  genre. 

"Under  These  Skies"  is  a full-on 
aural  assault,  with  its  staccato  guitars 
and  its  breakbeat  percussion.  There's 
a frenetic  urgency  in  the  vocals,  giv- 
ing way  to  an  anthemic  chorus.  Lots  of 
samples  and  computer  blips  add  to  the 
combustion  here.  All  of  a sudden, 
there’s  a breakdown  and  the  bridge 
slows  everything  down,  and  finally  the 
true  sentimentality  of  the  song  is  re- 
vealed. Good  luck  getting  this  one  out 
of  your  head. 

You  should  recognize  the  next  one. 
"Beautiful  World”  is  a brilliant  Devo 
cover,  giving  tribute  to  a band  that  has 
obviously  influenced  Macrosick’s 
sound,  This  funky  little  number  gives 
you  something  to  dance  to  and  adds 
some  happiness  and  irony  to  the  mix. 

Next  up  is  "Cash  Machine,"  a 
darker  song  with  haunting  vocals  and 
stark,  disapproving  lyrics  as  it  con- 
demns the  selfish  American  lifestyle. 


Minor  chords  and  a sinister  counter- 
melody layer  this  song  and  add  to  its 
depth.  Plus,  you  gotta  love  a song  that 
uses  the  phrase  “capitalist  power  rang- 

Quick  to  snap  out  of  a bad  mood, 
“We  Never  Started”  is  probably  the 
poppiest  song  on  the  disc.  With  its  ir- 
resistible hook  and  retro  sound,  this 
musical  confection  reverberates  with  a 
kind  of  innocence  and  exuberance 
that’s  hard  to  come  by  anymore. 

Prepare  for  fast,  abrupt  rhythms 
and  incantations  about  the  banality  of 
today's  radio  playlists  in  “Nothing’s 
On  the  Radio,”  which  will  make  you 
ashamed  for  listening  to  music  “from 
the  recycle  bin."  Screamy  samples  and 
clectro-vocals  will  make  you  want  to 
tum  this  one  up  to  1 1 . 

By  now,  you’ll  need  a bit  of  a 
breather,  and  here’s  your  chance.  "Nice 
Hush”  is  a purely  instrumental  track, 
with  a nice  ethereal  vibe  to  lift  your 
spirit  or  soothe  your  soul.  Get  ready  to 
burn  some  incense  and  prepare  the 
aromatherapy.  If  you  think  you’re  hear- 
ing whispers  from  another  realm  when 
you're  listening  to  this  track,  don't  be 
alarmed.  It’s  meant  to  sound 
otherworldly,  and  it  succeeds  in  the 
endeavor.  But  don’t  think  of  this  song 
as  the  intermission:  It’s  more  like  a half- 
time show,  except  it’s  the  second  to  last 
track  so  it’s  not  really  half-time. 

At  last  you’ve  reached  the  most 
nonsensical,  crazy  song  on  the  CD: 
"Jerkweed  Inspector."  Apparently  in- 
spired at  least  in  part  by  a highway  ac- 
cident, this  song  is  full  of  weird  lyrics 
that  would  make  Lewis  Carroll  scratch 
his  head.  But  before  you  know  it,  you’ll 
be  singing  along  and  you’ll  have  to 
agree  that  "fishtailing  is  fun.”  Once 
again,  guitar  tricks,  crazy  drum  pat- 
terns, and  all  kinds  of  samples  unite  to 
heighten  your  sensory  experience. 

So  with  that,  the  CD  is  over  and 
your  life  will  never  be  the  same.  You 
may  never  be  able  to  listen  to  anything 
else  again.  But  there’s  a solution:  Just 
put  the  demodisk  on  continuous  re- 
play and  don't  stop  til  you’re  conta- 
gious with  the  Macrosickness. 


Limited  to  Stock  On  Hand  - Prior  Sales  Excluded 


NEED 

SUMMER 

WORK? 


$15.00  Base-Appt. 

Conditions  Exist.  All  Ages  18+. 
Scholarship  Opportunities.  Flexible 
schedules.  All  majors  Considered. 
Vector  has  entry  level  customer 
sales  &:  service  positions.  Apply 
Now,  Start  Before/After  Finals. 
Visit  our  website  or  apply  online 
www.4collcgework.com 


N.E.R.D. ’s  new  album  makes 
them  the  coolest  band  around 


By  Rosalie  Lewis 

Arc  you  sick  of  the  same  old,  same 
old  pop  music?  Do  you  scan  the  radio 
for  stations  playing  rock  music  that 
you  haven’t  heard  a hundred  times  al- 
ready this  hour? 

Have  you  been  searching  for  an 
artist  that  taps  into  the  spirit  of  rock 
and  roll  that  isn ’/  The  White  Stripes  or 
Jet? 

Then  maybe  it’s  time  to  check  out 
N.E.R.D.  Made  up  of  super-producers 
Pharrell  Williams  and  Chad  Hugo  (who 
chum  out  hits  for  the  likes  of  Britney, 
Justin  and  Jay-Z  in  their  spare  time), 

N.E.R.D.  shines  bright  on  their  lat- 
est album,  Fly  or  Die,  with  plenty  of 
soul  and  a good  bit  of  nostalgia. 

I have  to  admit,  this  music  was 
very  different  from  what  I expected.  I 
knew  that  these  guys  were  big  time  pop 
producers,  and  I expected  their  album 
to  be  hip-hop  oriented. 

In  actuality,  these  guys  bring  out 
the  guitars  and  synthesizers,  reviving 
a retro,  almost-‘70s  sound. 

The  first  song,  “Don’t  Worry 
About  It,”  is  really  jammy,  with  lots  of 
soul  and  the  vocals  almost  sound  like 
Hendrix  at  times.  Next  up  is  the  title 
track,  and  there’s  more  synth. 

The  vocals  sound  like  Marvin 
Gaye  covering  a Queens  of  the  Slone 


Age  song.  Very  funky  but  cool ! There’s 
a little  bit  of  rap  in  here,  but  not  bling- 
blingy,  annoying  rap. 

Track  3 is  called  "Jump"  and  it  fea- 
tures Joel  and  Bcnji  Madden  of  Good 
Charlotte  fame  (but  don’t  let  that  scare 
you).  It’s  got  a frenetic  beat,  with 
pounding  keyboards  and  offbeat  drum- 
ming. 

The  lyrics  document  a conversa- 
tion between  a runaway  rebel  rockstar 
wannabe  and  his  parents.  “Punk  rock, 
tattoos,  leather  jacket — good  grades 
don’t  come  with  that  package,”  sings 
Williams  in  the  second  verse. 

“Backseat  Love”  is  short  and 
loungy,  and  pretty  much  what  you 
might  expect  from  a song  with  that  title. 

My  favorite  track  on  the  album  is 
also  the  current  single,  “She  Wants  To 
Move,"  with  lots  of  spacey  samples 
and  unusual  rhythms  mixed  in  with 
hypnotic  vocals. 

Guitars  buzz  in  the  background, 
and  acoustic  guitar  strumming  punc- 
tuates the  breathy  verses. 

“Breakout"  sounds  a little  like 
Outkast,  but  with  more  guitars.  There’s 
a nice  Beatles-esque  guitar  backdrop 
for  the  plaintive  vocals  on  the  verses, 
and  then  the  chorus  is  where  the 
“breakout"  really  happens.  The  tempo 
accelerates  and  the  soft-rock  sound  is 
replaced  with  a danceable  groove. 

"Wonderful  Place”  starts  off  with 
some  whistling  and  acoustic  guitar,  and 
keeps  a nice  summer  anthem  vibe  go- 
ing. 

Its  celebration  of  life  and  the 
beauty  in  small  things  is  appropriately 
accompanied  by  low-key  music  and  a 
singable  chorus  that  sounds  like  it  was 
written  on  a beach  in  the  southern  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  mood  changes  to  political 
with  “Drill  Sergeant,"  a powerful  song 


that  questions  war  in  another  70s-style 
musical  excursion. 

“You  don’t  understand  liberty  until 
someone  speaks  for  yours,”  says  one 
line.  If  only  all  pop  music  could  be  this 
intelligent. 

Next,  we  get  a nice  happy-go- 
lucky  song  called  ’Thrasher”  which  is 
the  primary  reason  for  the  parental  ad- 
visory sticker,  complaining  about  the 
not-so-nice  people  you  meet  in  life. 

It’s  got  an  irresistible  hook  though, 
putting  all  the  angst  of  a Kom  song 
into  a more  creative,  clever  format  that 
still  gets  the  message  across.  This  song 
is  my  second  favorite  on  the  album, 
musically  and  otherwise. 

“Maybe”  is  a swirling,  classic- 
rock/soul  ballad  sounding  song.  The 
sound  mixes  fuzzy  psychedelic  guitars 
and  more  Marvin  Gaye-channeled  vo- 
cals with  some  interesting  drum  work, 
backed  by  a piano  that  adds  a nice  me- 
lodic element. 

For  some  reason,  “The  Way  She 
Dances”  reminds  me  of  an  R.E.M.  song 
on  a strictly  instrumental  basis  during 
the  intro.  The  rest  of  the  song  goes 
back  to  a sort  of  chanting  sing-song 
and  we  get  a little  more  of  the  Outkast 
sound,  with  some  weird  new  wave 
sounds  mixed  in.  Hard  to  describe,  but 
it’s  all  good. 

“Chariot  of  Fire"  is  a falsetto-in- 
fused  ballad  full  of  soul  and  funk.  Ac- 
cording to  the  lyrics,  Williams  “wrote 
this  song  when  I was  drunk,"  and  it 
turns  out  pretty  well  considering. 

There  are  some  cool  samples  that 
fade  in  and  out  and  leave  a nice  sum- 
mertime sound  in  your  ears. 

So  check  out  Fly  or  Die,  especially 
if  you  like  innovative  music  or  are  a fan 
of  Outkast  or  ‘70s  psychedelia  and 
good  old  fashioned  rock  and  roll  with 
a soul. 
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school  text  book. 

Also,  a large  number  of  small  vi- 
sual metaphors  are  sprinkled  through- 
out the  Guide,  such  as  volcanoes, 
cowboys,  and  wineglasses. 

While  some  might  construe  the 
small  metaphorical  illustrations  as  in- 
decent, the  pictures  often  serve  as  a 
telling  reminder  of  just  how  hard  mod- 
em Americans  try  to  avoid  speaking  of 
sex  in  clear,  honest  terminology. 

Communication  plays  a large  role 
in  the  Guide , both  between  partners 
and  between  the  readers  and  the  au- 
thor of  the  book. 

Quite  a large  amount  of  the  text  is 
based  around  letters  sent  into 
Joannides  and  these  are  answered 
within  the  Guide. 

Similarly,  Joannides  pushes  for  the 
deeper  communication  between 
couples  that  will  hopefully  result  in 
improved  and  more  mutually  stimulat- 


ing relationships. 

The  Guide  is  not,  however,  strictly 
for  able-bodied  heterosexuals.  Instead, 
Joannides  takes  his  title  seriously  and 
covers  the  topics,  questions  and  con- 
cerns of  all  groups.  Likewise  the  Guide 
is  currently  being  published  in  over  14 
languages. 

Joannides’  Guide  is  an  interesting 
work  because  it  takes  a real  holistic  look 
at  the  subject  matter.  Rather  than  just 
define  some  terms  and  display  a few 
techniques,  the  author  brings  the 
reader  into  the  evolution  of  cultural 
ideas  of  sex  and  relationships. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  the  Guide  is 
not  accessible  to  the  everyday  casual 
reader.  With  a tone  that  is  almost  con- 
versational Joannides  writes  with  a flow 
that  is  both  understandable  and  enjoy- 
able to  read.  Likewise,  the  author  never 
talks  down  to  the  reader  but  only  as  a 
better  informed  friend  or  counselor. 

Overall  the  Guide  to  Gelling  It  On, 
is  a well  crafted  work  by  a very  dedi- 
cated author.  Topping  off  at  800  pages 
however,  the  Guide  is  more  of  a,refer- 
ence  work  then  a casual  read. 

If  you  are  in  the  market  for  a sexual 
guide  or  just  an  interesting  read  I would 
recommend  the  Guide  to  Gelling  h On. 

Between  the  variety  of  subjects  ad- 
dressed and  style  of  the  writing,  the 
Guide  is  a must-have  for  any  student 
of  culture. 


The  summertime  allows  people  with 
sandals  10  count  higher  than  10. 

By  Willard  E.  Magosky,  Jr.,  J JC 

Alumnus 

In  the  springtime,  about  the  time 
school  gets  out  and  when  the  weather 
gets  warmer,  the  math  ability  of  the 
country  rises  considerably. 

Whereas  in  the  fall,  about  the  lime 
when  school  opens  and  as  the  weather 
gets  cooler,  the  math  ability  of  the 
fcountry  drops  back  down. 

Why? 

Because  the  ladies  and  girls  are 
usually  wearing  sandals  and  they  can 
count  ten  higher. 

Now  the  second  part  needs  more 
research  or  perhaps  it’s  a guy  thing, 
but  I have  heard  that  some  guys  can 
count  up  to  twelve  or  thirteen  higher. 

Ladies,  when  you’re  lolling  at 
poolside  or  at  the  beach — do  your  re- 
search. 

When  completed,  log  on  and  for- 
ward your  findings  to 
www.piggics.com.  Do  not  confuse  that 
with  www.threelittlepiggics.com-  that’s 
another  website. 

Findings  will  be  compiled,  and  be- 
tween Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
will  be  shown  on  www.piggies.com. 

Do  your  research,  ladies. 


Be  In  Demand. 
Stay  In 


"/  would  definitely  encourage 
females  to  get  into  this  trade. 

There  is  good  money  to  be 
mode  and  you  can't  beat  being 
outside  and  to  have  the  feel 
of  that  machine.  You  can't  beat 
that  power.  It's  beautiful.'’ 
Yvette  Sinodinos 
Operating  Engineers  Local  150 


By  John  Sebastian  Ferrari 

The  new  4th  edition  of  Paul 
Joannides’  Guide  to  Getting  It  On  takes 
the  reader  on  an  in-depth  journey 


through  the  science,  culture,  myths 
and  techniques  of  that  familiar  institu- 
tion we  call  sex. 

With  the  world  population  topping 
over  6 billion,  one  could  logically  as- 
sume that  sex  is  one  of  the  few  areas  of 
the  human  experience  that  people  need 
a guide  to.  However,  as  with  all  human 
endeavors,  logic  is  often  flawed. 

The  Guide  to  Getting  It  On  is  a 
book  of  seeming  contradictions.  The 
front  cover  and  preface  suggest  an  al- 
most irreverent  look  at  sex  and  our  atti- 
tudes towards  it. 

Yet,  as  the  reader  dives  into  the 
body  of  the  guide,  the  book  reveals 
itself  to  be  remarkably  respectful  of  the 
subject  material. 

With  a plethora  of  illustrations  and 
diagrams  which  range  from  hyper  erotic 
to  dryly  scientific,  the  Guide  often 
comes  off  as  a strange  hybrid  between 
a Playboy  letters  column  and  a high 
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‘Punisher’  adaption 
improves  on  1989  flop 


Thomas  Jane  uses  Dolph  Lundgren  as  large!  practice  lo  prepare  for  his  role  as  Frank 
Castle  in  the  remake  of  " The  Punisher. " Ph(lt0  cour|esy  of  Lioas  Gate  Films 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Back  in  1989,  there  was  terrible  film 
version  of  the  brutally  violent  comic  book 
series  called  "Punisher.”  The  film  was  so 
bad,  it  went  straight  to  video,  bypassing 
the  theaters.  In  contrast,  the  movie  helped 
launch  the  career  of  Dolph  Lundgren,  who 
is  a huge  international  star  today. 

Okay,  that  last  part  was  total  crap, 
but  the  rest  was  true.  Bad,  bad,  bad — 
dial’s  all  I’ve  got  to  say  about  it.  Fortu- 
nately, some  filmmakers  of  the  present  day 
made  the  right  decision  to  adapt  the  comic 
book  for  film — correctly. 

Frank  Castle  (Thomas  Jane)  is  an  FBI 
agent  who  does  a lot  of  undercover  work, 
as  well  as  moving  his  family  from  state  to 
state  to  evade  the  groups  of  high-profile 
criminals  that  he  takes  down.  One  such 
person  was  the  son  of  Florida  crime  lord 
Howard  Saint  (John  Travolta),  who  died 
in  a shootout  during  an  undercover  sting 
that  went  haywire.  Appropriately,  this  was 
Castle's  last  gig — retirement  was  next 
However*  Saint  puts  a hit  out  for  Castle, 
including  his  entire  family.  This  retaliation 
is  due  in  part  to  Saint’s  bitchy,  spoiled 
and  glamorous  wife  Livia  (Laura  Harring) 
for  whom  Saint  will  do  anything  to  please. 

So  Saint's  men  descend  on  the  Castle 
family  reunion  in  Puerto  Rico  and  slaugh- 
ter Castle’s  family,  including  his  wife  and 
son.  The  men  then  leave  Castle  for  dead 
but  he  manages  to  survive  the  massacre. 
After  somewhat  recuperating,  Castle  sets 
up  shack  in  a tenement  building,  where 
his  fellow  tenants  include  Joan  (Rebecca 
Romijn-Stamos),  a waitress  trying  to  put 
her  life  back  on  track. 

Here  he  begins  plotting  his  revenge 
against  Saint  and  company.  When  Saint 
finds  out  about  Castle  surviving,  he  un- 
leashes a chain-smoking  guitar  assassin 
(Mark  Collie)  and  a blonde  brutal  behe- 
moth known  as  the  Russian  (pro  wrestler 


Kevin  Nash).  The  rest  you  can  pretty 
much  figure  out  for  yourself.  Or  go 
see  it. 

Now,  the  first  15-20  minutes  or 
so  moved  pretty  damn  slow,  estab- 
lishing the  back  story  of  how  much 
we,  as  an  audience,  need  to  under- 
stand and  be  sympathetic  as  to  why 
Frank  Castle  is  going  around  playing 
vigilante  and  killing  everyone  in- 
volved in  his  family’s  slaughter. 

However,  once  he  becomes  this 
one-man  justice  system,  the  ratings 
board  explains  it  all:  Rated  R for  per- 
vasive brutal  violence.  And  when 
things  turned  violent,  they  were  very 
brutal  and  thoroughly  pervasive. 

Thomas  Jane  ( Boogie  Nights, 
Magnolia,  Dreamcatcher ) certainly 
has  the  look  down:  He  is  a damn-near 
spitting  image  of  the  Frank  Castle/ 
Punisher  in  the  comics — he  looks  as 
if  he  leapt  from  the  pages.  John 
Travolta,  in  my  opinion,  did  well  in  it 
and  had  a sinister,  evil  nature  about 
him.  However,  he  was  nowhere  near 
as  evil  as  his  wife,  played  by  Laura 
Harring,  who  is  just  absolutely  stun- 
ning and  gorgeous.  Rebecca  Romijn- 
Stamos  is  not  very  believable  as  a 
poor,  low  class  woman,  but  she  does 
her  best  with  the  role  and  is  mostly 
there  as  eye  candy. 

Additionally,  the  action  scenes 
are  great,  providing  the  thrills  that 
compliment  the  violence  that  the  first 
film  version  could  not  accomplish.  In 
fact,  the  new  version  does  everything 
the  original  did  not — it  satisfies  and 
entertains. 

Although  the  beginning  drags  its 
feet  a little  bit,  The  Punisher  is  an  oth- 
erwise entertaining  and  thrilling  movie 
that  rewards  rather  than  punishes. 


Horoscopes 


Dark  Lord  stares  into  your  soul  to 
determine  what  the  stars  may  say 
about  your  future. 


Photo  courtesy  of  IMDB.com 

By  Dark  Lord,  the  enchanter 
and  master  astrologlst 

Aries 

There  will  be  a long  journey 
to  the  end  of  the  week.  Take 
short  cuts  and  speed  often. 
It’s  too  early  to  know  what’s 
going  to  happen  to  you.  Be 
prepared  to  handle  a crisis 
or  unrelated  happy  occa- 
sion. 

Taurus 

A visitor  will  greet  you  when 
you  are  feeling  at  your 
worst.  Try  to  forget  your 
troubles  and  let  them  put  a 
smile  on  your  face.  Other- 
wise, your  life  will  continue 
to  stink  of  opium. 

Gemini 

Grandparents  give  the  best 
advice  to  their  grandchil- 
dren because  their  own 
kids  aren’t  worth  the  effort. 
Make  sure  you  eat  twice  as 
much  fruit  in  the  morning 
and  maybe  you'll  be  able  to 
relax  and  loosen  up  a little. 

Cancer 

Financial  problems  will  lead 


you  down  a road  of  dark,  horrid 
despair.  Things  might  look  bad 
now,  but  somehow  you  will  be 
redeemed  in  the  most  unlikely 
way.  If  you  could  change  one 
thing  in  your  life,  change  every- 
thing else  and  leave  that  one 
thing. 

Leo 

Failure  is  not  something  you’re 
known  for.  But  it  looks  like 
there’s  plenty  of  room  for  error 
in  your  life  this  year.  Start  from 
the  beginning  and  revamp  every- 
thing that’s  wrong. 

Virgo 

If  your  life  was  a movie,  would  it 
end  in  a bank  robbery  shoot-out? 
If  you  answered  yes,  consider 
other  options.  Stop  watching 
soap  operas  at  home  and  think 
about  going  back  to  your 
classes. 

Libra 

Optimism  is  your  middle  name. 
Although  you  won’t  get  to  gradu- 
ate because  of  the  one  class  you 
didn’t  take,  there’s  still  plenty  of 
time  to  finish  your  education 
somewhere  else.  Try  starting  a 
new  hobby,  like  steal  the  ex- 
girlfriend’s car  and  cashing  it  in 
for  scrap  metal  at  the  junkyard. 

Scorpio 

Just  because  you’re  a Scorpio 
doesn’t  mean  you  can  run  red 
lights  and  jay-walk  whenever 
you  please.  Stop.  When’s  the 
last  time  you  said  thanks,  when 
someone  sneezed  on  you? 


Sagittarius 

When  the  Christmas  season 
fills  your  stocking  full  of 
cheer,  you'll  understand  why 
the  big  fat  red  man  in  your 
bedroom  was  watching  you 
sleep.  Don’t  ask  why,  just  be 
thankful. 

Capricorn 

Get  a job  that  needs  doing, 
done.  Find  what  needs  to  be 
sought  and  figure  on  planning 
the  rest  later.  The  time  for 
later  is  now,  so  finish 
yesterday’s  work  today. 

Aquarius 

The  light  at  the  end  of  the  tun- 
nel is  actually  the  little  light 
bulb  over  the  sign  that  says 
“get  a clue.”  Oops.  So  much 
for  reassurance. 

Pisces 

As  a deprived  Pisces  child, 
you  are  finally  starting  to  see 
that  people  take  advantage  of 
others,  especially  Pisces. 
You  will  lead  others  on  a wild 
goose  chase,  looking  for  the 
truth  to  the  answer  you  know 
is  false. 

Today’s  Birthday 

Technically,  today  is  not  re- 
ally your  birthday,  consider- 
ing you  are  only  born  once, 
and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
relive  one  moment  in  time,  on 
a yearly  basis.  Time  travel, 
although  not  available  yet,  is 
still  a commodity  we  have  to 
live  without.  So  until  then, 
stop  living  in  the  past. 
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‘Kill  Bill  Volume  2’  slays  audience 


The  Bride,  Uma  Thurman,  right,  confronts  Bill.  David  Carradine  about  the  massacre 
of her  family  and  friends  during  her  wedding  in  Kill  Bill  Volume  I. 


I'hoto  courtesy  of  Miramax  Films 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

With  Resen'oir  Dogs,  Pulp  Fic- 
tion and  Jackie  Brown , director 
Quentin  Tarantino  has  proved  that  he 
can  supply  a balanced  dose  of  clever, 
exquisite  dialogue  and  brutal,  sense- 
less violence.  Additionally,  he  loves  to 
use  the  same  actors  in  more  than  one 
of  his  movies.  Kill  Bill  is  no  exception 
to  this  rule. 

Kill  Bill:  Volume  1 was  a genre- 
bending,  ultra  violent  revenge  film  with 
some  snappy  dialogue — including 
great  one-liners — dispersed  in  be- 
tween. And  now,  the  triumphant,  cli- 
matic conclusion  ( Volume  2,  naturally) 
has  arrived  in  stunning  fashion.  Now, 
the  films  were  originally  to  be  one  film, 
but  Tarantino  made  a pact  with  the  dev- 
ils known  as  the  Weinstein  brothers  to 
split  it  into  two  instead  of  editing  it. 
The  result  is  a clever  and  thoroughly 
entertaining  film  duo  that  will  survive 
through  the  ages. 

Uma  Thurman  plays  The  Bride, 
continuing  her  hunt  for  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Deadly  Viper  Assassin 
Squad — EUc  Driver  (Daryl  Hannah)  and 
Budd  (Michael  "Mr.  Blonde” 
Madsen) — who  failed  to  kill  her  at  her 
wedding  imd  leading  up  to  the  leader — 


Bill  (David  Carradine).  Very  much  un- 
like Volume  1,  Volume  2 has  nowhere 
near  as  much  action  and  violence  but  a 
hell  of  a lot  more  dialogue.  Now,  sure, 
it  did  drag  in  some  small,  insignificant 
parts,  but  the  screenplay  is  absolutely 
stunning  and  exquisite  and  the  perfor- 
mances are  simply  wonderful. 

Daryl  Hannah  really  expands  her 
acting  chops  with  clever  facial  expres- 
sions— even  though  she  only  has  one 


eye — and  smart  dialogue;  she  came 
out  of  nowhere  and  shocked  the  hell 
out  of  me.  Also,  Michael  Madsen  is 
great  as  Bill’s  somewhat  sympathetic 
brother  Budd.  And  Uma  Thurman  is 
absolutely  great,  as  usual,  as  the  venge- 
ful yet  passionate  Bride,  but  David 
Carradine  gets  to  do  what  John 
Travolta  did  in  Pulp  Fiction.  For  him, 
this  movie  is  a career  rejuvenator  and 
he  gives  an  absolutely  breath-taking 
performance  that  is  without  question 
Supporting  Actor  Oscar-worthy.  His 
scenes  with  Uma  Thurman  .ire  ones  of 
soon-to-be  legend,  especially  the  final 
half  hour  at  Bill's  home. 

Particularly  of  note  is  Bill’s  com- 
ment on  the  whole  massacre/revenge 
situation;  “I’m  sorry.  1 overreacted." 
Pure  gold,  in  my  opinion. 

Kill  Bill:  Volume  2 showcases  the 
talents  of  many:  Quentin  Tarantino's 
brilliant  directing' and  screenwriting 
abilities,  and  the  many  talents  of  the 
actors — particularly  David 

Carradine — to  give  the  great  script  life. 

Kill  Bill:  Volume  2 kills  the  ills  that 
had  Tarantino  fans  shaking  in  their 
boots  as  to  whether  the  man  could  pull 
this  off.  No  question — he  succeeded. 


Uma  Thurman,  as  the  Bride,  poised  for  attack. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Miramax  Films 
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Gamers  alert:  ‘World  of 
Warcraft’  coming  soon 

By  Matt  Furlane  ness  in  a suit  of  shining  amor." 

It  would  take  an  entire  book  to  Once  enrolled,  characters  will  cm- 

cover  the  history  of  video  games  but  bark  on  quests.  Often  done  in  other 
here  is  the  condensed  version;  Willie  games  for  special  weapons  they  will 
Higinbotham,  Nolan  Bushnell,  take  on  a broader  significance  in  Wo  W. 
Activision,  Atari,  Capcom,  Konami,  According  to  the  Blizzard 
Nintendo,  Playstation,  Sega,  X-box,  website,  "Quests  will  play  a significant 
Pong,  As-  ,role  i 


“The  role  I like  the  most  is  the  de- 
fender, the  hero.  Others  like  to  be 
mysterious  or  mystical  or  even  dia- 
bolical, but  for  me  it  does  not  get  any 
better  then  smiting  the  foes  of  righ- 
teousness in  a suit  of  shining  armor. 

--  Andy  Clark,  sophomore 


World 
f , 
WraaflL 
Since 
they'll 


Strike,  Final  Fantasy,  Halo  and  of  objectives,  such  as  exploration,  the 
EverQuest.  (Whew!)  And  this  is  just  extermination  of  monsters  jtheescort- 


thc  beginning. 

New  strategy,  simulat 


ing  pf  VIP  characters,  and  the  cxecu- 
i of  stealth  missions,  quests  will  also 


FPS  games  arc  released  every  year.  And  be  extremely  lucrative  and  will  often 

the  big  news  for  2004  is  going  to  be  the  provide  you  with  your  choice  of  re- 
launch of  Blizzard  Entertainments  winds." 

online  game  World  Of  Warcraft  (WoW),  In  the  last  five  years  the  online 

“WoW  is  a second  generation  gaming  genre  has  started  to  attract  big 
Massive-  Multiplaycr-Onlinc-Role-  money.  By  2006  there  could  be  over 
Playing-Game  (MMORPG),  it's  been  100  million  people  playing  online  video 
able  to  look  at  the  mistakes  that  have  games.  With  billions  of  dollars  wait- 


been  made  in  the  p;\st  by  other  gan 


ing,  World  of  Warcraft  will  face  cot 


and  correct  them,"  said  EverQuest  petition  from  companies  with  newer 
player  and  JJC  Lab  Attendant  Rich  titles  like  Star  Wars  Galaxies  or  sequels 
of  games  like  Ashcron's  Call, 
Evcrquest,  Lineage  and  Final  Fantasy. 


Scheduled  for  full  release  later  this 


year,  WoW  is  a quest  heavy  MMORPG  The  question  now  is,  will  WoW  bomb 
that  according  to  the  Blizzard  website,  or  will  it  slay  it's  competition? 


“Will  take  place  in  the  fantasy  world 


vill  give  WoW  ir 


first  featured  in  the  Warcraft  strategy  direct  competition."  stated  Clark.  "Lin- 

serics. . . it  will  let  you  play  as  a single  cage  2 for  example  is  similar  but  bc- 


characlcr  from  a specific  r; 
it  will  let  you  venture  i i 


(p/uyci 


ot  the  game 
V be  killed  by 


world  to  fight  monsters,  perform  quests,  other  players)  it  generally  a 


acquire  treasure  and  experience  level; 
with  other  like  minded  players." 


different  type  of  gamer  then  WoW  will. 
The  game  that  will  give  it  the  most  di- 
WoW  will  have  eight  races — hu-  rect  competition  is  Sony's  Evcrquest 

ns,  dwarves,  night  elves,  gnomes,  2 that  is  planning  on  going  live  around 
:s.  laurens,  trolls  and  the  undead.  (A  the  same  time  that  WoW  does." 


two  headed  ogre  was  an  April  Fool's 
joke.)  There  are  nine  different  classes: 
paladins,  rogues,  priests,  hunters,  war- 
locks,  druids,  warriors,  mages,  and  sha- 
mans. Characters  will  have  five  basic 
.attributes:  strength,  agility,  stamina, 
intellect,  and  spirit. 


But  what  about  Evcrquest  1? 

"Evcrquest  has  the  most  poten- 
tial for  loss,  it  has  been  on  the  market 
for  5 years  and  has  been  slowly  de- 
clining over  the  last  two,"  staled  Bcrril 
who  has  Alpha  tested  and  is  now  Beta 
testing  WoW.  "If  WoW  is  successful 


“I  always  play  the  paladin,  or  holy  (Everqucst  j stands  to  lose  quite  a bit 
knight  type  character  in  any  game  that  of  its  user  base." 


I play.  WoW  is  a role  playing  game,  a 


He's  probably  correct.  Blizzard 


much  as  any  MMORPG  can  be,"  said  Entertainment  is  the  equivalent  of  a big 
Everqucst  player  and  JJC  sophomore  record  label  or  pop  star.  They  a 


Andy  Clark. 

“And  the  role  I like  the  n 


of  the  top  software  companies  around 
s the  and  have  successfully  turned  o 


defender,  the  hero.  Others  like  to  be  sccutivc  platinum  hits  over  the  years 


mysterious  or  mystical  or  even  diaboli- 
cal, but  for  me  it  does  not  get  any  bet- 
ter then  smiting  the  foes  of  righteous- 


like  Warcraft,  Starcraft  and  Diablo.  It 
appears  they  are  putting  a lot  of  re- 
search into  developing  another  poten- 
tial big  hit.  It  should  be  worth  the  wait. 


A knightly  elf  and  his  companion  wander  the  wilderness  of  the  MMORPG  world  of 
Warcraft.  Ignoring  the  female's  pleas  to  slop  and  ask  for  directions,  the  knight  insists 
he  knows  where  he 's  going.  The  two  were  later  killed  by  a rabid  pack  of  ores. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Blizzard  Pmtcrlnlnment 
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Sports  Commentary 


Sportsmanship  values 
eclipsed  by  off-field  antics 


By  Malt  Furlane 

The  one  international  event,  be- 
sides war,  that's  been  with  us  for  cen- 
turies is  Olympic  competition.  The  first 
recorded  Olympic  games  were  held  in 
776  BC  at  Olympia  as  part  of  a religious 
festival  honoring  Zeus. 

The  first  modem  Olympics  were 
held  in  1896  and  this  August  will  re- 
turn again  to  Athens  after  a 1 10  year 
absence.  Now  every  four  years  the 
whole  world  watches  as  focused 
muscle-toned  athletes  from  many  na- 
tions compete  for  the  gold  medal, 

But  in  American  sports  it  seems 
the  love  of  the  game,  national  pride, 
and  athletic  achievement  is  often  over 
shadowed  by  off-thc-field  stupidity. 

I think  sometimes  the  athletic  ideal 
is  flipped  on  its  head  and  athletic  com- 
petition has  turned  into  a venue  for 
creative  rule-breaking  by  players  and 
temper  tantrum  coaches  Leave  it  to 
America  to  turn  the  idea  of  a gold  medal 
into  an  aluminum  beer  can. 

I was  inspired  by  the  recent  story 
of  the  late  Pat  Tillman  who  didn't  want 
attention  but  his  life  was  so  real  you 
couldn’t  help  but  notice. 

He  gave  up  a multi-million  dollar 
contract  with  the  Arizona  Cardinals  to 
be  an  Army  Ranger.  He  recently  was 
killed  in  Afghanistan  defending  our 
freedoms.  He  was  not  perfect,  no  one 
is,  but  1 think  he  represents  what  true 
athleticism  should  be. 

On  a smaller  scale  each  year  we 
arc  inspired  by  our  own  sporting 
events  like  the  Super  Bowl  and  the 
World  Series  and  individual  athletes 
like  Tiger  Woods  and  Lebron  James. 
We  pay  money  to  see  them  because 
they  inspire  us  and  can  do  something 
we  find  entertaining.  For  many,  the 
honest,  disciplined  and  often  self-sac- 
rificing athlete  is  an  example  to  follow 
and  guidance  for  life. 

Consider  Colorado  coach  Gary 
Barnett  who  was  put  on  leave  over  sex 
scandal  allegations  surrounding  his 
team’s  recruiting  practices.  He  has 
spent  his  time  back  peddling  about  in- 
sensitive remarks  toward  a female 
player  who  may  have  been  raped  by 
football  players. 

Even  if  it  all  turns  out  to  be  media 
hype,  it  wouldn't  be  uncommon  for  a 
college  sports  program  to  break  the 
rules  in  order  to  win. 

Consider  the  steroid  issue.  This 
year  THG  called  into  question  the  in- 
tegrity of  several  Olympic  athletes  and 
some  very  big  name  baseball  players. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  had 
this  to  say  in  the  State  of  the  Union 
address: 

“Athletics  play  such  an  important 
role  in  our  society,  but,  unfortunately, 
some  in  professional  sports  are  not 


setting  much  of  an  example.  The  use  of 
performance-enhancing  drugs  like  ste- 
roids in  baseball,  football,  and  other 
sports  is  dangerous,  and  it  sends  the 
wrong  message  — that  there  are  short- 
cuts to  accomplishment,  and  that  per- 
formance is  more  important  than  char- 
acter. So  tonight  I call  on  team  owners, 
union  representatives,  coaches  and 
players  to  take  the  lead,  to  send  the 
right  signal,  to  get  tough  and  to  get  rid 
of  steroids  now.” 

Consider  violence.  This  past 
March,  Vancouver  Canucks  forward 
Todd  Bertuzzi  pummeled  Colorado  Ava- 
lanche forward  Steve  Moore  into  the 
ice,  breaking  his  neck  and  putting 
hockey  back  into  the  same  category  as 
professional  wrestling. 

The  replay  was  shown  a million 
times.  Bertuzzi  was  suspended  for  the 
season  and  Moore  is  recovering  but 
the  nastiness  of  the  hit  will  be  remem- 
bered. If  this  had  happened  anywhere 
else  Bertuzzi  would  be  going  to  prison! 

Consider  the  soft  exploitation  of 
African  Americans.  This  past  March 
Paul  Homung  added  himself  to  the  list 
of  fallen  commentators  Hall  of  Fame 
when  he  said  the  following  about  Notre 
Dante  football  in  a radio  interview  on 
Detroit's  WXYT-AM.  “We  can’t  stay 
as  strict  as  we  are  as  far  as  the  aca- 
demic structure  is  concerned  because 
we’ve  got  to  get  the  black  athlete.  We 
must  get  the  black  athlete  if  we’re  go- 
ing to  compete.” 

This  statement  opened  a big  can 
of  jock  itch.  Paul,  what  were  you  think- 
ing? 

I’m  not  sure  exactly  what  point 
Homung  was  trying  to  make,  but  I dis- 
agree with  him  totally.  Recruiting  ath- 
letes to  enhance  a sports  program  at 
the  expense  of  their  academic  future  is 
morally  wrong,  regardless  of  race. 

I’m  sure  there  are  more  examples 
to  consider  and  to  debate.  The  Tillman 
story  gives  us  some  hope  that  the  ath- 
letic ideal  is  still  achievable  and  may 
return  in  force  someday.  And  1 think 
for  Chicago  as  our  teams  become  more 
competitive  through  good  coaching 
and  talent  acquisition  we  might  enter  a 
golden  age  of  championships. 

But  I think  it's  clear  that  college 
and  pro  sports  are  sometimes  the 
equivalent  of  a fast  food  meal  - decep- 
tively appealing,  over  hyped,  and  un- 
healthy. 

What  sports  in  America  needs  is  a 
complete  over  haul  from  college  up- 
ward through  the  pros. 

Fans  want  to  see  honest  competi- 
tion. We  want  something  to  talk  about 
besides  scandal.  We  want  to  cheer 
about  something  besides  bimbos, 
dumb  athletes  and  cheap  beer.  We  want 
real  athleticism. 


Former  Arizona  Cardinals  safety  Pal  Tillman  senes  as  a good  example  of  what  it 
means  lo  be  a good  athlete,  as  opposed  to  Colorado  Stale  Buffalos  coach,  Gary 
Barnett. 


Sophomore  players  set  leadership 
examples  for  freshmen  teammates 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  baseball  team  has  a lot 
weighing  on  their  shoulders  to  be  as 
successful  as  they  were  last  year,  fin- 
ishing the  season  with  an  overall  record 
of41-21. 

Head  coach  Wayne  King  also 
helped  the  Wolves  annex  a 15-1  record 
in  their  conference  at  the  North  Cen- 
tral Community  College  championship. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  biggest  accom- 
plishments was  winning  the  National 
Junior  College  Athletics  Association 
Region  IV  for  Division  III  for  the  sev- 
enth time  in  10  years. 

On  and  off  the  field,  the  Wolves 
are  preparing  for  another  successful 
year. 

With  17  seasons  under  King’s  belt 
and  multiple  “Coach  of  the  Year” 
awards,  King  has  high  expectations  of 
his  returning  players. 


“They  are  our  leaders  of  the  team, 
they  help  the  freshman,  and  help  get 
the  team  through  rough  time,"  said 
King. 

Sophomore  catcher/outfielder 
Pete  Wheeler,  Morris,  feels  that  the 
sophomores  are  important  because 
they  keep  the  freshman  in  line  and  help 
them  realize  it’s  not  an  individual  sport. 

“The  sophomores  tend  to  run  ev- 
erything for  the  freshman,  so  in  turn 
they  can  be  good  leaders  next  year,” 
Wheeler  said. 

The  sophomores  have  many  du- 
ties this  year,  making  sure  the  fresh- 
man get  a positive  experience  and  lead- 
ing the  way  to  the  NJCAA  tournament. 

"Our  coaches  most  definitely  pre- 
pare us  on  and  off  the  field,  they  con- 
dition us  mentally  physically,"  Wheeler 
said. 

King  believes  that  in  their  prac- 


tices, the  Wolves  should  work  on  the 
same  things.  "Action  should  become 
instincts,  so  that  they  don't  think 
about  it,  but  react  to  it.” 

So  far  the  Wolves  record  is  26-25 
as  of  press  time.  The  Wolves  have 
many  advantages  over  other  teams  in 
their  division. 

"Our  strength  is  our  speed,"  in 
addition  to  the  outstanding  pitching 
staff  and  experienced  sophomores 
King  said. 

The  regional  tournament  will  be 
held  on  Friday  though  Sunday  May  7- 
9 at  the  College  of  DuPage. 

"We  are  healing  from  a lot  of  inju- 
ries, but  we  are  sitting  pretty  good  right 
now.  1 have  felt  stronger  in  other  years 
and  weaker  in  other  years,"  said  King. 
“We  need  a consistent  level  of  play 
day  in  and  day  out  in  order  to  be  suc- 
cessful.” 
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A day  in  the  life  of  a potential  umpire 


Andrew  Hruhec,  left,  and  former  major  league  umpire  Jim  Evans.  Hrubec  attended  Jim  Evans ' Academy  of  Professional  Umpiring 
1 Florida  from  Jam  5 So  Feb.  7 rh„,„  courtc!y  ot  Hrubtc 


By  Andrew  Hrubec 

The  alarm  sounds.  It’s  6:45  in  the 
morning  and  I crawl  out  of  bed,  take  a 
shower  and  prepare  for  another  day  of 
running,  yelling  and  stress.  While  most 
students  spend  their  winter  break  re- 
laxing and  playing  in  the  snow,  I was  in 
Kissimmee,  Fla.  attending  Jim  Evans’ 
Academy  of  Professional  Umpiring. 

There  are  only  two  schools  in  the 
country  that  Major  League  Baseball 
recognizes  as  acceptable  recruiting 
grounds  for  umpires,  Harry 
Wendelstedl's  School  for  Umpires  and 
Jim  Evans'  school. 

While  most  of  the  umpires  that 
attended  the  school  had  previous  ex- 
perience, I decided  to  try  it  without  any 
umpiring  background.  This  past  year 
the  school  had  its  largest  enrollment- 
150  students.  To  my  surprise,  not  only 
were  there  students  from  all  across  the 
U.S.,  but  there  were  also  students  from 
all  over  the  world.  There  were  people 
from  Australia,  Korea,  Sweden,  Puerto 
Rico  and  even  Texas. 

The  school  started  on  Jan.  5 and 
ran  until  Feb.  7.  Classes  were  held 
Monday  through  Saturday  from  8 a.m. 
to  6 p.m.  at  Osceola  County  Stadium, 
the  spring  training  home  of  the  Hous- 
ton Astros. 

The  first  portion  of  the  day  con- 
sisted of  class  work.  From  8 a.m.  until 
noon  we  learned  the  rules  of  the  game 
from  former  Major  League  Baseball 
umpire  Jim  Evans. 

The  second  half  of  the  day  was 
fieldwork.  Our  class  would  break  down 
into  three  groups  and  in  these  groups 
we  would  apply  what  we  learned  in  the 
classroom  by  participating  in  drills  on 
the  baseball  field. 

After  three  weeks  of  class  txnd 
fieldwork,  we  were  now  ready  for  "camp 
games."  These  arc  simulated  games  in 
which  each  student  is  evaluated  by  a 
group  of  instructors  based  on  their  in- 


dividual progress.  The  instruclors 
played  the  role  of  managers,  coaches, 
and  players. 


Before  each  game  a student  was 
paired  up  with  a fellow  student.  In  or- 
der to  evaluate  1 50  students  fairly,  each 


pair  only  worked  one  inning.  After  half 
of  an  inning,  partners  would  rotate  from 
behind  home  plate  to  the  field  or  visa 


"Camp  games"  were  the  most 
stressful  part  of  the  school.  During 
these  games  the  instructors  tested  our 
knowledge  of  the  rules  and  our  mental 
toughness  by  arguing  calls  through 
the  course  of  an  inning.  Regardless  of 
if  a call  was  correct  or  not,  an  instruc- 
tor would  randomly  argue. 

For  many  students  this  either 
made  or  broke  them  as  umpires.  The 
instructors  often  times  verbally  abused 
many  of  the  students,  including  me,  to 
see  how  well  we  could  handle  the  pres- 

After  the  final  two  weeks,  “camp 
games"  were  over  and  the  instructors 
narrowed  the  class  of  150  students 
down  to  25.  The  25  students  selected 
by  Jim  Evans'  Academy  were  sent  to 
Professional  Baseball  Umpires  Corpo- 
ration. At  PBUC,  these  students  com- 
peted with  25  students  from 
Wendclstedt’s  school  to  sec  who 
would  be  selected  to  the  Minor 
Leagues. 

How  did  1 do,  you  ask?  Very  well. 
After  two  weeks  had  passed,  the  in- 
structors sat  down  with  each  student 
to  ask  various  questions.  One  of  the 
questions  asked  was,  "Do  you  want 
to  be  a professional  umpire?" 

At  that  period  in  time,  whether  it 
was  right  or  wrong,  I decided  that  it 
was  not  meant  for  me.  My  heart  was 
not  in  umpiring.  My  heart  wasn’t  into 
the  concept  of  traveling  around  the 
United  States  for  six  months  of  the  year 
while  the  people  I loved  were  at  Ironic. 

This  was  an  experience  that  not 
many  people  have  the  opportunity  to 
encounter.  1 was  very  fortunate  to 
leave  Florida  with  not  only  a better 
knowledge  of  baseball,  but  a belter  un- 
derstanding of  who  I am  as  a person.  I 
also  left  without  any  regrets. 


Ijour  associate  j degree 

iS  jtisf  ilie  lerjitU  ling...  finish  what  you  started 


National-Louis  University 

1.888.NLU  .TODAY 


Did  you  know  tint  your  previous  college  credit,  military  or  technical  credit  and  life  experience  can  count 
toward  your  bachelor'*  degree?  And  that  you  could  K-  up  to  do*cr  to  graduation?  Taft  to  u*  about 
getting  into  an  acvdcmlcd  adult  degree  completion  program  in  Applied  Beliavioral  Sciences,  Healthcare 
LeudenJiijN  Manager  item  <alw  available  online)  or  Management  Information  Systems  laLo  available 
online  I.  You  may  be  closer  than  you  think  to  having  your  degree.  You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  find  out!  For  more 
Information,  call  1.88«.N1JII.t6dAY  or  visit  www.nl.edu. 


You'll  benefit  from: 

▲ Small  dais  sixes:  B9%  haw  20  or  fewer  studciUv.  Ranked  0l  by  LIS.  News  i-  World  Report’ 

A Smallest  average  undergraduate  student  loan  debt  SK.M4D.  Ranked  i l by  (AS.  News  d-  World  Report* 
A Convenient  ckbeses  Lltal  meet  one  evening  per  wvek 

▲ Accelerated  formal  for  degree  completion  in  **  little  » 1 2 months’* 

▲ Faculty  with  extensive  practical  experience 

▲ Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with  financial  akl  and  scholarships  available 


Men’s  tennis  ends 
season  on  down  note 


By  Adam  Fox 

On  Fri.,  April  23,  the  JJC  Men’s 
Tennis  team  hosted  the  NJCAA  Divi- 
sion III  tennis  tournament.  Our  JJC 
Wolves  played  valiantly  but  did  not 
come  out  as  the  victors  in  this  touma- 

The  Wolves  lost  to  division  rivals 
College  of  DuPage  and  Rock  Valley 
College  to  the  overall  score  of  27,  17 
and  10,  respectively. 

The  College  of  DuPage  team, 
which  won  the  NJCAA  Region  IV,  is 
lead  by  Brett  Bride!.  The  team  most  valu- 
able player  and  the  tournaments  most 


Freshman  Weston  Streitz 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Athletics 
Department 


valuable  player  is  Ron  Rowe.  COD  has 
been  undefeated  this  season,  going  10- 
0. 

JJC  head  coach  Tim  Vanderwall 
believes  that  the  COD  Chaparrals  prob- 
ably will  win  the  National  Champion- 
ship. "Both  Rock  Valley  and  College  of 
DuPage  are  strong  as  usual,"  Vanderwall 
said. 

The  Wolves  were  lead  by  fresh- 
man Weston  Streitz.  the  team’s  most 
valuable  player.  Streitz  played  Rock 
Valley’s  Bobby  Price,  and  Price  beat 
Streitz  in  three  matches  6-3, 5-7  and  6-3. 

The  rest  of  the  Wolves  did  not  fair 
that  well.  All  the  other  singles  lost,  while 
the  number  one  doubles  team  for  JJC 
composed  of  Strictz  and  Scott  James 
beat  Rock  Valley’s  number  one  doubles 
team  of  Price  and  Hung  in  the  first 
match,  but  then  lost  to  COD's  number 
one  doubles  team  of  Verbickas  and 
Adams  by  the  score  of  7-6  and  6-2. 

"I  am  really  happy  my  number  one 
doubles  team  really  played  well.  They 
beat  Rock  Valley  in  the  first  round," 
Vanderwall  said. 

The  Wolves  will  be  hoping  for 
many  of  there  players  to  return  for  next 
season.  But  there  will  be  no  guarantees. 
"They  grew  a lot.  Hopefully  I will  get 
four  or  five  of  these  guys  back.  That 
will  be  the  key  to  next  year’s  team,”  said 
Vanderwall. 

Vanderwall  also  coaches  the  JJC 
women’s  tennis  team. 
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Upcoming  season  determines  if 
Bears’  GM  keeps  his  position 


By  Adam  Fox 

Willi  Soldier  Field  nearly  one  year 
old,  there  is  an  aura  around  our  foot- 
ball team.  The  suffering  Chicago  has 
endured  under  the  old  Dick  Jauron  era 
is  over  as  well  Now  the  only  thing  left 
for  the  Chicago  Bears  is  to  dominate, 
and  to  get  back  to  the  Super  Bowl. 

Head  coach  Lovie  Smith  isn’t  the 
only  Bear  who  is  hoping  for  a success- 
ful year — General  Manager  Jerry 
Angelo  is  counting  on  it.  Angelo  needs 
his  team  to  have  a successful  year,  be- 
cause his  job  depends  on  it. 

Angelo  was  hired  by  team  presi- 
dent and  CEO  Ted  Phillips  in  2001 , and 
was  put  in  charge  of  drafting  and  run- 
ning the  Bears.  In  his  third  year  as  Gen- 
eral Manager,  Angelo  has  been  shaky 
at  best. 

His  first  two  years  were  with  the 
incumbent  Jauron  who  preached  a su- 
per-conservative power  running  game 
that  is  not  the  popular  way  to  play  foot- 
ball anymore.  Jauron  was  loyal  to  his 
players,  and  ended  up  taking  the  Bears 
to  the  playoffs.  Soon  he  fell  out  of  fa- 
vor with  Angelo,  and  he  was  let  go. 

Smith  is  all  about  scoring  quickly 
and  scoring  often.  He  wants  the  Bears 
to  not  only  rack  up  points  with  his  west 
coast  style  offense,  but  also  score  on 
the  defensive  front. 

Angelo  strongly  believes  that  the 
best  way  to  build  a team  is  through  the 
draft,  so  he  has  stock  piled  pick  after 


pick  in  his  titree  years  with  the  team. 
While  he  makes  up  in  quantity,  he  lacks 
in  quality. 

His  best  picks  thus  far  have  been 
lower  round  players,  kids  who  are  good 
backups  or  will  be  good  someday.  For 
example,  WR  Bobby  Wade,  RB  Brock 
Forsey  or  Safety  Bobby  Gray. 

However,  he  has  seemingly 
dropped  the  ball  on  the  most  impor- 
tant pick,  the  first  rounders.  His  first 
round  picks  Marc  Colombo,  Michael 
Haynes,  Rex  Grossman  and  Tommie 
Harris  thus  far  have  done  nothing. 

Granted,  Grossman  and  Haynes 
did  not  get  much  playing  time  last  year 
and  were  inconsistent  at  that.  But  they, 
along  with  Harris,  are  going  to  be 
counted  on  heavily  this  year,- 

The  only  other  way  to  upgrade  a 
team  is  by  signing  free  agents.  And  this 
year,  the  Bears  scored  huge. 

This  year,  though,  the  Bears 
signed  Kansas  City  offensive  tackle 
John  Tait  to  a very  lucrative  contract 
and  then  stole  former  Buffalo  guard 
Reuben  Brown  to  play  next  to  Tait. 

Outside  of  the  heart-stopping  ac- 
quisitions that  have  been  made  this  off- 
season, Angelo  has  botched  this  too. 
His  biggest  name  was  Desmond  Clark 
and  Kordcll  Stewart.  Clark  was  noth- 
ing special  and  Stewart  was,  well,  hor- 
rible, to  put  it  nicely. 

The  only  other  area  left  that 
needed  major  upgrading  was  the  de- 


fensive line. 

Last  year,  the  Bears  were  still  us- 
ing earth  moving  defensive  tackles  like 
Keith  Traylor.  This  year  though,  they 
need  thinner,  more  athletic  lineman.  The 
Bears  are  still  attempting  to  transition 
personnel  that  fit  into  this  system. 

So  the  Bears  went  to  the  NFL  draft 
for  help,  and  they  drafted  three  phe- 
nomenal players.  Defensive  Tackles 
Harris,  drafted  out  of  Oklahoma,  and 
Terry  "Tank”  Johnson,  drafted  out  of 
Washington  and  Defensive  End  Claude 
Harriot,  drafted  out  of  Pittsburg. 

Harriot  might  just  be  the  sack  mas- 
ter the  Bears  are  looking  for  since  Ri- 
chard Dent.  He  had  a bad  senior  year 
in  Pittsburg  due  to  injury.  But  he  is 
bound  to  regain  his  pre-injury  from. 

The  keys  to  success  are  not  as 
simple  as  ‘just  add  water,’  but  they 
should  be  better.  The  question  is,  how 
much  better  do  they  need  to  be  in  or- 
der for  Angelo  to  keep  his  job?  Hav- 
ing Smith  gel  the  Bears  to  the  playoffs 
would  make  him  a God  in  this  city.  But 
another  six  win  season  will  have  ticket 
holders  up  in  arms. 

For  Angelo’s  sake,  it  better  be  .500 
or  better.  Or  else  he  will  be  dancing  his 
way  out  of  town. 

Listen  to  Adam  Fox  and  his  bla- 
tant opinions  on  WJOL  1340,  the  new- 
est sports  radio  show.  Coming  Soon! 


Shake  your  pom-poms  JJC 


by  Adam  Fox 

The  2005  JJC  Cheerlcading  squad 
is  under  way.  And  for  those  girls  that 
have  been  chosen  for  next  year’s  team, 
it  will  take  dedication,  hard  work  and 
lots  of  glitter. 


Jeimica  Steppia 

Photo  by  Adam  Fox 


The  Wolves  held  open  practice  for 
any  man,  woman  or  future  student  on 
Friday  through  Sunday  April  30 -May 

Of  all  the  potential  JJC  Cheerlead- 
ers on  campus,  only  1 0 came  out  to  see 
if  they  have  what  it  takes  for  the  team. 

Jennica  Steppia,  a junior  at 
Minooka  High  School,  was  one  of  the 
many  girls  and  guys  who  came  out  to 
see  if  they  will  be  on  next  years  team. 

"I  am  hoping  it  will  be  easy,  but 
I'm  really  nervous.  I hope  to  make  the 
team,"  Steppia  said. 

Of  the  10  Wolves  who  came  to  the 
tryouts,  only  two  did  not  make  the  team. 

"We  arc  looking  fora  lot  of  people 
to  adapt,"  head  coach  Tiffany 
Minnicks  said. 

Next  year’s  team  will  have  to  be 
able  to  adapt,  dance  and  perform  stunts. 

"The  ability  to  adapt  to  what  we’re 
working  on,  I mentioned  at  the  begin- 
ning, that  we  are  going  to  be  doing  a 
lot  of  stunting,  which  is  at  the  college 
levels,"  said  Minnick. 

Captaining  the  squad  is  sopho- 


more Melissa  Jay.  The  other  returning 
players  are  Kerrie  Ivey,  Tim,  McMahcl, 
Devan  Tutlerow,  Ann  Snyder,  Erin 
Werner,  Darryl  Lloyd,  Ashley  Hall, 
Ashley  Chapman,  Kelli  Izer  and  Jenni- 
fer Brooks. 

One  of  Minnick  goals  is  to  have 
her  squad  ready  for  competition  in 
March  2005. 

"Get  a steady  team  large  enough 
that  we  can  do  a lot  more  dancing  and 
stunting.  We’re  trying  to  go  to  compe- 
tition in  March  2005,"  Minnick  said. 

The  cheerleading  team  is  always 
looking  for  anyone  who  is  willing  to 
try-out. 

Minnick  realizes  that  many  stu- 
dents will  come  and  go  for  different  rea- 

‘ If  there  is  any  interest  in  cheering 
next  year  call  (815)521-1220. 

Minnick,  replaces  fomier  coach  Ed 
Sutter  as  the  new  cheerleading  coach. 
This  is  her  first  year  of  coaching 
cheerleading  at  JJC. 

Minnick  was  unable  to  release  the 
entire  chcerleading  roster  at  press  time. 


. Athletes  of 
the  Year  _H 


Honorable  Mention 


Michal  Vavrek 


Kelly  Pero 

Pero  deserves  this  honor  for  putting  our  Lady  Wolves  basketball 
team  on  the  map.  Pero  averaged  over  20  points  per  game  and  by 
having  a three-point  average  of  45.7%.  Both  of  these  statistics  rank 
her  as  number  five  in  the  NJCAA.  Pero  and  her  teammates  took 
home  third  place  in  the  NJCAA  Division  III  national  tournament.  She 
will  be  attending  the  University  of  St.  Francis  next  year. 


Ninkovich  not  only  makes  this  prestigious  list  due  to  his  veteran 
leadership,  but  for  his  on  field  production.  Ninkovich  broke  the  single 
season  sack  record  with  1 6,  beating  out  JJC  alum  Josh  Chrestman 
who  had  15  sacks  last  season.  Ninkovich  also  displayed  his  agility 
by  deflecting  nine  passes  and  forcing  four  fumbles.  Ninkovich  will  be 
going  to  Purdue  University  this  fall  and  plans  to  convert  to  Tight  End. 
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Steam  lines,  sidewalks  top 
campus  renovation  agenda 


The  heavy  equipment  seen  here  and  around  campus  grounds  are  being  used  to  replace  the  college 's  steam  lines.  The  project  is  part 
of  a larger  ongoing  project  to  improve  the  college  !r  infrastructure.  Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 


By  Martin  Hawrysko 

Since  the  fall  semester  began, 
there  has  been  significant  construction 
in  progress  around  the  main  campus. 
Any  inquisitive  person  has  probably 
noticed  and  has  asked,  “What  the  heck 
is  going  on,  and  why?” 

The  most  noticeable  projects  tak- 
ing place  around  the  campus  are  lo- 
cated outside  the  E.  C and  A-Buildings. 
Outside  those  buildings  students  will 
notice  the  tom  up  landscape  and  holes 
dug  into  the  ground.  Workers  are  re- 
placing all  steam  line  pipes  through- 
out the  entire  campus.  How  do  the 
steam  lines  affect  you  ? If  a major  leak 
were  to  occur  from  one  of  the  pipes,  a 
significant  portion  of  the  campus  most 
likely  would  have  to  be  shut  down, 
causing  inconvenience  for  everybody 
involved  at  the  main  campus. 

According  to  David  Agazzi,  Vice 
President  of  Business  Services,  the 
steam  lines  were  bad  enough  that  a di- 
rect hit  from  a hammer  would  be  enough 
to  break  a single  pipe.  Seaver  Tarulis, 
director  of  the  Physical  Plant,  describes 
the  steam  line  pipes  as  being  nearly 
paper-thin.  Through  the  previous 
seven  years  any  steam  line  piping  that 
experienced  a small  leak  was  patched. 

If  a pipe  continues  to  leak,  energy 
is  lost,  thus  wasting  money.  Through 
the  years,  it  has  become  rather  expen- 
sive to  dig  into  the  ground  and  patch  a 
portion  of  piping,  only  to  repeat  the 
process  shortly  after.  Rather  than  hav- 
ing to  repeat  that  process  again  and 
again,  the  college  decided  to  replace 
all  the  steam  lines,  to  further  allow  more 
efficiency  in  costs  and  usage. 

Students  walking  in  or  out  of  the 
A-Building  have  noticed  workers,  weld- 


ing and  constructing  along  the 
building's  entrance.  The  steam  line  ac- 
tually connects  to  the  A-Building 
above  the  entrance  doors. 

The  steam  lines  also  run  below  the 
E-Building,  into  the  F-Building  en- 
trance to  the  boiler  house,  where  the 
south  parking  lot  surfaces.  In  order  to 
access  the  steam  lines  that  are  under- 
ground, the  sidewalks  had  to  be  tom 


up.  It  was  decided,  while  the  opportu- 
nity was  there,  to  kill  two  birds  with 
one  stone  and  replace  the  old,  cracked 
and  generally  "beat  up"  sidewalks 
while  replacing  the  steam  lines  that 
rested  below  the  sidewalks  leading  to 
the  F-Building  entrance,  making  the  en- 
trance appear  nicer. 

Brick  pavers  were  placed  in  spe- 
cific spots  of  the  entrance  walkway  to 


the  F-Building  to  allow  “architectural 
symmetry"  with  the  D-Building  en- 
trance, according  to  Agazzi.  The  con- 
struction around  the  F-Building  en- 
trance is  about  50  percent  finished.  Still 
in  the  works  is  the  addition  of  a circular 
planter  along  the  walkway  of  the  F- 
Building  entrance,  similar  to  the  one 
along  the  D-Building  entrance. 

With  many  students  using  the  D 


and  F-Buildings  as  their  entrance  into 
the  campus,  the  college  felt  it  was  nec- 
essary to  allow  the  landscaping  and 
area  around  those  entrances  to  appear 
nicer  than  they  previously  had.  In  ad- 
dition, more  streetlights  were  recently 
added  to  the  south  parking  lot  to  make 
it  safer  at  night. 

A common  complaint  from  the 
students  has  always  been  on  parking. 
This  past  summer,  the  college  added  a 
new  500-space  parking  lot  on  the  east 
side  of  the  campus  outside  the  T-build- 
ing. 

According  to  Agazzi,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  that  parking  lot,  not  one  situ- 
ation occurred  through  the  first  two 
weeks  of  the  semester  in  which  a cam- 
pus police  officer  had  to  instruct  stu- 
dents to  park  on  the  grass. 

Once  the  steam  line  replacement 
project  has  concluded,  plans  are  un- 
derway to  improve  transportation  from 
the  parking  lot  to  the  entrances.  Typi- 
cally each  parking  lot  has  an  adjacent 
walking  path  to  allow  students  to  walk 
to  the  entrances  without  having  to 
walk  in  the  actual  parking  lot.  In  order 
to  access  the  walking  paths,  however, 
you  must  walk  through  a t'cw  feet  of 
grass. 

The  college  wants  to  place  "cut- 
ins"  every  several  yards  in  between 
the  walking  paths  and  the  parking  lots. 
This  will  allow  students  to  walk  on  a 
direct  surface  (most  likely  concrete), 
rather  than  getting  their  shoes  dirty 
from  grass,  dirt  or  mud.  Students  park- 
ing in  south  lot  two  may  have  noticed 
the  west  sidewalk  leading  to  the  F- 
Building  entrance  already  has  the  “cut- 

See  Construction  on  page  5 


Elevator  repairs,  necessary  to  meet  ADA 
standards,  create  stairwell  congestion 


By  Andrew  Hnibec 

If  you  have  classes  in  the  J-Build- 
ing,  you  better  have  a pair  of  comfort- 
able shoes. 

Repairs  to  the  J-Building  elevators 
began  Sept.  15,  and  should  be  com- 
pleted by  Nov.  29. 

Many  changes  are  occurring 
around  campus,  but  the  upgrading  of 
the  elevators  is  significant  because 
they  are  over  thirty-years-old  and  have 
become  a concern. 

Upgrades  include  a new  door 
package,  which  will  prevent  the  doors 
from  closing  suddenly,  and  fire  code 
corrections  to  the  walls  within  the  el- 
evator shaft. 

Seaver  Tarulis,  director  of  the 
Physical  Plant  at  JJC.  states  that  the 
project  is  necessary  and  they  are  try- 
ing to  comply  with  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act. 

“Basically  we  are  out  to  meet  ADA 
standards,"  Tarulis  said. 

Although  the  repairs  are  going 
smoothly.  Tarulis  feels  that  the  project 
is  “very  touch  and  go  for  the  next  few 
weeks.” 

The  initial  plan  was  to  begin  work 


on  the  elevators  before  the  fall  semes- 
ter began,  but  because  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois Capital  Development  Board  funds 
the  project,  JJC  was  forced  to  wait  un- 
til they  were  given  the  approval  to  start 
working  on  the  repairs. 

Repairs  will  be  made  on  one  eleva- 
tor at  a time.  Any  students  or  faculty 
needing  to  reach  the  second,  third  or 
fourth  floors  must  take  the  stairs  un- 
less they  have  received  a blue  elevator 
pass. 

The  elevator  pass  is  intended  for 
those  who  have  disabilities  and  are  un- 
able to  use  the  stairs  located  at  the  west 
end  of  the  building. 

Escorts  from  the  Physical  Plant 
and  other  departments  will  be  monitor- 
ing elevator  usage  to  ensure  that  the 
students  with  the  blue  pass  gel  prior- 
ity. 

“We  have  truly  worked  very  hard 
on  communicating  with  the  students 
and  faculty  about  the  importance  of 
allowing  people  who  need  the  elevator 
to  get  the  right  to  use  it  first."  said 
Roxane  Geraci,  director  of  Community 
Relations. 

To  obtain  an  elevator  pass,  you 


can  speak  with  an  employee  at  the  Ser- 
vice Center  Desk  or  the  Campus  Police. 
"If  someone  truly  needs  to  use  the 


elevator  and  does  not  have  a disabil- 
ity, a pass  can  still  be  obtained,"  Geraci 
said. 


PERSPECTIVES 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Register  to  vote, 
take  a stand 

Are  you  registered  to  vote?  If  not,  what  are  you  waiting  for? 
The  deadline  to  register  in  Illinois  for  the  general  election  is  OcL  2. 

While  presidential  hopeful  John  Kerry  looks  to  make  his  new 
address  1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  President  George  Bush 
wants  to  deny  him  that  opportunity,  Illinois  will  also  be  choosing  a 
new  senator  to  replace  Peter  Fitzgerald,  who  is  not  running  for 
another  term  in  office.  Democrat  Barack  Obama,  or  Republican 
Alan  Keyes  will  be  taking  over  an  office  that  has  been  held  by 
Fitzgerald  since  1998. 

With  the  election  dates  approaching  rapidly,  the  opportunity  to 
register  is  getting  slimmer.  Everyone  must  take  a stand  for  what  they 
believe  in,  and  by  voting  you  are  supporting  causes  that  may  affect 
us  for  the  rest  of  our  lives. 

There  are  many  ways  to  register  to  vote.  You  can  register  here 
at  JJC  on  Sept.  28, 29  and  Oct.  5 on  the  bridge,  at  the  Department 
of  Motor  Vehicles  located  behind  Menards  off  of  Jefferson  St.  in 
Joliet,  online  at  various  websites  such  as  RocktheVole.com  or 
Declareyourself.com.  Show  an  interest  in  your  country  and  state. 


The  Blazer  staff 
welcomes  everyone 
back  to  campus  for 
another  school  year. 

Here’s  hoping  everyone 
has  a tremendous 
semester. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

The  new  look  of  democracy 


Aug.  29th,  2004  will  forever  be 
known  as  a monumental  day  for  De- 
mocracy. On  the  eve  of  the  Republican 
National  Convention,  protesters 
swarmed  the  streets  in  anger  of  Bush 
and  his  crooked  regime. 

According  to  mcnotwelcome.org 
website,  "When  the  vote  does  not 
place  in  power  those  who  represent  the 
will  of  the  people,  democracy  must  be 
taken  to  the  streets.” 

According  to  CNN,  the  massive 
demonstration  was  organized  by  the 
United  for  Peace  and  Justice  Organiza- 
tion, who  "predicted  as  many  as 
250,000  demonstrators,”  The  leaders  of 
the  movement  were  quite  shocked 
when  the  actual  numbers  swelled  to 
over  half  a million.  According  to  USA 
Today.  “The  protests  were  believed  to 
be  the  largest  ever  at  a U.S.  political 
convention." 

In  a previous  ruling  passed  by  the 
State  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  UFPJ 
was  denied  their  right  of  assembly  to 
peacefully  demonstrate  in  Central  Park. 
The  Court  told  the  organization  they 
could  not  hold  the  protest  because  it 
would,  as  CNN  states,  “damage  the 
lawns."  How  could  this  laughable  ex- 
cuse be  spoken  by  a board  of  legisla- 
tion? A "little  known”  document  called 
the  Constitution  states  that  "Congress 
shall  make  no  law  . . . abridging ...  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  as- 
semble.” It  is  pathetic  that  citizens’ 
constitutional  rights  were  sacrificed  for 
grass.  Grass  can  grow  back! 

However,  the  attempt  to  rally  was 
not  in  vain.  UFPJ  was  permitted  by  the 
city  to  demonstrate  in  Manhattan.  Be- 
ginning at  1 4th  Street  and  7th  Avenue, 
the  protesters  marched  past  Madison 
Square  Garden  (the  sight  of  the  RNC), 
turned  onto  34th  Street,  and  marched 
down  to  Union  Square  via  Fifth  Av- 
enue and  Broadway.  Later  in  the  day 
they  congregated  in  Central  Park  as  an 
act  of  defiance.  UFPJ  stated,  “Many 
thousands  of  individuals  and  hun- 
dreds of  groups  [over  360]  - anti-war, 
civil  rights,  immigrant,  religious,  labor, 
feminist,  environmental,  and  many 
: planning  to  participate  in  this 
demonstration.”  Participate  indeed!  A 
CNN  reporter  stated,  “Never  has  the 
liberal  movement  been  so  united  in  its 
demand  for  change  since  the  Vietnam 
War." 

Some  famous  faces  were  seen 
among  the  crowds,  such  as  Reverend 
Jesse  Jackson  and  Michael  Moore. 
Moore  addressed  a crowd  of  thou- 
sands, stating,  “We  are  the  majority... 
a majority  of  this  country  never  voted 
for  this  administration." 

The  roaring  masses  marched  to 


the  beating  of  drums.  They  carried 
signs  like  Mission  NOT  Accomplished, 
Terror  Alert:  Bush  in  New  York  City,  I 
Don't  Have  to  Like  Bush  to  Love  My 
Country,  and  Let’s  Start  a Democracy. 
A head  of  Mr.  Bush  was  carried  by  pro- 
testers that  spewed  words  like  war,  lies, 
and  greed  from  the  mouth , Chants  ech- 
oed through  the  streets.  Protesters 
shouted  phrases  like,  “Hey,  hey!  Ho, 
ho!  George  Bush  has  got  to  go!”  and 
“Fox  News  sucks!"  One  protester  bel- 
lowed through  a megaphone.  “Show 
me  what  Democracy  looks  like!"  Thou- 
sands of  protesters  screamed  back: 
“This  is  what  Democracy  looks  like!” 
Protesters  also  carried  coffin-shaped 
boxes  draped  with  American  flags  in  a 
symbolic  display  of  U.S.  troops  killed 
in  Bush's  war. 

It  is  important  for  the  American 
People  to  see  the  significance  of  this 
protest.  Half  a million  people  with  dif- 
ferent backgrounds,  religions,  ideals, 
and  cultural  experiences  united  to- 
gether in  a common  cause.  It  was  cru- 
cial that  their  constitutional  rights  were 
upheld,  instead  of  being  discarded  like 
rubbish  in  a wastebasket. 

The  protesters  were  not  afraid  to 
take  a stand.  The  mcnotwelcome.org 
website  states,  “We  have  witnessed 
two  unjust  wars,  at  least  one  American 
life  lost  each  day  overseas,  a depressed 
economy,  the  collapse  of  the  dollar,  $87 
billion  to  boost  war  profiteering,  the 
closing  of  our  firehouses,  a health-care 
crisis,  millions  of  children  being  left 
behind,  and  now  this.  We  say. 
Enough'." 

No  violence  was  reported;  as  it 
should  have  been!  If  the  protesters 
used  violence  instead  of  their  message 
of  peace  and  justice,  a serious  contra- 
diction would  have  occurred.  The  pub- 
lic would  see  them  in  a negative  light, 
damaging  the  image  of  the  protest. 
Accbrding  to  USA  Today,  “More  than 
1,800  people  were  arrested  during  con- 
vention-related protests."  Out  of  the 
half  a million  attendants,  that  number 
was  quite  low! 

Considering  the  massive  numbers 
in  the  streets,  the  GOP  was  not  well 
received.  In  a heinous  attempt  to  use 
9/1 1 for  campaign  agenda,  the  Repub- 
licans held  their  convention  in  New 
York.  Two  protesters  broke  into  the 
convention  hall  (Bush  looked  clearly 
shaken  by  the  incident).  According  to 
USA  Today,  “Organizers  of  Sunday’s 
massive  demonstration  held  a candle- 
light vigil  during  Bush’s  speech.” 

After  an  agonizing  four  years,  this 
country  needs  to  wake  up,  especially 
the  young  people!  Young  people  need 
to  realize  they  have  the  power  to  change 
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things;  the  future  of  America  rests  in 
their  hands,  not  with  the  Neo-Conser- 
vatives in  the  fortress  of  Washington. 
This  election  year  will  be  the  most  im- 
portant one  in  America’s  history.  If 
young  people  unite  against  Mr.  Bush 
(like  the  protesters  have  done), 
America  has  the  chance  for  a better 
future. 

In  the  eyes  of  Republicans  and 
Neo-Conservatives,  the  protesters  will 
no  doubt  be  branded  as  anarchists  and 
poor  ‘misguided’  leftists.  It  is  unfortu- 
nate that  Mr.  Bush  covered  his  eyes  to 
the  Democracy  in  action  that  took 
place  in  the  streets  of  New  York.  Ameri- 
cans were  not  given  freedom  on  a plate 
of  fine  china  from  England;  they  had 
to  take  it!  Four  years  without  freedom 
is  far  too  long.  On  Nov.  2nd,  we  must 
take  Freedom  back! 

Log  on  to  declareyourself.com  to 
download  your  voter  registration  pa- 
pers. With  action  and  courage,  we  can 
make  history  in  this  election. 

Ian  Wright 

JJC  student 

Former 
Blazer  editor 
encourages 
participation  in 
student  paper 

Dear  Editors, 

Let  me  first  start  off  and  wish  the 
new  staff  members  of  the  Blazer  good 
luck  with  everything  they  will  encoun- 
ter this  fall  semester. 

With  the  steadfast  guidance  of 
adviser,  Mr.  Marcink,  and  with  the  as- 
sistance from  experienced  editors, 
those  new  to  the  newspaper  business 
will  feel  confident  with  their  own  work 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

I strongly  encourage  new  students 
and  other  members  of  the  JJC  commu- 
nity to  become  involved  with  the  cam- 
pus newspaper  in  any  way  possible. 
The  skills  and  experience  gained  will 
aid  you  in  years  to  come.  And  to  those 
continuing  to  write  again  this  semes- 
ter, I encourage  you  to  explore  new 
beats  to  report  on-  whether  it  is  the  JJC 
police  department,  student  government 
or  culinary  arts  department.  The  Blazer 
certainly  allows  a creative  cutlet  for 
everyone  to  plug  into. 

Besides  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
one’s  own  work  get  published,  many 
lasting  friendships  are  guaranteed  to 
develop  over  the  months  to  come, 
while  working  for  the  paper. 

At  last,  I have  personally  wit- 
nessed the  Blazer  gradually  improve 
from  the  dark  ages  in  a closet  sized  of- 
fice to  the  current  staff  of  hard  work- 
ing students  that  will  do  everything 
they  can  to  keep  JJC  well  informed. 
Keep  up  the  hard  work  and  I will  be 
looking  forward  to  future  issues  for 
years  to  come. 

Brian  Delaney, 

Former  Blazer  Editor  & JJC  "alum”, 

N.I.U.  journalism  student 


Students  interested  in  working  for  the 
Blazer  should  email  the  editors  at 
blazermail@jjc.edu  or  call  280-2607.  or 
2313. 


September  22,  2004 


BRIEFS/READER  OPINION 


page  3 


“Rhetorical  Choices: 

A Town  Hall  Meeting 
on  the  Teaching  of  Writing’ 
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At  Governors  State  University! 
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BRIEFS 

Food  Service  Swipe  Cards 

You  can  now  purchase  a 
Foodservice  swipe  card  from  JJC's 
cafeteria  for  a one-time  fee  of  $50 
andand  refills  in  $25  increments. 

For  details  contact  Melanie 
Boetto  at  280-2832 

National  Collegiate  Alcohol 
Awareness  Week 

The  National  Collegiate  Alco- 
hol Awareness  Week  is  taking  place 
the  week  of  Oct.  18.  If  you  are  inter- 
ested in  taking  part  in  JJC  Squares 
on  Oct.  21 , call  Pam  Dilday  at  exten- 
sion 2202  to  volunteer.  Nine  people 
are  needed  to  answer  questions  for 
student  competitors.  The  games  will 
be  held  at  1 1 a.m.  and  12  p.m.,  with 
nine  volunteers  needed  for  each 
game.  Questions  are  related  to  al- 
cohol, drunken  driving,  statistics 
related  to  use  and  more. 

Student  Emergency  Fund 

To  date,  $4.8 1 8 has  been  raised 
for  this  worthy  fund.  Sixty  employ- 
ees have  contributed  to  the  fund, 
with  19  people  contributing  through 
ongoing  payroll  deduction.  All  do- 
nations are  tax  deductible  and  will 
be  utilized  for  the  Student  Emer- 
gency Fund.  To  obtain  forms,  call 
ext  2201. 

Theatre  Season  Tickets 

You  can  now  buy  theatre  tick- 
ets for  the  new  season:  They  are 
only  $8  for  faculty  and  staff  and  $3 
for  JJC  students.  Purchase  sub- 
scriptions or  single  tickets  at  the 
Theatre  box  office  located  in  the 
lobby  of  first  floor  K building.  Box 
Office  Hours  until  Oct.  1 are  MWF 
10a.rn.-l  p.m.  and  TR  12:15-1  p.m. 


Question  of  the  issue 

What  should  be  the  next  step  in  the  war  on  terror? 


Howl 

yOUf 


“I  think  we  should  incorporate  an 
anti-terrorism  curriculum  into  our 
educational  system. " 

- Stacy  Black,  Pre-pharmacy 


"Let  the  troops  come  home. " 

- Dane  Gum,  Business 
Management 


"/  think  they  should  do  what  they 
have  to  do  and  leave. " 

- Amanda  Haldorson,  Nursing 


“I  don't  think  we  should  be  in  Iraq. " 

- Kyle  Wattles,  Business 
Management 

Photos  by  Jim  Allocco  mid  Andrew  limbec 


"I  think  we  need  to  get  out  and 
head  back  home." 

- Candace  Hinton,  Business 


‘We  need  to  find  the  heart  of  the 
problems  to  end  terrorism.  Also, 
we  need  to  find  the  location  of 
terror  cells  around  the  world. " 

- Roger  Brown 


Join  eminent  scholarsiDeborah  Holdstein,  Keith'Gilyard 


and  Charles  Schuster  for 


evening,sJforum 


onCof  higher  education’s  most 


challenging  topics:  the  teachlrigTofjwriting 
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Student  Government 
begins  fall  semester 
with  new  officers 


By  Meta  Machulis 

Sometimes  it  probably  seems 
mundane  to  spend  your  life  going  to 
classes,  doing  homework  and  working. 
It  may  even  feel  like  you  aren’t  making 
the  most  of  your  college  experience. 
You  might  wonder  if  there  is  a way  to 
make  a difference  in  this  school  and 
meet  new  people,  even  if  you  don’t 
have  the  special  interests  required  for 
many  clubs.  Well,  here’s  some  good 
news  for  you:  You  can  do  all  this  and 
more  by  getting  involved  in  the  JJC 
Student  Government. 

According  to  its  Constitution,  the 
Student  Government’s  purpose  is  "to 
provide  an  opportunity  for  student 
leadership,  education  and  a vehicle 
through  which  students  may  maintain 
sound  communication  with  State  Lead- 
ers, Students,  Board  of  Trustees,  Ad- 
ministration, Faculty  and  Support 
Staff." 

Anissa  Jones,  Student  Govern- 
ment Advisor,  believes  the  opportunity 
to  be  a leader  in  any  area  is  beneficial 
not  only  to  others  but  also  to  one’s 
self. 

"I  think  it’s  important  for  students 
to  understand  how  their  school  oper- 
ates, [and]  who  are  the  people  at  the 
institution  who  can  help  them — not  to 
mention  that  [Student  Government  ser- 
vice] looks  great  on  a rdsumd!"  Jones 

Student  Government  members  ore 
involved  in  activities  such  as  “Lobby 
Day,”  during  which  members  go  down- 
state  and  lobby  to  congressional  lead- 
ers for  the  needs  of  our  college.  Mem- 
bers also  attend  conferences  and  have 
participated  in  training  with  peer  men- 
tors and  resident  assistants,  which  help 
the  members  to  bond  as  student  lead- 
ers and  gain  the  resources  needed  to 
help  new  students.  The  Student  Gov- 


ernment speaks  regularly  to  JJC’s  Board 
of  Trustees  and  Administration  and  has 
input  in  any  problems  and  issues  that 
may  arise. 

Committees  in  the  Student  Gov- 
ernment include  the  Academic  Stan- 
dards Committee,  Technology  Plan- 
ning Committee,  Code  of  Conduct 
Committee  and  Academic  Quality  Im- 
provement Plan  (AQIP). 

Each  committee  has  a different 
purpose.  For  example,  the  Technology 
Planning  Committee  (TPC)  is  respon- 
sible for  distributing  funding  for  tech- 
nological needs  where  students  are 
concerned,  such  as  the  Cyber  Caf6. 
Other  committees  may  also  evolve. 

"For  instance,”  Jones  says,  "out 
of  the  TCP.  the  l.D.  Task  Force  Com- 
mittee was  formed,  and  that  group  is 
going  to  look  at  the  implications  and 
benefits  of  having  picture  I.D.’s.” 

Wondering  if  you  have  to  be  a fu- 
ture politician  to  participate  in  the  Stu- 
dent Government? 

"Absolutely  not."  Jones  states. 
“We  want  representation  from  any  and 
all  students.  It’s  not  about  politics;  it’s 
about  understanding  how  your  school 
operates." 

Student  Government  open  meet- 
ings are  held  every  Thursday  at  3 p.m. 
in  the  Office  of  Student  Activities  (H- 
1015  on  the  bridge). 

There  arc  many  positions  in  the 
Student  Government,  and  there  is  no 
limit  on  the  number  of  Student  Body 
Representative  positions.  Student 
Government  members  typically  serve 
for  a full  school  year  (two  semesters), 
although  it  is  realized  that  some  stu- 
dents may  not  be  able  to  serve  a full 
year.  Anyone  interested  in  joining  can 
stop  by  the  Student  Government  of- 
fice in  H- 10 1 5 A and  pick  up  an  applica- 
tion. 


2004-2005  officers: 

President 

Jim  Nugent 

Vice  President 

Letesha  Traylor 

Secretary 

Lauren  Maglosky 

Promotions/Programming 

Peggy  Clauss 

Promotions/Programming, 

ID  Task  Force  Representative 

Margaret  Boehle 

TPC  Representative 

Brad  Kenaga 

Centennial  Commons  Representative 

Aaron  Reed 

Academic  Standards  Representative 

Michelle  Lorenzen 

CCC  Representative 

Nathan  Isaacson 


Honors  program  looking 
to  boost  its  membership 


By  Jim  Allocco 

Despite  consistent  efforts  to  keep 
people  informed  about  the  numerous 
clubs  and  organizations  JJC  has  to  of- 
fer, many  students  fail  to  notice  most 
or  all  of  the  clubs  they  may  be  inter- 
ested in.  The  JJC  Honors  Program  is 
realizing  that  problem. 

Although  there  are  many  eligible 
students  for  the  program  and  it  has 
plenty  of  benefits,  many  deserving  stu- 
dents are  unaware  there  is  an  Honors 
Program  here  on  campus. 

"Most  of  the  students  that  qualify 
for  the  Honors  Program  don't  even  re- 
alize that  it  exists,"  says  Kathleen 
Rundle,  student  secretary  for  the  JJC 
Honors  Program. 

At  about  70  students,  the  program 
has  already  seen  a significant  increase 
in  members  since  last  year,  but  four  of 
the  six  proposed  Honors  classes  did 
not  receive  sufficient  enrollment  this 
semester. 

"It  is  difficult  to  get  students’ 
schedules  to  coincide,”  says  John 
Schroeder,  Honors  Program  coordina- 
tor, ‘That’s  why  the  majority  of  stu- 
dents take  in-course  Honors  classes.” 

In-course  Honors  classes  allow 
students  to  receive  Honors  credits  by 
doing  some  extra  work  in  a regular  class. 

Professor  John  Griffis,  whose 
Honors  Ecological  Conservation 
course  was  changed  to  a regular  course 
this  semester,  says  thai  in  the  past,  his 
in-course  Honors  students  have  done 


outside  research  on  Illinois  prairies  and 
even  collected  data  around  campus.  For 
instance,  one  student  researched  pol- 
lution indexes  in  the  creek. 

"The  Honors  students  go  a step 
further,”  he  says. 

For  Honors  students,  extra  work 
is  usually  not  viewed  in  a negative  way. 

“Honors  students  don’t  screw 
around,"  says  Honors  student  Ian 
Wright,  “They  get  down  to  the  dirty 
work  and  get  things  done.” 

Contrary  to  the  stereotypes 
people  may  have  of  the  Honors  Pro- 
gram, Schroeder  says,  "Honors  stu- 
dents are  not  necessarily  eggheads. 
They  are  intellectually  aware,  full  of  life 
emotionally,  aesthetically  and  even 
morally  and  are  willing  to  argue  con- 
troversial issues.  They  are  people  that 
would  like  to  make  a difference  with 
their  lives.” 

All  Honors  students  are  eligible 
to  participate  in  Honors  Forums  and 
Colloquiums  where  they  learn  and  dis- 
cuss current  issues  they  find  interest- 
ing or  important.  Some  of  the  upcom- 
ing events  include  an  Oct.  16  Forum 
on  World  Food  Day,  where  they  will 
receive  a telecast  prompted  to  Honors 
programs  around  the  country  and  dis- 
cuss rates  of  malnutrition  and  its  de- 
velopment around  the  world  and  an 
Oct.  28  Forum  on  the  country’s  upcom- 
ing elections. 

Honors  students  are  also  eligible 
for  several  scholarships  and  priority 


registration.  “Honors  students  have 
free  access  to  the  honors  lounge,  lock- 
ers and  study  area,”  adds  Rundle. 

Students  have  found  the  lounge  a 
good  place  to  get  to  know  each  other 
and  make  friends. 

“In  recent  years,  the  program  has 
also  become  a social  outlet  for  its  mem- 
bers," says  Rundle. 

Honors  classes  aren’t  typical 
classes.  “It’s  like  you’re  hanging  out 
with  your  friends,"  Rundle  says. 

Bobette  Wolescnsky,  who  cur- 
rently teaches  Honors  Speech,  agrees. 

"The  beauty  of  the  Honors  classes 
is  that  the  students  get  to  know  each 
other  in  a different  way  and  environ- 
ment,” says  Wolesensky. 

That  is  not  all.  "A  great  deal  of  the 
program  is  designed  and  run  by  stu- 
dents,” Schroeder  says.  Right  now  the 
student  advisory  committee  is  work- 
ing on  another  forum. 

For  students  willing  to  make  the 
commitment,  the  Honors  program  might 
pay  off,  but  some  students  are  turned 
away  by  the  difficulty  of  qualifying  for 
Honors. 

“In  general,  all  Honors  students 
must  have  an  overall  GPA  of  about  3.5,” 
says  Schroeder. 

Any  students  interested  in  the  JJC 
Honors  Program  are  always  welcome 
to  stop  by  the  office  in  C-2002  or  call 
extension  2523.  Applications  are  also 
available. 
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Traffic  an  on-going  campus  concern 


By  Randal  Donley 

In  most  areas  on  campus,  there  are 
things  placed  that  tell  students,  staff, 
and  visitors  what  to  do,  and  where  to 
follow.  For  instance,  there  are  the  or- 
ange construction  cones  that  restrict 
vehicles  to  a certain  direction,  and 
signs  beckoning  where  to  park  and 
where  not  to  park.  Thus,  campus  po- 
lice are  stationed  on  every  campus 
roadway,  directing  you  where  to  go. 

This  year,  due  to  the  high  number 
of  students  driving  to  school,  much  of 
the  student  body  is  finding  itself  more 
stressed  over  beating  the  morning  traf- 
fic then  in  their  academic  schedules. 

“We  have  nearly  14,000  students 
who  commute,”  says  Commander 
Melvin  Cornelius  of  the  Joliet  Junior 
College  Police  Department  (JJCPD). 
“When  the  new  semester  starts,  we're 
looking  at  a lot  of  traffic.  But  in  a few 
weeks  you’ll  see  that  traffic  is  reduced, 
and  students  can  aim  to  park  closer  to 
their  classes.” 

In  an  effort  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  heavy  traffic  flow,  campus  police  di- 
rect morning  drivers  by  what  they  call 
“event  style  parking”  which  keeps  stu- 
dents moving  the  most  efficient  way 
possible. 

“In  the  morning,  the  J-parking  lot 
isn’t  closed,  it  just  gets  full.  So  what 
we  have  to  do  is  direct  students  to  an- 
other parking  lot  so  things  don’t  get 
backed  up,”  says  Cornelius.  “If  we 
stopped  directing  traffic,  there  are  car 
collisions,  students  fighting  in  parking 
lots,  and  traffic  can  get  backed  up  to  I- 
80.” 

According  to  Cornelius,  -there 
aren’t  a lot  of  reported  complaints  on 
student  fights,  but  much  of  that  is  due 
to  the  organization  of  morning  traffic 
control  and  the  improvements  made 
over  the  summer  in  preparation  for  the 
new  semester. 

In  the  month  of  August,  just  a 


week  before  the  new  semester,  a new 
east  parking  lot  was  set  opened  on  cam- 
pus near  the  T-Building. 

“I  consider  it  very  fortunate  that 
we  have  a new  east  lot,"  says 
Cornelius.  “As  far  as  I’m  concerned 
(from  recent  rumors  around  campus),  I 
haven’t  heard  any  recent  proposals  to 
expand  the  parking  lot.” 

Although  JJC  isn’t  going  to  be 
putting  in  extra  parking  spaces  anytime 
soon,  more  improvements  have  been 
made  to  help  out  some  of  past  issues 
such  as  the  number  traffic  violations. 

Within  the  month  of  August,  the 
JJCPD  staff  has  placed  extra  signage 
around  campus,  and  also  relocated 
some  of  the  older  signage  into  better 
locations  where  they  are  more  visible 
to  drivers. 

“I  think  the  amount  of  violations 
have  been  reduced  to  the  changes 
we’ve  made,”  says  Cornelius  about  the 
signage.  "In  the  first  couple  weeks  we 
don’t  want  to  go  handing  out  tickets 
left  and  right.  We  want  to  speak  with 
the  students,  and  try  to  make  them  un- 
derstand where  we’re  coming  from. 
We’ll  usually  give  students  a warning, 
but  after  two  weeks  we  become  more 
ticket  oriented  on  campus.” 

Campus  speed  limits  are  very  simi- 
lar to  the  traffic  outlines  through  the 
city  of  Joliet.  The  speed  limits  for  the 
main  campus  roadways  is  30  miles  per 
hour,  unless  otherwise  posted,  15  mph 
in  the  parking  lots,  and  5 mph  in  desig- 
nated fire  zones. 

There  are  a few  ways  to  avoid 
speeding  tickets. 

“Some  recommendations  I would 
make  are  leave  early  and  understand 
that  the  police  officers  are  doing  their 
jobs,  and  what  we  do  is  for  the  better- 
ment of  everybody,”  says  Cornelius. 

Cornelius  said  speeding  can  en- 
danger the  officers,  too. 

“It  becomes  dangerous  for  us  and 


the  other  drivers,”  he  says. 

According  to  the  JJCPD’s  mission 
statement  on  their  website,  their  goal 
is  to  provide  a safe  learning,  teaching 
and  working  environment. 

"Enforcement  is  not  our  primary 
obligation.  We  try  to  get  involved  with 
student  groups  and  make  things  run 
as  smoothly  as  possible.  This  includes 
helping  everyone  be  safe,”  says 
Cornelius.  “If  (students)  are  looking 
for  improvements,  I would  recommend 
going  to  their  student  government  or 
even  the  board  of  trustees.  I say  don't 
be  a part  of  the  problem,  be  a part  of 
the  solution." 

Traffic  fines: 
What  they 
can  cost  you 

Blow  a stop  sign?  Park  on 
the  grass?  If  so,  expect  to  pay 
up  to  $150  or  more,  and  that’s 
within  1 5 days.  Here’s  the  most 
common  violations: 

Registration/parking 

$10 

Handicapped  parking 

$150 

Visitor  parking 

$20 

Fire  hydrant/fire  lane 

$25 

Speeding 

varies 


By  LISA  CHENEY  c«u-t>0'ectiv\j tkciMon  on  my  port,  bui  its  btwu  rosily 

Local  college  student  Eric  Peterson  recently  nice  lor  us  to  spend  more  time  together.”  Peterson 

announced  that  he’s  entered  a committed  was  apparently  unaware  of  Free  Checking  from 

relationship — w ith  himself.  Peterson  vehemently  Washington  Mutual.  It’s  an  account  with  no  monthly 

iknuucl  rumens  Lluil  the  two  wen;  tilting  — — — — — — Ices  and  the  option  to  add  Deluxe 

otlter  people.  “Were  totally  committed  U}Ve*V€  fUTVer  like  Irce  online  hill  pay  And 

to  each  other.  We’ve  never  been  , , . he  could  have  gotten  Free  Checking 

happier.’*  When  asked  what  prompted  OCCn  floppier.  jug(  ^ visituig  a Washington  Mutual 
the  campus  heart thmb  to  take  himself  ■-  Financial  Center,  then  signed  up  for 

off  the  market,  he  chalked  il  up  in  Urge  part  to  his  online  bill  pay  at  warn  acorn,  "Dang.”  satd  Peterson, 

cut  rent  lUaiKtal  situation,  claiming  that  monthly  “if  I had  known  about  Free  Checking  Deluxe,  my 

feed  from  his  cheeking  account  were  making  it  too  current  daiinu  situation  would  be  different.  I probably 

expensive  lor  him  to  date  around.  "It  was  partly  a wouldn't  have  settled  down  with  someone  so  *nmi  " 


FREE  CHECKING  DELUXE  El  Washington  Mutual 

1-800- 788-TDOO  HO*  HUMAN  liTEBtST  pocked 


Area  college  student  dating  self 

THINGS  ABE  REALLY  STARTING  TO  HEAT  UP 


£Wr  Peterson,  top,  has  otm  of  many  romantic  dinners  vilh  himself  at  ifteir  favorite  reUauranl. 


Tliition  costs  rise  as 
state  funding  drops 


By  Beth  Carrington 

JJC's  increased  enrollment  size  has 
certainly  left  students  feeling  the  de- 
crease of  state  funds.  Without  seeking 
a tax  increase  through  a referendum, 
which  would  effect  local  taxpayers,  "We 
have  sought  alternative  solutions  to 
deal  with  this  growth  and  the  decrease 
in  funding,"  says  Board  Chairman  Jeff 
May. 

With  the  help  of  the  board  and 
administration.  May  has  developed  a 
four-point-plan  to  help  meet  the  needs 
of  over  13,000  credit  seeking  students 
and  over  17,000  non-credit  seeking  stu- 
dents. Along  with  the  plan  to  help  uti- 
lize all  of  the  college  to  cut  costs,  there 
has  been  some  slight  tuition  increases 
for  all  JJC  students  to  make  up  for  the 
state’s  lack  of  funding. 

Originally  this  past  summer,  JJC 
residents  were  being  charged  $60.50  per 
credit  hour.  Recently,  for  this  fall  se- 
mester, JJC  residents  were  charged  an 


extra$7.50per credit  hour,  bringing  the 
total  tuition  cost  to  $68  per  credit  hour. 
The  increase  was  due  to  higher  cost 
increases  in  areas  like  academic  sup- 
port, student  services,  operations/ 
maintenance,  independent  operations 
(districts  bookstore  and  health  insur- 
ance), institutional  support,  and  gen- 
eral admission. 

Even  though  the  tuition  has  in- 
creased, JJC  students  still  support  their 
school.  "I  feel  the  tuition  increase  is 
kind  of  fair  because  compared  to  a uni- 
versity, the  cost  isn’t  nearly  as  expen- 
sive," says  second-year  student  Tenia 
Carver. 

JJC  students  should  hopefully 
count  on  the  current  tuition  costs  for 
next  semester  to  stay  the  same.  “As  of 
right  now  the  cost  is  staying  the 
same,"  says  Registration  worker  Kosa 
Salazar,  “However,  it  could  end  up  be- 
ing a last  minute  change  like  last  se- 
mester. It's  ultimately  up  to  the  board." 


Construction 

Continued  from  page  1 


ins"  between  the  walking  path  and  park- 
ing lot.  The  sidewalk,  east  of  south  lot 
one,  which  leads  to  the  V-Building,  also 
has  the  "cut-ins”  every  several  feet. 

Around  this  time  next  year,  the  col- 
lege will  be  replacing  the  chilled  water 
piping,  which  is  now  behind  the  B- 
Building.  The  current  system  is  at  least 
30-years-old,  and  10-years  out  of  date, 
according  to  TaruJis.  Tire  new  system 
will  include  three  chillers,  rather  than 
the  five  currently  in  use.  Using  three 
chillers,  in  three  different  locations 
should  be  more  efficient,  in  usage  and 
costs.  Again,  the  ground  outside  the  A 
and  T-Butldings  will  be  tom  up,  to  ac- 
commodate the  process. 

The  construction  going  on  at  the 
main  campus  is  extensive.  A lot  of 
smaller  projects  have  been  completed, 
are  currently  in  progress  or  will  begin 
shortly.  For  example,  the  cafeteria  win- 
dows will  be  replaced  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. Currently,  the  J elevators  are  be- 
ing upgraded,  and  will  be  until  mid- 
November.  The  other  elevators 
throughout  the  main  campus  have  been 


upgraded.  The  domestic  water  heat- 
ing system  is  currently  being  worked 
on,  but  isn’t  a visible  project. 

Another  small  project  that  re- 
cently was  concluded  was  the  exterior 
sign  phase.  Many  directional  signs 
around  the  campus  have  either  been 
added  or  improved  around  the  en- 
trances and  parkways  to  communicate 
better  with  students  and  guests. 

How  exactly  is  the  college  paying 
for  the  on-going  construction?  Ac- 
cording to  Agazzi,  a bond  was  issued 
in  September  of  2003,  for  $9.7  million. 
The  bond  will  be  paid  back  over  a 10- 
year  period  through  school  revenues. 
The  total  budget  for  the  campus  con- 
struction is  $5,890,600.  Agazzi  states 
that  the  college  will  be  able  to  stay 
within  that  range  without  going  over. 

At  this  point,  the  major  construc- 
tion projects  should  be  concluded  by 
2006  or  early  2007.  As  Tarulis  slated, 
the  college  hopefully  will  look  a lot  dif- 
ferent a few  years  from  now,  in  com- 
parison from  a few  years  ago. 
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funds  running  dry? 
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Adam  Heidenreich  joins  English  staff 


Despite  improvements.  Centennials  Commons  continues  to  face  obstacles. 

Photo  by  staff 


By  Jim  Allocco 

Low  occupancy  this  semester  at 
Centennial  Commons  recently 
prompted  bondholders  for  the  Centen- 
nial Commons  to  request  a loan  from 
JJC,  but  the  college  has  denied  the  re- 
quest. 

Centennial  Commons  is  the  stu- 
dent housing  complex  located  on  the 
southeast  end  of  campus.  According 
to  JJC  President  J.D.  Ross,  the  request 
for  a loan  had  to  be  denied  because 
community  colleges  are  restricted  un- 
der slate  law  from  funding  student 
housing. 

Occupancy  at  the  facility  dropped 
this  year  after  Century  Campus  Hous- 
ing Management,  which  operates  the 
facility,  instituted  stricter  guidelines  for 
tenants.  These  guidelines  included  ex- 
tensive background  checks  as  well  as 
credit  checks  on  potential  students  or 
their  parents. 

State  law  restricts  community  col- 


leges from  owning  student  housing 
complexes,  so  the  property  is  owned 
by  Foundation  Housing  LLC,  a corpo- 
ration created  by  Joliet  Junior  College 
Foundation,  a private  group  of  boost- 
ers who  raise  funds  for  the  college. 

Centennial  Commons  is  operated 
by  Century  Campus  Housing  Manage- 
ment, a company  that  manages  student 
housing  in  several  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. The  company,  based  in  Texas,  has 
a 15-year  contract  to  operate  the  com- 
plex. 

Centennial  Commons  was  opened 
in  the  fall  of  2002.  It  was  plagued  by 
crime  in  its  first  year.  Century  Campus 
instituted  some  changes  last  year  that 
had  a positive  effect,  but  several  inci- 
dents were  still  reported. 

The  more  extensive  background 
checks  put  into  effect  this  year  have 
had  a greater  positive  effect,  school 
officials  say.  But  the  loss  of  residents 
has  caused  a financial  problem. 


By  Stephanie  Lyman 

A good  teacher  motivates  a stu- 
dent. However,  for  first  year  English 
teacher  Adam  Heidenreich,  that  wasn’t 
the  case.  It  was  a few  bad  eggs  that 
motivated  him  to  become  the  English 
professor  that  he  is  today. 

“Teachers  are  very  important.  My 
wanting  to  teach  is  a combination  of 
my  desire  to  continue  my  own  research 
and  writing  while  serving  the  commu- 
nity and  making  a difference  in  stu- 
dents' lives,”  Heidenreich  said. 

“Oh,”  he  laughed,  “and  I do  it  for 
the  money." 

Heidenreich  (also  known  as  “Mr. 
H”)  is  as  new  as  they  get,  having 
started  just  this  August.  But  he  is  not 
inexperienced.  A graduate  of  Wheel- 
ing High  School,  Heidenreich  went  on 
to  receive  his  Bachelor’s  degree  in  En- 
glish at  the  University  of  Iowa.  He  then 
went  on  to  receive  his  Master’s  at 
Roosevelt  University,  where  he  then 
taught  for  seven  years.  A smaller  class- 
room size  and  a smaller  campus  are  two 
good  reasons  why  he  made  the  switch 
from  university  to  junior  college  life. 

“I  like  the  feeling  of  belonging  to 
a community,  and  junior  college  has 
that  sort  of  atmosphere,"  Heidenreich 
explained. 

Right  now  his  class  schedule  con- 
sists of  two  sections  of  English  101  and 
two  sections  of  English  102,  in  which 
he  covers  a wide  areay  of  topics.  Hop- 
ing that  his  students  become  “engaged 
in  what  we’re  talking  about,” 
Heidenreich  usually  tries  to  keep  things 
light  by  bringing  a sense  of  humor  to 
the  classroom. 

"One  of  the  things  that  got  my  at- 
tention is  the  including  of  ‘humor’  in 
the  listing  of  JJC’s  Core  Values.  You 
just  wouldn’t  find  that  at  the  univer- 
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English  instructor  Adam  Heidenreich  joined  the  JJC  staff  because  he  enjoys  the  feeling 
of  belonging  to  a community.  Photo  by  Stephanie  Lyman 


sity  level,"  he  said. 

One  of  Heidenreich’s  goals  as  a 
professor  is  to  help  students  establish 
self-confidence  in  themselves  and  their 
writing.  To  him  it  is  imperative  for  stu- 
dents to  also  realize  the  importance  of 
English  on  an  everyday  basis;  that  it  is 
about  “thinking  and  communicating 
skills.” 

Perhaps,  if  it  wasn't  his  high 
school  teachers,  it  was  Heidenreich's 
father  that  taught  him  about  thinking 
and  communicating.  A blue-collar  man, 
Heidenreich  described  his  role-model- 
father  as  a very  hard  worker  and  good 
at  solving  problems. 

“My  father  is  an  ingenious  kind 
of  guy.  He  was  a great  teacher  without 


being  a teacher,”  he  said. 

But  if  it  isn’t  your  research  paper 
or  poetry  exam  you  wish  to  talk  to  Mr. 
H about,  maybe  you  could  ask  him  to 
join  your  punk  band.  Heidenreich  has 
played  the  guitar  for  years,  and  for 
many  of  those  years  performed  in  a few 
punk  bands  that  performed  all  original 
works.  A couple  of  his  favorite  bands 
include  The  Clash  and  Sonic  Youth. 
Writing  music  is  a common  escape  for 
him,  as  is  reading  his  favorite  author, 
Shakespeare.  He  could  probably  out- 
quote  anyone  when  it  comes  to  “Ham- 
let.” It  doesn’t  get  more  well-rounded 
than  one  of  JJC’s  new  and  upcoming 
English  Professors,  Adam  Heidenreich. 
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Nothing  fowl  about  it  State  is  a Beautiful  Garden 


Dan  Maffeo  admires  one  of  the  birdhouses  on  display  in  llie  Laura  A.  Sprague  Gallery. 

Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


By  Stephanie  Plenner 

Ever  wonder  about  the  importance 
of  birds?  Joe  Milosevich,  art  teacher 
and  director  of  the  Laura  A.  Sprague 
Art  Gallery  (second  floor  of  J building), 
may  raise  your  awareness.  The  current 
display  here  at  JJC  is  his  retrospective 
exhibition  of  avian  works  of  art  with 
text  and  birding  memorabilia.  There  are 
a few  pieces  dating  back  to  his  under- 
graduate study  at  Eastern  Illinois  Uni- 
versity and  graduate  work  from  South- 
ern Illinois  University. 

The  main  theme  is  based  on  birds 
and  their  repeating  importance  in  our 
lives.  Milosevich  believes  most  people 
have  of  a positive  image  when  they  see 
birds,  especially  doves  or  eagles.  Birds 
tend  to  bring  about  a sense  of  hope 
and  peace  through  their  religion  or 
symbolize  a sense  of  freedom  and  pride 
for  our  country.  Milosevich  does  point 
out  the  fact  that  he  is  not  a nature  art- 
ist; birds  have  just  fascinated  him  since 
childhood,  and  apparently  these  feath- 
ered creatures  serve  as  great  inspira- 
tion for  him.  Most  of  the  pieces  start 


with  a preconceived  idea.  Then  he  con- 
tinuously looks  for  things  to  fulfill  the 
design.  Being  a proud  pack  rat  con- 
tributes to  a voluminous  supply  of 
items  to  use  for  his  ideas. 

Many  of  the  items  chosen  for  the 
sculptures  are  mass-produced  every- 
day objects  which  have  been  altered 
by  color  and  their  usual  significance 
has  been  transformed  through  juxta- 
position to  denote  particular  thoughts 
and  feelings. 

Milosevich  does  not  usually  sell 
his  artwork  because  he  is  more  con- 
cerned with  making  them  for  family  and 
friends.  “Special  pieces  for  special 
people,"  he  says,  "People  are  too  con- 
cerned with  money."  Each  creation  is 
an  autobiographical  work,  and  he  finds 
it  hard  to  part  with  it  seeing  as  it  is  like 
letting  a child  go.  “Everyone  should 
exhibit  their  work,  but  not  count  on 
selling  it,”  he  says.  Milosevich  receives 
great  enjoyment  out  of  making  these 
sculptures  and  hopes  people  feel  the 
same  as  they  take  time  to  view  them. 


By  Matt  Sheehan  | 

Sundance  can  be  the  Eden  for  film,  I 
a place  where  young,  aspiring  filmmak-  I 
ers'  dreams  can  be  capitulated  into  the  I 
stratosphere.  Such  was  the  case  for 
Zach  Braff.  i 

Zach  Braff  has  been  best  known 
for  his  role  on  the  hit  NBC  comedy 
“Scrubs,”  but  after  this  year,  he  will  be  I 
remembered  for  his  little  film  that  could: 
Garden  State. 

Andrew  Largeman  (Braff)  is  a 
young,  moderately  successful  TV  ac- 
tor who  is  estranged  from  his  psy- 
chologist father  (the  great  Ian  Holm) 
and  life  itself,  thanks  in  part  to  all  the 
anti-depressants  his  father  has  pre- 
scribed for  him. 

However,  the  death  of  his  mother 
brings  “Large"  home  for  a potential 
reconciliation  with  his  fatjier,  as  well 
as  reconnection  with  old  friends.  One 
such  acquaintance,  Mark  (new  acting 
sensation  Peter  Sarsgaard),  works  as  a 
gravedigger  during  the  day  and  takes 
bong  hits  at  night. 

During  this  time  of  rapid  explora- 
tion of  life,  Andrew  meets  Sam  (a  glow- 
ing Natalie  Portman),  a girl  that  is  a 
possible  cure  to  his  life  problems,  a free 
spirit  that  injects  life  into  Andrew’s 
soul — all  while  leaving  the  pills  behind. 
With  Sam  and  Peter,  Andrew  leads  them 
both,  but  above  all  himself,  through  a 
journey  of  self-discovery  and  harmony. 

Garden  State  not  only  has  Zach 
Braff  starring  at  center  stage,  but  he 
also  wrote  and  directed  the  film,  a tre- 
mendously amazing  film  that  is  almost 
without  words. 

Braff  has  given  cinema  one  of  the 
great  big  little  films.  Screenplay,  cin- 
ematography, music,  direction..  .1  could 
go  on  and  on  about  this  film.  I loved 
every  single  second.  It’s  a piece  of 
work  that  will  make  you  laugh  your 
heart  out  one  second  and  cry  your  eyes 
out  the  next.  But,  without  doubt,  the 
film  is  anchored  by  its  sheer  brilliant 


Andrew  Largeman  (Zach  Braff)  and  Sam  (Natalie  Portman)  share  a tender  moment. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Fox  Searchlight  Pictures 
performances.  however,  belongs  to  the  luminous  and 

Ian  Holm  is  wrenching  as  a heart-  great  Natalie  Portman;  her  bubbly  per- 
broken  father,  alienated  from  his  son,  sonality  adds  to  her  character  s 
albeit  his  own  fault.  Peter  Sarsgaard,  spunky,  spontaneous  free-spirited  na- 
this  his  follow-up  to  his  critically  ac-  lure.  Beautiful  and  tender,  Portman 
claimed  performance  in  last  year’s  Shat-  gives  the  finest  supporting  pertor- 
tered  Glass,  proves  his  acting  worth  as  mance  this  year,  neck-in-ncck  with 
a downtrodden  yet  warm-hearted  guy  David  Carradine  (in  Kill  Bill:  Volume 
who  took  the  wrong  fork  on  the  road  of  2);  an  almost  certain  Academy  Award 
life  but  still  ended  up  at  the  same  desti-  nomination  my  money  will  be  placed 
nation  as  everybody  else:  peace.  Zach 


Braff  proves  he  is  a triple-threat  with 
his  brilliant,  witty  and  heart  felt  script, 
direction  and  performance. 


Hilarious,  heartfelt,  amazing,  genu- 
ine; where  is  my  thesaurus? — Garden 
State  can  be  summed  up  simply:  must- 


The  films  finest  performance,  see. 
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Mark  (Peter  Sarsgaard)  enjoys  a subtle  moment  of  tranquility  with  an  icy  beverage 
and  a couple  of  lovely  ladies.  photo  of  Fox  Scarchllgh,  Pictures 
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ATTENTION  III 

PROSPECTIVE  DECEMBER  2004  GRADUATES 

GRADUATION  APPLICATIONS  FOR  DECEMBER  2004  ARE  AVAILABLE 

STUDENTS  PLANNING  TO  GRADUATE  DECEMBER  2004  MUST  TAKE 

THE  FOLLOWING  STEPS: 

1_  Register  for  rail  classes. 

2.  Generate  an  application  for  graduation  using  one  of  the  student  Kiosk  ter 
minals  located  in  Main  Campus,  J,  E.  & T Buildings,  North  Campus  and  City 
Comer  Campus,  5th  floor. 

3.  Fold  and  drop  completed  graduation  application  In  the  drop  box  located 
near  the  Reglst/aUon  Office  NO  LATER  THAN  SEPTEMBER  30. 2004, 

North  Campus  applicants:  Please  return  your  completed  Graduation 
Application  to  the  front  office. 

4 Walt  4-6  weeks  for  a letter  concerning  your  graduation  status. 

5 Required:  64  or  more  semester  hours  with  no  reroHevel  courses  ond  a 
2.00  or  higher  cumulative  grade  point  average.  Please  check  Iho  calotog 
lor  other  requirements. 
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Six  years 
to  success 

By  Marty  Lindemann 

Joliet  Junior  College  is  one  of  the 
finest  institutions  available  to  further 
your  education  before  heading  off  to  a 
four-year  university  or  perhaps  the 
perils  of  real  life. 

For  many  eager  students  it’s  a 
place  upon  which  childhood  dreams  are 
forged.  Some  students  may  use  JJC  as 
a stepping-stone  for  greater  things.  For 
others,  it's  a place  where  dreams  are 
lost,  or  dare  I say,  left  behind. 

Perhaps,  because  of  a lack  of  cer- 
tainty or  just  plain  laziness,  people  tend 
to  arrive  here.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  they  come  here,  but  why  do  they 
remain  here? 

Some,  like  going  to  prison,  put 
their  two  years  in  and  move  on.  They 
say,  “I  am  out  of  here  in  two  years,  no 
matter  what."  Some  tend  to  linger  for 
many  years.  I,  my  friends,  am  one  of 
those  lingerers. 

I have  been  “enrolled”  at  JJC  since 
Fall  Semester  of  1999. 

I say,  “enrolled”  because  sure  I 
signed  up  every  semester  in  between 
then  and  now,  full  time  mind  you,  but 
what  happened  during  those  times 
leaves  it  up  in  the  air,  so  to  speak. 

Why  have  I been  here  so  long?  I 
would  have  to  say  it’s  a lack  of  deci- 
siveness among  a vast  array  of  distrac- 
tions. Some  would  say  I am  wasting 
my  life  here  and  I should  move  on.  But, 

I have  learned  so  much  here  in  that  time, 
and  I am  not  just  speaking  academi- 
cally. 

I regret  none  of  my  decisions,  and 
if  given  the  chance  to  redo  these  past 
years  I would  choose  the  same  course 
of  action. 

Starting  off,  I will  explain  my  cur- 
rent situation.  I recently  received  my 
Associate  of  Arts,  class  of  Spring  2004. 
Now  you  may  ask,  why  am  1 still  here? 

Well,  I still  haven't  decided  where 
to  go  and  what  to  do  with  my  life.  It’s  a 
common  trend  among  people  ages  1 8- 
25, 1 have  learned  recently. 

Also,  I will  admit,  it  is  hard  to  let 
go  of  this  place.  Sure  the  60-mile  round 
trip  from  Peotone  gets  old,  but  it  is 
worth  it.  Some  people  have  told  me  that 
there  aren’t  any  classes  left  for  me  to 
take;  some  say  they  should  name  a 
building  after  me. 

Now  retired  business  teacher.  Mr. 
Dave  Teater,  used  to  say  the  “T”  build- 
ing was  named  after  him  in  recognition 
of  his  many  years  of  fine  service  here, 
and  1 am  sure  that’s  true. 

Hell.  1 kind  of  like  the  idea  of  an 
“M”  or  an  "L"  building.  Who  wants  to 
rename  the  “J”  building?  Anyone?  Yeah 
I didn’t  think  so.  Maybe  I will  just  settle 
for  one  of  those  fancy  bricks  by  the 
“C"  building. 

So  now  you  are  probably  asking 
yourself,  "What  is  the  point  of  this  col- 
umn" and  “Why  am  I still  reading  it?” 

Well,  I decided  it’s  time  I share  my 
vast  knowledge  of  the  inner  workings 
of  JJC  and  my  many  experiences  here, 
for  better  or  for  worse.  It  is  my  hope 
that  students  reading  this  can  learn 
from  my  mistakes  or  perhaps  just  laugh 
at  my  misfortune. 

In  the  following  months,  I will  give 
you  a no-holds-barred  look  into  my  six 
years  of  schooling  here.  1 will  hold  noth- 
ing back,  I have  no  shame,  and  it  will  at 
times  be  brutally  honest. 

So  strap  yourself  in  and  get  ready 
for  the  bumpy  ride  known  as  Marty 
Lindemann:  The  JJC  Years. 


Hispanic  Heritage  Month  displays  diversity 


By  Maria  Zamudio 

Hispanic  Heritage  month  recog- 
nizes the  many  contributions  of  His- 
panic Americans  to  the  United  States 
and  also  celebrates  the  Hispanic  heri- 
tage and  culture.  These  celebrations 
started  on  Sept.  15  and  will  run  until 
Octl5. 

During  this  month,  Mexico,  Cen- 
tral America  and  the  several  of  the 
South  American  countries  celebrate 
their  independence.Diversity  Distinct 
During  Hispanic  Heritage  Month 

It  is  important  to  highlight  these 
dates,  because  Latin  America  was 
greatly  influenced  by  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  colonies  in  the  Americas. 
The  culture  and  traditions  of  the  vari- 


ous countries  are  a mixture  of  indig- 
enous and  Spanish  influences. 

Nationally  there  will  be  several  ini- 
tiatives to  celebrate  this  month.  Joliet 
celebrates  by  organizing  an  annual 
Latin  Music  Festival  along  with  the 
Mexican  Independence  Day  Parade. 
This  year  it  was  held  from  Sept.  3 
through  Sept.  5.  This  is  a family-ori- 
ented festival  that  emphasizes  Latin 
music. 

Joliet  Junior  College  embraces  di- 
versity. The  Office  of  Minority  Student 
Affairs,  in  collaboration  with  ENLACE, 
and  Latinos  Unidos,  kicked  off  His- 
panic Heritage  month  by  providing 
Hispanic  Ribbons  to  the  JJC  commu- 
nity to  promote  awareness  and  celebra- 


tion. 

This  office  is  also  organizing  vari- 
ous educational  events,  which  will  take 
place  on  the  bridge  throughout  the 
month  of  September  until  Oct.  15.  EN- 
LACE, Engaging  Latino  Communities 
for  Education,  is  a Latino  support  net- 
work for  students  interested  in  trans- 
ferring to  a senior  college. 

Latinos  Unidos  is  a student  orga- 
nization that  promotes  awareness  of 
Hispanic  culture,  education,  leadership 
and  community  involvement.  It  is  open 
to  all  students. 

“Diversity  is  something  that 
should  be  celebrated  everyday!  His- 
panic Heritage  Month  is  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  JJC  community  - as  an  edu- 


cational institute  - to  educate  our  stu- 
dents about  the  rich  culture,  history, 
and  traditions  of  Hispanics/Latinos,” 
stated  Yolanda  Isaacs,  director  of 
OMSA. 

“We  celebrate  Hispanic  Heritage 
month  to  show  our  appreciation  and 
respect  for  diversity  and  to  uphold  the 
core  values  of  our  institution,”  Isaacs 
said. 

It  is  important  to  recognize  and 
celebrate  the  diversity  that  this  cam- 
pus has  to  offer.  Diversity  should  not 
only  be  recognized  during  one  or  two 
months  of  the  year.  It  is  crucial  to  re- 
spect and  learn  to  tolerate  different 
cultures;  this  is  the  key  to  a peaceful 
world. 
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Jenna  Jameson  proves  Dan  BfOWI1*S 
intelligence,  humanity  in  ^ j 

provocative  memoirs  UdVlflCl  %^OCl€ 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Adult  film  superstar  Jenna 
Jameson’s  new  book  cannot  be  judged 
merely  by  its  cover — or  title  for  that 
matter:  How  to  Make  Love  Like  a Porn 
Star:  A Cautionary  Tale. 

Nor  can  you  judge  her  and  type- 
cast her  as  a high-priced  hooker.  As 
she  says  time  and  time  again,  only  God 
can  judge  her.  You  can,  however,  un- 
derstand her  choices  in  life  through  the 
reading  of  her  new  book,  an  almost  ex- 
tra-long diary/joumal  of  Jenna’s  life. 

While  growing  up  in  Las  Vegas, 
Jenna  Massoli  idolized  her  mother  and 
wanted  to  be  everything  she  wa's: 
beautiful,  statuesque,  and  a showgirl. 

Jameson's  mother  died  of  cancer 
when  she  was  very  young,  and  with 
her  father  both  working  horrendous 
hours  and  searching  for  a new  mother 
for  his  children  (Jenna  and  her  older 
brother  Tony),  Jenna  became  suscep- 
tible to  living  a wild  life:  dating  a reclu- 
sive, overbearing — and  older — boy- 
friend, dabbling  in  alcohol  and  drugs 
and  plenty  of  sexual  exploration  and 
exploitation. 

From  dating  deadbeat  Jack  to 
dancing  at  the  infamous  Vegas  strip 
club  Crazy  Horse  Too  to  binging  four 
days  straight  on  crystal  method,  Jenna 
has  been  to  hell  and  back  again  more 
times  than  we — or  she’d — like  to  think. 
Her  stripping  lead  to  anywhere  from 
$5,000  to  $ 10,000  a night  and  the  only 


place  above  strip  clubs:  pom. 

Jenna  Jameson  went  from  a sweet, 
young  and  naive  girl  into  the  best 
known  and  one  synonymous  name  of 
the  adult  film  industry.  But  Jenna  came 
to  a fork  in  the  road  of  life.  While  most 
of  us  took  the  righteous,  smooth  way, 
Jenna  turned  to  her  left  and  took  the 
path  of  promiscuity,  deviance  and  self- 
loathing.  In  the  end,  like  we  all  do, 
Jenna  came  out  the  end  of  the  path  with 
what  she  desired  like  we  all  do:  inner- 
peace,  stability  and  love. 

For  the  latter,  Jenna  found  adora- 
tion and  affection  in  Jay  Grdina,  an 
adult  film  director  and  sometime  actor, 
who  has  not  only  helped  Jenna  launch 
her  own  pom  company — aptly  named 
Club  Jenna.  Inc. — but  helped  her 
search  for  what  she  had  been  looking 
for  a long  time:  a normal  life  with  white 
picket  fences  and,  yes,  children.  Jenna 
Jameson,  in  How  to...  does  not  come 
off  as  some  incompetent,  unintelligent 
and  low-life  whore;  she  is  genuine, 
smart  and  sophisticated. 

If  her  book  is  not  proof,  take  it  from 
me:  I had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  her 
for  the  signing  of  this  book  last  month. 
Not  only  is  she  sweet  and  kind  but  in- 
tellectual, sharp  and  witty.  For  the  few 
seconds  we  had  to  meet  and  chat,  her 
sparkling,  glitter  letters  on  her  shirt 
matched  her  perfectly. 

But  back  to  the  book:  Jenna  intel- 
ligently and  wholeheartedly  gives  us 
background  and  insight'  into  her  life 
and  the  choices  made  by  her  based 
upon  her  experiences  in  life.  She  comes 
off  as  a victim,  not  so  much  in  the  fact 
that  she  is  begging  for  help  but  that 
she  has  gone  from  victim  to  survivor 
and  champion  of  life  itself.  We,  as  read- 
ers, begin  to  understand  her  choice  to 
go  into  adult  films  and  the  torture  and 
abuse  that  life  has  dealt  her.  Of  course, 
everybody  has  those  life  problems,  but 
are  we  all  celebrities?  As  the  #1  name 
in  adult  entertainment,  she  is  easily 
brushed  aside  as  a tramp,  a hooker,  a 
whore,  or  someone  that  made  bad  de- 
cisions in  life.  But  she  is  also  human; 
her  decisions,  her  experiences  have  led 
her  to  learn  and  discover  that  single, 
solitary  feeling  that  we  all  want:  happi- 
ness. (3.5  stars) 


is  a work  of  art 


By  Luke  Homberger 

The  DaVinci  Code  is  an  intrigu- 
ing read  not  only  for  the  mystery/ 
thriller  fans,  but  also  for  enthusiasts  of 
art,  art  history,  conspiracy  theory  and 
brainteasers. 

The  author,  Dan  Brown,  does  an 
excellent  job  avoiding  some  of  the  com- 
mon mistakes  usually  found  in  the 
mystery  novel  including:  obvious  facts 
that  everyone  can  figure  out  except  for 
the  main  character  (who  needs  them 
the  most),  important  information  left  out 
of  the  story  and  then  conveniently 
placed  at  the  end  to  provide  a surprise 
twist,  and  characiers  who  are  more 
cliche  than  realistic. 

Brown  avoids  these  entangle- 
ments gracefully  and  fabricates  a story 
with  just  the  right  amount  of  twists  and 
turns  to  keep  the  reader  eagerly  turn- 
ing the  pages. 

The  book  opens  as  Robert 
Langdon,  a Harvard  Professor  of  art 
history  and  religious  symbology,  is 
awoken  by  Paris  Police,  supposedly  to 
help  them  deduce  clues  at  a crime 

The  crime  scene  is  that  of  mur- 
dered Jacques  Sauniere,  the  famed  cu- 
rator of  the  Louvre  and  the  very  per- 
son with  whom  Robert  Langdon  had 
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had  plans  for  a meeting  that  very  night. 
Jacques  was  a no-show,  however. 

Bezu  Fache,  captain  of  die  police, 
has  an  ulterior  motive  inviting  Langdon 
to  the  Grand  Hall  of  the  Louvre,  the 
scene  of  the  crime.  The  slain  curator’s 
body  was  found  in  an  awkward  posi- 
tion, and  surrounded  by  seemingly 
nonsensical  pieces  of  information. 

One  such  clue  was  written  plainly 
on  die  floor:  Find  Robert  Langdon.  This 
immediately  catapulted  Langdon  to  the 
forefront  of  the  police  investigation, 
and  in  the  hope  of  extracting  incrimi- 
nating evidence.  Fache  invited  him  to 
the  scene  to  pick  his  brain  before  the 
arrest  was  made. 

Langdon  and  Fache  are  interrupted 
by  police  cryptologist  Sophie  Neveu, 
who  (unbeknownst  to  either  of  the 
men)  is  also  the  granddaughter  of  the 
victim. 

Sophie  claims  to  have  broken  the 
code  of  random  numbers  left  next  to 
the  body  and  is  certain  that  Langdon  is 
innocent  and  that  his  expertise  in  sym- 
bology is  needed  for  her  to  figure  out 
the  rest  of  the  clues. 

After  a fake  escape  that  draws  the 
heat  off  of  Langdon  for  a while,  he  and 
Sophie  have  time  to  combine  wits  and 
decode  the  message  left  by  her  grand- 
father. 

The  treasure  hunt  leads  the  two 
protagonists  around  the  Louvre  to  vari- 
ous famous  paintings  of  DaVinci,  until 
they  uncover  more  evidence  and  un- 
derstand why  Sauniere  did  not  want  the 
police  involved. 

Sophie  and  Langdon  escape  the 
museum  and  begin  a chase  to  discover 
the  killer  (and  more)  just  barely  ahead 
of  the  police. 

The  pace  set  in  the  first  few  chap- 
ters does  not  decline  the  entire  book. 
The  pair  are  closely  shadowed  by  a 
mysterious  figure  sent  from  Opus  Dei, 
an  obscure  Catholic  sect  given  to  fa- 
naticism and  therefore  unpredictable. 

Combine  that,  the  constant  pres- 
sure applied  by  international  police  in- 
tent on  catching  a suspected  murderer, 
and  a race  to  decipher  obscure  clues 
leading  to  a millennia  old  secret  and  you 
have  a suspenseful  work  that  keeps 
every  reader  impatient  to  get  to  the 
bottom  of  each  subsequent  clue 

With  every  new  revelation  comes 
another  puzzle  and  another  "skin  of  the 
teeth”  escape  from  a dubious  situation, 
but  none  of  which  require  any  suspen- 
sion of  reality  to  believe. 

The  DaVinci  Code  has  prompted 
much  uproar  from  critics  and  devout 
followers  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Dan 
Brown  introduces  some  very  sensitive 
issues  in  his  novel;  issues  that  are  pas- 
sionately argued  on  either  side  of  the 

Not  the  entire  book  is  fact,  nor  is 
all  of  it  fiction.  A discerning  reader  can 
enjoy  this  book  and  come  away  with 
valid  questions  raised  by  facts  or  some 
even  raised  by  fiction.  A reader  can  sim- 
ply enjoy  the  suspense  and  mystery 
presented  as  an  adventure. 

Either  way  you  view  the  material, 
it  is  an  easy  book  to  read  with  simple 
language  and  an  exciting  plot. 
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Horoscopes 

Capricorn 

(12/22-1/19) 

You  will  soon  be  approached 
with  an  offer  for  the  Kenny 
Loggins  $100,000  Log  Cabin 
Giveaway.  Don’t  get  your 
hopes  up.  He  will  want  to  bunk 
with  you. 

Aquarius 

(1/20-2/18) 

The  moon  is  ripe  with  love. 
Excitement  will  overwhelm 
you,  hut  don't  forget  to  take 
out  the  garbage. 

Pisces 

(2/19-3/20) 

A new  love  will  emerge,  hut  be 
careful  this  time.  Don't  let  the 
handcuffs  become  an  issue. 

Aries 

(3/21-4/19) 

Financial  success  is  all  but  cer- 
tain after  you  create  a new  fad 
diet  consisting  of  eating  only 
sausage  gravy'. 

Taurus 

(4/20-5/20) 

A pack  of  radioactive  guinea 
pigs  will  come  scratching  at 
your  bedroom  window.  Let 
them  in. 

Gemini 

(5/21-6/21) 

The  ballerina  you  met  in 
Greenland  will  dance  away 
with  your  heart. 

Cancer 

(6/22-7/22) 

By  accident  you  stumble  into 
the  love  of  your  life;  a blind 
sweatshop  worker  from  Hon- 
duras. 

Leo 

(7/23-8/22) 

Your  opportunity  to  walk  on 
the  moon  is  getting  shorter  by 
the  day.  Date  Neil  Armstrong 
or  a gentleman  named  Buzz. 

Virgo 

(8/23-9/22) 

In  the  upcoming  weeks  Judd 
Nelson  and  Molly  Ringwald 
will  begin  talks  on  a sequel  to 
the  Breakfast  Club.  Try  out  for 
the  role  of  Emilio  Estevez  and 
Anthony  Michael  Hall’s  love 
child.  You're  destined  for 
fame. 

Libra 

(9/23-10/22) 

Your  canal  tour  through  the 
streets  of  Venice  will  be  post- 
poned after  the  President  of 
Zimbabwe,  Robert  Mugabe, 
steals  your  pants. 

Scorpio 

uo/23-11/21) 

You  will  find  that  your  come- 
dic career  is  all  but  over.  Your 
new  passion  is  working  in  a 
deli. 

Sagittarius 

(11/22-12/21) 

People  aren’t  as  they  seem.  A 
loved  one  will  soon  be  seen 
cross-dressing  as  Barbara 
Streisand. 
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Annual  Mainstreet  event 
shows  off  what  JJC  offers 


By  Amanda  Stoflto 

On  Sept.  8 and  9,  hiking  across 
campus  was  slightly  hindered  by  the 
mass  gathering  of  people  in  the  con- 
courses for  the  annual  Main  Street 
event. 

Each  semester  different  clubs,  or- 
ganizations and  departments  within  the 
school  are  given  the  chance  to  promote 
themselves,  the  services  they  offer  and 
are  given  the  opportunity  to  recruit 
new  members  by  reserving  and  deco- 
rating a table  to  attract  people,  accord- 


ing to  Pam  Dilday,  Holistic  Wellness 
Coordinator. 

The  purpose  of  Main  Street, 
Dilday  said,  "Is  that  it  lets  students 
know  what’s  available  to  them.” 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Office  of  Student  Affairs. 

Also,  it  gives  students  a chance 
to  win  free  stuff,  grab  a bag  of  popcorn 
and  play  some  games. 

This  year  each  table  was  respon- 
sible for  providing  a door  prize  that  re- 
lated to  their  particular  group,  club  or 


organization.  A few  examples  of  prizes 
are  how  the  JC  Players  donated  tickets 
to  the  first  play  of  the  fall  semester.  Cu- 
linary Arts  made  a basket  full  of  differ- 
ent goodies  and  the  Automotive  Club 
offered  a free  oil-change. 

Besides  visiting  all  the  tables, 
there  was  a word  search  in  which  the 
first  100  people  who  completed  the 
game  each  day  received  a t-shirt  and 
were  automatically  entered  in  the  door 
prize  give-away. 


T ¥ 
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upcam,  main  — 

EVENTS  STREET  -< 
SEPT  8 


Students  gather  in  the  concourses  and  Bridge  for  the  annual  Mainstreet  event. 


What 's  cooking  ? Culinary  Arts  students  tantilize  on-lookers  with  delicious  offerings. 


Members  of  the  Student  Agriculture  Association  pose  behind  their  back  board, 
promoting  the  club. 


Whaf  are  YOU  waiting  for  . . . your  fabulous 
new  career  to  drop  in  from  outer  space? 

Education  at  GSU  is  out  of  this  world! 


46  degree  programs  • easy  transfer  • affordable  • close  to  you 
Governors  State  University,  University  Park,  Illinois 


Open  House  • October  30,  2004 
9:30  a. m.-12  Noon 


708/534-4490 

www.govst.edu 
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Governors 
tate 

^University 
empower  yourself 
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Women’s  volleyball 
gets  off  to  a strong  start 


By  Nathan  A.  Bauer 

As  the  students  of  Joliet  Junior 
College  start  a new  year,  the  Lady 
Wolves  volleyball  team  has  already 
been  competing  since  August. 

Returning  players  Lisa  Cercello 
and  Stacy  Yates,  who  both  played  for 
Coach  Valerie  Jones  last  season,  are 
being  joined  by  seven  new  players  in 
the  Lady  Wolves'  line-up.  With  experi- 
enced starters  and  talented  freshmen, 
this  should  be  a promising  year  for  the 
Lady  Wolves. 

Last  year  the  women’s  volleyball 
team  had  a 24-18  overall  record,  with  a 
N4C  Conference  record  of  5-3.  Their 
season  ended  early  without  attending 
the  season’s  last  tournament;  however, 
this  year  the  Wolves  have  been  work- 
ing hard  to  dominate  throughout  the 
whole  season. 

The  Wolves’  volleyball  team  fin- 
ished last  season  nationally  ranked  in 
the  top  ten,  after  finishing  as  Region  4 
runner-ups.  Participating  in  last  year’s 
success  were  Stephanie  Hankosky  and 
Shanette  Dorsey,  who  were  part  of  the 
All  Conference  Team  for  the  N4C  con- 


ference. Stacy  Yates  achieved  Honor- 
able Mention. 

The  Wolves  began  their  season 
with  a 2-2  record  at  Kankakee  Commu- 
nity College  tournament  with  a win  over 
Black  Hawk  College,  24-30, 30-17, 30- 
26,  and  30-25.  They  fell  to  4-5  after  the 
McKendree  College  Tournament  on 
Sept.  3-4.  They  pushed  their  record  to 
8-6  with  a second  place  finish  in  the 
South  Suburban  Community  College 
tournament  on  Sept.  11,  defeating 
Elgin,  Blackhawk  and  Morton  before 
falling  to  South  Suburban  by  a score 
of30-19, 27-30,  and  13-15. 

The  Wolves  defeated  rival  College 
of  Dupage  on  Sept.  14,  but  lost  to  Rock 
Valley  College  on  the  16th,  dropping 
its  record  to  9-7.  Leaders  in  the  Rock 
Valley  Game  included:  Lisa  Cercello 
with  17  kills  and  15  digs,  Emily  Soto 
with  13  digs  and  10  kills,  Stacy  Yates 
with  31  assists,  15  kills,  and  10  digs, 
and  Erica  Stramel  with  1 7 digs. 

The  Lady  Wolves  travel  to  River 
Grove,  111.,  to  take  on  Triton  College 
Sept.  23,  at  6 p.m.,  before  hosting  the 
Wolfpack  Challenge  Sept.  24-25. 


JJC's  Women 's  Volleyball  team,  pictured  here,  is  off  to  a good  start  this  season.  Seated,  from  left,  are  Stacey  Vales,  Erica  Stramel. 
Emily  Soto,  and  Kristie  Lindgren.  Standing,  from  left,  are  Brianna  Lopez.  Amanda  Rink,  Sondra  Rankin,  Kelly  McCauley,  Ashley 
James  and  Lisa  Cercello.  . . . ..  . ...  _ 

Photo  courtesy  of  the  Athletic  Deportment 


Men’s  soccer  team  getting  their  kicks  in  this  fall 


By  Jennifer  Ferret 

The  men’s  soccer  team  is  a true 
display  of  teamwork  and  dedication. 
After  a strong  4-1  start,  the  Wolves 
now  sport  a 4-3  record  after  falling  in 
away  matches  on  Sept.  14  to  College 
of  Dupage,  3-0,  and  on  Sept.  16  to 
Waubonsee,  1-0. 

In  one  of  their  more  exciting  wins 
this  season,  the  Wolves  defeated  Lake 
County  2- 1 on  Sept.  2. 

In  the  first  half,  goalie  Aaron 
Veerman  made  five  saves,  while  Daniel 
Diaz  made  one  in  the  second  half.  Goals 
|were  scored  by  Angel  Contreras  and 


Fernando  Najera.  With  only  two  min- 
utes left  in  the  game,  the  score  was  tied 
1 - 1 . Najera  scored  a direct  comer  kick 
putting  the  Wolves  up  2-1  to  win  the 
game. 

Coach  Cristobal  Trillo  said  he  was 
happy  with  how  the  team  has  been 
competing,  as  well  as  how  they  work 
together  and  continue  to  support  each 
other. 

When  asked  what  the  team’s  per- 
sonal goals  were  for  the  season,  Trillo 
responded,  “Basically  to  learn  from 
every  game  and  continue  to  make 
progress.  Also,  to  stay  healthy.” 


The  playoffs  begin  in  October  and 
are  greatly  anticipated  by  the  team. 

They  have  been  challenging  them- 
selves in  preparation  for  the  NCCCC 
tournament. 

Trillo  seemed  confident  when  he 
commented  about  some  of  the  team’s 
strengths,  “They  have  good  work  eth- 
ics. They  really  want  to  do  well.” 

Trillo  also  said,  “Not  only  does  the 
team  work  hard,  but  they  know  what 
they  have  to  do  to  succeed." 

Trillo  mentioned  that  they  have 
good  chemistry  between  each  other 
and  really  care  about  one  another. 


which  inevitably  shows  on  the  field. 
When  there  is  trust  and  confidence  in 
a team,  goals  can  be  met  as  a whole,  as 
well  as  individually.  The  soccer  team 
will  take  on  Kankakee  Community  Col- 
lege On  Sept.  23,  at  3:30,  on  its  home 
field,  which  is  located  on  campus.  They 
will  then  host  Triton  College  on  Sept. 
28,  also  at  3:30,  before  traveling  to  Rob- 
ert Morris  College  on  Sept.  30  and  Rock 
Valley  on  Oct.  5. 

The  remaining  schedule,  which  is 
listed  at  the  right,  can  also  be  found  on 
the  JJC  Athletic  Department  web  site. 


Men’s  2004 
soccer  schedule 


Sept.  23,  Kankakee  Home 
Sept.  28,  Triton  Home 

Sept.  30,  Robert  Morris  Away 
Oct.  5,  Rock  Valley  Away 
Oct.  7,  Harper  Home 

Oct.  12,  C.O.D.  Home 

Oct.  14,  Kennedy-King  Away 
Oct.  19,  Morton  Home 

Oct.  21,  South  Sub.  Away 


All  home  games  are  played  on 
JJC  Main  Campus 
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Wolves’  stout  defense  not  enough  to 
defeat  Ellsworth  on  opponent’s  field 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  Wolves  fell  to  Ellsworth  Com- 
munity College  Saturday,  Sept.  18,  by 
a score  of  10-7  in  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa. 

On  Saturday,  the  Wolves  scored 
their  only  touchdown  in  the  fourth 
quarter  thanks  to  Larry  Turner,  who  fin- 
ished off  a 46-yard  drive  with  a 2-yard 
run,  Mike  Podobnik  tacked  on  the  ex- 
tra point.  ECC  held  on  to  win  after  tak- 
ing an  early  10-7  lead. 

The  Wolves  were  ranked  No.  8 in 
the  preseason  poll,  but  began  the  sea- 
son with  a 21-10  loss  to  Harper  before 
beating  Rock  Valley  40- 1 2 and  the  Col- 
lege of  Dupage  53-13.  Their  current 
record  is  2-2.  This  year  they  have  a 
tough  schedule  ahead  of  them.  Teams 
like  Ellsworth  are  going  to  give  the 
Wolves  tough  competition  because 
they  are  strong  on  offense  and  defense. 

Last  year  the  Wolves  finished  the 
season  with  a 7-3  record.  It  will  be 
tough  to  surpass  that  record  this  year, 
but  with  two  championships  titles  him- 
self, Head  Coach  Bob  MacDougall 
should  not  have  a problem.  This  is 
MacDougall's  fifth  year  as  head  coach 
and  he  expects  great  things  this  sea- 


son to  lake  his  team  to  another  cham- 
pionship. 

Thanks  to  defensive  coordinator 
Joe  Roman,  the  defensive  line  is  start- 
ing off  solid.  Standing  out  of  the  de- 
fensive crowd  are  6'3".  310-pound  Jim 
Phelan  (Chicago  De  La  Salle)  and  6’3", 
295-pound  Torrie  Nichols  (East  St. 
Louis).  Opposing  players  will  also  have 
a hard  time  forcing  their  way  through 
sophomore  Isiah  Greenlaw. 

The  offensive  side  is  also  looking 
to  be  very  successful.  Currently  there 
are  three  quarterbacks  who  are  all  get- 
ting play  tiijie  on  the  field. 

Richard  Armstrong,  Dustin  Powell, 
and  Billy  Yeo  are  all  competing  for  the 
No.  1 quarterback  position.  They  all 
have  a unique  style  and  ability,  which 
impresses  the  coaches  to  play  each 
player.  Billy  Yeo  has  been  stunning  the 
crowd  lately  in  beginning  of  the  sea- 

Returning  sophomores,  Nate 
Hardwick  and  Damon  Mehlberg,  will 
be  the  targets  this  year  on  offense. 
Hardwick  caught  18  passes  last  sea- 
son, while  Damon  Melberg  helped  rake 
in  the  points. 


One  of  the  Wolves  weaknesses 
last  year  was  their  kicking  game.  How- 
ever. the  Wolves  this  year  have 
Podobnik  and  Tyler  Foley  to  help  out 
the  kicking/punting  game.  The  two 
freshmen  are  important  in  this  year’s 
success  on  the  field. 


Stand  out  players  include:  Billy 
Yeo,  who  threw  215  yards  for  2 touch- 
downs against  Rock  Valley;  Larry 
Turner  who  rushed  for  78  yards  on  9 
carries  against  Rock  Valley;  and  Gamar 
Diamond,  who  had  a pick  against  Rock 
Valley  and  had  a 31 -yard  interception 


for  a touchdown  against  College  of 
DuPage. 

The  Wolves  will  tackle  Grand  Rap- 
ids Community  College  this  Saturday, 
at  1 p.m.,  at  the  Joliet  Memorial  Sta- 
dium. Tickets  are  available  at  the  game. 


Run  wild  with  the  Wolves 


Saturday,  Sept.  25 

Grand  Rapids  C.C. 
Home  - 1:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  Oct.  3 

Rock  Valley  College 
Away  - 1 :00  p.m. 


Saturday,  Oct.  9 

College  of  DuPage 
Away  - 1:00  p.m. 

Friday,  Oct.  15 

Air  Force  Academy  JV 
Home  - 12:00  p.m. 


Saturday,  Oct.  23 

Grand  Rapids  C.  C. 
Away -5:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  Oct.  30 

Harper  College 
Home  - 6:00  p.m. 


Returning  sophomore  foot- 
hill] player  Nate  Hardwick  has 
helped  lead  the  way  to  a 2-1 
season  so  far.  The  6’0",  180 
pound  wide-receiver.  has  re- 
corded 2 touchdowns  so  far  this 
season,  which  includes  a 52 
yard  touchdown  pass  from 
quarterback,  Billy  Yeo. 

Hardwick  increased  his 
stilts  against  College  of  DuPage, 
running  52  yards  on  3 intercep- 
tions. Hardwick  is  one  of  the 
main  targets  for  quarterbacks 
this  season.  Nate  Hardwick 


Stacy  Yates 


Returning  sophomore  Stacy 
Yates  helped  end  the  season  last 
year  with  an  overall  record  of 
24-18.  Last  year  Yates  was 
awarded  Honorable  Mention 
and  tliis  year  has  started  off  with 
a promising  season  so  far. 

The  5’ 8"  setter  has  made  a 
major  impact  on  the  team’s  vic- 
tories, which  includes  30  assists 
and  17  digs  in  the  Kankakee 
Community  College  tourna- 
ment. She  recently  acquired  22 
assists  and  8 digs  against  rival 
team.  College  of  Dupage. 

Yates  is,  and  will  continue  to 
be.  an  important  player  this  year 
due  to  her  experince  and  talent. 


One  night  a week 

could  change  your  life. 

Trinity  Christian  College— Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 

K MU  B l : n ■ I t k.  u i,  . ' i i a ;.  1 

(it  as  liUIe  as  two  |««,  you  cjii  eon^'ele  yom  bachelor's  de£ie«  and/or  earn  your  hushing 
r.r.rr  Hor  on.  Tr  nlly  - /.mm  sr  - - ; ;-ogrnm  m '•.H.:-  nnrl  moot,  only  ft  nlfitlt  a week, 

to  give  you  •Bxinmin  beiiHlits  *it»  minimal  intension  to  yws  «aly  scfedole. 

At  Trinity  you'll  lind  a community  \vs*»e  learung  reaches  beyond  the  etassreew  to  till  your  Mart 
irind  aiffl  spirit  Its  j -..ace  Vfcne  you  can  ture  the  aext  st*e  lor  Mlliliny  God's  plja  lor  your  lile. 

; . 

« Bactw : * ¥ Science  » Business  • e«fcttor  ol  Aits  in  Eanwnon  with 

(MWjjtenSpmw  n:l.«1«rUii!li  end  lusm’i  Te.xt>n£  Certrilcntjor. 


Call  us  loday  al  70B.239.4768  tor  more  information  ami  to  receive  a no-obllgation  transcript  evaluation. 
!®  iTRI  N ITYchkistian  COLLEGE 


Phone:  708.239.4768  Fax;  708.239.3983 


Endangered  heron 
makes  its  home  at  JJC 


By  Luke  Hornberger 

Joliet  Junior  College’s  "Lake 
Juco"  was  host  to  a rare  species  of  mi- 
gratory bird  last  month. 

The  Black  Crowned  Night  Heron 
visited  the  campus  and  was  spotted 
by  Virginia  Piekarski  and  Polly  Lavery, 
members  of  the  Natural  Science  and  P.E. 
Department.  The  pair  discovered  the 
heron  while  conducting  their  monthly 
ecological  monitoring  of  "Lake  Juco,” 
and  they  were  able  to  capture  this  ex- 
perience with  a couple  of  great  photo- 
graphs. 

This  sighting  is  even  more  inspir- 
ing since  the  Black  Crowned  Night 
Heron  has  been  on  the  Illinois  endan- 
gered species  list  since  1977  and  re- 
mains so  because  of:  past  history  of 
decline;  small  population  numbers;  and 
essential  habitats  being  threatened. 
Another  factor  that  limits  sightings,  as 
indicated  by  the  name,  is  the  typically 
nocturnal  feeding  habits  of  this  bird. 

This  particular  species  of  heron  is 
found  in  Illinois  mostly  during  the  mi- 
gratory seasons  (early  April  and  late 
October),  but  has  a few  nesting  sites 
in  our  state.  The  most  probable  home 
of  this  bird  is  the  Lake  Renwick  Heron 
Rookery  Nature  Preserve,  located  ap- 
proximately five  and  a half  miles  due 
north  of  JJC.  The  nature  preserve  of- 
fers many  benefits  that  would  encour- 
age all  types  of  herons  to  live  in  Will 
County.  Some  of  these  include  small, 
isolated  islands  protected  from  natural 
predators,  an  abundance  of  fish  and 
small  wildlife  for  food,  and  man-made 
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Photo  courtesy  of  Virginia  Piekarski,  Natural  Sciences  Department 
This  Black  Crowned  Night  Heron,  an  endangered  species,  was  spotted  by  Virigina  Piekarski  and  Polly  Lavery 
during  their  recent  monthly  ecological  monitoring  of  Lake  Juco.  Lavery  is  an  instructor  in  the  Natural  Sciences 
Department  and  Piekarski  is  the  lab  supervisor  for  the  department. 

structures  erected  to  aid  in  keeping  the  it’s  exciting  to  know  that  the  college  is  teaching  here.  I've  never  seen  one  on 
preserve  productive.  part  of  the  birds  feeding  territory.  campus.” 

JJC  instructor  Andy  Neill  feels  that  “In  terms  of  rare,  in  my  1 1 years  of  The  most  significant  attribute  this 


encounter  with  the  Black  Crowned 
Night  Heron  displays  is  the  thriving 
environment  JJC  is  able  to  provide  to 
wildlife.  Many  students  walk  across 
the  bridge  connecting  J-Building  and 
C-concourse  taking  for  granted  the 
flourishing  ecosystem  separated  by  a 
few  inches  of  glass. 

Neill  believes  that  one  reason  for 
its  arrival  may  be  because  their  Illinois 
habitats  have  been  altered. 

“It's  important  for  the  public  to 
be  educated  and  aware  of  the  ways  in 
which  we  are  harming  their  habitats." 

To  further  encourage  wildlife  to 
make  JJC’s  campus  their  home,  stu- 
dents and  faculty  are  asked  to  con- 
tinue their  efforts  in  recycling  and  con- 
servation. 

Cutting  wasteful  habits  such  as 
taking  too  many  napkins,  using  plas- 
tic-ware, littering,  driving  needlessly, 
and  keeping  car  engines  within  stan- 
dards are  just  a few  steps  that  cun  be 
taken  to  help  this  cause. 

The  appearance  of  this  endan- 
gered bird  represents  a victory  \n  the 
struggle  to  conserve  surroundings;  to 
foster  into  communities  a sense  of  en- 
vironmental responsibility.  Everything 
humans  do  has  an  impact  on  the  bal- 
ance of  nature;  whether  it’s  littering 
fast-food  wrappers  in  parking  lots  or 
the  monumental  polluting  corporations 
were  once  able  to  get  away  with.  Each 
little  act  contributed  to  this  fight  for 
Mother  Earth  adds  up,  and  eventually 
the  tables  can  be  turned  and  wildlife 
can  be  restored  to  what  it  once  was. 


Meeting  about  Centennial  Commons’ 
financial  future  described  as  ‘fruitful’ 


Photo  by  Andrew  Hrubec 


Operators  and  investors  of  the  Centennial  Commons  are  seeking  solutions  to  financial  problems  that 
currently  plague  the  student  housing  facility  located  adjacent  to  JJC's  campus. 


By  Andrew  Hrubec,  Jim  Allocco 
Centennial  Commons  continues  to 
be  a topic  of  interest  around  the  JJC 
campus.  The  student  housing  complex, 
located  on  the  southeast  end  of  cam- 
pus is  currently  experiencing  financial 
problems  due  to  low  occupancy. 

On  Sept.  22  a meeting  was  held  to 
discuss  the  future  of  the  complex. 
Those  attending  included  Joliet  Junior 
College  officials,  the  JJC  Foundation 
Housing  LLC,  Century  Campus  Hous- 
ing Management  and  the  bond  hold- 
ers to  discuss  the  status  of  the  stu- 
dent housing  for  JJC  students. 

Although  the  groups  declined  to 
speak  individually  about  the  situation, 
they  did  issue  a joint  statement. 

“All  parties  involved  agreed  to 
renew  their  commitment  toward  the 
student  housing  project,”  the  state- 
ment said,  "JJC  Foundation  Housing 
LLC  also  agreed  to  hire  a consultant  to 
provide  recommendations  consistent 
with  the  goals  of  increasing  occupancy 
and  improving  operational  efficiency 
at  the  student  facility.” 

The  release  also  indicated  that  the 
meeting  was  described  as  “fruitful”  by 
those  in  attendance. 

The  Commons  first  opened  in  the 


fall  of 2002  with  virtually  full  occupancy. 
Some  attribute  the  low  occupancy  to 
negative  publicity  resulting  from  a 
number  of  incidents  that  took  place 
during  its  first  two  years  that  required 
police  involvement. 

In  order  to  eliminate  the  negative 
perception  of  the  Commons,  Century 
Campus  Housing  Management,  the 


company  which  runs  the  facility,  placed 
stricter  guidelines  this  year  on  its  resi- 
dents. which  include  background  and 
credit  checks.  This  also  has  contributed 
to  lower  occupancy. 

All  sides  involved  with  the  stu- 
dent housing  are  working  vigorously 
to  find  ways  of  improving  the  Com- 
mons. In  an  attempt  to  increase  the 


number  of  students  living  at  the  Com- 
mons. JJC  Foundation  Housing  LLC 
has  agreed  to  hire  a consultant  to  pro- 
vide insight  on  how  to  make  them  a 
more  attractive  place  for  students  to 
live.  The  main  goal  is  to  entice  stu- 
dents to  become  residents  and  to  im- 
prove operational  efficiency  at  the  stu- 
dent facility. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 
Mayor  Daley  favors 
fines  on  ‘pot-holders’ 

Richard  M.  Daley  may  have  die  right  idea.  The  mayor  of  Chi- 
cago is  in  favor  of  a proposal  that  will  fine  individuals  caught  with 
small  amounts  of  marijuana  as  opposed  to  prosecuting  them  in  a 
court  of  law. 

Last  year  Chicago  courts  heard  6,954  cases  involving  posses- 
sion of  less  than  2.5  grams  of  marijuana,  and  94%  of  those  cases 
were  thrown  out  by  die  courts.  In  cases  involving  2.5  to  10  grams  of' 
marijuana,  81%  of  the  cases  were  dismissed. 

Mayoral  spokesman  Thomas  Donegan  revealed  that  if  the  city 
had  fined  individuals  $250  for  possession  of  10  grams  or  less,  the 
city  would  have  made  nearly  $5  million  last  year. 

If  Daley  and  the  city  of  Chicago  go  through  with  this  proposal, 
what  kind  of  an  effect  will  this  have  on  the  suburbs?  Will  Joliet 
mayor  Art  Shultz  follow  in  stride? 

The  birth  of  this  plan  brings  up  the  obvious  question:  Will  mari- 
juana be  legalized? 

One  can't  help  but  to  think  that  this  may  just  be  the  first  step. 
Considering  that  the  average  speeding  ticket  in  the  U.S.  is  $125,  a 
$250  fine  for  smoking  a doobie  isn’t  too  shabby. 
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Students  critique  debates 


Debate  2 


Commentary 


By  Jim  Allocco 

On  Friday,  Oct.  8,  returning  from  a 
debilitating  defeat,  President  George  W. 
Bush  came  into  Missouri  more  aggres- 
sive against  Senator  John  F.  Kerry. 

The  Republican  and  Democrat 
parties  both  declared  their  candidate 
as  the  winner,  leaving  the  media  to  an- 
nounce it  as  a virtual  tie. 

Bush  appeared  more  presidential 
and  better  prepared  this  time  around. 
At  the  very  least,  he  outdid  his  poor 
performance  of  the  previous  debate, 
with  much  less  spastic  blinking  and 
stuttering. 

Many  spectators  said  Kerry,  how- 
ever, failed  to  appear  as  eloquent  as  he 
did  in  the  first  go-around,  nor  did  he 
connect  as  well  with  the  common  citi- 
zen. Most  polls  after  the  debate  show 
a tight  race  with  Bush  still  in  the  lead. 

Bush  kept  Kerry  on  the  defensive 
most  of  the  time,  using  very  aggres- 
sive tactics.  At  one  point,  the  presi- 
dent even  interrupted  a follow-up  ques- 
tion from  moderator  Charles  Gibson, 
insisting  on  clarifying  his  position  af- 
ter a statement  from  Kerry,  which,  de- 
pending on  who  was  asked,  was  a 
strong  display  of  either  confidence  or 
stubbornness. 

Kerry’s  strongest  moment  was 
most  likely  when  he  agreed  to  one 
questioner’s  demand  to  look  directly 

Debate  1 


Commentary' 


By  Ian  Wright 

On  Nov.  2,  there  may  be  a man  in 
office  I can  safely  call  my  president  (that 
is,  of  course,  if  we  don't  have  another 
election  fraud  on  our  hands).  Senator 
John  Kerry  came  out  with  an  arsenal  of 
statements  that  challenged  the  regime 
of  the  current  president,  George  Bush. 
After  his  brilliant  performance  in  the 
first  presidential  debate,  the  American 
people  may  take  another  look  at  the 
so-called  ‘flip-flopper.’ 

Kerry  and  Bush  faced  off  on  is- 
sues of  foreign  policy  and  homeland 
security  on  Thursday,  Oct.  30,  at  Mi- 
ami University.  "The  president  has 
made  a colossal  error  in  judgment  [in 
Iraq],”  Kerry  stated,  "and  judgment  is 
what  we  look  for  in  the  president  of  the 
United  States  of  America."  The  Sena- 
tor stood  tall  and  confident,  answer- 
ing the  questions  immediately  and 
clearly.  His  statements  were  intelligent 
and  prepared  (he  can  actually  pro- 
nounce ‘nuclear’  right!).  "I  don't  know 
if  he  (Bush)  sees  what’s  really  happen- 
ing over  there  [in  Iraq],"  Kerry’  said, 
"We  re  90  percent  of  the  casualties  and 
90  percent  of  the  cost.” 

Bush  seemed  shaky  and  annoyed, 
blinking  and  rolling  his  eyes  and  scowl- 
ing at  Kerry’s  comments.  In  reference 
to  Iraq,  Bush  stated,  “I’m  optimistic.  I 
believe  that  you  can  be  realistic  and 
optimistic  at  the  same  time.  " Of  course 
you  can  be  optimistic,  but  stupidly 
optimistic  is  another  story!  Bush  con- 
stantly repeated  “It’s  hard  work!",  “It’s 
a tough  job!”,  and  “We  need  to  stay 
on  the  offense!"  Kerry's  closing  state- 
ment was  eloquent  and  steadfast:  “The 
future  belongs  to  freedom,  not  to  fear..” 
How  did  Bush  end  his  closing  state- 
ment? “I’d  appreciate  your  vote." 

A1  Golden  of  the  Speech  Depart- 
ment of  JJC  discussed  the  presidential 
debate,  paying  close  attention  to  the 
speaking  strategies  used  by  each  can- 
didate. Kerry  and  Bush  took  on  the 
roles  of  incumbent  and  challenger  the 
minute  they  walked  on  stage. 

“It  was  good  to  see  Kerry  take  a 


into  the  camera  and  promise  that  no 
households  earning  less  than  $200,000 
would  sec  an  increase  in  taxes.  He  went 
on  to  say  he  only  saw  three  people  in 
the  room  that  would  be  affected  by  his 
tax  increase:  himself,  Bush,  and 
Gibson,  a news  anchor  for  ABC. 

Kerry  displayed  his  exceptional 
debating  skills  by  referring  to  audience 
members  by  name  several  minutes  af- 
ter their  questions  and  reciting  statis- 
tics of  Missouri,  hoping  to  relate  to  the 
attendees.  Bush  may  have  done  just 
that  when  pronouncing  the  state 
"Missoura”  as  do  most  of  Missouri’s 
citizens. 

Neither  candidate  succeeded  in 
answering  even  half  of  the  questions 
in  the  context  he  was  asked  to.  And  in 
a debate  supposedly  about  the 
economy,  both  candidates  managed  (o 
spin  several  of  the  questions  back  to 
the  War  on  Terror.  There  were  only  1 8 
questions,  but  according  to  CNN,  each 
candidate  made  nearly  100  references 
to  defense. 

Unlike  many  debates  in  the  past, 
the  Republicans  and  Democrats  made 
it  clear  that  each  party  is  pushing  for  a 
distinctly  separate  path.  It's  hard  to 
imagine  how  anyone  can  still  feel  the 
future  of  America  will  not  be  directly 
affected  by  the  outcome  of  this  elec- 

The  next  debate  will  be  tonight,  at 
Arizona  State  University  in  Tempe, 
Ariz.,at  8pm  CT. 


firm  stance  in  this  debate,"  Golden  said, 
"I  don’t  think  his  statements  were  seen 
as  ‘flip-flopping’  or  ‘wishy-washy.’ 
There  has  been  a cultural  myth  created 
about  Kerry  being  a ’flip-flopper.”’ 
Kerry  had  many  excellent  points  that 
challenged  Bush’s  agenda.  According 
to  Golden,  "Osama  Bin  Laden  and  Af- 
ghanistan provided  a good  argument.” 
In  response  to  Bush’s  performance  in 
the  debate.  Golden  stated  that  “Bush 
speaks  the  language  of  the  common 
man  and  the  public  can  connect  with 
him  on  that  level,  [but]  speaking  articu- 
lately and  accurately  is  not  his 
strength."  The  candidates  prepared  for 
the  debate  in  their  own  ways. 

“Kerry  anticipated  the  questions 
more  [and]  has  the  ability  to  speak  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment,"  Golden  said, 
“He  also  has  the  advantage  in  speech 
delivery  in  terms  of  having  less  flaws.” 
Golden  believed  that  Kerry  is  becom- 
ing more  animated  as  a speaker.  Bush 
was  very  unprepared  and  seemed  un- 
sure of  what  to  say  during  the  debate. 
“The  mindset  of  the  public  now,” 
Golden  stated,  "is  that  Bush  is  floun- 
dering just  trying  to  defend  himself." 
Golden  suggests  that  both  candidates 
need  to  use  more  statistics  and  con- 
crete examples  to  prove  their  claims.  It 
would  benefit  the  American  people  if 
the  truth  was  told,  wouldn’t  it? 

Many  believed  that  Bush  would 
have  the  advantage  in  the  first  debate 
because  of  the  war,  but  all  the  polls 
indicated  that  Kerry  won  decisively. 

“For  Kerry  to  succeed,"  Golden 
states,  “he  needs  to  stay  on  the  offen- 
sive. It  will  be  to  his  advantage  to  talk 
about  the  economic  recession  and  to 
ask,  ’why  aren't  we  spending  this 
money  [for  the  war]  on  education  and 
healthcare?”’ 

“In  the  next  two  debates,  there  will 
be  less  opportunity  for  Bush  to  accuse 
Kerry  of  ‘flip-flopping’,”  Golden  stated. 

Sixty-two  million  people  watched 
the  first  presidential  debate;  much  more 
than  expected.  Hopefully,  the  number 
of  viewers  will  continue  to  grow  in  fu- 
ture debates.  The  real  question,  fellow 
students,  is  who  do  you  want  running 
your  country?  The  choice  is  yours. 
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The 

importance 
of  voting 


Commentary 


By  Karyn  Stovall 

Every  four  years  the  American 
people  get  a chance  to  elect  the  next 
president.  This  year,  as  many  of  us 
have  been  told,  will  be  one  of  the 
most  important  elections  of  our  life- 
time. But  why? 

First,  the  next  president  will 
have  a lot  to  say  about  marriage,  the 
U.S.  foreign  policy,  war,  women’s  re- 
productive rights  and  many  more  is- 
sues. It’s  also  the  first  time  many  of 
us  at  this  college  will  be  able  to  vote. 

Even  with  all  of  the  major  deci- 
sions to  be  made  by  the  next  presi- 
dent, so  many  young  people  have 
decided  not  to  vote,  or  have  no  in- 
terest in  the  process.  In  the  2000 
election  there  were  only  18  million 
young  people  between  the  ages  of 
18  to  24  who  actually  went  to  the 
polls.  Our  generation  has  a huge  in- 
fluence on  the  next  election,  so  let’s 
take  a look  at  why  our  generation  is 
choosing  not  to  vote  and  why  we 
should. 

‘Too  many  people  don’t  under- 
stand the  effect  of  non-voting,” 
says  Raymond  Bolden,  former  Will 
County  judge  and  past  president  of 
the  Joliet  NAACP.  Many  of  the 
people  interviewed  expressed  with 
great  sadness  that  this  generation 
has  “voter’s  apathy" — the  feeling 
that  their  vote  doesn’t  count.  This 
may  account  for  the  fact  that,  when 
interviewed,  a number  of  young 
people  expressed  the  opinion  that 
voting  for  them  was  simply  choos- 
ing the  lesser  of  the  two  evils. 

Dr.  Roya  Falahi,  professor  of 
anthropology  and  sociology  here  at 
JJC,  states  that,  "One  of  the  core 
values  (of  the  United  States)  is  de- 
mocracy. Voting  is  interdependent 
for  the  people  to  take  part  in  the  pro- 
cess, but  ideal  and  actual  behavior 
differ.” 

Many  of  us  will  never  be  able 
to  actually  sit  in  the  senate  and  de- 
cide which  bills  to  pass  and  which 
to  veto.  Voting  is  how  we  express 
our  opinions,  and  how  we  guide  our 
country's  future. 

Many  of  us  don’t  realize  how 
lucky  we  are  to  be  able  to  choose 
our  leaders.  When  our  country  was 
founded,  only  white  males  could 
vole,  and  even  then,  men  in  the  lower 
socioeconomic  classes  were  rou- 
tinely disenfranchised.  Untd  the 
20th  century,  women  and  minority 
groups  were  denied  the  basic  right 
of  citizenship— the  right  to  vote.  This 
generation  has  been  lucky  enough 
to  not  have  to  experience  many  of 
the  hardships  our  ancestors  faced 
in  regards  to  voting.  So  how  can  this 
problem  be  solved? 

Bolden  says,  "Sadly  it’ll  be  a 
long  proposition.  It’s  an  educational 
process  that  needs  to  be  explored 
and  taught  in  a course,  as  opposed 
to  one  or  two  pages  in  a history 
book.” 

Many  of  us  need  to  start  watch- 
ing the  news  and  looking  at 
websites  that  watch  the  politicians. 
Granted,  depending  on  your  view, 
the  process  isn’t  perfect,  but  at  least 
we  get  a chance  to  make  our  voices 
heard.  Please  get  involved  in  the 
process.  Go  vote!  If  you  have  a car, 
start  car  pooling  to  get  people  to  the 
polls.  If  your  address  isn’t  in  Will 
County  gel  an  absentee  ballot.  Just 
go  vote! 
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Question  of  the  Issue 


If  you  could  have  any  super  power,  what  would  it  be? 


“Read  minds." 

- Kristina  Starks, 
Computer  Programming 


The  ability  to  fly." 

- Issac  Fernandez, 
Architecture 


"X-ray  vision. . . every  little  boy's  dream. " 

-Jeremy  Hicks, 
Undecided 


Td  like  to  predict  the  future;  see  what 
happens  before  it  actually  happens. " 

- Stephanie  Dietz, 
Elementary  Education 


Td  travel  back  In  time." 

- Ellana  Howard, 
Nursing 
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“I'd be  invisible.” 

- Shayla  Smith, 
Early  Childhood  Development 


Photos  by  Andrew  Hrubec 


Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 
J/Building  Across  from 
The  Service  Center  & Registration 

Regular  Store  Hours 
Mon  - Thurs  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Fridays  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 

Phone:  815-280-6767 
Email:  bookstore@jjc.edu 
On  the  Web: 
mvw.jjcbookstore.com 


Join  Us  For  The  JJC  Bookstore’s 
&vu>t  £um  “3totidcuf  Mappening ia”  £aeat 

Wednesday,  November  3rd  from  6:00  pm  to  9:00  pm 


Everyone’s 


Invited! 


Special 

6 pm  to  9 pm 

Sale  Pricing 


AH  In  Stock  Trees, 
Ornaments,  and 
Decorations 
Will  Be 
On  Sale! 


The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back 
Books  Every  Business  Day! 


Spring  2005  Books  Available  December  6.  2004 


Limited  to  Stock  On  Hand. 
Prior  Sales  Excluded, 
Sorry.  No  Hold  Orders 
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Students’  trip  to  Cuba  offers  valuable 
insight  about  the  culture,  people 


By  Keegan  Kociss 

Dr.  Berta  Arias,  a JJC  professor,  23 
students,  and  a land  portion  coordina- 
tor from  Global  Facilitation,  Inc.  took  a 
1,672-mile  trip  to  a place  that  seemed 
like  a completely  different  world.  On 
June  1 1 , Arias  and  her  students  set  off 
for  Cuba  for  completion  of  their  Lan- 
guage 299  class,  Civilization  and  Cul- 
ture of  Cuba. 

Arias  said  there  were  two  main  rea- 
sons for  choosing  Cuba  as  the  topic  of 
her  class.  "It  is  a fascinating  country 
from  the  perspective  of  being  the  only 
communist  country  in  our  hemisphere,'’ 
she  said. 

"I  was  also  bom  there  and  have 
not  been  back  since  I was  a young 
child,”  she  continued. 

But  getting  to  Cuba  was  no  easy 
task  for  Arias.  She  began  by  speaking 
to  JJC  President  J.D.  Ross,  and  then  to 
JJC  Vice  President  Denis  Wright.  Once 
the  trip  was  approved  by  JJC,  she  be- 
gan the  arduous  task  of  receiving  per- 
mission to  enter  Cuba. 

“There  are  only  a few  ways  one 
can  legally  go  to  Cuba,"  Arias  said  of 
the  embargo.  “An  academic  program 
is  one  of  them.” 

According  to  the  embargo  against 
Cuba,  there  are  only  six  groups  of  trav- 
elers who  arc  allowed  to  go  to  Cuba. 

Arias  began  the  application  pro- 
cess through  the  US  Department  of 
Treasury.  It  took  nearly  two  years  for 
Arias  to  learn  that  she  was  approved 
for  the  Office  of  Foreign  Assets  Con- 
trol license  to  visit  Cuba. 

As  part  of  vVtc  c\ass.  students  had 
monthly  reading  assignments  that  pre- 


pared them  for  their  actual  visits  to 
museums,  Old  Havana  and  three  prov- 
inces within  Cuba. 

Cuba,  with  a population  of  about 
1 1 million,  is  approximately  90  miles 
south  of  Key  West,  Fla.,  the  southern 
most  point  of  the  continental  United 
States. 

Student  Maria  Zamudio  said  that 
she  took  the  class  because  she  has  al- 
ways been  interested  in  the  Cuban 
Revolution.  She  also  likes  to  travel  and 
“Cuba  seemed  like  a forgotten,  forbid- 
den paradise,”  she  says. 

In  Cuba,  the  land  coordinator  ar- 
ranged for  a guide  to  spend  the  entire 
trip  with  the  class.  The  guide  explained 
everything  about  the  sites  and  talked 
about  the  culture  and  history  of  Cuba. 

During  the  trip,  the  class  spent  a 
morning  at  a community  based  senior 
citizen  center.  There,  the  class  learned 
how  the  government  uses  the  skills  of 
retired  people  to  help  the  communities 
meet  their  economical  needs. 

The  class  also  visited  the  homes 
of  three  artists  and  a cigar  factory,  and 
spent  the  last  two  days  of  their  trip  at  a 
beachside  resort  called  Varadero. 
“' Varadero  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
beach  areas  in  this  hemisphere,"  Arias 
said.  “It  still  has  the  old  homes  of  A1 
Capone  and  the  DuPont  family.” 

Arias  hopes  that  the  students 
who  took  the  class  have  a better  un- 
derstanding of  Cuba  and  the  Cuban 
people,  as  well  as  the  effects  of  the 
embargo. 

“I  will  keep  in  my  heart  all  the 
people  whom  1 interacted  with.  1 will 
always  remember  a quote  from  a local 


artist  that  said  ‘us  Cubans  make  the 
most  out  of  what  we  have.'  To  me  that 
summed  up  my  impressions  of  the  Cu- 
bans,” Zamudio  said. 

“Everyone  we  met  was  open  and 
friendly,  and  they  all  made  a huge  point 
of  telling  us  they  love  American  people, 
but  don’t  understand  the  American 
government  and  its  embargo,"  Arias 
said.  . 

Zamudio  hoped  to  gain  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  political  situation 
of  Cuba.  "I  wanted  to  know,  and  see 
from  a more  personal  point  of  view,  the 
foreign  policies  that  the  U.S.  has  to- 
wards Cuba,  including  the  embargo." 

Arias  also  learned  something  new 
during  the  trip.  “I  learned  about  my 
birthplace  and  the  giving  spirit  of  our 
students,"  she  said.  Everyone  who 
went  on  the  trip  had  packed  ‘goodies’ 
to  give  out  while  in  Cuba. 

“It  was  the  best  group  of  people 
to  travel  and  experience  this  opportu- 
nity with,”  Arias  ended. 


Foreign  language  instructor  Dr. 
Berta  Arias. 
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Interior  design  works 
for  the  better 

JJC’s  interior  design  students 
are  participating  in  the  33rd  An- 
nual American  Society  of  Inte- 
rior Designers  Showcase  Home 
until  Oct.  24,  which  benefits  the 
Oak  Park-River  Forest  Infant 
Welfare  Society.  The  home  is  lo- 
cated at  530  N.  Euclid  Ave.  in 
Oak  Park.  For  ticket  information, 
call  (312)467-5080. 

Brown  Bag  lecture 
series 

Edward  Senu-oke,  chairman 
and  professor  for  the  Social  & 
Behavioral  Sciences  Department, 
will  be  speaking  Tuesday,  Oct.  19 
on  the  topic  of  Election  2004,  at 
12:30  p.m.  inJ-0006. 

Attention  book  worms 

A book  fair  will  be  held  on 
the  Bridge  near  the  Office  of  Stu- 
dent Activities  (OSA)  Thursday, 
Oct.  28  at  10  a.m.  to  2 p.m. 

Music  performances 

Head  out  to  the  fine  arts  the- 
atre Sunday,  Oct.  24,  for  a fac- 
ulty music  recital.  Performers 
Thomas  Liley,  saxophone,  and 
Sue  Malmberg,  piano,  will  begin 
die  music  at  3 p.m. 

There  will  also  be  a Musica 
Viva  Recital  Sunday,  Oct.  17  at 


3:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  The- 
atre. The  recital  will  feature 
Salvator  Oriola  on  the  clarinet. 

For  more  information  contact 
Thomas  Liley  of  the  Fine  Arts 
Department  at  280-2416. 

Take  Back  the  Night 

Will  County's  Take  Back  the 
Night  held  its  8th  Annual  Vigil 
and  March  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  12, 
at  6 p.m.  at  Hufford  Junior  High 
School,  1125  N.  Larkin  Ave., 
Joliet.  Will  County’s  Take  Back 
the  Night  has  provided  support 
and  services  for  victims  of  vio- 
lence throughout  Joliet  and  Will 
County  since  1997. 

What’s  Cookin’? 

On  Tuesday,  Oct.  5,  six  stu- 
dents of  the  JJC  Culinary  Arts 
program  competed  in  a student 
culinary  skills  competition  in 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  with  their 
coach.  Chef  Kyle  Richardson. 
JJC  was  the  only  Midwestern 
college  to  earn  medals,  with  its 
students  receiving  one  gold  and 
five  silvers.  Stephanie  Murach 
earned  gold;  Mitch  Gierke, 
Brendon  Macklin,  Frank  Rog, 
Joe  Caccomo,  and  Cheryl 
Aakeburg  each  earned  silver. 
This  competition  was  the  first 
step  for  the  culinary  students  in 
their  journey  to  this  year’s  Na- 
tional Championship. 


Why  Joliet  Textbooks? 

• The  right  books  for  the 
right  JJC  classes  for  less 

• Easy  parking 

• Easy  return  policy 

• Less  crowded 

• Greater  book  buy  back 


THE  TRUTH  IS...- 


INGREDIENTS 
SHOULD  NEVER 

BE  SECRET. 
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rn  LET  THE  TRUTH  BE  KNOWN. 


SERIOUS  SANDWICH  DELIVERY 


1108  HOUBOLT  RD.  - 815-730-6048 


Whether  you're  buying  or 
selling,  see  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 

Your  Off-Campus  Book  Store 

^TEXTBOOKS 

1106  Houbolt  Road  • Joliet 
Across  The  Street  From 
The  JJC  Main  Entrance 

815.773.1800 
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Chiropractic. . . 

The  Right  Choice  For  Your  Future 

Is  your  dream  to  become  a doctor,  to  study  in  beautiful  surroundings,  with  a world-renowned 
faculty  and  state  of  the  art  facilities  - what  more  could  you  want  in  a professional  education? 

Logan  College  students  receive  all  this  and  more!  If  you  are  ready  to  accept  the  challenge 
of  graduate  professional  study  in  science,  physiotherapy,  nutrition,  radiology,  clinical 
sciences,  chiropractic  techniques  and  extensive  clinical  rotations,  then  Logan  College 
is  the  place  for  you. 

Logan  College  of  Chiropractic  gives  you  the  skills  to  help  patients  get  well 
through  non-invasive  healthcare  while  preparing  you  to  earn  a substantial 
income  commensurate  with  your  position  as  a Doctor  of  Chiropractic. 

Most  DC's  work  in  a private  practice  setting,  providing  time  for  family 
and  other  important  quality  of  life  priorities. 

Contact  Logan  College  at  1-800-533-9210  or  at  loganadm@logan.edu 
to  receive  an  information  packet  describing  the  world’s  fastest  growing 
healthcare  profession.  You  can  also  visit  our  website  at  www.logan.edu. 


T nOfin  1-800-533-9210 

w www.logan.edu 

Goiicge*of*Chiropractic  loganadm@logan.edu 
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Annual  Illinois  State 
College  fair  set  for  Oct.  18 


By  Beth  Carrington 

Is  an  associate's  degree  not 
enough  for  you?  Are  you  thinking 
about  transferring  or  even  ready  to? 
Then  don’t  settle  for  less.  The 
multicultural  transfer  center  is  host- 
ing two  Illinois  college  fairs  that  will 
help  in  assisting  students  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  their  transfer  opportuni- 
ties. 

The  first  college  fair  is  the  Illi- 
nois State  College  Fair  which  will  be 
held  Monday,  Oct.  18,  in  the  E-con- 
course  from  1 1 a.m.-l  p.m.  Represen- 
tatives from  12  state  colleges  and  uni- 
versities will  be  available  to  speak 
with. 

The  second  college  fair  is  the  Pri- 


vate Illinois  College  and  University  Fair 
(PICU).  It  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday, 
Nov.  2,  in  the  E-concourse  from  1 1 a.m.- 
1 p.m.  There  will  be  more  than  25  col- 
lege/university representatives  avail- 
able to  speak  with. 

All  students  are  welcome  to  stop 
by  and  talk  to  a representative  or  just 
pick  up  some  information.  It  is  encour- 
aged that  students  apply  for  transfer 
admissions  six  months  to  one  year  in 
advance. 

Students  unable  to  attend  either 
fair  can  still  meet  with  a college  repre- 
sentative by  checking  the  multicultural 
transfer  center  website  at  www.jjc.edu/ 
transfercenter  for  a schedule  of  col- 
lege/university recruiter  visits. 


JJC  student  wins  gold 

Last  summer,  JJC  student  Jason 
Planera  was  awarded  the  Gold 
Medal  in  the  CNC  MILLING  com- 
petition at  the  40th  annual  National 
Leadership  and  Skills  Conference 
and  Skills  USA  Championships. 

Planera  qualified  in  the  college/ 
post  secondary  division  after  win- 
ning the  Illinois  state  CNC  MILL- 
ING Title.  Fellow  JJC  student  Kevin 
O’Connor  qualified  for  the  CNC 
LATHE  competition  in  Kansas  City 
by  winning  the  Illinois  state  CNC 
LATHE  competition.  O'Connor  fin- 
ished a very  respectable  8th  place 
in  Nationals. 

This  past  summer  more  than 
4000  students  from  every  state  and 
three  territories  competed  in  77  con- 
tests in  technical,  skilled  and  ser- 
vice occupations. 
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versity.  Af- 
ter many  years  working  in  a number  of  areas  of  nursing,  including  the  ER, 
ICU  and  PACU,  SpcrTy  decided  to  go  with  something  a bit  slower  paced,  like 
teaching. 

“It  seems  JJC  has  that  atmosphere,"  she  said.  “And  so  far,  I’ve  really 
liked  everyone  I've  met  here.” 

And  so  it  goes  for  her  partner  in  crime  and  office  companion,  new 
nursing  professor  Janet  Sullivan-Stromberg. 

“I  would  really  like  to  remain  here  at  JJC,”  Sullivan-Stromberg  said. 
"The  faculty  is  all  very  nice.” 

Sullivan-Stromberg  is  a product  of  JJC’s  nursing  program  and  Purdue 
University’s  Master’s  program.  And  although  she  always  wanted  to  be  a 
nurse,  she  also  wanted  to  be  a teacher. 

“I’ve  been  in  nursing  for  20  years,  it  was  lime  for  a change,"  Sullivan- 
Stromberg  said.  “I  always  wanted  to  leach  and  an  opportunity  came  last 
year,  and  so  here  I am.” 

The  two  both  believe  that  respect,  honesty  and  integrity  are  important 
keys  to  being  a good  nurse,  but  that  those  things  must  already  be  instilled 
in  a person  before  becoming  one.  “You  can’t  teach  those  things,  but  what  I 
try  to  do  is  teach  organization,  which  in  turn  can  help  lower  a student’s 
stress  level,"  Sullivan-Stromberg  said 

Both  women  believe  that  bringing  a sense  of  humor  to  the  classroom  is 
vital  to  the  stressful  atmosphere  their  students  endure.  It  is  evident  in  their 
interaction  that  humor  comes  naturally  to  the  two  of  them.  They  didn’t 
know  each  other  before  JJC,  but  you  would  never  know  it  by  how  close  they 
seem. 

“We're  so  lucky  to  have  each  other."  Sperry  said,  as  Sullivan-Stromberg 
nodded  in  agreement.  Two  peas  in  a pod  may  not  be  a technical  term  or  even 
a medical  term,  but  it  perfectly  describes  the  nursing  program’s  two  new 
teachers,  Nadia  Sperry  and  Janet  Sullivan-Stromberg.  Their  witty  senses  of 
humor  are  refreshing  and  warmly  welcomed  here  at  JJC. 


Professor  Profiles: 
Sperry,  Sullivan-Stromberg 
feel  their  students’  pain 


Photo  by  Stephanie  Lyman 

Nadia  Sperry,  left,  and  Janet  Sullivan-Stromberg  face  exciting 
challenges  as  new  instructors  in  the  JJC  nursing  program. 


By  Stephanie  Lyman 

Imagine  downhill  skiing — the  wind  cold  and  unforgiving,  blowing  hard 
against  your  face,  your  eyes  are  watering,  making  it  hard  to  sec  and  the  ride 
is  quick  and  swift.  You  are  all  bundled  up  because  the  weather  is  so  cold,  but 
underneath  you  are  hot  becnusc  of  the  energy  that  you  are  exerting. 

You  feel  that  you  have  no  control  over  your  actions  and  at  any  given 
moment  you  could  go  tumbling  over  the  side  of  the  black  diamond  hill  you 
weren’t  qualified  to  ski  down  to  begin  with. 

This  is  what  it  feels  like  to  be  enrolled  in  JJC's  nursing  program,  accord- 
ing to  nursing  professor  Nadia  Sperry.  But  between  new  nursing  professors 
Nadia  Sperry  and  Janet  Sullivan-Stromberg.  this  "ski-trip”  is  a bit  less  chn- 
atic  with  a more  enjoyable  ride. 

"I  think  being  new  to  JJC  helps  us  to  empathize  with  our  students," 
Sperry  said.  ‘They  are  beginning  also,  and  with  all  the  new  faculty  things 
! we  need  to  do.  we  are  experiencing  much  of  the  same  stress  that  they 


Sperry  may  be 
for  many 

years,  

Sperry 
received  her 


o JJC,  but  she  has  been  in  the  nursing  profess 


Prairie 
State  Col- 
lege and 

her  educa- 
tion at 
Governor’s 
State  Uni- 


44  / think  being  new  to  JJC  helps 
us  to  empathize  with  our 
students. ..we  are  experiencing 
much  of  the  same  stress  that 
they  are. , , 

--  Nadia  Sperry, 

Nursing  professor 
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Star  Wars  box  set  brings  old, 
new  generation  of  fans  together 


DVD  REVIEW 
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Horoscopes 

Capricorn 

(12/22-1/19) 

Deportation  is  imminent  after 
you  are  seen  watching  Gigli 
with  your  life  size  cardboard 
cutout  of  Ben  Affleck. 

Aquarius 

(1/20-2/18) 

Congratulations!  You  will 
receive  a seat  in  Congress  for 
winning  the  International 
Macho  Mustache  competition. 

Pisces 

(2/19-3/20) 

Everyone  soon  forgets  about  the 
poker  craze  after  you  are  the 
innovator  of  the  International 
Skee-Ball  tournament.  As  a 
result,  you  gain  access  to  the 
Playboy  Mansion. 

Aries 

(3/21-4/1 9) 

The  ghost  of  Fred  Berry  (Rerun 
from  “What’s  Happening?")  will 
visit  you  in  your  sleep.  Don't  be 
afraid,  he  just  wants  to  cuddle. 

Taurus 

(4/20-5/20) 

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei,  the 
spiritual  leader  of  Iran,  will 
grant  you  access  to  his  nuclear 
secrets.  Fiji  will  take  offense  to 
this  and  declare  war  on  your 
family. 

Gemini 

(5/21-6/21) 

While  walking  to  class  you  will 
be  asked  to  join  an  Alan  Parson's 
Project  cover  band.  Your 
immediate  success  will  result  in 
the  band's  sudden  break-up  and 
you  will  find  yourself  on  “Bands  ' 
Reunited"  on  ViJi. 

Cancer 

(6/22-7/22) 

While  watching  Spider-Man  and 
eating  moldy  Colby  jack  cheese, 
you  begin  to  hallucinate.  You 
start  believe  you're  Spider-Man. 
Yon  are  not.  Stay  away  from  tall 
buildings  and  super  villains.  If 
not,  it’s  going  to  be  a bad  month. 

Leo 

(7/23-8/22) 

After  putting  together  your 
Build-lt-Yourself  mechanical 
bull,  President  George  "Dubya" 
Bush  declares  it  as  a weapon  of 
mass  destruction. 

Virgo 

(8/23-9/22) 

After  hearing  a loud  grunt  from 
your  basement,  you  find  Mr.  T 
sleeping  on  a pile  of  dirty 
laundry.  Don't  get  too  close.  He 
has  an  “A-Team"  flashback  and 
punches  you  in  his  sleep. 

Libra 

(9/23-10/22) 

Hours  after  you  decide  to  grow 
a mullet,  you  will  he 
approached  by  a gentleman 
demanding  that  you  “Git’er 
done." 

Scorpio 

(10/23-11/21) 

After  walking  too  slowly  in  the 
hallway,  you  are  beaten  by  an 
angry  student.  Saving  10%  on 
your  cell  phone  was  worth  it. 
The  money  you  saved  can  be 
spent  on  your  hospital  bill. 

Sagittarius 

(11/22-12/21) 

After  moving  to  Idaho  you 
realize  how  much  you  love 
potatoes.  You  will  start  to  bathe 
in  gravy  and  smother  yourself 
in  butter.  The  opposite  sex  will 
flock  to  you  with  spoons. 


By  Ryan  Gust 

Well,  Lucas  has  done  it  again:  He 
has  successfully  recycled  a classic,  or 
possibly  a relic  of  our  time. 

Lucas  Films  LTD.  has  re- 
released  episodes  4-6  in  a more  digi- 
tized manner.  He  has  added  cut  scenes 
and  even  revamped  older  cuts  into  new 
ones,  such  as  the  Jedi  spirits  sequences 
including  the  "new"  Anakin  Skywalkcr 
(Hayden  Christensen). 

Hayden  plays  the  younger  version 
of  what  we  will  soon  know  to  be  the 
darkest  of  the  force.  Darth  Vader,  Lord 
of  the  Sith.  Lucas  has  found  a way  in 
which  he  can  meld  the  prequel  with  the 


three  original  episodes  of  the  Star  Wars 
Saga:  A New  Hope,  The  Empire  Strikes 
back,  and  The  Return  of  the  Jedi.  He 
has  used  a computer  generated  image 
of  the  young  Anakin  and  then  dubs  it 
into  the  movie  in  place  of  the  original 
actor  of  Anakin. 

This  may  anger  a few  hard  core 
fans,  but  I myself  don't  mind  as  much. 
It  presents  a stronger  union  of  the  saga, 
more  than  just  calling  it  six  different 
episodes,  but  more  as  one  large 
storyline. 


1 must  say  that  the  special  fea- 
tures in  the  box  set  are  indeed  some- 
thing to  reckon  with.  Let's  also  not  for- 
get to  mention  the  LAST  episode  of 
the  prequel  is  due  out  in  the  summer  of 
2005,  that  which  will  be 
respectively  called  "The  Revenge  of 
the  Sith,"  which  is  also  in  the  special 
features  disc. 

It  has  cut  "blue  screen"  footage 
of  what  the  new  movie  will  look  like,  as 
well  has  features  of  the  birth  of  Vader 
and  the  genesis  of  the  very  useful 


Light  saber,  the  choicest  of 
Jedi  weaponry. 

The  only  concern  that  I have  with 
the  next  movie  is  the  fact  George  Lucas 
has  a full  plate  when  it  comes  to  ex- 
plaining a lot  in  just  one  movie  to  do 
in.  This  is  neither  here  nor  there,  but 
does  impact  how  each  episode  should 
present  its  self. 

In  light  of  the  newer  generations 
not  knowing  the  fame  or  the  epic  tale  of 
intergalactic  warfare,  Lucas  has 
brought  the  old  and  new  generation 
together  in  a fresh  way  in  which  to  en- 
joy Star  Wars  for  many  more  years  to 


NO  COMMITMENT 

NO  HIDDEN  COSTS 


(THAT'S  WHAT  GIRLFRIENDS  ARE  FOR) 


Prepaid  wireless,  that's  what  Talk7racker  is  for. 


$40/mo 


Talk7racker 


• 300  Bonus  Minutes  at  activation 
’ 400  Daytime  Minutes 

■ Unlimited  Nights  and  Weekends 

■ FREE  Text  Messaging  through  November  13th 

■ Includes  Nationwide  Long  Distance 


$50 


US.  Cellular 
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Designer  fashions  and  more  for  less,  every  day. 

T.J.MAXX  GRAND  RE-OPENING 

Introducing  our  biggest  fine  jewelry  and  accessories  departments  ever! 

Joliet:  Thursday,  October  14,  8AM -10PM 


S! 


r 


Joliet 

Hiltersst  Snapping  Center. 

PlalnvlEe  Hd./Rcute  30  & Larton  Avo 
Regular  Hours 

Mcnday-Saturday,  9 30AW-9  30PM 
Sunday  1100AM-6  00PM 


TJ-mCDx 

you  should  go® 
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Now  in  the  Laura  A.  Sprague  Gallery: 


Seeing  nature  from  a different  viewpoint 


Streaks  of  pink  and  gray  wash 
down  over  a lush  green  hillside.  Rich 
oranges  and  pinks  evoke  thoughts  of 
a sunset  while  scattered  browns  add 
stark  contrast. 

You  won’t  find  these  distinct 
views  of  nature  in  the  outside  world 
but  in  the  works  of  Carol  Eacret- 
Simmons. 

On  display  in  the  Laura  A.  Sprague 
Art  Gallery  through  Oct.  29,  Viewpoints 


offers  another  take  on  environmental 
and  natural  art  with  Eacret-Simmons’s 
colorful,  abstract  paintings. 

Having  grown  up  on  a farm  in 
Pontiac,  111.,  Eacret-Simmons  has  al- 
ways had  a strong  interest  in  nature 
and  preserving  the  environment. 

Much  of  her  work  is  done  with 
acrylic  paints  on  masonite,  which  she 
likes  because  its  rigidity  can  withstand 
the  abuse  of  her  painting  process.  She 


Deneen  Claveau,  top  left,  andJacki  Ejka  admire  the  beauty  of  Carol 
Eacret-Simmons'  work  in  the  Laura  A.  Sprague  Gallery,  located  on  the 
second  floor  of  J-Building.  The  artwork  will  be  displayed  until  Oct.  29. 


Kat  Kan  Help 

Kat, 

I recently  read  your  article  in  the  Blazer.  1 was  wondering  if  you  can 
help  me  out.  I know  that  1 ant  not  the  most  attractive  person,  but  I was 
wondering  if  you  could  give  me  some  advice  on  how  to  pick  up  girls. 
What  techniques  can  I use  and  is  there  a certain  way  that  I should  talk, 
act  or  dress  in  order  to  get  their  attention? 

BJ. 

DearBJ., 

You  do  not  have  to  act  or  dress  a certain  way  to  get  a girls  attention. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  be  yourself.  Many  girls  don't  like  a guy  who  puts 
on  a false  face;  do  not  dress,  talk  or  act  any  differently  than  you 
uormally  would.  Do  you  want  the  girl  of  your  dreams  falling  for  you  or 
your  alter  ego?  Strike  up  a conversation  and  try  not  to  be  shy.  Try 
saying  something  like,  "It  s a beautiful  day  out,"  or  "Boy  the  parking 
stinks  today.  If  she  responds  then  try  to  keep  the  conversation  going. 
You  may  be  able  to  learn  a little  about  her  just  from  a few  minutes  of  chit- 
chat. Everyone  has  their  match;  and  yours  might  be  in  the  same  class  or 
maybe  in  the  check-out-line  at  the  grocery  store.  Remember  to  always  be 
yourself. 

Best  of  luck. 

Kat 

Kot  Kan  Help  is  a monthly  advice  column  designed  to  answer 
student  questions  about  school,  life  or  anything  else.  Kat  is  a student, 
not  a professional,  but  she  will  do  her  best  to  answer  your  questions. 

Send  questions  to  KatKanHelp@hotmail.com 


doesn’t  consider  herself  a traditional 
painter  and  this  is  evident  in  her  work 
with  its  mixed  media  style  of  layers  and 
collage  effects  used  within  the  pieces. 

"Every  time  you  add  a layer  on 
your  artwork  it  adds  another  layer  of 
meaning,”  says  Eacret-Simmons. 

Eacret-Simmons  graduated  from 
Illinois  State  University  with  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  fine  arts  and  re- 
ceived her  master's  degree  in  fine  arts 


from  Kansas  State  University.  This  is 
her  second  year  teaching  as  an  assis- 
tant professor  of  art  at  Dickinson  State 
University  in  North  Dakota. 

"If  you  really  want  to  leam  a sub- 
ject, you  have  to  teach  it  to  somebody,” 
she  says.  “When  you  teach,  it  can’t 
help  but. . .color  a little  bit  of  what  you 
do.  It  keeps  you  vital.  It  keeps  you  in- 
terested. Although,  that's  never  been 
a problem  for  me." 


Photos 

by 

Andrew 

Hrubec 


Trinity  Christian  College-Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 

T r,1  A N A G E A S L £ AFFORDABLE  TIMELY 


In  as  little  as  two  years,  you  can  complete  your  bachelor's  degree  and/or  earn  your  teaching 
certification.  Trinity's  Adult  Studies  program  is  accelerated  and  meets  only  one  night  a week, 
to  give  you  maximum  benelits  with  minimal  interruption  to  your  daily  schedule. 

At  Trinity  you'll  find  a community  where  learning  reaches  beyond  the  classroom  to  till  your  heart, 
mind  and  spirit.  It’s  a place  where  you  can  take  the  next  step  for  fulfilling  God’s  plan  (or  your  life. 


Choose  from: 

• Bachelor  of  Science  in  Business 
(laptop  computer  included  with  paid  tu 


1 Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Education  with 
Teaching  Certification 


'laptop  ccmpu 


Call  us  today  at  708.239.4768  for  more  information  and  to  receive  a no-obligation  transcript  evaluation. 


Phone:  708.239.4768  Fax:  708.239.3983 


"The  day  I started  taking  advantage  of  the  UPS  Earn  and 
Learn'  Program,  they  took  care  of  everything.  All  the  fees, 
all  the  books  and  I definitely  recommend  UPS." 


- Jacob  Sulwer 
School:  Joliet  Junior  College 
Major:  Electrical  Engineering 
Job:  Part-Time  Supervisor  al  UPS 


Th 


Earn 

Learn 


Get  as  much  as 


UPS  salutes  Jacob  aritThis  intelligent 
to  furthering  his  education. 

Considering  everything  that  a college  student  has  to  pay  for,  you  might 
want  to  consider  a part-time  job  with  UPS,  which  provides  a nice 
paycheck  and  benefits.  Qualify  for  our  Earn  and  Learn®  Program,  and 
you'll  also  receive  help  with  your  education-related  expenses. 


$23,000* 

in  College 
Financial  Assistance 


To  learn  more  about  Part-Time 
Package  Handler  Opportunities 
and  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn* 
Program  at  Joliet  Junior  College, 
please  contact  Essence  Brass  at: 
708.387.3471  or  visit: 


Equal  Opportunity  Employer  • 'Program  Guide 


www.upsjobs.com/chicago 
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Special  effects,  graphic  scenes  score  big 
in  zombie  spoof,  Shaun  of  the  Dead 


By  Ryan  Gust 

The  setting  is  in  a place  very  fa- 
miliar to  most  Americans.  It  is  the 
work  force,  and  how  much  we  hate  it. 
and  can  do  without  it.  This  is  a time- 
less story  of  a man  who  is  a wash 
out  in  his  job. 

Shaun  (Simon  Pegg)  also  is  fal- 
tering with  his  relationship  with  his 
beautiful  girlfriend  Liz  (Kate 
Ashfield).  He  is  in  constant  dire 
straits  with  her  and  wants  to  make  it 
up  to  her  by  treating  her  to  a nice 
anniversary  dinner. 

Much  to  his  dismay,  he  has  for- 
gotten to  arrange  such  a nice  dinner 
and  yielded  to  the  very  common  night 
of  going  to  the  local  pub.  Liz  will  not 
stand  for  it  and  breaks  the  relation- 
ship off. 

This  then  sets  of  the  story  of  vio- 
lence and  un-dead  tyranny.  Flat- 


Photo  courtesy  of  MovleWeb.con 

Liz  ( Kale  Ashfield)  and  Shaun  (Simon  Pegg)  prepare  to  battle  zombies  with  the  greatest  weapon  of  all,  pool 
cues. 


mate  and  common  protagonist  of  the 
film  Ed  (Nick  Frost)  tries  to  get  a handle 
on  things  and  cheers  his  buddy  up  with 
his  spread  of  alcoholic  induced  activi- 
ties. The  hilarity  begins  with  an  abun- 
dance of  bloodshed  and  rampant  beat- 
ings of  zombies,  while  listening  to  the 


illustrious  sounds  of  Queen's 
frontman,  Freddie  Mercury. 

There  also  is  a wide  display  of 
body  language  humor;  from  darts  to 
the  head  to  snapping  cricket  bats  on 
zombie  heads.  1 found  it  funny  that  the 
art  of  zombie  killing  was  conveyed  as 


being  a difficult  thing  to  do  in  the  film. 

This  cockney  spoken  duo  is  bound 
to  run  into  some  diverse  events,  mostly 
killing  off  closet  comrades  such  as  a 
flat-mate  named  Pete,  and  eventually 
taking  his  car  to  flee  from  town. 

Numerous  cinematic  devices  were 


used  in  this  picture.  One  common  one 
used  in  spoof  movies  such  as  Mel 
Brooks'  Spaceballs,  or  Starsky  & 
Hutch  was  the  very  useful  Negative 
Reality  inversion. 

This  device  expedites  a clever  hu- 
mor of  displaying  a set  of  characters 
TWICE  but  in  a humorous  light.  It  may 
be  subtle,  but  it  made  a useless  scene 
a funny  one. 

Another  device  was  the  use  of  a 
panoramic  tracking  of  the  camera  to 
"capture"  the  overwhelming  feeling  of 
zombie  encroachment.  I was  im- 
pressed with  the  emotion  that  had  cap- 
tured me  throughout  the  film. 

This  film  has  also  produced  the 
most  wretched  sequence  of  human 
death  1 have  ever  seen.  I mean  this  was 
worse  then  when  Freddie 
Krueger  busted  out  of  that  girl  in  the 
dream  sequence,  man.  I almost  gagged. 

One  of  the  mates  who  fled  the 
scene  was  "ripped"  apart!  You  could 
see  the  real  technology  that  we  in 
today's  society  have  been  exposed  to. 
You  could  see  his  spleen ! The  void  in 
the  victim’s  face  draws  a very  vivid 
picture  of  raw  pain  lie  was  experienc- 
ing. 

Suffice  to  say,  the  death  led  to  the 
climaxing  events  later  to  come  between 
the  trio  of  Shaun,  Ed  and  Liz  all  of 
which  isn't  TOTALLY  predictable. 

All  in  all  I enjoyed  the  warped 
screen  writing  in  this  picture.  So  I en- 
courage you  shell  out  the  money  to 
sec  this  horror  flick  with  intent  to  make 
you  laugh. 


See 


Millikin 


at 


Illinois  Colleges 
Universities  Fair 

Tuesday,  November  2 


LIKIN 

UNIVERSITY 

1184  West  Main  Street  3 Decatur,  Illinois  62522 
(800)373-7733,  press  5 ' admis@millikin.edu  3 www.millikin.edu 


Learn  about: 


» $7,500  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
honorary  scholarships. 

" Our  transfer  policy... 
only  12  credits  needed  to 
transfer! 

° The  value  of  a Millikin 
education  - 97%  of  our  grads 
get  jobs  within  6 months! 

» Over  50  majors  to  choose  from. 
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Some  lost  tales: 


The  misadventures  of  a summer  recluse 


by  Malt  Sheehan 

The  following  is  a recounting  of 
resident  Blazer  loner  Matt  Sheehan  'j 
voyages  through  the  summer  of 2004. 
Such  narratives  were  thought  to  he 
lost  through  tornadoes,  shifting  of  edi- 
torial staffs  and  laziness.  This  piece  of 
legend  was  recently  discovered  by  an 
anonymous  person  in  an  undisclosed 
location.  The  seemingly  nonsensical, 
incoherent  ramhlings  may  seem  to  be 
inappropriate,  but  we  wanted  to  pre- 
serve the  unique  tale  of  a young  vaga- 
bond and  his  struggles  against  an  op- 
pressive society.  This,  however,  is  evi- 
dence that  goes  to  prove  what  we  have 
known  all  along:  Mr.  Sheehan  is 
strange. 

******* *************** 

Wednesday,  May  19,  2004:  The 
most  anticipated  film  on  my  list  this 
summer  is  Shrek  2.  And  that  day  has 
arrived!  One  of  the  best  of  the  year,  I 
must  say — right  up  there,  tied  with  Kill 
Bill:  Volume  2 for  tt\.  Puss-In-Boots 


rules!  Who  says  cartoons  aren’t  fun 
for  adults  too?!  Shrek  2,  despite  being 
slightly  not  as  brilliant  as  Shrek,  it  cer- 
tainly comes  close. 

Wednesday,  June  30,  2004:  Spi- 
der-Man 2 — GREAT!  What  summer 
movies  are  made  of!  Every  single  comic 
book  movie  made  from  here  on  out 
should  take  notes  while  watching  this 
gem.  I think  this  will  be  the  year  of  the 
spider. . . 

Thursday,  July  29, 2004:  Yawn! 
Work  at  6 A.M.  Lack  of  sleep  but  caf- 
feine is  starting  to  kick  in  from  the  32 
oz.  Coffee  from  Speedway.  What  time 
is  it?  12  P.M. — high  noon.  That  means 
one  thing:  lunchtime!  But  behold  the 
conversation  up  in  the  break  room. 

Apparently  a woman  had  bought 
a bag  of  grapes,  brought  them  home, 
opened  them  up  and — surprise! — dis- 
covered a black  widow  spider  within. 
It  just  so  happens  that  the  grocery 
store  the  woman  bought  it  from  was 
my  place  of  employment:  Jewel-Osco 


in  Lemont,  IL. 

One  friend  from  front  end  (cash- 
iers & baggers)  told  me  that  one  of  the 
female  workers  from  that  department 
had  just  gotten  off  of  the  phone  with 
WGN  News.  Interested,  was  I.  In- 
trigued. So  I went  outside  to  finish  my 
break. 

Spacing  out  a little,  I looked  down 
at  the  end  of  the  parking  lot,  unbe- 
knownst that  a white  detective-style 
car  was  there  with  a man  standing  out- 
side of  the  car  with  a television  camera 
on  his  shoulder.  That  man  ended  up 
being  from  ABC  7 News. 

My  parents  saw  me  from  afar  on 
TV — they  recognized  my  slouching.  It 
was  all  over  the  news:  Channels  5, 7, 9 
and  32.  And  the  Chicago  Tribune  and 
Daily  Southtown  both  carried  the  story 
the  next  day.  Naturally,  it  took  CBS  2 
News  and  the  Chicago  Sun-Times  a day 
late  to  get  the  story  out.  Channel  2 even 
did  a live  exclusive  from  the  parking 
lot — on  Friday  night,  even  after  every- 
one else  has  carried  the  story. 

Anyways,  the  store,  the  woman 
and  the  spider  all  got  their  15  minutes 
of  fame. 

Monday,  August  9, 2004  It  is  so 
great  to  see  a major  motion  picture  be- 
ing filmed  in  the  Windy  City  again.  I 
mean,  even  the  film  with  our  town  for  a 
title  was  filmed  in  Vancouver  (damn 
Canadians  and  their  cheap  labor!). 

Chicago,  always  an  inspiration  for 
Gotham  City  in  comic  books,  is  among 
a few  cities  being  used  as  a backdrop 
for  the  latest  Batman  feature.  Batman 
Begins.  The  cast  itself  is  enough  to  get 
excited  over:  Christian  Bale,  Katie 
Holmes,  Gary  Oldman,  Liam  Neeson, 
Morgan  Freeman,  Michael  Caine. 

The  film  will  be  written  and  di- 
rected by  the  brilliant  Christopher 
Nolan  ( Memento , Insomnia),  who 


draws  the  story  from  Frank  Miller's 
comic  book  Batman:  Year  One,  explor- 
ing the  early  years  of  the  Caped  Cru- 
sader. Rumor  has  it  that  when  the  script 
called  for  “and  underground  road," 
Nolan  (who’s  brother  resides  in  Chi- 
cago) immediately  thought  of  Lower 
Wacker  Drive.  In  fact,  word  has  it  that 
the  crew  loved  filming  there  so  much 
that  they  wrote  more  script  for  Lower 
Wacker.  Chicago — definitely  my  kind 
of  town. 

We  (a  group  of  friends  and  I)  shall 
venture  downtown,  pay  an  exorbitant 
amount  of  money  for  parking  and  look 
catch  a glimpse  of  filming.  After  park- 
ing off  of  State  Street  and  venturing 
down  past  places  where  they  do  stuff 
you  won't  see  on  Broadway,  we  made 
our  way  to  the  State  Street  bridge  at 
Wacker. 

However,  we  were  stopped  by  a 
young  man  in  his  mid-to-Iate-20s  who 
said  could  go  no  father  west  on  Wacker. 
My  friend  claimed  he  was  Robin,  but 
that  still  didn’t  work. 

From  State,  Dearborn,  Clark  and 
LaSalle  and  onto  at  least  Wells  or 
Franklin,  streets  were  blocked  it  seems 
even  local  traffic.  Ho,  hum.  I guess  I’ll 
have  to  wait  until  next  year  when 
Batman  Begins  hits  theaters.  Hey,  at 
least  we  tried! 

And  now  to  pause,  in  memoriam 
Ronald  Reagan:  An  actor  and  a Presi- 
dent is  lost — 1961-2004;  Ray  Charles: 
One  of  music’s  legends — 1930-2004; 
Marlon  Brando:  Whether  screaming  for 
"Stella!”  or  making  an  offer  nobody 
could  refuse,  THE  single  greatest  ac- 
tor EVER;  Rick  James:  A superfreak  to 
the  end,  even  by  Dave  Chappelle — 
1948-2004;  Julia  Child:  She  definitely 
got  me  to  cook — 1912-2004. 

Saturday,  August  14, 2004: 1 have 
never  been  to  a single  Wizard  World 


A rare  photograph  of  the  recluse 
with  X-Men  2 star,  Kelly  Hu. 


Chicago  convention  ever,  so  in  or- 
der not  to  drop  money  and  not  like 
it,  I’ve  decided  to  volunteer  my  ser- 
vices, as  did  my  friend  Will;  we  get 
free  admission  to  the  show  when  we 
do.  He  is  there  to  see  “Buffy”  star 
Amber  Benson  and  “Buffy"  creator 
Joss  Whedon. 

Meanwhile,  I am  there  to  see  Jay 
& Silent  Bob — Jason  Mewes  & 
Kevin  Smith — and  Kelly  Hu.  Not 
only  do  1 miss  the  autograph  ses- 
sion for  Kevin  Smith,  but  I am  un- 
able to  get  his  autograph  at  the  Q&  A 
session  (I  did  get  Jason  Mewes, 
though).  Kevin  Smith  put  me  into 
tears — from  so  much  laughter!  From 
defending  Ben  Affleck  to  giving  his 
thoughts  on  the  Lord  of  the  Rings 
films  (“All  it’s  really  about  is  taking 
a long  walk. . .”),  I came  out  of  it  in 
stitches. 

Then  there  is  Kelly  Hu.  Beauti- 
ful, kind  and  sweet,  Ms.  Hu  ( X2 : X- 
Men  United,  The  Scorpion  King ) 
was  gracious  for  photos  and  auto- 
graphs. And  look — its...  Lou 
Ferrigno!  Scott  "I  fake  beat  up 
George  Clooney  in  Ocean's  IT 
Schwartz!  Glenn  “Otho  from 
Beetlejuice"  Shadixx!  Wow — a 
who's  who  of  “Who?" 


Photos  courtesy  of  Matt  Sheehan 

Jason  Mewes,  left,  side-kick  to  Kevin  Smith  and  Matt  Sheehan. 


TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Part-Time 

Full-Time 

Convenient 

Online 

Degree 

Short  Course 

Certificate 


IIT  provides  the  skills 
3 knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  100  degree 
and  certificate 
programs  available 


Information  Technology 
& Management 

(onpirir  ont  Ntfwnk  Sonjitiy 
Pri[ocf  Hoiopnoit 
NotwoikiiQ  oid  Cairrmnlr«i'«m 

Sjfrwns  hrdaptnfll 
Dott  Mino|onsal 
Inlrnot  otd  Elidronu  Connotti 
Sytiimi  Adniniilnilion 
Industrial  Technology 
& Management 
Industrial  Lcjhlia 
Induslriol  facilities 
lanuladiilnp  lachniltgy 


Electrical  & 

Computer 

Engineering 

Architecture 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Humanities 

Civil 

Engineering 

Psychology 


Transfer  Scholarships 
Available 

Locations  in  Wheaton 
and  Chicago 

Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  a bachelors  degree 
Make  an  appointment  with  an  adviser  today 


www.nhedu 

(630)  682-6001 


-ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  ▼ 

OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Advertisment 

College  student  tries  to  return  uneaten 
food  for  partial  refund 


Clicdtiiig  hu  •Itxnily  a<  Ihu 
Arxly  IViiistOLinir  u-iviilly  pN8iiil,-<l 

mill  * j'laUM.fj.u'lsd-o^T  fuel,  limn 

vjiiluj  Ik-  iliiliil  iryv'ii  Tlio  cashicr- 


oll.vo  ;-'uiloil  ilKv-kui”  acvuunl  TK-V  palliviic  1 nwi*  really  likoil  him 
I <litwr  cajIikt  when  wc  wir*-  knL*  nUiir  ' WnychicV  -nhu  ray.-*  hi 
m>«niy  Px  lh<  imjimally  ww  fnuiKully  sawil  hy  W-Ashiiizlun  Mulujl'i 
— - ■ ■ Fin  Ctwikipii  Deluxe — thought  Ins 

“tMcuatthe 

“;ls  hi'O'Swk  r 1 al  tin  awni  linn-.’  htUte,  SO  tvfiy  should  Finunml  CV-nlc* 0* go  lo  wuniu  cum  Ttnn 
'ti.  viid  Poriit*«iiur  liatladlfftmnt  laU  tv  i.-*v  c»uJd  .ii|iii  up  fx  Fr«i  1 twkin*- 

) iliAi‘1  i,n  ltv  hxv  oulr.  boulil  1 pty  M pay  jor  It.  an  acomiil  wiili  ofViixal  Deluxe  t*i-.uv* 

Ill  0 . in  bill  pa  inii  tad) 

or IVtnsU iin-i’j  <!>l  II  u-.n  monthly  f*vj  tad id un  H» hi*  ilKwltt  lo  Fr*v ClK-ckUv"  wild WtyClIRlC Tm rv-.it 

11  It*!'  Iwckll  . ..  up:  III...  Ii  ...  I-  ...  r . I • Ill  i-ir  . I-I  - .‘.'III  hi-,,  .!]•;. II.  1 m ,.r.;|  | MM 

ail  “Andy  ha*  him  jhhiikJkI  fo»  inonlM  tiy  revs  00  hi*  Ilia  phone  calls  litlu-r  ) might  own  Clituig*  my  name  " 


FREE  CHECKING  DELUXE  □ Washington  Mutual 

1-IM-788-IOM  t o HUM*  .Y.tKST 


adult  AND  TRANSFER- 
OPEN  HOUSE 
’ Oct.  26, 4-7  p.mj 


SPORTS 

October  13,  2004 


page  11 


Men’s  soccer  triumph  over  Rock 
Valley  College  boosts  confidence 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  Wolves  recently  defeated 
N4C  opponent  Rock  Valley  College 
on  Oct.  5 by  the  score  of  3-0. 

Ikenna  Umebuani  had  a major 
contribution  to  the  victory,  scoring 
all  three  goals  for  the  hat  trick.  As- 
sisting Umebuani  were  Jayson 
Schippits  and  Angel  Contreras. 
Daniel  Diaz  also  contributed  to  the 
win,  recording  a total  of  14  saves  in 
the  game. 

This  win  is  exactly  what  the 
Wolves  need  to  boost  their  confi- 
dence level.  After  taking  a tough  3-0 
loss  to  Robert  Morris  College,  the 
men's  soccer  team  definitely  needed 


to  get  back  on  the  winning  track. 

This  late  in  the  season  a loss  is 
too  crucial  to  the  team’s  overall  suc- 
cess. If  the  Wolves  keep  up  their  de- 
termination and  hard  work,  they  may 
still  be  deemed  conference  champs. 

The  next  couple  of  weeks  is  some- 
thing that  the  men’s  soccer  team  is 
going  to  have  to  focus  on.  Teams  like 
Moraine  Valley,  College  of  DuPage  and 
Waubonsee  College  are  all  among  the 
top  ranking  teams  in  the  N4C  confer- 
ence. In  order  to  beat  those  teams  in 
the  rankings,  JJC  will  have  to  be  con- 
sistent from  this  point  on. 

The  Wolves  will  take  on  Morton 
College  at  3:30  p.m,  Oct.  1 9.,  at  the  JJC 


Main  Campus.  The  team  was  sched- 
uled to  play  College  of  Dupage  at  home 
on  Oct.  12  as  the  newspaper  went  to 
press.  The  men’s  soccer  team  could  use 
some  support  from  the  stands  through- 
out the  rest  of  the  season. 

Upcoming  games 

Thursday,  Oct  14  at  4:00  p.m. 

Away:  Kennedy-King College 

Tuesday,  Oct.  19  at  3:30  p.m. 

Home:  Morton  College 

Thursday,  Oct  21  at  3:30  p.m. 

Away:  South  Suburban  College 


MORE 
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At  NLU,  you  have  more.,  .more  programs  to  choose  from,  more  locations  to  attend,  mere  courses  to 
enroll  in,  more  value  for  your  money,  a mo/e  personal  experience  in  smaller  classes... more  of 
everything  that  makes  getting  your  bachelor's  degree  smarter  and  faster. 


Four  exciting  accelerated  programs  to  choose  from: 

* Applied  Behavioral  Sciences  * Management  (also  available  online) 

* Health  Care  Leadership  * Management  Information  Systems  (also  available  online) 
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Yes. there  is  more.  ..at  National-Louis  University.  Our  accelerated  degree  completion  programs 
let  you  complete  your  bachelor's  degree  in  as  little  as  12  months.  That  means  more  time  spent 
on  your  life  and  in  your  career,  less  in  school.  A bachelor's  degree  can  be  the  ticket  to 
more... more  control,  more  opportunity,  more  reward,  more  success  and  more  fulfillment. 


Women’s  volleyball 
on  road  to  regionals 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  Lady  Wolves  defeated  N4C 
rival,  College  of  DuPage,  Tuesday  Oct. 
5,  in  Glen  Ellyn,  1L.  The  Wolves  took 
three  of  the  five  games  by  scores  of 
25-30, 30-15, 30-14, 28-30.  and  15-11. 

Leading  the  way  were  Emily  Soto 
with  14  kills,  16  digs,  and  6 aces;  Lisa 
Ccrcello  with  15  kills  and  22  digs  and 
Stacy  Yates  with  33  assists  and  1 1 digs. 

The  Wolves  recently  traveled  to 
Parkland  College  for  a tournament  Fri- 
day, Oct.  1 , and  Saturday,  Oct.  2.  They 
came  into  the  tournament  defeating 
Kirkland  Community  College  with  a fi- 
nal of  30-13  and  30-14.  However,  the 
Wolves  dropped  two  games,  falling  to 
Shawnee  Community  College  by  a final 
score  of  22-30  and  25-30,  in  favor  of 
Shawnee. 

The  Wolves  were  back  in  action 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  2,  to  defeat  Parkland 
College  and  Danville  Area  Community 
College.  They  took  a tough  loss  to  Iowa 
Central  Community  College  with  a final 


of  23-30, 30-21,  and  16-14. 

With  five  regular  season  games 
left,  the  Wolves  are  approaching  the 
regional  playoffs,  which  will  be  held  in 
Grayslake,  IL.  on  Nov.  5-6. 

These  next  few  games  are  crucial 
entering  this  regional  tournament.  Last 
year  the  Lady  Wolves  were  the  D-III, 
Region  IV  runners-up.  This  year  the 
Wolves  hope  to  be  able  to  become 
NJCAA  champions. 

If  the  women's  volleyball  team 
continues  to  win,  it  will  not  only  boost 
the  team's  confidence,  it  will  nlso  put 
the  team  in  a good  ranking  going  into 
the  regional  playoffs.  The  team  has 
been  working  hard  all  year  mid  they 
really  need  their  leaders  to  step-up  and 
take  them  to  the  next  level. 

Conic  help  cheer  the  Lady  Wolves 
on  as  they  complete  their  road  to  vic- 
tory. 

The  Wolves  will  tackle  McHenry 
Community  College  tomorrow,  Oct.  14, 
in  Crystal  Lake,  IL,,  at  6 p.m. 


vru 

Photo  courtesy  of  the  Athletic  Department 

Setter  Stacey  Yates  serves  during  a recent  game. 


Transfer  to 
USF  with  Ease! 
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Football’s  offense,  defense  work 
together  to  break  losing  streak 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  Wolves  arc  4-3  on  Ihc  season 
after  beating  College  of  DuPagc  Satur- 
day, Oct.  9.  The  win  is  the  second  in  a 
row  for  the  Wolves  after  a two-game 
losing  streak  earlier  in  the  season. 

The  Wolves  defeated  rock  Val- 
ley^? on  Oct.  2 after  two  straight 
losses  to  Ellsworth  Community  Col- 
lege and  Grand  Rapids  Community  Col- 
lege. 

During  all  of  head  coach  Bob 
MacDougall’s  five-year  career  at  JJC, 
he  has  never  lost  three  straight  games 
in  a season.  With  the  two-game  win- 
ning streak,  it  is  not  too  late  to  turn  the 
season  around  and  win  the  final  three 
games  of  the  season. 

The  Wolves  fell  to  undefeated 
Grand  Rapids  on  Sept.  25  by  the  final 
score  of  17-14.  So  far  this  season,  the 
Wolves  have  not  been  been  beaten 
badly  by  any  team  in  the  conference. 

The  team  has  been  strjving  for 
consistency  all  season.  If  the  defense 
gave  an  effective  push  consistently 
throughout  all  four  quarters,  it  would 
be  easier  for  the  Wolves  offense  to  gain 
momentum  at  the  end  of  the  game.  The 
offense  had  been  creating  the  plays  to 
win,  but  they  just  ran  out  of  time.  That 
wasn’t  the  case  though  against  Rock 
Valley.  The  Wolves  came  to  play,  and 
they  won  by  the  score  of  14-7. 

Maybe  the  two  losses  helped  the 
defense  realize  that  they  needed  to  be 
more  aggressive  on  the  field,  which  is 
just  what  they  were  against  Rock  Val- 
ley Community  College. 

Defensive  standouts  include: 
Brett  Farmer  who  recorded  two  sacks, 


their  performance  on  the  field.  All  the 
rest  of  the  games  are  going  to  be  tough 
competition  with  Air  Force  Academy, 
Grand  Rapids  and  Harper  College  all 
ahead  of  them. 

If  they  can  continue  to  win,  they 
could  possibly  compete  in  the 
postseason  bowl  game  in  Cedar  Falls, 
IA.,Nov.  21. 

The  team  could  use  some  support 
from  the  stands  for  the  next  couple  of 
games,  so  come  and  watch  them  play 
at  the  Joliet  Memorial  Stadium. 


goal  for  the  Lady  Wolves  Soccer 
Defending  the  goal  has  definitely  not 
been  a problem  to  Gullet,  who  has 
recorded  numerous  saves.  Her 
staunch  goaltending  has  helped  the 
defense  stay  confident  in  the  back 
field.  Recently.  Gullet  has  also 
the  chance  to  play  on  the  field  to 
the  offensive 

This  freshman  is  capable  of  helping 
‘v  ~ the 


the  Ladv  Wolves 


Diaz  ha: 

- j with  only  : 

few  games  left  in  the  season. 

The  sophomore  goalie  from  Jolie 
West  has  also  found  some  play  timi 
on  the  offensive  side.  Against  Tritoi 
College,  Diaz  came  out  of  the  box  an< 
1 for  the  Wolves,  lettinj 
the  2-1  victory. 


Joe  Sills,  78,  gels  a handful  of  jersey  as  he  tries  lo  make  a block  in  a recent  game. 


Saint  ♦Xavier 
University 

■Hm  dote  are  your 
dreamt  ft?  fru£? 


Keith  Swon  with  a sack,  Steve  Oliver, 
Anthony  Brown,  and  Lamont  Thomas 
all  had  one  interception.  Shaun 
Richardson  ruffed  up  Rock  Valley  quar- 
terback with  three  sacks. 

The  offense  continued  their  suc- 
cess on  the  field,  thanks  to  Matt  Caffey 


and  Sam  Roberts.  Each  rushed  for  a 
touchdown.  Fullback  Damon  Mehlberg 
caught  a 2-point  conversion  pass  from 
quarterback  Dustin  Powell. 

Grand  Rapids  continues  to  be  un- 
defeated in  their  season,  but  the 
Wolves  definitely  gave  them  a run  for 
the  money. 


The  offensive  remained  produc- 
tive whenever  they  acquired  the  ball. 
Larry  Turner  and  Nate  Hardwick  both 
recorded  touchdowns,  while  Damon 
Mehlberg  contributed  with  a two-point 
conversion. 

For  the  rest  of  the  season,  the 
Wolves  are  going  to  have  to  step  up 


Only  a few 
games  left! 

Friday,  Oct.  15 

Air  Force  JV 
Home  - 12  p.m. 

Saturday,  Oct  23 

Grand  Rapids  C.C. 
Away  - 5 p.m. 

Saturday,  Oct  30 

Harper  College  . 
Home  - 6 p.m. 


You  dream  big.  Now,  Saint  Xavier  University  can  help  make  those  dreams  come  true  with:  affordable 
tuition,  generous  financial  aid,  94%  placement  rate, convenient  locations,  Illinois  Articulation  Initiative  (I Al) 
and  flexible  schedules. 

• OPEN  HOUSE  - October  17th  • 

Chicago  Campus 
Shannon  Center  • Noon-3pm 

Speak  with  faculty.  Meet  current  SXU  students.  Tour  our  beautiful  campus. 

Chicago  Campus  • 3700  W.  1 03rd  St.  • Chicago,  IL  • ph:  773-298-3050 
Orland  Park  Campus  • 18230  Orland  Parkway  • Orland  Park,  IL  • ph:  708-802-6200 

www.sxu.edu 
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NCAAW  encourages 
responsible  drinking 


By  Randal  Donley 

It  is  a regular  night  of  fun;  a couple 
of  drinks,  nothing  major.  Sure,  your  vi- 
sion is  a little  out  of  focus,  and  your 
mind  is  far  from  the  legal  limit  of  .08, 
but  what’s  one  more  drink  going  to 
hurt? 

You  instinctively  enter  your  car. 
Minutes  Inter,  you're  surrounded  by 
ear-splitting  sirens  and  in  the  middle 
of  an  alarming  situation.  Your  night  of 
fun  took  an  unexpected  turn  for  the 
worse.  This  remains  an  ongoing  con- 
sequence of  driving  under  the  influ- 

The  death  of  a close  friend,  possi- 
bly even  your  own,  can  result  from  that 
"one  more  drink.’’ 

Of  the  total  17,419  deaths  in  Illi- 
nois in  2002, 41  percent  were  automo- 
bile accidents  involving  alcohol.  Nearly 
258,000  people  suffered  injuries  from 
alcohol-related  incidents,  and  over 
3,069  drivers  under  the  age  of  21  lost 
their  driving  privileges  after  being 
charged  with  a DUI,  according  to  the 
Illinois  Secretary  of  States’  most  recent 
DUI  fact  book. 

It’s  these  kinds  of  statistics  that 
keep  campuses  nationwide  involved  in 
an  annual  awareness  program. 

In  the  week  of  Oct.  17,  JJC's  Stu- 
dent Wellness  Council  launched  the 
annual  National  Collegiate  Alcohol 
Awareness  Week.  Students  and  staff 
members  stopped  by  the  bridge  be- 
tween 1 1 a.m.  and  1 p.m.  and  contrib- 
uted to  a week  of  games,  lectures,  free 
food  and  prizes. 

"The  main  purpose  of  this  week  is 
to  encourage  students  to  be  respon- 
sible with  their  alcohol,"  says  Pam 
Dilday,  the  Holistic  Wellness  Coordi- 
nator at  JJC. 

“I'm  not  going  to  tell  students  not 
to  drink,  the  reality  is  that  this  is  a col- 
lege campus,  and  they  get  hit  with  that 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 


With  friends  cheering  him  on  the  sidelines,  Neal  Wicks  attemps  to  walk  a straight  line,  a standard  field  sobriety  test,  while  donning  the  stylish 
“Fatal  Vision" goggles.  The  goggles  are  used  to  simulate  how  a person's  vision  is  affected  after  3-4  drinks. 


kind  of  information  all  of  the  time.  I say 
you  need  to  make  responsible  choices. 
Don’t  drink  and  drive,  and  know  your 
limits,"  Dilday  said. 


The  NCAAW  evolved  from  stu- 
dent leadership  organizations  such  as 
Boost  Alcohol  Consciousness  Con- 
cerning the  Health  of  University  Stu- 


dents and  Greeks  Advocating  Mature 
Management  of  Alcohol  in  1975  at  the 
University  of  Florida. 

Since  then,  their  prevention  effort 


has  turned  into  the  largest  active  orga- 
nization through  higher  education  na- 
tionwide. 

See  NCAAW  on  page  8 
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BLAZER  VIEW 
Frodo  may  be  your  cousin 

In  a world  full  of  hate  and  discrimination  there’s  a 
new  human  race  that  has  been  discovered  that  we  can 
add  to  that  list.  On  an  island  in  between  Australia  and 
Asia,  small  hobbit-like  people  may  have  rummaged 
across  the  island  in  search  of  a golden  ring  with  magi- 
cal powers. 

Scientists  from  Australia  and  Indonesia  unearthed 
bones  of  miniature  people  on  the  island  of  Flores. 
Their  skulls  are  the  size  of  grapefruits  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  they  may  have  lived  with  pigmy  elephants, 
known  as  stegodons,  and  komodo  dragons. 

The  roughly  three-foot  tall  homo  floresiensis  in- 
habited the  island  between  18,000  and  13,000  years 
ago.  Along  with  the  skeletal  remains  of  this  newly  dis- 
covered human  race,  bones  of  giant  rodents,  dwarf 
elephants  and  komodo  dragons  were  found  along  with 
stone  tools  that  were  used  by  the  “hobbit”  people,  as 
scientists  have  nicknamed  them. 

Much  like  the  entire  human  race  the  environmental 
surroundings  forced  the  homo  floresiensis  to  adapt 
accordingly.  Scientists  feel  that  their  genetics  may  have 
changed  in  order  to  survive  and  they  were  forced  to 
become  short. 

Pound  for  pound  these  are  the  smartest  known 
people  to  ever  traipse  across  Mother  Earth.  It’s  very 
exciting  to  learn  that  the  evolutionary  chain  is  more 
complex  than  previously  hypothesized.  Imagine  what 
else  scientists  have  yet  to  discover  across  this  vast 
world. 

It  is  unknown  whether  or  not  the  modem  human 
race  had  interacted  with  the  homo  floresiensis. 

We  may  have  been  able  to  learn  a lot  from  this 
short-statured  species.  But  we  at  the  Blazer  feel  that 
they  would  have  been  taken  advantage  of. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Student  responds  to  Oct.  13 
presidential  debate  commentaries 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Blazer: 

I recently  read  a commentary  by 
Ian  Wright  in  the  Oct.  1 3 issue  of  your 
paper.  I was  extraordinarily  disap- 
pointed in  its  content. 

Jim  Allocco,  as  opposed  to  Mr. 
Wright,  provided  a very  clear,  well  sup- 
ported view  of  a debate  without  being 
overtly  biased. 

The  major  issue  I had  with  Mr. 
Wright's  article  was  not  his  opinion,  it 
was  his  inability  to  support  said 
opinion.  He  refers  to  the  “Flip- Flopping 
Kerry'  as  a cultural  myth. 

Though  I agree  that  discrepancies 
in  his  opinion  are  exaggerated,  there  is 
definitely  something  to  take  note  of 
there.  Kerry  has  'flip-flopped'  on  over 
thirty  major  issues  relevant  to  this  elec- 


tion, not  just  the  Iraq  War. 

Honesty  and  integrity  are  extraor- 
dinarily important. 

I am  a Bush  Supporter,  and  I freely 
admit  that  both  candidates  have  exag- 
gerated their  claims  consistently  when 
speaking  to  the  public. 

People  will  hear  what  they  want  to 
hear.  The  problem  comes  in  when  com- 
mentators like  Ian  Wright  who  engage 
the  publics  trust  that  their  information 
is  accurate,  fail  to  verify  facts  that  they 
have  heard  through  sound  bytes  or 
opinions  they  have  heard  in  chat 
rooms. 

If  the  incident  with  Dan  Rather  at 
CBS  teaches  aspiring  and  existing  jour- 
nalists anything,  its  to  verify  your  in- 
formation and  sources. 


I would  encourage  everyone, 
especially  journalists,  to  go  to  a non- 
partisan site  on  the  internet  at  http:/ 
Avww.factcheck.org. 

This  independent  organization 
has  been  verifying  the  statements 
that  people  involved  have  been  say- 
ing. 

I Find  it  fascinating  that  though 
the  truth  Mr.  Wright  so  eagerly 
stated  would  "benefit  the  American 
people"  is  readily  available,  but 
people  would  rather  focus  on  the 
sensationalized  quick  answers  that 
have  historically  been  highly  inac- 
curate. 

Brian  Charles 

Student 
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No  school 

In  observance  of  Veteran’s 
Day,  Nov.  11,  there  will  be  no 
classes  and  campus  will  be 
closed. 

Priority  Registration 

Priority  registration  for  the 
upcoming  semester  will  begin  on 
Nov.  8 for  currently  enrolled  stu- 
dents taking  credited  courses. 
General  registration  starts  on 
November  15  at  8 a.m.  for  all 


the  topic  will  be  “Argentina,  Chile 
& Cuba:  Case  Studies.” 

For  further  information,  please 
contact  Dr.  Berta  Arias,  C-1058, 
ext.  2270,  barias@jjc.edu. 

Board  of  Trustees  meet- 
ing 

The  Board  of  Trustees  is  hold- 
ing their  November  board  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday.  Nov.  9,  at  6 p.m. 
in  the  North  Campus  Conference 
Room.  For  more  information,  call 


International  Thanks- 
giving party 

On  Saturday,  Nov.  20  at 
noon,  the  JJC  International 
Students  Club  together  with 
Sigma  Delta  Mu,  Intervarsity 
Christian  Fellowship  and  the 
Office  of  Minority  Student 
Affairs  will  be  hosting  an  In- 
ternational Thanksgiving  party 
at  the  JJC  Centennial  Com- 
mons Clubhouse. 

The  Thanksgiving  party  is 
geared  towards  JJC’s  interna- 
tional students,  however  ev- 
eryone is  welcome.  The  event 
will  be  a great  opportunity  for 
everyone  to  taste  the  different 
foods  from  other  cultures/ 
countries  and  also  enjoy  the 
company  of  fellow  JJC  stu- 
dents. It  will  be  great  if  inter- 
national students  could  bring 
a dish  from  their  native  coun- 
try and  share  it  to  everybody. 

The  International  Thanks- 
giving Party  is  free,  and  is  open 
to  anyone  who  wants  to 
come! 

Contact  (815)  603-7880 
wigs  any  questions. 


students,  including  new  students. 

Students  may  also  register 
online  through  eResources  on  the 
JJC  homepage.  Students  will 
need  to  obetain  an  access 
username  and  password  by 
clicking  on  “Getting  Started.” 
Technical  difficulties  and/or 
questions  can  be  directed  to  the 
eRegis  (ration  “HotLine”  at  (8 1 5) 
729  9020  ext.  6666. 

Latin  America  Lecture 
Series 

On  Monday,  Nov.  8,  there 
will  be  a Latin  America  lecture 
series  held  from  1 2 - 1 :30  pm  in 
J-0006.  The  speaker  will  be 
Professor  Adriela  Fernandez  of 
Governor  State  University  and 


Joan  Tierney  at  ext.  2207. 

Nursing  program  Open 
House 

The  JJC  Nursing  Program  is 
having  an  Open  House  on  Thurs- 
day, Nov.  18,  from  7 - 9 pm  in  D- 
2001.  For  more  information, 
please  contact  Lora  McGuire  ext. 
2398. 

Culture  Night 

On  Friday,  Nov.  19,  Latinos 
Unidos  will  be  sponsoring  Culture 
Night.  It  will  be  held  from  7-10 
pm  at  the  Main  Campus  Theatre. 
$3  students  with  ID.  $5  advance, 
$7  at  the  door.  Contact  Susi 
Rosales  ext.  2389  with  any  ques- 
tions. 


LETTER  POLICY 

The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter 
and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for 
space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping 
them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  6043 1 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 

E-mail:  blazermail@jjc.edu 


PERSPECTIVE 


November  3,  2004 


page  3 


Question  of  the  Issue 

What's  the  greatest  compliment  you  have  ever  received? 


“You  look  your  age." 


- Julie  Schmidt, 
Psychology 


“You  don't  look  as  old  as  I thought. " 

- Calvin  Singletray, 
Fitness  Guru 


“The  editors  of  the  Blazer  said  that  we're  breathtaking. " 

- (from  left)  Veronica  Colley,  physical  therapy 
Cassie  Anderson,  Early  Childhood  Development 
Colleen  Novak,  criminal  justice 


‘That  I'm  a cutie." 


- Racquel  Samuels, 
Nursing 


“ You've  got  nice  teeth. " 

- Zac  Satori, 
Associate  of  Arts 


“You  have  a nice  body. " 

- Tiffany  Zuzga, 
Nursing 


Photos  by  Andrew  Hrubec 
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Student  Wellness  Council  helps  relieve  student  stress 
during  midterm  week  with  massages,  playful  activities 


By  Meta  Machulis 

Stress  — everyone  feels  it  now 
and  then.  Pressure  from  jobs,  ex- 
penses. homework,  family  and  friends 
are  just  a few  of  the  factors  that  in- 
crease the  stress  of  many  college  stu- 
dents. 

Midterm  week  recently  gave  stu- 
dents another  reason  to  feel  anxiety. 
But  thanks  to  the  JJC  Student  Wellness 
Council,  stressed-out  students  had  the 
opportunity  to  sit  back  and  relax  on 
Oct.  14  during  Stress  Relief  Day. 


Participants  took  time  out  of  their 
busy  schedules  to  color  pictures,  mold 
Play-Doh  and  blow  bubbles.  Many  stu- 
dents took  advantage  of  the  free,  five- 
minute  massages,  relaxing  to  the  instru- 
mental music  that  filled  the  bridge.  Nurs- 
ing major,  Kendra  Gregory,  was  thank- 
ful for  the  event. 

“It’s  good  that  you  can  have  some- 
thing to  relieve  your  stress  and  ten- 
sion," Gregory  remarked  as  she 
squished  a ball  of  Play-Doh  between 
her  palms.  “It  makes  you  forget  about 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 

Diannah  Tielbur  takes  advantage  of  the  coloring  stations,  set  up  on 
the  Bridge  by  the  Student  Wellness  Council,  to  relieve  her  stress. 


your  problems  for  a while."  She  soon 
traded  the  Play-Doh  for  connect-the- 
dots,  her  “all-time  favorite  game." 

Katie  Kingman,  a physical  educa- 
tion major,  agreed  that  Stress  Relief  Day 
is  worthwhile.  Kingman  attended  last 
year's  Stress  Relief  Day  event,  and  re- 
lumed this  year  for  more  relaxation.  “It 
relaxes  you  pretty  good;  I'll  tell  you 
that  much,"  Kingman  said  of  her  mas- 
sage. 

Elementary  education  major, 
Martha  Tuplin,  enjoyed  her  first  expe- 
rience of  Stress  Relief  Day,  noting  that 
the  back  and  neck  massage  she  re- 
ceived was  indeed  “very  stress-reliev- 
ing!" When  asked  what  she  would  tell 
others  about  the  massage,  she  replied, 
“Go  get  one  — it  was  great!” 

Pre-pharmacy  major,  Stacy  Black, 
took  Tuplin’s  advice.  After  receiving 
her  massage.  Black  declared,  “That  felt 
really  good  and  it  was  totally  worth  it!” 

This  reporter  opted  to  color  a pic- 
ture to  relieve  stress.  I must  admit  that 
life  seemed  a lot  less  demanding  when 
my  biggest  decision  was  which  color 
crayon  to  use.  I felt  like  a little  kid  again 
as  I watched  the  students  around  me 
laughing,  blowing  bubbles  and  shar- 
ing crayons  and  Play-Doh. 

“That’s  why  kids  deal  with  stress 
better  — because  they  play!”  said  Pam 
Dilday,  Coordinator  of  Holistic 
Wellness  and  Student  Activities. 
Dilday  said  the  Student  Wellness 
Council  has  been  holding  Stress  Relief 
Days  for  the  past  four  or  five  years, 
and  she  noted  that  this  semester’s  at- 
tendance seemed  especially  high. 

Stress  Relief  Day  is  held  once  each 
semester,  usually  in  the  weeks  before 
midterm  and  final  exams.  So,  if  you 
missed  it  this  semester,  you  will  have 
another  opportunity  to  minimize  your 
stress  level  once  final-cramming  time 
rolls  around. 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 

Martha  Tuplin  receives  a free  massage  from  masseuse  Pat  Norbut. 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 

Kimberly  Poole,  armed  with  a box  of  64-count  Crayola  crayons,  works 
on  creating  her  first  colored  masterpiece. 
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choices  control  options 

Never  started  or  finished  your  bachelor's  degree?  At  the  time,  perhaps  some  things  came 
up,  other  roads  were  taken,  different  choices  were  made.  Whatever  the  reason,  you  now 
wonder,  “Can  I learn  more,  earn  more,  get  more  out  of  my  career?  Isn't  there  more?" 

getMORE 

Yes,  there  is  more.. .at  National-Louis  University.  Our  accelerated  degree  completion  programs 
let  you  complete  your  bachelor's  degree  in  as  little  as  12  months.  That  means  more  time  spent 
on  your  life  and  in  your  career,  less  in  school.  A bachelor's  degree  can  be  the  ticket  to 
more... more  control,  more  opportunity,  more  reward,  more  success  and  more  fulfillment. 

At  NLU,  you  have  more. . .more  programs  to  choose  from,  more  locations  to  attend,  more  courses  to 
enroll  in,  more  value  for  your  money,  a more  personal  experience  in  smaller  classes... more  of 
everything  that  makes  getting  your  bachelor's  degree  smarter  and  faster. 

Four  exciting  accelerated  programs  to  choose  from; 

• Applied  Behavioral  Sciences  • Management  (also  available  online) 

• Health  Care  Leadership  • Management  Information  Systems  (also  available  online) 

Classes  are  forming  NOW!  Call  1.888.NLU.T0DAY  or  visit  WWW.nl.edu/moreoptions 
Chicago  • Elgin  • Evanston  • Wheaton  • Wheeling  * Online 


| National-Louis  University 
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Take  Back  the  Night 

March,  rally  fight  domestic  violence 


November  3,  2004 


ByRocioZamudio 

In  its  eighth  year,  the  annual  Will 
County  Take  Back  ilie  Night  vigil  and 
rally  commemorated  the  women  who 
have  died  victims  of  domestic  vio- 
lence in  the  last  10  years. 

An  estimated  450  people  partici- 
pated this  past  Oct.  12,  gathering  at 
Hufford  Junior  High  School  in  Joliet. 
Vickii  Coffey  was  this  year’s  feature 
speaker.  Coffey  is  the  executive  di- 
rector of  the  Chicago  Metropolitan 
Battered  Women’s  Network.  She 
talked  to  a full  audience  at  Hufford's 
auditorium  about  the  role  her  organi- 


zation plays  in  the  community. 

The  organization  advocates  and 
speaks  for  Cook  County  domestic  vio- 
lence programs.  A survivor  of  domes- 
tic violence,  Coffey  pleas  for  social  and 
systematic  change,  to  build  and  to  ex- 
pand the  existing  programs  designed 
to  assist  abused  women  and  their  chil- 
dren. 

Local  artist  and  activist,  Sandy 
Costa,  read  out  the  names  of  45  women 
and  children  killed  in  the  last  ten  years, 
and  45  women  joined  her  on  stage  in 
their  representation. 

“My  sister  was  murdered  on  Feb. 


2 of  2004.  It  was  a random  violence  in- 
cident. She  was  only  2 1 , no  kids,  never 
married,”  says  Alva  Garcia  represent- 
ing her  murdered  sister. 

“1  can't  believe  the  turn-out;  more 
people  are  attending,  there  were  more 
signs  this  year,  and  many  politicians," 
said  JJC  nursing  professor  Lora 
McGuire. 

McGuire  has  been  with  TBTN 
since  its  initiation  and  has  been  on  the 
committee  since  thd  second  year. 

The  estimated  450  people  attend- 
ing ended  the  night  with  a march 
around  the  junior  high  school  accom- 


panied by  the  drummers  from  the  Uni- 
versalis! Unitarian  Church. 

Take  Back  the  Night  was  first  held 
in  Germany  in  1973  in  response  to  a 
series  of  sexual  assaults  and  murders. 
The  first  event  was  held  in  the  United 
States  five  years  later.  This  march  of- 
fers an  opportunity  for  survivors  of 
abuse  to  join  with  others  of  all  races, 
cultures,  backgrounds  and  experiences 
to  combine  the  strength  of  their  voices 
to  declare  an  end  to  violence. 

For  information  regarding  domes- 
tic violence  visit  Take  the  Night  Back 
at  www.willtbtn.com 
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The  Commons 
a community 
within  itself 

By  Mnrtin  Hawrysko  and  Andrew 
Hrubec 

In  an  on-going  attempt  to  increase 
the  occupancy  of  Centennial  Com- 
mons, JJC  plans  to  help  the  cause  by 
approaching  Century  Campus  Hous- 
ing Management  with  a marketing  and 
advertising  plan. 

Roxanc  Gcraci,  director  of  commu- 
nity relations  at  JJC.  believes  that  it’s 
important  to  establish  the  complex  ils  a 
friendly  environment  with  great  resi- 
dents. ‘They  need  to  build  on  the  posi- 
tives about  the  Commons,”  Geraci  said. 

In  order  to  have  the  student  hous- 
ing development  perceived  as  a stu- 
dent-friendly environment,  one  of  the 
marketing  plans  includes  restructuring 
the  Commons  website  so  that  people 
can  gel  a better  understanding  of  what 
the  Commons  has  to  offer,  along  with  a 
profile  of  the  students  living  within  the 
facility. 

Centennial  Commons  is  currently 
offering  special  deals  in  an  attempt  to 
make  students  interested  in  living  in 
die  complex.  One  offer  allows  students 
to  "sample"  the  Commons  for  two 
months.  The  student  pays  two  months 
worth  of  rent,  and  if  he  or  she  wants  to 
continue  living  there,  the  lease  is  ex- 
tended. Otherwise,  he  or  she  is  free  to 
leave  after  the  two  months  with  no  fur- 
ther obligations.  Another  option  is  that 
students  with  a 3.0  grade  point  aver- 
age from  high  school  or  college  may 
be  eligible  for  special  incentives. 

Nearly  20  percent  of  the  residents 
arc  culinary  art  students.  In  an  attempt 
to  have  the  students  living  in  the  Com- 
mons get  to  know  one  another,  the 
Commons  holds  an  annual  cook-off 
among  culinary  art  students  and  other 
students  living  in  the  housing  complex. 
Such  events  allow  the  residents  to  be- 
come more  familiar  with  the  people  liv- 
ing in  their  community. 

Since  opening,  Centennial  Com- 
mons has  been  a target  for.criticism. 
Through  its  first  year,  crime  proved  to 
be  a fuctor  in  drawing  the  attention  of 
residents  within  the  Joliet  area.  While 
the  past  indicates  that  Centennial 
Commons  is  a difficult  environment  to 
live  in,  troubles  within  the  complex  this 
year  are  down  significantly  compared 
to  years  past.  One  reason  for  the  de- 
cline is  because  of  the  strict  require- 
ments that  residents  must  meet  before 
being  allowed  to  live  in  there. 

According  to  Dr.  Alan  Hardcrson, 
Vice  President  for  Student  Services,  the 
background  checks  include  checking 
for  felonies,  arrests  or  convictions.  If 
any  individual’s  past  suggests  he  or 
she  may  cause  problems,  then  that  per- 
son is  declined  residency.  In  addition 
to  criminal  background  and  financial 
checks,  written  essays  are  required  for 
admittance  into  residency. 

Joliet  city  police  routinely  patrol 
the  property,  as  do  the  JJC  campus 
police.  Even  though  the  campus  po- 
lice do  not  have  jurisdiction  on  the 
housing  property,  they  may  assist  in 
any  situation,  when  necessary.  Accord- 
ing to  Christina  Connollcy,  managing 
director  of  Centennial  Commons,  stu- 
dents feel  more  accountable  towards 
campus  police  rather  than  city  police. 

"Campus  police  are  more  familiar 
with  the  JJC  student  code  of  conduct," 
states  Connollcy,  in  comparison  to  the 
Joliet  Police  Department. 

With  the  recent  improvements,  JJC 
and  the  Centennial  Commons  are  hop- 
ing to  see  a speedy  rise  in  residency 
and  satisfaction  these  upcoming  se- 
mesters. 
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Social  sciences  chairman  delves  into 
all  aspects  of  a presidential  election 


By  Keegan  Kociss  lion.  The  idea  of  Ihe  lecture  was  lo  in-  cnees  depmmcnt  chair,  lectured  stu- 

Exactlv  one  week  before  the  Nov.  form  the  students  about  Ihe  election  dents  on  Oct.  26. 

2 election  JJC  hosted  a Brown  Bag  and  the  presidential  candidates.  Senu-Oke,  who  teaches  Political 

Lecture  concerning  the  upcoming  elec-  Edward  Senu-Oke,  the  social  sc  Science,  discussed  voter  turnout,  cam- 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 

Edward  Senu-Oke,  social  sciences  chairman,  speaks  to  students  at  the  Brown  Bag  Lecture  held  on  Oct.  26 
about  the  inner  workings  of  a presidential  election. 


paign  strategies,  the  differences  be- 
tween conservatives  and  liberals,  poli- 
cies that  the  candidates  support  and 
oppose  and  which  states  are  toss-up 
states. 

While  discussing  voter  turnout. 
Senu-Oke  said  the  people  that  are  most 
likely  to  vote  are  organization  activists, 
opinion  advocates  and  ritual  voters. 
Those  that  are  not  likely  to  vote  are 
individuals  who  feel  that  their  vote 
doesn’t  count. 

He  then  discussed  the  different 
forms  of  advertisement  and  media  such 
as  free  media  and  media  that  are  paid 
for. 

Free  media  can  be  seen  in  the  forms 
of  press  conferences,  debates  and  talk 
show  appearances.  Media  the  candi- 
dates pay  for  are  commercials,  such  as 
achievement  spots  and  testimonial 
spots. 

After  speaking  about  the  candi- 
dates’ positions  on  certain  policies  he 
talked  about  the  battle  ground  states 
and  how  many  electoral  votes  each  of 
the  states  had. 

Out  of  the  1 3 battle  ground  states, 
he  said  Ohio  was  the  most  important. 
It  has  20  electoral  votes,  topped  only 
by  the  battlegrounds  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Florida. 

He  also  said  that  anything  could 
happen  at  any  time  to  change  the  point 
standings.  Anything  overseas  or  here 
in  the  states  could  change  the  outcome 
of  the  election.  "In  politics,  second  to 
second,  everything  counts,”  Senu-Oke 
said. 


Brown  Bag 
schedule 

All  lectures  are 
free  to  attend  and 
are  held  in  J-0006 

“Tin  Pan  Alley 
Composers” 
Friday,  Nov.  5 
12  p.m. 

(Sue  Malmberg) 

“Genetically  Modi- 
fied Crops:  Good 
or  Bad?” 

Tuesday,  Nov.  16 
12:30  p.m. 
(JeffWessel) 

“Power  and 
Perosnaility:  The 
Life  and  Times  of 
Richard  A.  Posner, 
Federal  Judge” 
Monday,  Nov.  29 
12  p.m. 

(Jim  Baskin) 


THE  TOTH  la..- 


IF  OUR  DELIVERY  DRIVERS 

WERE  ANY  EASTER 

THEY'D  HAVE 

NUMBERS 

ON  THE  SIDES  OF  THEIR  CARS. 


Wednesday,  November  3rd 

6 pm  to  9 pm  ONLY! 

ycyrs  JJC  Ecckstore9s  - 

Holiday  Happenings”  Events 


Check  This  Out! 

All  Christmas  Trees  - 10%  Off! 

All  Christmas  Decorations  - 20%  Off! 

All  Dips,  Soups,  Spices,  & Salad  Dressings  - 15%  Off! 

All  Candles  and  Bert's  Bee  Soaps  - 20%  Off! 

Everyday  Gift  Items  - 20%  Off! 

All  Book  Bags  - 20%  Off! 

Take  an  Additional  20%  Off  Previously  Reduced  Seasonal  Items! 


, w nm  is.  ve  m nous  Quota  than  the  arm  cu« 

’ fW3  EF  WtTRE  HUNGRY.  1WS  9 GO  3D  TCTfC  TO  KhOW 

LET  THE  TRUTH  BE  KNOWN. 


All  Items  Limited  to  Stock  On  Hand,  Prior  Sales  Excluded. 
Sorry.  No  Hold  Orders 


For  Your  Convenience  -Book  Buyback  Will  Be  Open  During  This  Event! 


The  JJC  Bookstore  J/Building  Across  from 
The  Service  Center  & Registration 


NEWS 


November  3,  2004 


page  7 


Getting  the  facts,  getting  them  right 


Student  Government  sponsored  open  forum  encourages  students  to  become 
educated  voters  by  knowing  presidential  candidates’  stance  on  “hot  topics” 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Office  of  Student  Activities 


Fellow  instructors  listen  as  speech  instructor  Al  Golden  talks  about  the  stance  John  Kerry  and  George  Bush 
have  taken  regarding  gay  rights. 


By  Meta  Machulis 

Did  you  vote?  The  Student  Gov- 
ernment hopes  you  did.  Its  open  fo- 
rum, “Vote  2004,"  held  Oct.  22,  gave 
students  the  opportunity  to  better 
understand  various  political  issues. 

The  discussion  included  the 
viewpoints  and  standings  not  only 
of  the  presidential  candidates,  but 
also  of  some  state  and  local  candi- 
dates, allowing  students  to  make  more 
educated  decisions  about  candidates 
in  both  areas.  Five  JJC  instructors 
gave  speeches  regarding  “hot  top- 
ics" such  as  the  voting  process,  gay 
rights,  health  care,  education  and 
environmental  issues.  ' 

The  first  speaker  to  enlighten  the 
audience  was  political  science  teacher 
Linda  Rizzi,  who  discussed  America's 
method  of  voting.  Rizzi  explained  the 
voting  process:  Individuals  vote  to 
determine  the  winner  of  their  state, 
and  the  collective  vote  of  each  state 
then  goes  to  the  Electoral  College  to 
decide  who  will  become  the  next  US 
president. 

Rizzi  also  pointed  out  some  in- 
teresting facts  and  controversies 
about  America's  method  of  voting, 
such  as  the  fact  that  it  is  possible  for 
a candidate  to  win  the  popular  vote 
but  lose  the  national  election.  She 
noted  that,  to  date,  this  had  only  hap- 
pened three  times  throughout  the 
course  of  U.S.  history,  including  the 
2000  presidential  election. 

Al  Golden,  speech/liberal  arts 
instructor  and  co-advisor  of  JJC’s* 
Gay/Straight  Alliance,  spoke  about 
gay  rights  in  America.  His  discussion 
focused  on  two  bills:  The  proposed 
Employment  Non-Discrimination  Act 


and  the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act. 
Golden  noted  that  in  Illinois,  a person 
may  be  fired  from  his  or  her  job  simply 
because  of  his  or  her  sexual  orienta- 
tion. ENDA,  he  said,  would  protect  the 
rights  of  workers,  prohibiting  an  em- 
ployer from  firing  an  employee  on  the 
grounds  of  sexual  orientation.  Golden 
noted  that  this  act  of  Congress  would 
also  protect  heterosexuals,  who.  for 
example,  would  not  be  forbidden  en- 
trance into  a gay  bar. 

Golden  explained  that  DOM  A al- 
lows each  state  to  choose  whether  or 
not  to  recognize  homosexual  unions. 


He  believes  a national  recognition  of 
same-sex  marriage  would  be  beneficial 
in  legal  matters  such  as  insurance, 
taxes,  spousal  rights  and  financial  aid. 
Golden  discussed  the  positions  both 
John  Kerry  and  George  W.  Bush  have 
taken  on  this  topic.  Throughout  his 
speech,  he  made  sure  to  note  that  it  is 
important  to  not  only  know  whether 
you're  a Democrat  or  a Republican,  but 
also  to  know  where  those  parties  stand 
on  issues  that  are  important  to  you. 

The  next  speaker,  Margaret 
Lorenzen,  focused  on  health  care  is- 
sues. According  to  Lorenzen,  it  is  pre- 


dicted that,  in  four  to  six  years,  very 
few  companies  will  be  able  to  offer 
health  insurance  any  longer.  Lorenzen 
explained  crises  with  prescription  drug 
coverage  nationally,  and  with  physi- 
cians’ malpractice  insurance  locally. 
She  also  described  the  positives  and 
negatives  of  the  plans  of  Bush  and  of 
Kerry  regarding  medical  insurance 
coverage  programs  such  as  Medicaid. 
CHIPS  and  drug  discount  cards. 

“We  all  have  to  become  aware  and 
become  involved,"  Lorenzen  said,  “be- 
cause we’re  going  to  have  to  fight  for 
everything  we  get." 


Biology  instructor  Andy  Neill  cen- 
tered his  discussion  on  environmental 
issues.  He  suggested  websites  to 
people  who  arc  interested  in  discover- 
ing where  politicians  stand  on  environ- 
mental issues.  The  website  of  the 
League  of  Conservation  Voters 
(www.lcv.org)  has  grnded  politicians 
according  to  the  histories  of  their  ac- 
tions toward  environmental  topics, 
while  www.issues2000.org  offers  a 
comprehensive  analysis  of  many  poli- 
ticians' standings  on  various  issues. 

Neill  also  encouraged  Interested 
students  to  check  out  the  Oct.  1 issue 
of  Science  magazine,  which  covers  the 
treatment  of  environmental  issues  by 
various  political  figures. 

The  final  speaker  at  the  Open  Fo- 
rum was  Dr.  Doreen  Vietez  of  the  social 
sciences  department.  Vietez  discussed 
political  issues  concerning  education, 
focusing  particularly  on  the  No  Child 
Left  Behind  Act,  which,  she  said,  sets 
standards  for  low-income  schools  re- 
ceiving Title  I government  funding. 

Vietez  said  the  No  Child  Left  Be- 
hind act  will  require  all  teachers  in  these 
schools  to  be  highly  qualified  by  the 
year  2006,  and  that,  within  the  next  ten 
years,  100  percent  of  students  in  these 
schools  should  (but  probably  won't) 
meet  all  state  academic  standards. 
Vietez  also  described  the  presidential 
candidates’  attitudes  toward  the  Indi- 
viduals with  Disabilities  Education  Act, 
and  made  note  of  other  important  edu- 
cational issues  arising  in  politics. 

The  dear  message  throughout  the 
event  was  that  students  should  be- 
come informed  on  important  issues, 
make  decisions  based  on  that  informa- 
tion and  act  on  those  decisions  by 
voting. 


Wrap  up  a holiday  job 
without  using  any  paper 

Give  yourself  a little  something  extra  to  make  the  season  bright.  You  can  earn 
some  extra  money  with  a seasonal  job  at  UPS  The  best  part  is,  we've  made 
it  easier  than  ever  to  get  the  process  going.  To  streamline  our  system,  UPS 
uses  online  web-based  technology  to  simplify  the  employment  process  and 
have  you  enter  your  data  just  once.  Our  systems  will  link  your  information, 
every  step  of  the  way. 

Now  Hiring 

SEASONAL  PART-TIME  PACKAGE  HANDLERS 

★ Hodgkins  UPS  • 1-55  & 1-294,  South  Suburbs  ★ 

Evening  Shift  • 10:00pm  - 3:00am 
Sunrise  Shift  • 3:30am  - 8:30am 
Day  Shift  • 9:30am-3:30pm 
Twilight  Shift  • 5.00pm-1 0:00pm 
(shift  times  are  approximate) 

Our  Seasonal  Package  Handlers  enjoy  weekends  & holidays  off,  receive 
weekly  paychecks,  have  consistent  work  schedules  and  earn  $8.50  per  hour, 
with  potential  for  permanent  job  placement  in  the  New  Year. 

Permanent,  Part-Time  Package  Handlers  receive 
rFan^  as  much  as  $23,000*  in  College  Financial  Assistance 
Find  out  how  you  can  qualify. 

To  learn  more  about  Seasonal  Part-Time  Package  Handler  Opportunities  and 
the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn*  Program  at  Joliet  Junior  College,  please  contact 
Essence  Brass  at: 

708.387.3471 

or  inquire  online  at: 

www.upsjobs.com/chicago 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer  • "Program  guidelines  apply 


Get  involved! 

The  Student  Government  holds  various  activities 
throughout  the  year  regarding  political  and  social  issues. 

For  more  information  on  the  Student  Government,  call 
280-6608,  or  stop  by  the  Office  of  Student  Activities  in 
H-1015. 


DeVry  V7 

University 
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NCAAW  - JJC  Students  discover  dangers  of  alt 


Since  then,  their  prevention  effort 
has  turned  into  the  largest  active  orga- 
nization through  higher  education  na- 
tionwide. 

"I  started  working  here  in  1997, 
which  I believe  was  the  first  year  hav- 
ing the  NCAAW  here  at  JJC,"  says 
Dilday.  “Every  year  it’s  usually  the  third 
week  of  October  that  it  takes  place.  We 
receive  a booklet  ahead  of  lime  with 
some  ideas  for  activities,  although  we 
usually  make  up  most  of  our  own  ac- 
tivities." 

According  to  bacchusgamma.org, 
the  kit  contains  promotional  items  and 
the  Resource  Guide  & Programming 
Manual  that  is  sent  to  affiliated  cam- 
puses in  mid-August  to  allow  time  to 
order  materials  and  review  some  of  their 
ideas. 

Activities  the  students  partici- 
pated in  include  fatal  vision  goggle 
demonstrations  by  the  Joliet  Police  De- 
partment and  campus  police,  a mocktail 
bar.  Alcohol  101  and  driving  simulation 
games,  student  panel  presentation,  and 
JJC  Squares. 

“The  main  thing  about  the  week  is 
responsibility.  All  the  stories  on  the 
walls  and  bulletin  boards,  and  on  the 
poles,  it’s  all  an  eye  opener,"  says 
Dilday.  "We  use  whatever  tactics  that 
work  to  get  students  involved  in  our 
activities.  It’s  important  to  realize  that 
it's  more  than  you  that’s  affected  by 
your  decisions." 

As  a part  of  NCAAW,  Margaret 
Boehle,  a student  worker  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Student  Wellness  Council, 
hung  up  other  peoples’  stories  on  bul- 
letin boards,  poles,  and  walls  to  show 
the  effects  of  drunk  driving. 

The  stories  hanging  around  cam- 
pus arc  the  result  of 

Dild ay’s  initiative  to  con-  

tact  the  Alliance  Against 
Intoxicated  Motorist  group 
to  donate  other  Illinois  resi- 
dences’ personal  stories. 

"It’s  to  make  people 
realize  it’s  not  just  the  num- 
bers, the  facts,  but  the 
truth  that  there  are  faces  to 
these  statistics.  One  of  our 
favorite  themes  to  use  is 
‘Can  you  live  with  the  con-  — ■ 

sequences?’  It  isn’t  a scare 
tactic,  it’s  realistic,  and  it’s  a face  and  a 
name  to  these  fatalities." 

Although  the  message  was  seri- 
ous, student's  tried  out  the  "Fatal  Vi- 
sion" goggles  and  laughed  their  way 
through  their  own  mock  field  sovreigty 
test. 

"After  the  goggles  are  on  it’s  funny 
to  watch  the  student's  try  and  high- 
five  the  officers,  find  the  line,  or  even 
put  their  two  fingers  together.  It’s  a fun 
thing  to  do  at  the  time,  but  the  lesson 
is  that  with  three  to  four  drinks,  you 
can’t  realistically  get  behind  the 
wheel,"  Dilday  said,  which  the  simu- 
lated Alcohol  101  computer  game  and 
Fatal  Vision  Driving  gave  an  even  more 
concrete  approach  to  drinking  and  driv- 
ing. 

On  Tuesday,  Oct.  1 9,  two  comput- 
ers were  setup  on  the  bridge.  One  com- 
puter demonstrated  a virtual  college 
campus  and  a student’s  stress  in  mak- 
ing challenging  decisiomrabout  alco- 
hol. 

The  game,  Alcohol  101,  was  de- 
veloped by  a not-for-profit  organiza- 
tion known  as  The  Century  Council, 
which  is  also  funded  by  America's 
Leading  Distillers. 

"I  think  (the  game)  is  very  infor- 
mative," says  Bradley  Wooten,  Asso- 
ciate Dean  of  the  North  campus.  "It 
gives  students  an  understanding  of 
how  quickly  drinking  can  impair  you. 


Need  help? 

Anyone  looking 
for  help  can  attend  the 
confidential  Addicts 
Anonymous  meetings 
every  Wednesday  at 
room  T-2001  be- 
tween 11  a.m.  and  12 
p.m. 

If  you  can’t  make 
the  meetings,  contact 
Pam  Dilday  at  (815) 
280-2202  or  stop  by 
room  H-1015B. 


Student's  sometimes  don’t  realize  how 
quickly  it  does  that.” 

Wooten  originally  visited  the  main 
campus  to  incorporate  some  of  the  ac- 
tivities going  on  to  the  North  campus. 

"I  think  it’s  a great  way  to  raise 
awareness  of  the  issues  on  college 
drinking.  I’m  a part  of  the  Kickin'  It  Re- 
sponsibly group,  and  I think  it's  im- 
portant to  recognize  the  issues  and  it’s 
important  to  sit  down  and  raise  aware- 
ness to  students,  teaching  them  to  make 
more  responsible  choices.” 

Alongside  the  Alcohol  101  game 
was  a student's  chance  to  see  what  it’s 
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Recovery  is  an  amazing  life... I 
enjoy  life  today... I can’t  change 
that  I’m  an  alcoholic,  but  I can 
change  my  behaviors. 

- Adam  Stoner, 

NCAAW  panel  speaker 


equally  like  to  drive  overly  intoxicated. 
Students  got  to  wear  the  fatal  vision 
goggles  and  attempt  the  task  of  driv- 
ing in  the  streets  of  Chicago. 

“I  certainly  felt  drunk,  it  was  a good 
resemblance  to  being  drunk,"  says  stu- 
dent Larry  Turner.  "It  threw  off  your 
hand-eye  coordination  to  the  point 
where  you  think  you’re  on  the  road 
when  you’re  really  not.” 

Multiple  students  took  minutes 
out  of  their  busy  schedules  to  see  what 
NCAAW  is  about,  mainly  when  it  came 
to  winning  prizes  or  grabbing  a free 
snack. 

"I  think  the  best  part  about  the  ac- 
tivities we  do  is  that  students  can  come 
and  go,"  says  Dilday. 

"It’s  at  a simple  time  and  they  can 
come,  try  on  the  goggles,  drink  a 
mocktail,  and  head  out  on  their  way. 
They  don’t  have  to  sit  the  entire  two 
hours.  I’ve  learned  students  respond 
positively  to  free  things,  but  people 
know  me  now.  I often  have  them  com- 
ing up  to  me  asking  “what  do  we  have 
to  do  to  get  the  food  this  time?" 

Food  included  mocktails  (fla- 
vored slushes),  deli  sandwiches,  pop- 
corn and  candy.  Prizes  were  also  given 
away  at  the  end  of  the  week  and  dur- 
ing JJC  Squares  on  Oct.  21.  “It’s  our 
version  of  Hollywood  squares,"  ex- 
plains Dilday.  “We  get  staff  involved 
as  well  and  we  ask  a series  of  alcohol- 


related  questions.  Every  half-hour  it  is 
played  and  it’s  the  best  two  out  of  three 
games." 

Participants  were  rewarded  prizes 
by  showing  up  throughout  the  week 
and  getting  involved  in  the  activities 
and  receiving  raffle  tickets,  which  re- 
quired a name  and  phone  number  which 
were  later  entered  into  a drawing  for 
one  or  more  of  the  eight  prizes. 

The  eight  prizes  given  away  were 
a $20  gift  certificate  to  Target,  two  $ 1 0 
Barnes  and  Nobles  gift  cards,  two  $15 
Applebee’s  and  TGI  Fridays  gift  cards, 
and  one  Caribou  coffee  gift  basket. 

The  giveaways,  food  and  the 
activity’s  supplies  were  all  supported 
by  three  different  budgets:  JJC’s  Stu- 
dent Wellness  Council  and  Holistic 
Wellness  Council,  and  another  part 
from  the  Coalition  for  Kickin’  It  Respon- 
sibly, an  organization  established  to 
find  ways  to  prevent  alcohol  and  sub- 
stance abuse  among  college  students. 

A $5,000  grant  was  given  to  the 
coalition  by  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Human  Services  in  the  beginning  of 
January  2004  and  is  expected  to  last 
the  entire  calendar  year. 

“The  coalition  is  about  using  dif- 
ferent strategies  and  effective  ways, 
called  environmental  strategies,  to 
reach  students  on  the  subject  of  sub- 
stance abuse,"  says  Dilday. 

"[The  coalition]  is  about  a dozen 
(people)  strong  and  they're  talking 
about  giving  an  extension  (to  the  grant] 
in  the  spring  semester,  where  we  have 
to  additionally  apply  for  it." 

"Being  here  is  a lot  fun.  and  it’s 
educational  for  everybody,"  says 
Diannaha  Tielbur,  another  student 
member  of  the  Holistic  Wellness  group. 

“We’re  trying  to  put  out  a 
healthier  approach  to  re- 
sponsible drinking,  we’re 
telling  people  to  be  more 
careful." 

Two  JJC  students, 
Adam  Stoner,  23,  and  Nicho- 
las Schweppe,  22,  shared 
their  own  stories  on  Oct.  20 
at  the  “Sobering  Stories" 
panel  presentation. 

“I’ve  spoke  once  before 
(for  NCAAW),"  says  Stoner. 
"My  message  is  that  you’re 
not  alone,  and  that  there  is  help.  All 
you  need  is  hope,  will,  and  an  open 
mind.  Get  help  before  it  takes  you 
down.” 

Stoner  included  that  there  will  be 
an  Addicts  Anonymous  group  meet- 
ing for  any  students  or  staff  “with  a 
desire  to  stop  using.” 

Stoner  explained  that  alcohol  and 
drugs  are  just  a temporary  solution  and 
people  have  to  look  inside  themselves 
and  see  if  they  really  want  help. 

"Recovery  is  an  amazing  life. 
Drugs  and  alcohol  smashed  ever)’  goal 
I had,  and  once  the  disease  is  treated, 
the  sky  is  your  limit...  I enjoy  life  to- 
day... I can’t  change  that  I’m  an  alco- 
holic. but  I can  change  my  behaviors," 
Stoner  said. 

Schweppe,  originally  from  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  left  his  hometown  and 
came  to  a place  “where  you  don't  know 
anyone,  no  connections  to  your  previ- 
ous life.”  Describing  the  12  stepping- 
stones  to  recovery  and  being  clean  is 
his  way  of  carrying  the  message 
through  support  groups  on  campus. 

"Clean  times,"  Schweppe  says  in 
his  speech,  “there's  more  to  life  than 
just  partying.  I’ve  been  clean  for  1 1 
months  and  seven  days,  and  now  I get 
trust,  loyalty,  love  . I’m  gening  time 
back,  and  I have  real  friends,  and  a clear 
mind." 
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Icohol  at  event  held  by  Student  Wellness 


Scenes 

Students  are  pictured  participating  during  National  Collegiate 
Alcohol  Awareness  Week.  Starting  at  the  top  left  moving  clock- 
wise. (1)  Jason  Jensen  tests  out  the  driving  simulator.  By  mak- 
ing the  task  even  harder,  he  is  required  to  wear  the  fatal  vision 
goggles,  which  simulated  the  visual  effects  of  inebriation.  (2)  Con- 
testants Vince  Rizzi,  left,  and  Anthony  Gonzales  compete  in  a 
round  of  JJC  squares  for  book  store  gift  certificates.  (3)  Current 
students,  Nicholas  Schweppe,  left,  and  Adam  Stoner  give  their 
own  inspiring  speeches  on  past  experiences  with  drugs  and  al- 
cohol. (4)  Martina  Christiansen  and  Sarah  Coursey  take  advan- 
tage of  attending  NCAAW  by  filling  out  raffle  tickets,  which  later 
qualified  them  to  win  prizes.  (5)  Student  Matthew  Dodge  attempts 
to  catch  a ball  while  wearing  the  fatal  vision  goggles  provided  by 
the  police  department.  (6)  Jason  Kueper  and  Brad  Kenaga  hold 
up  two  Mocktails,  which  were  flavored  ice  drinks  served  in  plas- 
tic cups  to  multiple  students. 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 
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Horoscopes 

Capricorn  Cancer 

(12/22-1/19)  (6/22-7/22) 

After  going  lo  class  naked,  people  After  starting  a Jon  Bon  Jovi  fan 
stop  asking  to  borrow  a pen  when  club,  the  CIA  becomes  leery  and 
they  realize  where 
keeping  them. 


Aquarius 

(1/20-2/18) 

While  getting  lost  in  your  back- 
yard, you  will  be  approached  by 
a tribe  of  migrant  Inuil  Eskimos. 
They  will  demand  that  you  givi 


been  raids  your  house.  Your  dog  will  try 
to  save  you  from  getting  thrown 
into  their  black  van,  but  in  the 
process  he  gets  distracted  and 
chases  his  tail. 


Leo 

(7/23-8/22) 

You  will  find  a six-pack  of  tube 


them  applications  for  Bed,  Bath  socks  on  sale  for  $0.39  at  WalMart. 

When  worn  with  the  complimen- 
tary undergarments,  these  have 
the  power  to  make  you  the  best 
Jenga  player  ever. 


and  Beyond. 

Pisces 

(2/19-3/20) 

While  doing  volunteer  work  in 
Tibet,  you  will  fall  in  love  with  a 
hunchback.  The  two  of  you  sell 
piggy-back  rides  to  little  children 
for  $10  each  and  hecome  filthy 
rich. 

Aries 

(3/21-4/19) 

Austrian  President,  Heinz 
Fischer,  personally  invites  you  to 
the  home  of  Californian  Governor 
Arnold  Schwarzenegger  to  watch 
re-runs  of  “Melrose  Place."  You 
will  impress  them  both  by  supply- 
ing the  chips  and  dip. 

Taurus 

(4/20-5/20) 

While  selling  all  of  your  prized  pos- 
sessions to  hire  an  arm  wrestling 
traiuer,  you  will  be  struck  with  a 
terrible  case  of  carpel  tunnel  syn- 
drome. After  a medical  break- 


Virgo 

(8/23-9/22) 

Ed  McMahon  will  stop  by  your 
house  late  at  night  with  the  Prize 
Patrol  van.  To  your  surprise,  he 
will  be  wearing  fishnet  stockings 
and  carrying  a jar  of  dill  pickles. 

Libra 

(9/23-10/22) 

Just  as  bananas  are  on  the  cusp  of 
extinction,  a group  of  Moldavian 
scientists  discover  that  the  sooth- 
ing harmony  of  your  reggae 
band's  hit  song,  “Smoke  up  the 
Love,"  is  an  aphrodisiac  for 
Chiquita  Banana. 

Scorpio 

(1 0/23-11/21) 

You  will  inherit  a jet  that  you 
crash  on  the  island  of  Diego 
Garcia,  located  1,000  miles  south- 
, . west  of  India.  1992  Presidential 

through,  you  are  given  prosthetic  candidate_  Ross  Peroti  wm  save 
your  life  when  you  are  attacked 
by  a herd  of  wild  boars  led  by  their 
commander,  Tupac  Shakur. 


Gemini 

(5/21-6/21) 

While  plqyin#  catch  with  vour  es- 
tranged Uncle  Dwaine,  you  are 
signed  by  the  New  York  Yankees 
to  be  their  bullpen  catcher.  Soon 
after,  your  ego  gets  too  big  and  you 
force  a trade  to  the  San  Diego  Pa- 
dres so  you  can  work  on  your  tan. 


Sagittarius 

( 11/22-12/21 ) 

Fred  Savage  arrives  at  your 
Thanksgiving  dinner  three  hours 
late  dressed  as  a pilgrim.  After 
hearing  that  the  Bears  lost  to  the 
Dallas  Cowboys,  he  steals  all  of  the 
leftover  mashed  potatoes. 
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Where  has  the  laughter  gone? 


Ronald  McDonald  faces  tough  times 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

While  many  people  are  losing 
weight,  one  man  has  lost  his  job.  In  a 
society  plagued  with  obesity,  fad  diets 
have  become  the  latest  craze.  Ronald 
McDonald  has  been  a staple  for  the 
McDonalds  Corporation  since  his  first 
television  appearance  in  1963.  But,  as 
people  began  to  realize  their  weight 
gain,  Ronald  started  to  feel  the  pain. 

"When  this  whole  Atkins  thing 
first  started  I thought  that  it  would  en- 
courage people  to  eat  more 
McDonalds.  The  Atkins  diet  is  a fat 
man's  dream.  All  it  consists  of  is  eating 
meat  and  cheese,  and  I knew  they  al- 
ready sell  that,”  Ronald  stated. 

Unfortunately  .for  Ronald,  that 
wasn’t  the  case.  The  world’s  largest 
fast  food  chain  was  forced  to  release 
many  of  their  employees  after  watch- 
ing their  profits  plummet  to  an  all-time 
low  as  a result  of  the  sudden  urge  to 
diet  across  America. 

"We  loved  that  clown,”  one 
McDonald’s  spokesman  said,  "but 
changes  needed  to  be  made,  and  he 
became  expendable.  We  needed  to  cut 
costs  any  way  possible.” 

But  that's  not  the  half  of  it  for 
Ronald.  Upon  hearing  the  news  of  his 
release,  he  became  distraught. 

"I  figured  that  1 could  find  work 
anywhere.  After  all.  I’m  Ronald  f***mg 
McDonald!  It  ended  up  being  more  dif- 
ficult than  I thought.  Nobody  wants  a 
has-been  clown.  I was  too  stubborn  to 
change  my  lifestyle,  so  money  became 
scarce.  After  a while,  when  I couldn’t 
find  anything,  I turned  to  drugs  and 
alcohol." 

For  Ronald,  times  became  very 
rough.  He  spent  most  of  his  money  on 
Jim  Bean  and  cocaine.  As  if  that  wasn’t 
bad  enough,  he  lost  his  home  in  Long 
Beach  to  Ben  Affleck  in  a high  stakes 
game  of  Texas  Hold’em. 


Photo  courtesy  of  WackyZoo.com 
Children  look  on  as  Ronald  McDonald  loiters  in  front  of  a local 
McDonald's  collecting  discarded  and  out-dated  Happy  Meal  treasures. 


“I  thought  I had  the  cards.  I felt 
like  it  was  my  night,  so  I went  all  in. 
Little  did  1 know  that  I would  lose  ev- 
erything i owned  to  that  no  talent  jack- 

Friends  of  Ronald  attempted  to 
give  him  a place  to  stay,  but  he  refused. 
Hard  pressed  for  money,  he  found  him- 
self settling  for  a job  in  a prostitution 
ring. 

"1  was  doing  what  I could  to  get 
by  on  my  own.  I’m  a proud  man  and  I 
refuse  to  take  handouts  from  people.  I 
want  to  earn  a living  doing  something 
that  I love.  And  if  I can’t  work  in  fast 
food,  I'll  do  the  next  best  thing.” 

Ronald  admits  that  it  hurts  when 
he  sees  the  disheartening  look  on 
children's  faces  as  they  pass  by  while 
he’s  drunk  in  a curb.  But,  he  realizes 
that  one  day  he  will  be  admired  by  chil- 
dren again. 

“I’ve  goi  this  thing  that  I’m  work- 
ing on.  I know  someone  who  might  be 
able  to  get  me  a job  working  children’s 
birthday  parties  and  Bar  Mitzvahs.  My 
future  seems  bright  again.  But,  then 


again,  it  could  be  the  coke  in  my  sys- 
tem." 

As  for  now,  Ronald  is  doing  his 
best  to  get  by.  He’s  been  living  on 
the  streets,  eating  out  of  dumpsters 
and  collecting  garbage.  The  one- 
time icon  of  McDonalds  that  once 
saw  children  flock  to  him  for  cheese- 
burgers and  smiles  wants  us  to  all 
learn  a valuable  lesson  from  his 
story. 

"I  saw  that  movie  ‘Super  Size 
Me'  and  it  sucked.  There’s  no  rea- 
son that  if  you  exercise  while  you 
eat  McDonalds  for  three  meals  a day 
that  you  couldn’t  be  healthy.  For 
example,  look  at  me.  But,  that’s  not 
the  point.  The  point  is,  don’t  squan- 
der away  your  money  on  booze  and 
dope.  You'll  end  up  passing  out  in 
bushes  and  urinating  on  yourself.” 

For  those  concerned  with  the 
current  status  of  the  Ronald 
McDonald  House  Charities  founda- 
tion: it  is  still  in  full  operation, 
though  Ronald  himself  has  become 
a waste  of  a human  life. 


The  first  step 
in  becoming 
the  best  is  to  learn  from 
the  best.  DePaul  s School  of 
Computer  Science.  Telecom- 
munications and  Information 
Systems,  or  CTI.  is  the  largest, 
most  innovative  technology 
program  in  the  counny.  and  rhe 
ideal  place  for  students  looking 
to  change  paths.  In  fact,  many 


NO  MATTER 

WHERE  YOU  START, 

DEPAUL 

MAKES  A GREAT 

Tinish  J/ine. 


CTI  students 
began  canting 
their  degree  elsewhere. 

We  make  the  transfer  process 
simple  and  get  you  on  track  to 
graduate.  Which  makes  it  easier 
for  you  to  stop  wondering  about 
the  future  and  start  creating  it. 

flgi  DePaul  University 

School  of  Computer  Science, 
Telecommunications 
and  Information  Systems 


j For  more  information  visit  depaul.edu/cticommunitycollege|| 
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Teacher  participates  in  contemporary  art  exhibition  overseas 


Photo  courtesy  of  Steve  Sherrell 

Art  instructor  Steve  Sherrell  poses  in  front  of  one  of  his  paintings  that  was  on  display  at  the  Fifth  Annual  International  Biennial  of  Contemporary  Art 
at  the  Fortezza  da  Basso  in  Florence,  Italy  Dec.  3-11,  2003. 


By  Stephanie  Plenner 

“You  have  been  nominated  by 
The  Internal  Committee  to  participate 
in  the  Fifth  Annual  International  Bi- 
ennial of  Contemporary  Art  which  will 
take  place  from  the  3rd  to  the  1 1 th  of 
December,  2003,  in  the  exhibition 
space  of  the  historic  Fortezza  da 
Basso  in  Florence,  Italy,"  just  might 
have  been  one  of  the  greatest  hon- 
ors our  very  own  Steve  Sherrell  has 
felt 

More  than  2,000  artists  have  par- 
ticipated in  this  event  since  1997,  and 
in  2001,  the  United  Nations  recog- 
nized the  Florence  Biennale  as  an  of- 
ficial partner  in  the  program  “Dialogue 
Among  Nations." 

Kofi  Annan  of  Ghana  is  the  sev- 
enth Secretary-General  of  the  United 
Nations,  and  he  stated  in  2003  after 
recognizing  artists’  ability  to  commu- 
nicate despite  cultural  differences. 
“Artists  have  a special  role  to  play  in 
the  global  struggle  for  peace.  At  their 
best,  artists  speak  not  only  to  people; 
they  speak  for  them.  Art  is  a weapon 
against  ignorance  and  hatred  and  an 
agent  of  public  awareness... Art 
opens  doors  for  learning,  understand- 
ing, and  peace  among  people  and 
nations.” 

During  Sept.  8 through  Oct.  23 
of  this  year,  Sherrell  participated  in 
an  art  exhibit  in  the  H.  F.  Johnson 
Gallery  of  Art  at  Carthage  in  Kenosha, 
Wise.,  which  was  titled  Six  Wavs  of 
World  Making.  The  Mythopians  Art- 
ist Group. 

The  group  consists  of  six  artists, 
“who  exhibit  their  work  collectively 
'out  of  a mutual  love  of  figurative  and 
narrative  art  and  a fondness  for  the 
Romantic  tradition,’  according  to 
former  Chicago  Sun  Times  art  critic, 


Garrett  Holg.  "The  Mythopians  are  ac- 
complished artists  and  storytellers  who 
move  easily  between  ancient  mytholo- 
gies, daily  newspaper  headlines  and 
fanciful  invention." 


Sherrell  is  a well-established  artist 
who  teaches  graphic  design,  art  his- 
tory and  life  art  here  at  main  campus. 

At  age  18,  he  encountered  a well- 
appreciated  epiphany  for  painting  as  a 


career.  His  father  was  an  artist  and  en- 
couraged whatever  Steve  chose  to  do. 
Earning  his  B.F.  A and  M.F.  A at  the  Art 
Institute  in  Chicago  gave  him  the  tools 
he  needed  to  improve  what  he  always 


loved  to  do  - paint. 

To  this  day  he  surrounds  himself 
with  art,  from  his  home  and  office,  all 
the  way  down  to  his  clothes  and  teach- 
ing style. 
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Rialto  Theater  kicks  off 
Broadway  series  of 
performances  with  Rent 


By  Stephanie  Lyman 

It  starts  with  a dream,  and  with 
hard  work  and  determination,  ends  up 
on  Broadway,  and  eventually  makes  its 
way  to  Joliet. 

And  we  are  so  lucky. 

The  Tony  Award  and  Pulitzer  Prize 
winning  musical  Rent,  directed  by 
Michael  Greif,  performed  downtown  at 
the  Rialto  Square  Theater  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  24.  This  was  the  first  time  it  has 
ever  been  to  Joliet. 

Many  of  the  musical's  actors  came 
halfway  across  the  country  on  tour  to 
perform  here.  Many  also  made  their 
debut,  performing  in  their  first  national 
tour,  with  Rent. 

Those  who  were  able  to  get  their 
hands  on  tickets  were  especially  lucky, 
as  the  show  only  performed  once  on 
Oct.  24. 

“We  would  have  liked  to  have 
added  a second  performance  on  Oct. 
24,  but  because  of  the  travel  itineraries 
of  Rent,  the  production  had  to  pack  up 
and  move  on  to  the  next  city,"  said 
Annette  Louch-Parker,  director  of  mar- 
keting and  sales  for  the  theater. 

This  is  the  first  season  that  the 
Rialto  Square  Theater  has  been  able  to 
book  an  entire  Broadway  series. 

"We  have  always  been  trying  to 
bring  Broadway  shows  in,  and  this  sea- 


son it  all  came  together,"  said  Louch- 
Parker. 

This  series  also  includes:  “Tony 
and  Tina's  Wedding,”  Nov.  3-7; 
“Fosse,”  Nov.  28;  “Broadway’s  Spirit 
of  Christmas,"' Dec.  17-19;  and  “The 
Full  Monty,”  April  24. 

Tickets  for  these  shows  range  in 
price  from  $33  to  $65.50,  depending  on 
the  location  of  the  seats.  There  are  five 
ways  to  order  tickets:  in  person,  mail, 
fax  (8 1 5)  726-0233,  phone  (815)  726- 
6600  or  through  Ticketmasler  (3 1 2)  902- 
1500  which  can  also  be  reached  online. 

If  it  isn’t  necessarily  Broadway 
you  arc  looking  for,  there  are  a variety 
of  other  activities  hosted  by  the  the- 
ater. Von  Hcidecke’s  "The  Nutcracker” 
will  be  performing  Sunday,  Dec.  5.  there 
is  a Bridal  Expo  in  January,  and  "Blues 
Clues  Live”  will  be  performing  in  Feb- 
ruary. 

For  more  information  on  these 
shows  or  about  the  Rialto  Square  The- 
ater, you  can  visit  its  website  at 
www.rialtosquarc.com. 

The  Rialto  Square  Theater  is  a 
beautiful  place  to  visit,  it  has  much  to 
offer  people  of  all  ages  and  interests 
and  the  tickets  are  affordable.  You 
don’t  have  to  go  to  New  York  to  wit- 
ness Broadway;  all  you  have  to  do  is 
pay  a visit  to  downtown  Joliet. 


Student  film  club  hopes 
for  a productive  year 


By  Brandi  Campbell 

Look,  there  in  the  sky,  it’s  a 
mottled,  violent,  tacky  movie!  It’s  a 
culturally-challenged  upper-middle- 
class  Caucasian  male  “director!"  It’s  an 


tage  in  the  spring  to  display  herself  in 
front  of  the  students  and  faculty  at  a 
"film  festival.” 

It’s  going  to  be  a long  road  ahead, 
considering  I.F.A.L.A.  has  only  one 


sant  star- 

for  atten- 
tion! No- 
no,  it’s 
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Yes, 
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Rlmmak- 


44  If  we  can  come  out  of  this 
school  year  having  said  we  did 
something,  I will  feel  that  we  have 
been  successful. 

--  Amanda  Price, 

I.F.A.L.A.  President 
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will 
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spirit 
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ers’  Alliance  with  Local  Actors)  is  Joliet 
Junior  College’s  first  and  only  club  of 
her  kind. 

In  her  second  year  and  now 
headed  by  JJC  student  Amanda  Price, 
I.F.A.L.A.  holds  bi-monthly  meetings 
down  in  the  library  to  plan,  prep,  and 
produce  indie  film  after  indie  film. 

I.F.A.L.A.  kicked  off  her  second 
season  in  style,  choosing  her  first 
project  to  be  a short  film  written  by 
Brandi  Campbell  (hey,  that’s  me!),  en- 
titled "Lcs  Fourmis  Qui  Controle  le 
Monde,”  about  a youngster  and  his 
quest  for  the  validation  of  the  onto- 
logical requirement  of  modem  man’s 
existential  dilemma  (say  that  one  five 
times  fast!). 

Directed  on  a Saturday  morning 
by  Chris  Williamson  in  the  JJC  tree  park 
and  starring  S.  Mathew  Aod,  "Les 
Fourmis  Qui  Controle  le  Monde”  went 
off  without  a hitch  (although  it  left  the 
writer  understanding  why  J.D.  Salinger 
chose  to  never  EVER  have  any  of  his 
books  turned  into  movies.) 

I.F.A.L.A.  has  shot  about  two 
movies  since  then,  and  has  plans  to 
shoot  one  short  film  a week,  eventu- 
ally leading  toward  a two-hour  mon- 


dedication. 

When  asked  what  her  expectations 
were  for  I.F.A.L.A.,  President  Amanda 
Price  said.  "A  sense  of  accomplish- 
ment. Last  year  was  a total  disaster; 
we  did  nothing.  If  we  can  come  out  of 
this  school  year  having  said  we  did 
something,  I will  feel  that  we  have  been 
successful.  I expect  people  who  can- 
not afford  to  go  to  film  school  for  four 
years  to  push  their  imaginations  to  the 
edge  of  their  boundaries  before  going 
to  a four  year  film  college  and  have  to 
stay  within  the  teachers’  criteria.  Hope- 
fully we  will  also  learn  a lot  about  prob- 
lem solving  and  doing  as  much  as  pos- 
sible with  what  little  we  have.” 

There  you  have  it,  folks.  If  you 
think  that  you  might  be  interested  in 
joining  I.F.A.L.A.  and  enjoy  acting,  di- 
recting, editing,  make-up,  or  music 
composure,  contact  any  of  the  follow- 
ing I.F.A.L.A.  officers:  President 
Amanda  Price 

(ACEAJ03@hotmail.com),  Vice-presi- 
dent S.  Mathew  Aod 
(MortKil  led  You  @ aol  .com)  or  sponsor 
Jeff  Fisher  (JFishcr@jjc.edu)  for  more 
information  on  meeting  times  and 
places. 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Fine  Arts  Department 

From  left,  Rachel  Glim  (Rosalind),  Dustin  Guest  (Touchstone)  and  Ryan  Hicks  (Orlando)  in  this  year's  fall 
play,  As  You  Like  It. 


Fall  play,  As  You  Like 
It,  debuts  on  Nov.  4 


By  Luke  Hombcrger 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  Fine  Arts 
Department  is  pleased  to  present  the 
play  As  You  Like  It,  a comedic/roman- 
tic classic  by  William  Shakespeare. 

Performances  will  be  presented  in 
the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  in  K-building  on 
the  main  campus.  The  play  debuts  to- 
morrow at  7:30p.m. 

As  You  Like  It  was  written  in  the 
middle  of  Shakespeare’s  career  (circa 
1599),  which  allows  both  a wealth  of 
experience  and  a young  perspective  to 
shape  this  pastoral  work  into  as  so- 
phisticated a comedy  as  any  in  the 
Bard’s  catalogue. 

The  play  depicts  the  traditional 
contrast  found  between  the  innocence 
and  serenity  of  the  simple  country  life 
as  opposed  to  the  misery  and  corrup- 
tion of  city  (especially  court)  life. 

The  displaced  urban  characters 
tease  their  country  counterparts  for 
their  supposed  ignorance,  but  are 
shown  a new  perspective  of  the  hard 


life  in  the  country,  and  by  the  end  of 
the  play  they  are  ready  to  return  to  the 
royal  court,  presumably  wiser  for  the 
experience. 

“This  production  will  be  a repre- 
sentative version  of  the  original,  using 
a tropical  backdrop  for  the  forest 
scenes  and  a minimalistic  approach  in 
the  court  scenes,"  commented  techni- 
cal director  Nicki  Blowers. 

This  doesn’t  mean  there  hasn’t 
been  a lot  of  hard  work  and  effort  in- 
volved in  the  production,  however. 
"Auditions  began  at  the  end  of  Au- 
gust, right  after  we  finished  “Beyond 
Therapy,”  and  rehearsals  have  run  ev- 
eryday since,”  Blowers  went  on  to  say. 

Ticket  Prices  are  $5  for  the  general 
public  and  $4  for  senior  citizens.  Dis- 
counts are  available  for  students  and 
JJC  faculty/staff.  Reservations  can  be 
made  by  calling  the  theatre  office  at 
(815)280-2200. 

As  part  of  the  college’s  ongoing 
community  service  project,  audience 


members  are  encouraged  to  bring 
non-perishable  food  items  to  the 
production  where  they  may  be  ex- 
changed for  items  at  the  concession 
table.  All  contributions  will  be  do- 
nated to  area  shelters. 

Performance 

schedule 

Nov.  5-6- 
8 p.m. 

November  7 

2:30  p.m. 

November  12-13 

8 p.m. 


TRANSFER  TO 
USF  WITH  EASE! 


At  the  University  of  St.  Francis  more  than  60%  of  our  students  are 
adult  and  transfer  students,  just  like  you!  We  know  that  as  a transfer 
student  YOU  deserve  a high  quality  education  that  fits  into  your  life. 

• Choose  from  60  areas  of  undergraduate  study  or  3 adult  degree- 
completion  programs 

• Accelerate  your  degree  with  credit  for  life  experience 

■ Apply  for  generous  scholarships  just  for  transfer  students 

• Build  a flexible  schedule  - classes  are  held  days,  evenings,  and 
weekends.  We  even  otter  online  courses. 

• Work  with  caring  faculty  who  Invest  In  Voul 

CALL  US  TODAY  AT 
(800)  735-7500 
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Motorcycle  Diaries  offers  an  inside 
look  at  ‘Che’  Guevara’s  ‘genesis’ 


Photo  courtesy  of  MovieWeb.com 

Ernesto  Guevara  (Gael  Garcia  Bernal),  driving,  and  Mali  (Rodrigo  de  la 
Serna)  explore  Latin  America  on  “ The  Mighty  One". 


By  Ryan  Gust 

Focus  Features  and  the  Chicago 
International  Film  Festival  bring  to  its 
audience  a film  of  a man,  which  we 
know  to  be  a revolutionary  of  his 
time.  This  feature  was  entirely  filmed 
in  a dubbed  format  in  which 
Argentinean  Spanish  was  the  pre- 
dominant language  and  English  sub- 
titles laid  out  the  plot  to  the  audience. 
This  set  a very  authentic  viewing  of 
the  film  and  gave  it  character. 

Ernesto  “Che”  Guevara  was  a 
medical  student  only  a semester  away 
from  his  doctorate.  What  lifts  off  the 
setting  of  Ernesto  Guevara  (Gael 
Garcia  Bemal)  and  his  comrade  Mali 
(Rodrigo  de  la  Serna)  is  that  they  are 
willing  to  take  a motorcycle  trip 
around  Latin  America  and  see  “it"  for 


themselves. 

These  men  were  from  the  small 
town  in  Argentina  both  very  distin- 
guished in  their  community.  Both  were 
successful  in  their  respected 
areas,  Ernesto  for  medicine  and  Mali  in 
Biochemistry.  They  decided  to  go  on 
an  endeavor;  Mali  wished  to  recapture 
■his  youthfulness,  and  Ernesto  “wanted 
to  see  that  world  that  is  only  told  to 
him  through  books  and  literature.  This 
was  an  endeavor  in  which  they  will 
have  only  the  clothes  on  their  backs 
and  a sub  par  motorcycle  named  “The 
Mighty  One." 

Throughout  ihe  film.  Ernesto,  or 
“Fuser”  as  Mali  calls  him,  would  write 
home  and  tell  of  the  hardships  and  the 
beauty  of  the  trip  that  they  were  en- 
countering. The  trip  had  opened  with 


a statement  from  Fuser  dictating  from 
writing  with  ominous  voice  over.  This 
was  a story  of  two  paralleling  lives  and 
how  they  separated. 

Throughout  the  film  Fuser  was 
portrayed  as  a very  compassionate 
person  always  looking  for  the  right 
thing  to  do.  Then  in  an  instance  and 
climax  of  the  movie.  Fuser  displays  that 
he  is  a dynamic  character  and  he  states 
that  he  himself  has  changed.  This 
change  had  surfaced  around  the  time 
the  motorcycle  had  ceased  to  being 
functional  any  longer  and  they  had  to 
rid  the  “moto." 

Fuser  had  the  same  persistence  to 
go  on  as  he  did  when  he  first  started 
the  trip.  You  can  visually  sec  the  stages 
of  his  changes.  He  runs  into  many 
people  on  their  trip,  listening  to  what 
each  of  them  has  to  say.  He  was  very 
diplomatic  to  the  people  he  spoke  with, 
almost  as  if  he  were  a politician  listen- 
ing to  his  constituents.  Could  this  be  a 
foreshadowing  of  his  life  to  come? 

He  hears  first  hand  the  injustices 
people  have  to  endure.  He  runs  into  a 
communist  couple  in  which  he  reaches 
out  to  and  wants  to  aid.  The  most  vivid 
of  all  Fuser’s  feelings  were  ones  of 
compassion  to  people  he  has  run  into. 

He  constantly  pictures  them  in  his 
mind,  iri  a sense  of  dull  or  dismal  light. 
This  saddens  him.  The  film  portrays 
this  well  with  visual  flashback  of  the 
people  and  it  is  coincidently  in  black 
and  white  film.  This  brings  sadness  to 
life  and  conveys  it  to  the  audience. 
This  indeed  is  an  aspiring  tale  of  a man 
whom  in  one  stage  in  his  life  wanted 
something,  but  turned  around  to  face 
another.  These  lives  he  spoke  of  ear- 
lier being  separated;  are  they  being 
separated  or  arc  they  just  on  hiatus? 

Although  we  all  know  the  later  fate 
of  Ernesto,  later  to  be  Lt.  Che  Guevara 
of  the  Cuban  Revolution,  we  now  also 
know  how  to  reflect  on  his  genesis. 


Law 


AlfieMovte.com  BMT 
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Who  was 
6Che’  Guevara? 


By  Maria  Zamudio 

The  film  “Motorcycle  Diaries," 
is  not  a documentary  about  the  life 
of  the  legendary  "Che"  Guevara,  but 
rather  a narrative  of  his  first  adven- 
ture. Since  it  doesn’t  explain  why  he 
was  and  still  is  the  most  influential 
revolutionary  figure  in  the  20th  cen- 
tury, I’ve  gathered  a short  biogra- 
phy of  his  life. 

Emesto  Rafael  Guevara  De  la 
Scma  was  bom  in  Cordoba,  Argen- 
tina, on  June  14, 1928.  He  came  from 
an  upper  middle  class  family.  His  first 
adventure  was  in  1951,  when 
Emesto  and  his  friend,  the  biochem- 
ist Alberto  Granado,  began  a motor- 
cycle tour  of  South  America. 
Throughout  the  trip,  the  poverty  and 
social  injustice  that  Ernesto  ob- 
served led  him  to  intensify  his  study 
of  Marxist  ideologies. 

After  reaching  his  destiny  in 
Venezuela,  Emesto  returned  to  Ar- 
gentina. He  graduated  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buenos  Aires  Medical 
School  in  March  1953.  Emesto  de- 
cided to  travel  to  Venezuela.  How- 
ever, he  was  put  in  to  jail  in  Peru  due 
to  an  earlier  publication  about  the 
indigenous  people. 

When  he  got  out.  he  stayed  in 
Ecuador  for  a while.  During  that  time 
he  met  Ricardo  Rojo,  who  was  influ- 
ential in  Ernesto's  political  views. 
Emesto  changed  directions  and  de- 
cided to  go  with  his  friend  to  Guate- 
mala. During  his  stay  in  this  coun- 
try, his  ideas  about  communism  be- 
came stronger.  Because  of  a coup 
d'etat  in  Guatemala,  Emesto  had  to 
leave  the  country.  Mexico  gave  him 
political  exile. 

During  his  stay  in  Mexico  City, 
he  met  Fidel  Castro  and  many  other 
Cuban  exiles.  After  discussing  many 
political  views  not  only  about  Cuba 
but  also  about  Latin  America  in  gen- 
eral, Emesto  joined,  as  a doctor,  the 
26th  of  July  Movement  dedicated  to 
the  overthrow  of  Cuban  Dictator 
Fulgencio  Batista.  Che  and  80  other 
insurgents  departed  Tuxpan.  Mexico 
aboard  the  boat  called  "Granma"  in 
November  1 956  to  invade  Cuba  and 
start  the  revolution.  After  a major 
battle.  Che  was  assigned  general. 
The  revolution  claims  victory  on  Jan. 
1. 1959. 

Nov.  26.  1959  he  became  the 
president  for  the  Cuban  National 
Bank.  Emesto  also  held  other  impor- 
tant roles  in  the  Cuban  government 
such  as  president  of  the  Institute  of 
National  Agriculture. 

During  the  economic  crisis  he 
also  worked  in  the  sugar  plantations. 


He  then  realized  that  he  wanted  to 
help  free  other  countries.  He  per- 
suaded Castro  in  getting  Cuba  in- 
volved in  the  interests  of  Africa. 

Guevara  preferred  to  first  work 
with  the  Sintba  (aka  "Lumumbaist") 
movement  in  the  former  Belgian 
Congo  (later  Zaire  and  currently  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  the  Congo), 
with  the  goal  of  overthrowing  the 
government  and  installing  a commu- 
nist regime.  Because  of  the  lack  of 
organization  and  support  fomi  the 
natives,  Guevara  was  forced  to  re- 
turn home. 

He  then  decided  to  continue 
with  this  revolution  in  Latin  America. 
He  entered  Bolivia  in  November  of 
1966,  with  the  idea  of  organizing  a 
revolt  and  a hope  to  overthrow  the 
pro-U.S.  military  government  and 
install  a communist  government. 

There  were  many  things  he  did 
not  expect  that  made  it  more  difficult 
to  accomplish  his  goul. 

One  of  them  was  an  American 
presence  in  Bolivia.  Soon  after  U.S. 
government  learned  thut  Che  was  in 
Bolivia,  the  CIA  was  sent  into  the 
country  to  aid  the  anti-insurrection 
effort.  Che  also  faced  the  lack  of  sup- 
port from  the  communist  party  in 
Bolivia. 

Before  leaving  Cuba,  Fidel  prom- 
ised Che  that  he  would  inform  the 
communist  party  in  Bolivia  so  that 
they  could  help  him  in  his  plans,  but 
Fidel  never  did  inform  the  commu- 
nist parly.  Che  and  his  insurrection- 
ists found  themselves  cornered  in 
Bolivia. 

On  one  hand  the  American  aid 
to  the  Bolivian  government  was  de- 
feating his  forces  and  closing  in  on 
him,  and  on  the  other  hand  there  was 
the  lack  of  assistance  from  his  allies. 
Many  Cuban  anti-Castro  exiles 
helped  the  CIA  to  find  many  Boliv- 
ians whom  they  (CIA)  believed  were 
thought  to  be  assisting  Che  Guevara 
and/or  his  guerillas. 

On  Oct.  8,  1967,  the  Bolivian 
Army,  with  the  help  of  American 
forces,  captured  Emesto  Guevara. 
The  next  day  he  was  assassinated, 
killing  one  of  the  greatest  revolution- 
ary heroes  in  the  twentieth  century. 

The  image  of  "Che"  has  become 
a symbol  in  the  struggle  against  in- 
justice not  only  in  Latin  America,  but 
all  around  the  world.  He  has  become 
an  immortal  image  that  signifies  so- 
cial change  and  the  struggle  for 
equality.  You  can  kill  the  revolution- 
ary, but  you  can  never  kill  the  revo- 
lution. As  Che  would  say.  “Hasta  la 
Victoria  Sicmpre." 
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Comedians  Colin  Mochrie,  Brad  Sherwood  bring 
Whose  Line  to  Rialto  with  side-splitting  results 


Photo  courtesy  of  Matt  Sheehan 


Matt  Sheehan  poses  with  comedians  Colin  Mochrie  and  Brad  Sherwood  after  their  performance  at  the  Rialto 
Square  Theatre  on  Friday,  October  8. 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Although  ABC  has  pretty  much 
given  up  on  the  Emmy-nominated  com- 
edy improv  show  Whose  Line  Is  It  Any- 
way? by  burning  off  tdped  episodes 
and  repeats  in  syndication  on  its  cable 
channel  ABC  Family.  Whose  Line?  stars 
Colin  Mochrie  and  Brad  Sherwood  are 
very  much  keeping  it  alive. 

Mochrie  and  Sherwbod  brought  a 
piece  of  television  to  the  Rialto  Square 
Theatre  on  October  8 with  "An  Evening 
with  Colin  Mochrie  & Brad  Sherwood." 
For  those  not  familiar  with  the  show. 
Whose  Line?  is  an  improvis'ational 
comedy  skit  show  in  which  the  scenes 
are  made  up  on  the  spot  based  upon 
suggestions  from  the  audience.  Addi- 
tionally, this  show  is  where  the  world 
was  given  the  talent  and  skills  of  one 
Wayne  Brady. 

The  Rialto  show  was  pretty  much 
was  the  same  format  of  Whose  Line?: 
Brad  & Colin  would  announce  which 
game  they  would  play  and  ask  for  a 
certain  type  of  scene  or  action  they 
would  like  to  see  acted  out  in  the  par- 
ticular game.  There  are,  however,  cer- 
tain games  where  audience  members 
are  brought  on  stage  to  help  act  out  a 
scene  in  some  form. 

One  of  the  funniest  bits  involved 
Colin  having  to  step  out  of  the  theatre 
while  Brad  and  the  audience  came  up 
with  bits  of  information  in  a game  in 
which  Colin  is  being  interrogated  about 
a crime  he’s  committed,  only  he  doesn’t 
know  where,  how,  what  he  was  wear- 
ing, etc.  The  point  of  the  game  was  to 
have  him  figure  out  each  of  these  items 
with  clues  from  Brad.  In  this  one,  Colin 
was  supposed  to  figure  out  that  while 
wearing  Catwoman’s  ears,  the  mask  of 
Zorro  & Depends,  he  tipped  an  out- 
house over  onto  the  train  tracks  rode 
the  conveyor  belt  at  the  airport  in 


Cahokia,  Illinois  while  at  the  sock  shop 
and  left  behind  a knick  knack  named 
Jimmy.  For  15  minutes  of  pure  side-split- 
ting interrogation  technique.  Brad 
started  to  grill  Colin  about  this  heinous 
crime  he  committed.  It  sees  to  be — and 
was — very  stupid  in  concept  but  with 
audience  imaginations  in  the  fray,  the 
sky  is  the  limit  to  laughs. 

And  what  is  a Whose  Line?  show 
without  singing?  An  audience  member 
named  Bill  came  up  on  stage.  Brad  and 
Colin’s  plan  was  to  use  Bill  s occupa- 


tion or  hobbies.  Unfortunately,  after 
much  deliberation,  they  settled  on  the 
fact  that  Bill  "does  nothing”  (direct 
quote  form  Brad).  Brad  even  inquired 
if  Bill  was  a gigolo?  Bill  said,  “No,  but  I 
am  a Gigga-Bill.”  From  there.  Brad  sang 
a rap  song  with  his  homie — that’s  right, 
you  guessed  it — Gigga  -Bill.  Seeing  a 
large,  retired  60-something  man  fold  his 
arms  and  “bounce”  to  a rap  beat  is 
something  to  be  seen — and  laughed 

Other  bits  included  Whose  Line? 


staples  Every  Other  Line  (Brad  or  Colin 
reads  from  a play,  while  the  other  acts 
a scene  and  tries  to  reach  a given  end 
line  with  an  audience  member).  Mov- 
ing Bodies  (only  move  when  moved 
by  two  audience  members).  Quick 
Change  (Two  contestants  act  a scene 
but  when  an  audience  member  or  two 
ring  a bell  and  Brad  or  Colin  must  alter 
the  line  they  have  just  said),  Sound 
Effects  (Brad  & Colin  act  while  audi- 
ence members  provide  the  effects) 
and — believe  it  or  not,  there  IS  such  a 


game — Whose  Line.  The  end,  how- 
ever, certainly  was  the  icing  on  the 
cake.  Brad  told  the  audience  said 
they  would  do  the  Alphabet  Game 
(Brad  & Colin  act  a scene  with  each 
sentence  starting  with  successive 
letters  of  the  alphabet)  but  dubbed 
it  “the  most  dangerous  comedy  per- 
formance ever."  To  literally  add  in- 
sult to  injury,  Brad  & Colin  would 
perform  the  skit  with  100  live  mouse 
traps  spread  about  the  stage.  When 
looking  for  something  one  would  do 
on  a Sunday  afternoon,  many 
shouted  “watch  football!"  but  the 
unanimous  decision  rested  on 
"playing  hopscotch,"  to  which  the 
crowd  erupted  in  laughter — and 
Brad  admitted  to  “finding  the  mean- 
est person  in  the  theatre."  To  add 
more  theatrics,  Brad  and  Colin  would 
perform  the  skit  barefoot — and 
blindfolded.  The  outcome  was  a ri- 
otous display  of  brave  stupidity  in 
the  face  of  extreme  laughter.  There 
were  points  where  Colin  got  down 
on  the  ground  to  "draw”  the  lines 
for  hopscotch  and  Brad  getting  a 
mousetrap  caught  and  hanging  from 
outside  of  one  of  his  feet,  finishing 
his  line  and  flinging  it  to  the  back  of 
the  stage,  all  while  standing  on  one 
foot. 

Colin  Mochrie  is,  without  a 
doubt,  one  of  the  most  gifted  stars 
of  Whose  Line?  (eat  your  heart  out, 
Wayne  Brady)  and,  despite  not  hav- 
ing THE  best,  Ryan  Stiles,  as  a part- 
ner, Brad  Sherwood  still  is  great  at 
improv  and  generating  lots  of 
laughs.  Together,  with  their  impro- 
visational  powers  combined,  Colin 
Mochrie  and  Brad  Sherwood  pro- 
vided the  Rialto  audience  with  a hi- 
larious escape  from  their  crazy,  busy 
little  lives. 


Kat  Kan  Help 

DearKut, 

I am  1 8 years  old  and  this  is  my  first  semester  at  JJC.  I just  can’t  seem  to 
get  a grasp  of  college  life.  I am  late  for  my  8:00  English  101  class  almost  every 
morning,  and  I am  falling  behind  in  my  three  of  my  other  classes.  The  profes- 
sors give  so  much  homework.  I’m  a good  student  that  maintained  a B aver- 
age in  high  school.  1 really  do  not  want  to  fail  college.  What  do  I do? 

Dan  in  Joliet 

Dear  Dan, 

It  sounds  like  you  need  to  revise  your  schedule  a bit.  One  of  the  great 
things  about  college  life  is  you  can  fit  your  classes  around  your  personal 
life;  unlike  high  school  where  students  have  a set  time  every  morning.  First 
you  need  to  decide  if  you  are  distracted  outside  of  school.  Is  work  interfer- 
ing? Do  you  have  family  obligations?  Do  you  have  extracurricular  activities? 
Now  look  at  your  schedule.  How  many  credit  hours  are  you  taking?  In  order 
to  be  considered  a full-time  student,  you  need  to  take  at  least  12  credit  hours. 
For  someone  with  a busy  life,  1 2 might  just  be  the  limit.  Also,  you  need  to  ask 
yourself  if  you  are  a morning  person.  Some  people  hate  morning  classes.  JJC 
offers  many  late  classes.  Next  you  should  talk  to  your  teachers.  If  you  feel 
like  you  arc  falling  behind,  ask  your  teacher  how  you  are  doing  in  class.  Your 
teachers  not  only  can  tell  you  how  you  are  doing,  but  they  should  be  willing 
to  give  you  extra  help  outside  of  class.  If  they  can’t,  they  can  refer  you  to 
someone  who  can.  Communicating  with  your  teacher  is  a great  key  in  suc- 
ceeding in  college.  Try  not  worrying  about  failing  college.  This  is  still  your 
first  semester.  You  will  have  plenty  of  time  to  adjust. 


Kat  Kan  Help  is  a monthly  advice  column  designed  to 
answer  student  questions  about  school,  life  or  anything  else. 
Kat  is  a student,  not  a professional,  but  she  will  do  her  best  to 
answer  your  questions. 

Send  questions  to  KatKanHelp@hotnuiil.com 


Saint  ♦Xavier 
University 

-titty  dt*e  are  ytur 
Jr&amt  ft  stminff- 


cittzer  flan  you  Hink. 


You've  worked  hard  earning  your  associate's  degree.  Nov.-,  Saint  Xavier  University  can  help  you 
complete  your  academic  career  with:  affordable  tuition,  generous  financial  aid,  94%  placement  rate, 
convenient  locations.  Illinois  Articulation  Initiative  (IAI)  and  flexible  schedules, 

• Visit  Our  New  Website  • 
www.sxu.edu 


Chkago  Campus  • 3700  W.  103rd  St.  • Chicago,  IL  • Ph:  773-298-3050 
Oriand  Park  Campus  • 1 8230  Oriand  Parkway  • Orland  Park,  IL  • Ph:  708-802-6200 
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Men’s  soccer  finishes  9-9,  takes 
second  in  conference  standings 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  Wolves’  season  ended  at  the 
Region  IV  tournament  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  30,  with  a 1 -0  loss  to  Harper  Col- 


Midfielder  Ikenna  Umebuani 


lege.  That  loss  secured  a second  place 
finish  within  the  conference. 

The  team  finished  its  regular  sea- 
son and  Region  IV  Tournament  with 
an  overall  record  of  9-9  and  a 6-2  N4C 
conference  record. 

The  Wolves  fought  hard,  but  they 
didn’t  take  advantage  of  their  oppor- 
tunities to  score.  Daniel  Diaz  recorded 
5 saves  for  the  game. 

On  Thursday,  Oct.  27,  the  Wolves 
headed  into  the  Region  IV  Tournament 
confident  about  their  impending  suc- 
cess because  the  Wolves  were  ranked 
the  number  one  overall  in  the  division. 

The  soccer  team  remained  the 
number  one  seed  after  defeating  Rock 
Valley  College  with  a final  of  1-0.  Fresh- 
man midfielder,  Ikenna  Umebuani, 
scored  a goal  on  a penalty  kick,  while 
Diaz  recorded  seven  saves  for  the 
Wolves. 

The  Wolves  kept  their  composure 


while  facing  the  end  of  the  season. 
After  taking  four  hard  losses  in  a row, 
the  Wolves  were  defeated  by  South 
Suburban  College  to  end  their  regular 
season. 

The  Wolves  traveled  to  SSC  and 
look  a grueling  non-conference  loss 
with  a final  of  3-0.  Diaz  tried  helping 
the  cause  with  15  saves,  but  the  team’s 
offense  did  not  come  through. 

The  Wolves  also  fell  to  Morton 
College  and  Kennedy-King  College, 
but  the  games  were  non-conference 
matches.  Those  games  did  not  effect 
the  seed  placement  in  the  Regional 
Tournament. 

Before  facing  N4C  rival  College  of 
DuPage  for  the  second  match  of  the 
year,  the  Wolves  current  N4C  record 
was  6-1. 

The  Wolves  were  defeated  by 
COD  1 5-minutes  into  overtime  by  a 2- 1 
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Down  to  the  wire 

Lady  Wolves  prepare 
for  volleyball  regionals 


By  Nathan  A.  Bauer  and  Amy 
Nielsen 

On  Thursday,  Oct.  28  the  women’s 
volleyball  team  ended  their  regular  sea- 
son. They  finished  the  season  at  .500 
with  an  overall  record  of  1 8- 1 8. 

The  last  regular  season  competi- 
tion ended  with  JJC  annihilating  Mo- 
raine Valley  Community  College  by  a 
score  of 26-30, 30-20, 30-26  and  30-23. 

Stacy  Yates  and  Lisa  Ccrcello  de- 
fensively held  the  team  together. 
Cercello  recorded  16  kills,  16  digs  and 
three  blocks.  Yates  recorded  36  assists, 
10  kills  and  1 1 digs.  Kristie  Lindgren 
and  Erica  Stramcl  also  helped  out  de- 
clining points  from  Moraine  Valley. 

Women’s  head  volleyball  coach, 
Valerie  Jones,  has  faith  in  the  Lady 
Wolves  headed  into  the  NJCAA 
Regionals. 

"They  have  a good  shot  at  the 
NJCAA  Regionals,"  said  Jones.  “So  far 
this  season,  the  lady  Wolves  every- 
thing has  been  going  well.” 

The  Wolves  were  recently  de- 
feated by  non-conferencc,  Wabaunsee 
Community  College  with  a final  result 
of  30-28, 33-3 1 . 28-30  and  30-28.  The 
Lady  Wolves  were  lead  by  Emily  Soto 


with  2 1 kills  and  1 5 digs  and  Yates  with 
42  assists  and  16  digs.  According  to 
Jones,  Soto  has  been  a key  factor  in 
the  Lady  Wolves  success.  Soto,  a 
freshman  outside  hitler  from  Joliet 
Catholic  Academy,  will  be  a key  execu- 
tioner in  the  Regional  tournament. 

"Soto  has  played  well  all  season 
for  us.  She  has  been  an  excellent  all-  • 
around  player  as  well,"  said  Jones. 

After  defeating  N4C  rival,  Harper 
College,  the  Wolves  enhanced  their 
conference  record  to  6-2.  Their  current 
record  will  be  a positive  factor  in  the 
placement  in  the  Regional  tournament. 

The  Wolves  annihilated  the  three 
game  set  against  Harper  College  with  u 
result  of  30-20, 30-19  and  30-27.  Soto 
and  Yates  both  lead  the  way  for  the 
Lady  Wolves  to  gain  momentum  early 
in  the  matches  to  anticipate  the  three 
game  thriller. 

The  Lady  Wolves  return  Friday, 
Nov.  5 for  the  Region  IV  Regionals.  The 
Wolves  arc  currently  ranked  second  in 
the  standings  for  the  tournament.  Their 
first  challenge  will  be  number  three 
ranked  Harper  at  College  of  Lake 
County. 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Athletic  Department 

Middle/rightside  player  Sondra  Rankin  defends  against  Rock  Valley  at  a 
recent  game. 
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Bambino’s  Curse  Abolished 

But  can  the  Cubs  come  through  next? 


Livin’  La  Vida  Allocco 


By  Jim  Allocco 

This  fall  will  forever  mark  the  fall 
of  an  86-year-old  curse. 

After  being  on  the  brink  of  another 
collapse,  the  Boston  Red  Sox  fought 
off  the  Evil  Empire  and  found  them- 
selves turning  a 3-0  series  shutout  into 
a 4-3  upset. 

Next  came  an  organization  possi- 
bly just  as  evil:  the  Cub-hating  Cardi- 
nals. But  Boston  wasn’t  beat  by  either 
of  the  two  teams  with  the  most  wins  in 
their  league;  try  a four-game  sweep  to 
end  their  historic  postseason  with  an 
eight-game  winning  streak. 

These  boys  from  Bean  Town  ob- 
viously meant  business.  The  funny 
thing  is  that  out  of  the  four  teams  that 
made  it  to  the  Championship  Series, 
Boston  was  all-around  the  weakest. 

Houston  added  an  extra  ‘killer  bee’ 
into  the  lineup  this  year,  but  an  injured 
bullpen  kept  them  out  of  the  World 
Series;  St.  Louis  had  the  best  record  in 
baseball,  the  most  productive  offense 
and  the  best  bullpen,  and  the  Yankees 
go  without  saying  — a payroll  larger 
than  the  US  budget  deficit. 

Throw  "a  bunch  of  idiots”  in  the 
race  (they  said  it,  not  me)  and  they  may 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 


Editor  Jim  Allocco  works 
feverishly  on  coming  up  with  a 
strategy  for  the  Cubs  to  win  the 
elusive  World  Series  next  season. 

just  give  you  a run  for  your  money. 

How  did  a surprise  victory  like  this 
happen? 

It  is  because  this  team  actually 
played  like  a team  - something  that’s 
been  unseen  in  Chicago  for  decades. 

“Nobody  did  anything  to  be  dif- 
ferent," said  Boston  Manager  Terry 
Francona  after  Friday  night's  victory. 
“They  all  did  it  as  a ball  club.” 

Though  a very  vague  and  generic 
quote,  it’s  one  heard  at  the  end  of  ev- 
ery postseason.  These  managers  must 
be  onto  something. 


Meanwhile  in  Chicago,  the  Cubs 
had  one  of  their  greatest  assemblies  of 
genuine  players  in  the  past  50  years. 
But  the  “team”  attitude  was  nowhere 
to  be  found. 

Does  Chicago  need  to  dis- 
cover a cure  for  the  goat 
curse? 

“I  don’t  believe  in  curses,”  said 
MVP  Award-winner  Manny  Ramirez 
after  helping  defeat  the  Cardinals  and 
extending  his  hitting  streak  to  17 
games.  “I  think  you  make  your  own 
destination." 

1 think  Manny  Ramirez  is  right. 
And  I think  we  ought  to  decide  exactly 
what  our  destination  will  be  this  sea- 

What  we  need  is  ball  club  that  can 
admit  they  are  "a  bunch  of  idiots,”  in- 
stead of  each  greedy  player  striving 
so  hard  to.be  the  shining  team  all-star. 

What  we  need  is  a manager  like 
Francona,  who  can  take  that  bunch  of 
idiots  and  turn  it  into  a bunch  of  suc- 
cessful idiots. 

We  need  team  players  on  our  team, 
and  a team  player  to  preside  over  them. 

As  our  pitchers  struggled.  Dusty 
Baker  waited  for  them  to  give  up  the 


Athletes  off 
the  Issue 


Larry  Turner 

The  5’1 0"  sophomore  running  back,  Larry  Turner, 
has  been  a key  executioner  for  the  J JC  men’s  football 
team.  He  led  the  way  with  three  touchdowns  against 
College  of  DuPage,  helping  the  Wolves  win  42-7. 

The  Wolves  gained  290  yards  against  Air  Force, 
142  of  those  yards  were  Turner’s.  After  an  Air  Force 
field  goal,  Turner  answered  with  a 73  yard  touchdown, 
helping  the  Wolves  win  1 3-3. 

Turner  recently  scored  both  of  the  Wolves  touch- 
downs against  Grand  Rapids  where  they  were  unfor- 
tunately defeated  despite  Turners  performance. 


Lisa  Cercello 

JJC  women’s  volleyball  has  been  successful  in  part 
of  sophomore  Lisa  Cercello.  The  5'8”  outside  hitter 
has  defensively  and  offensively  been  a key  factor  to 
the  Lady  Wolves. 

Despite  a knee  injury  last  year,  Cercello  has  proved 
her  strength  and  has  been  deemed  co-captain  along 
with  Stacy  Yates. 

Cercello  continues  to  dominate  as  the  Lady  Wolves 
are  reaching  regionals. 


lead  before  taking  them  out.  He  let  them 
decide  whether  or  not  to  send  in  a re- 
lief pitcher.  Of  course,  each  pitcher 
chose  to  try  to  be  the  hero  and  failed 
miserably. 

As  our  offense  struggled.  Baker 
waited  months.  Finally  the  washed-up 
bum,  Sosa,  stepped  forward  and  asked 
to  be  knocked  down  a hitter  or  two.  It 
was  too  little  too  late. 

We  need  a manager  who  does 
more  during  games  than  simply  sitting 
in  the  dugout  eating  fruit  and  picking 
his  teeth.  A manager  who  can  prevent 
scurvy  and  gingivitis  after  the  game. 
Someone  responsible  for  his  team  while 
in  uniform. 

As  St.  Louis  Manager  Tony  La 
Russa  said  after  Friday  night’s  loss,  “If 
the  club  wasn’t  ready  or  wasn’t  pre- 
pared to  play,  then  I take  the  responsi- 
bility.” 

But  a responsible  human  being 
can  be  hard  to  find  at  times.  Times  like 
these  we  look  for  something  more  along 
the  lines  of  divine  intervention. 

Good  thing  baseball  is  known  to 
be  a game  full  of  coincidences. 

Nothing  proves  this  more  than 
Philadelphia's  release  of 2001  Manager 
of  the  Year  Larry  Bowa. 

Bowa  is  well-known  for  being  a 


team  player  - whatever  it  takes.  Many 
of  the  cocky  hot-shots  of  past  Philly 
teams  have  resented  Bowa  because  of 
the  manager’s  high  expectations.  One 
of  these  such  cocky  hot-shots  is  Car- 
dinal Scott  Rolen,  who  is  hopefully 
currently  realizing  Bowa’s  genius  as  he 
recollects  his  selfish  role  in  his  team’s 
unprepared  for  ass-whooping  last 
week. 

Between  managing  and  playing 
for  the  Phillies,  Bowa  briefly  played  for 
the  Cubbies,  helping  them  into  the 
NLCS  in  1984.  Four  years  prior  to  that, 
in  1980,  Bowa  helped  bring  the  Phila- 
delphia Phillies  to  their  first  World  Se- 
ries victory  in  the  team's  history.  Until 
then,  the  team  had  gone  an  astonish- 
ing 97  years  without  taking  it  all  home. 

If  that  number  97  sounds  familiar, 
it  should.  After  a disappointing  loss 
this  season,  the  Cubs  have  now  had 
97  years  of  drought  since  that  memo- 
rable series  of  1 908.  If  we  really  want  to 
win  it  this  year,  I suggest  looking  for 
help  from  one  of  those  Phillies  of  1980. 
Coincidentally.  I think  one  is  looking 
for  a job. 

Will  the  Friendly  Confines  of  the 
North  side  open  their  arms  once  again 
to  the  man  exiled  from  the  City  of  Broth- 
erly Love? 


Men’s  football  drops 
season  finale  to  Harper 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  men’s  football  team.finished 
their  season  on  Sat.,  Oct.  30  with  a 19- 
14  home  loss  to  Harper.  The  loss 
dropped  their  record  to  5-5  overall  and 
4-4  in  the  conference. 

Larry  Turner  and  Richard 
Armstrong  each  scored  a touchdown, 
but  it  wasn’t  enough  offense  for  the 
Wolves.  Turner  rushed  for  190  yards 
on  24  carries,  while  Armstrong  com- 
pleted 15  out  of  20  passes  and  rushed 
for  66  yards  on  10  attempts. 

Defensively,  Shaun  Richardson 
and  Richard  Oliver  recorded  a sack, 
while  Anthony  Brown  had  an  intercep- 

The  Wolves  recently  fell  to  Grand 
Rapids  Community  College  on  Oct.  23. 
The  game  resulted  with  a final  score  of 
27-14. 

Sophomore  quarterback, 
Armstrong,  replaced  starting  freshman 
quarterback,  Dustin  Powell,  due  to  a 
broken  collar  bone  which  Powell  ac- 
quired during  the  Air  Force  game. 

Armstrong,  who  played  for  Grand 
Rapids  in  2001,  kept  great  composure 
on  the  field  to  try  and  give  the  Wolves 
a scoring  opportunity. 

Leading  the  way  for  the  Wolves 
was  Turner,  who  scored  2 touchdowns 
with  80  total  yards  on  16  rushing  at- 
tempts. Brown  recorded  a 41  yard  in- 
terception. The  momentum  was  there; 
however,  the  Wolves  did  not  execute 
in  the  final  quarter  to  win  the  game. 

The  Wolves  defensively  needed 
to  execute  in  the  early  portion  of  the 
game  to  let  the  offense  have  time  to 
score.  Brown,  Oliver  and  Brett  Farmer 
have  all  been  key  players  in  the  defen- 
sive success  throughout  the  entire  sea- 

The  defense  may  not  have 
stopped  Grand  Rapids,  but  they  anni- 
hilated Air  Force  Academy’s  Falcon. 


Running  back  Larry  Turner 


The  Falcons  had  no  chance  against 
JJC’s  defense  to  score  points. 

The  Falcons  gained  momentum  in 
the  first  minute  of  the  game  when  Larry 
Turner  fumbled  the  football  and  ended 
up  by  the  JJC  7 yard  line.  However,  the 
Wolves  defense  gained  enough  mo- 
mentum to  stop  the  Falcons  from  scor- 
ing a touchdown.  The  only  points  that 
the  Falcon’s  could  put  on  the  board 
were  from  a field  goal. 

Turner  turned  the  game  around 
when  he  answered  the  field  goal  with  a 
73  yard  touchdown.  Turner  finished  the 
defeat  with  142  yards  on  33  carries.  The 
wolves  went  on  to  win  by  a score  of 
13-3.  Turner  leads  the  N4C  conference 
with  893  yards  and  9 touchdowns. 

Brown  and  Dante  Robinson  both 
had  interceptions,  along  with  declin- 
ing every  chance  the  Falcons  had  to 
gain  yardage. 

The  Wolves  finished  their  season 
going  against  tough  conference  teams. 
For  more  information  on  post  game 
stats  log  onto  the  JJC  web  page  at 
www.jjc.edu/athletics. 
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Professors 
from  abroad 
visit  campus 

By  Stephanie  Lyman 

JJC  had  two  visiting  professors 
from  abroad  last  month  as  part  of  the 
faculty/administrator  short-term  ex- 
change program.  Juhani  Makinen,  from 
Finland,  and  Koos  Van  Houten,  from 
the  Netherlands,  stayed  with  members 
of  the  JJC  faculty  for  the  two-week  ex- 
change. 

The  two  men  arrived  Saturday, 
Oct.  16,  and  departed  Saturday,  Oct. 
30.  During  their  stay  they  participated 
in  a number  of  activities,  from  adminis- 
trators' meetings  and  college  recep- 
tions, to  visits  to  classrooms  and  to 
Chicago. 

“This  isn't  a vacation,”  said  Inter- 
national Education  Coordinator  and 
Foreign  Language  Professor  Berta 
Arias.  “Guests  have  a full  itinerary  and 
are  kept  very  busy.” 

The  visitors  are  paired  up  with 
people  from  the  faculty  that  have  simi- 
lar job  responsibilities.  This  allows 
them  to  interact  with  eachother  on  the 
same  level.  Makinen,  an  arbor 
culturalist,  was  paired  with  Dr.  Jim 
Ethridge,  chairman  and  professor  in  the 
agricultural  and  horticultural  sciences 
department,  and  Van  Houten,  dean  of 
international  communication,  with  Brad 
Wooten,  associate  dean  of  JJC’s  north 
campus  and  community  services. 

The  Illinois  Consortium  for  Inter- 
national Studies  and  Programs  runs  the 
short-term  exchange  program.  It  was 
brainstormed  16  years  ago  by  about 
eight  to  ten  junior  college  faculty  mem- 
bers as  a means  to  internationalize  the 
schools,  and  is  now  widespread  to  50 
junior  colleges  and  small  universities 
across  Illinois. 

"It  is  a way  to  bring  world  perspec- 
tive to  the  college,  and  expand  your 
horizons  beyond  Joliet,”  said  Arias. 
“This  exchange  gives  the  teacher  the 
chance  to  incorporate  international 
See  Professors  page  11 
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JJC  hosts 
Fifth  Annual 
Web  Site 
Competition 

By  Jim  Allocco 

CIOS  department  holds  5lh  Annual 
Web  Site  Design  Competition 

It  began  as  a little-known  event 
Five  years  ago,  with  only  15  students 
participating.  Last  year  there  were  al- 
most 100  participants,  and  this  year 
they  are  expecting  even  more. 

The  event  is  the  Annual  Web  Site 
Design  Competition,  hosted  by  the  JJC 
Computer  Information  and  Office  Sys- 
tems Department. 

The  competitors  come  from  JJC 
and  also  many  local  high  schools  that 
feed  into  JJC. 

"The  high  school  students  arc 
actually  the  main  focus,"  said  Shelly 
La  Fevers,  who  coordinates  the  com- 
petition. "Our  goal  is  to  get  every  high 
school  in  the  area  to  participate." 

This  year  they're  trying  to  get  more 
colleges  to  participate  as  well.  They’ve 
so  far  opened  up  the  competition  to 
the  College  of  Saint  Francis,  DeVry 
University,  Lewis  University  and  Gov- 
ernors State  University. 

"It’s  a good  way  for  college  stu- 
dents to  build  their  portfolios,"  said  La 
Fevers. 

“A  couple  of  our  winners  from  last 
year  were  offered  internship s from 
some  of  our  corporate  sponsors." 

Last  year’s  competition  had  15 
corporate  sponsors  including  the 
World  Organization  of  Webmasters 
and  Best  Buy,  which  donated  $500  in 
merchandise. 

See  CIOS  on  page  1 1 

Campus  remembers  student,  Russell  Walgora 

By  Andrew  Hrubec 

JJC  student  Russell  Walgora  will 
be  missed  by  all  those  who  knew  him 
following  his  sudden  and  untimely 
death  early  this  month. 

On  Nov.  1, 2004,  Walgora  passed 
away  after  collapsing  in  a JJC  fine  arts 
lab.  The  incident  occurred  at  approxi- 
mately 10  a.m.  on  the  main  campus.  A 
witness  described  Walgora  as  having 
no  signs  of  discomfort  prior  to  his  col- 
lapse. 

JJC  campus  police  rushed  to  the 
scene,  but  were  unable  to  revive 
Walgora  by  after  applying  CPR. 

Walgora  was  immediately  taken  to  St. 

Joseph's  Hospital  where  he  was  pro- 
nounced dead. 

According  to  Melvin  Cornelius, 
commander  of  the  JJC  Police  Depart- 
ment, no  foul  play  or  injury  was  in- 
volved in  the  death. 

Walgora.  20,  has  been  a JJC  stu- 
dent since  the  fall  2003  semester.  His 
love  and  passion  for  art  was  well- 
known,  and  some  of  it  was  even  dis- 
played in  the  Blazer  as  Walgora  sub- 
mitted various  comic  strips  for  the 
newspaper. 

His  mother.  Diane  Walgora,  said 
that  she  and  her  husband  were  touched 
by  the  response  of  the  college  commu- 
nity to  her  son’s  death. 

She  laughed  when  she  talked 
about  her  son  Russell's  sense  of  hu- 

"He  was  kinda  funny  and  a little 
bit  sarcastic,"  she  said. 

She  also  said  he  loved  art. 

"He  loved  drawing  and  doing 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Walgora  family 

Russell  Walgora,  bom  Aug.  11,  1984,  at  rest  Nov.  1,  2004. 


With  sincere  appreciation  to: 
J.D.  Ross,  President,  trustees, 
administrators,  staff,  students 
and  friends  of  Joliet  Junior 
College.  The  family  of  Russell 
Walgora  would  like  to  thank 
you  for  all  your  kindness  and 
for  the  beautiful  flowers  that 
express  your  sympathy  in  our 
recent  loss. 

We  deeply  appreciate  your 
kindness. 

In  Russell’s  Memory, 

Sincerely, 

Larry  and  Diane  Walgora 


comic  strips,”  she  added.  “He  was  very 
talented  at  what  he  did.” 

Dave  Allard  was  a friend  of 
Walgora's  since  fifth-grade,  which  was 
nearly  eight  years  ago.  They  lived  near 
one  another  and  carpooled  to  school 
together. 

“He  was  the  nicest  person  any- 
one could  have  ever  met."  Allard  said. 
“He's  a big  guy.  but  would  never  hurt 

any." 

Steve  Sherrell,  assistant  professor 
of  visual  arts  at  JJC,  knew  Walgora  as 
a student  and  as  a fine  human  being. 

“Russell  was  a big.  nice,  gentle 
person  who  always  was  friendly  and 
polite.  I was  looking  forward  to  getting 
to  know  him  better  as  time  progressed," 
Sherrell  said. 

"I  saw  potential  in  his  artwork  and 
looked  forward  to  helping  him  bring  out 


his  talent.  He  had  many  friends  in  the 
department  and  he  spent  a consider- 
able amount  of  time  working  in  the 
painting  room,  so  we  crossed  paths 


often.  He  will  be  missed.  Gentle  people 
like  Russell  are  hard  to  come  by." 
Blazer  adviser  Bob  Marcink  also 
See  Walgora  page  5 


Obama  rocks  Rialto 


Photo  courtesy  of  Colleen  Harvey 


On  Oct.  8,  Barack  Obama  came  to  Joliet's  Rialto  Theatre  confident  and  energetic.  With  polls  showing 
him  far  ahead  of  his  competitor,  he  spent  less  time  explaining  himself  and  more  time  pushing  our  district’s 
other  Democrats  and  the  ideology  of  the  Democratic  Party.  Blazer  Photo  Editor  Colleen  Harvey  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  with  the  young  political  star  before  the  rally  at  the  Rialto  and  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  by  uniting  for  a quick  photo. 
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Arafat  escapes  hell  on  earth 

This  Veterans’  Day  saw  the  passing  of  Yasser  Arafat,  a vet- 
eran of  the  Egyptian  Army  and  self-made  symbol  of  the  Palestin- 
ian state. 

Whatever  killed  the  75-year-old,  lifelong  fighter  was  kept  con- 
fidential, but  reports  indicated  that  Arafat  suffered  a stroke  days 
before  his  death. 

The  Palestinian  leader  has  recently  been  viewed  by  the  West 
as  a barricade  in  the  way  of  Middle  East  peace,  but  most  Pales- 
tinians saw  him  as  just  the  opposite. 

In  1 994,  Arafat  and  the  Israeli  prime  minister  and  foreign  min- 
ister were  awarded  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  their  efforts  in  at- 
tempting to  reach  a peaceful  agreement. 

It’s  easy  to  forget  achievements  made  when  our  own  leaders 
and  media  are  constantly  trying  to  find  reasons  for  us  to  hate 
people.  Proof  of  this  comes  from  the  Blazer’s  retired  editor,  Brian 
Delaney. 

“We’re  better  off  without  him.  As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  he 
was  a terrorist,”  said  Delaney. 

Being  citizens  of  a country  that  strictly  promotes  popular  sov- 
ereignty, we  at  the  Blazer  do  not  see  how  a nation  denying  citi- 
zens the  independence  they  seek  has  become  acceptable  in  the 
minds  of  the  American  public.  Arafat  was  a hero  to  Palestinians 
seeking  an  independent  state,  but  most  ignorant  Americans  are 
quick  to  compare  him  to  Osama  Bin  Laden. 

Arafat’s  terrorist  tactics  have  been  best  explained  by  his  own 
rationale: 

“As  long  as  the  world  saw  Palestinians  as  no  more  than  refu- 
gees standing  in  line  for  U.N.  rations,  it  was  not  likely  to  respect 
them.  Now  that  the  Palestinians  carry  rifles  the  situation  has 
changed,"  Arafat  once  declared  in  an  influential  speech. 

In  his  older  days,  Arafat  may  have  become  more  stubborn 
and  less  cooperative,  but  Palestinians  are  not  the  only  people 
with  uii  arrogant,  obstinate  leader. 

While  it  has  recently  been  popular  to  stand  behind  a leader 
with  a go-at-it-alone  mentality,  as  the  world  becomes  more  inter- 
dependent, we  can  only  hope  that  Yasser  Arafat  will  be  replaced 
with  an  even  more  diplomatic  figure  than  he  was.  We  can  only 
hope  that  the  entire  world  becomes  more  diplomatic  and  gives  up 
this  war  hungry,  isolationist  mind-set. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Columnist  responds  to  Nov.  3 letter 


Dear  Mr.  Charles, 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  in  the 
last  issue  of  the  Blazer.  I appreciate  your 
comments  and  criticism  on  the  matter. 

I understand  that  all  Americans 
have  very  deeply  held  opinions  con- 
cerning political,  economic,  and  social 
issues.  That  is  precisely  why  we  are 
called  a ‘democracy.'  If  we  don’t  stay 
true  to  our  beliefs  and  values  and  don't 
exercise  our  right  to  free  speech  via 
open  discussion  and  debate,  we  would 
be  no  better  than  the  Fascist  dictator- 
ships of  a by-gone  era.  I completely 
respect  your  views  because  you,  like 
myself,  are  an  American.  1 can  only  hope 
that  you  respect  my  views  in  return,  as 
well  as  any  American  that  differs  from 
you  in  political  ideology. 

In  regards  to  the  comments  in  your 
letter,  I must  remind  you  that  my  com- 
mentary was  an  'opinion'  column.  Take 
a look  at  the  top  of  page  2 in  the  recent 
issue  of  the  Blazer.  In  addition,  any- 
thing that  appears  in  quotation  marks 
was  taken  from  another  source.  Your 


further  comments  on  ‘sound  bytes'  and 
'chat  rooms’  were  a little  distorted.  Prior 
to  the  column,  1 watched  the  live  cov- 
erage of  the  first  presidential  debate 
and  included  certain  quotes  from  each 
candidate  in  the  commentary.  How  can 
you  assume  that  I went  online  and  took 
them  from  opinionated  sources?  I do, 
however,  thank  you  for  your  recom- 
mendation on  visiting  factcheck.com. 
Indeed,  it  is  a very  interesting  website 
(I  have  been  on  it  many  times),  but 
there  are  also  many  articles  and  com- 
ments about  the  facts  that  Bush  got 
wrong,  not  just  Kerry. 

You  did  not  reveal  your  age  in 
your  letter,  but  I can  only  assume  that 
you  are  a young  person  like  myself. 
The  question  I propose  to  you,  Mr. 
Charles,  is  how  can  you  and  I come 
together  as  young  Americans,  as  well 
as  all  young  people  in  this  nation?  How 
can  young  people  take  charge  and  re- 
alize that  this  country  belongs  to  us, 
not  just  to  the  elder  politicians  in  Wash- 
ington? 


I am  a young  liberal  who  sup- 
ported John  Kerry  for  the  presi- 
dency. My  candidate  lost  the  elec- 
tion, Mr.  Charles,  and  yours  won.  I 
congratulate  Bush  on  his  well- 
fought  campaign.  Now  the  election 
is  over,  and  Americans  need  to  come 
together  now  more  than  ever  for  the 
sake  of  the  American  ‘idea.’  The 
‘idea’  of  equality,  the  ‘idea’  of  re- 
spect, and  the  ‘idea’  of  open- 
mindedness  toward  others.  What 
good  will  it  do  if  Americans  continue 
to  argue  with  each  other?  Arguing 
is  an  outdated  mechanism;  the  fu- 
ture belongs  to  educated  debate  and 
intellectual  diplomacy. 

Mr.  Charles,  how  can  we,  as 
young  people,  turn  this  situation 
into  a positive  outlook  for  our  great 
country?  As  a liberal  and  conserva- 
tive, how  can  we  unite  in  the  name 
of  the  American  ‘idea’? 

Signed, 

Ian  Wright 
Blazer  Columnist 


Question  of  the  Issue 


In  honor  of  Thanksgiving,  if  you  were  to  be  executed  tomorrow, 
what  would  be  your  last  meal? 


UA  piece  of  pizza;  I guess 
from  Linda’s." 

-Chris  Pederson, 
Sociology 


“ Steak  and  lobster. " 

- Kathleen  Rundle, 
Political  Science 


“ Un  jamdn  y una  cen/eza!" 

- Senor  Feliz, 
Professional  Luchador 


“ Spaghetti . " 

- Don  Quilop, 
Computer  Science 


“Five  pounds  of  juicy  steak 
with  sauteed  mushrooms. " 

- Carl  Guzman, 
Engineering 


“ A whole  turtle  cheesecake." 

- Jen  Vaughn, 
Psychology 


Photos  by  Jim  Allocco,  Andrew  Hrubec 
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The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter 
and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for 
space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping 
them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 


Phone  number: 

280-2313 

E-mail:  blazermail@jjc.edu 
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c^entenniat  c^omnums/ 

QM'-casrvfiivs/  student/  living/ 


$0  Deposit  and  $0  Application  Fee 
and  as  our  special  gift  to  you 


•certain  restrictions  apply, 
see  our  housing  office  for 
complete  details  regard- 
ing this  offer. 


v\o\'daNS 


visit  us  at  1524  Centennial  Drive  or  for  more  information  call  815-730-1020 


^TEXTBOOKS  815.773.1800 


1106  Houbolt  Road  • Joliet  • Across  the  street  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 


Getting  more  for  your  used  books  at  Joliet  Textbooks  is  a feeling  everyone  loves. 
That's  why  we  buy  books  back  every  business  day.  All  colleges.  All  universities. 

So  don't  even  think  of  selling  your  books  anywhere  else  until  you  check  out 
what  they're  worth  at  Joliet  Textbooks  first  Then. . .get  ready  to  feel  the  love 


You're  acting  giddy.  There's  butterflies  in  your  stomach. 

A warm,  tingling  sensation  is  floating  through  your  body.  1T 
Is  it  lova  or  is  it  because  you  just  discovered  how  much  cash 
Joliet  Textbooks  will  give  you  for  your  used  books? 


Whether  you're  buying  or  selling  books,  see  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 
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Entertainment 

A winter  jazz  concert  will  be- 
performed  Friday,  Dec.  3 as  a 
joint  performance  by  JJC’s  jazz 
band  and  Reed  Custer  High 
School’s  Jazz  Combo  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theatre. 

JJC’s  Chamber  Singers  will 
present  their  2004  "Madri- 
Gala”.  something  olde,  some- 
thing new,  in  the  main  dining  hall 
Friday,  Dec.  10  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  Fine  Arts  music  student's 
will  present  their  recital  Wednes- 
day Nov.  24  at  1 1 :00  a.m.  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

There  will  be  a Christmas 
Parade  at  5:30  p.m.  Nov.  26  in 


downtown  Joliet. 

Women  in 
Technology 

An  open  house  for  female  stu- 
dents by  the  Star/Technical  will 
take  place  Friday,  Nov.  1 9 in  room 
T-1039.  Contact  Dena  Chess  at 
extension  2803  for  more  informa- 
tion. 

Art 

The  Fine  Arts  department  and 
area  high  school  students  will  be 
holding  a gallery  exhibit  Nov.  1 5- 
24  and  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  10  from 
8:00  a.m.  to  8:00p.m.  in  the  Laura 
A.  Sprague  Gallery.  Contact  Joe 
Milosevic  at  extension  2423. 


The  2004  JJC  area  high 
school  student  art  exhibit  awards 
ceremony  and  open  house  will  be 
held  Dec.  2 at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theatre. 

Sprite  Club 

The  Sprite  Club  will  host  an 
event  filled  with  fun,  games,  food 
and  Santa  on  Dec.  1 1 from  1 1 am- 
4pm  located  on  the  bridge.  The 
purpose  of  this  event  is  to  provide 
student-parents  the  opportunity  for 
quality  study-time  while  their  chil- 
dren are  entertained.  There  will  be 
rolisserie  hotdogs,  chips  and  lem- 
onade. Pictures  of  Santa  will  be 
taken  as  well.  Tickets  are  $ 15  for 
Club  members,  $20  for  JJC  stu- 
dents and  $25  for  faculty,  staff  and 


community.  Tickets  can  be  pur- 
chased from  Marge  Demulc  in  D- 
1 0 1 0,  or  from  Bev  Cavanaugh  in 
the  Early  Childhood  Center.  Only 
50  tickets  are  available,  so  don’t 
delay. 

International 
Thanksgiving  party 

On  Saturday,  Nov.  20  at 
noon,  the  JJC  International  Stu- 
dents Club  together  with  Sigma 
Delta  Mu,  Intervarsity  Christian 
Fellowship,  and  the  Office  of  Mi- 
nority Student  Affairs  will  be  host- 
ing an  International  Thanksgiving 
party  at  the  JJC  Centennial  Com- 
mons Clubhouse. 

The  Thanksgiving  party  is 


geared  towards  JJC’s  interna- 
tional students,  however  ev- 
eryone is  welcome. 

The  event  will  be  a great 
opportunity  for  everyone  to 
taste  the  different  foods  from 
other  cultures/countries  and 
also  enjoy  the  company  of  fel- 
low JJC  students.  It  will  be 
great  if  international  students 
could  bring  a dish  from  their 
native  country  and  share  it  to 
everybody. 

The  International  Thanks- 
giving Party  is  free  and  open 
to  anyone  who  wants  to 
come! 

Contact  (8 15)  603-7880 
with  any  questions. 


Culinary  art  students 
indulge  in  fine  foods,  wine 


By  Belli  Carrington 

What  could  sound  better  than  an 
evening  full  of  fine  foods  and  elegant 
wines? 

It's  that  time  of  year  again  when 
the  Culinary  Arts  and  Hospitality  stu- 
dents host  their  fourth  annual  Epicu- 
rean Festival  of  Food  and  Wine. 

The  festival  will  be  held  from  6- 
10  p.m.  on  Nov.  19  in  the  cafeteria, 
vrt\\cY\  vjVW  be  decorated  in  an  Otym- 

is  planned  to  host  300-400  guests. 

There  arc  many  different  ethnic 
foods  that  arc  planned  to  be  served 
ranging  from  Spanish,  French,  Greek, 
European  and  more.  It  is  planned  to 
be  “one  big  grazing  feast,"  says  Chef 
Michael  McGrcal. 


There  will  also  be  12  different 
wines  available  for  sampling.  The 
wines  are  from  an  Illinois  winery 
called  Fox  Valley  Winery.  They  will 
be  sponsoring  the  evening  and  do- 
nating money  towards  scholarships. 

Anyone  interested  in  attending 
the  festival  can  purchase  tickets  by 
calling  (815)  280-2255.  The  cost  is  $50. 
However,  $40  is  tax  deductible. 

This  is  one  of  ihc  only  opportu- 
niiics  pcopU  will  have  I o enjoy  Ihc 
Culinary  Arts  and  Hospitality  stu- 
dents’ talented  cooking  skills  until 
April  of  2005. 

Everyone  should  try  and  come 
out  because,  "it  is  a beautiful  event 
that  lets  students  make  good  food 
for  the  public,"  says  Mcgreal. 


Eastern  Illinois  University 


Aurora  University 


Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  programs. 

Earn  or  complete  your 
bachelor's  degree. 

1 lump  Mart  your  career  with 
day  ot  evening  classes, 

1 Apply  online  lapplkation  fee 
warved)  at  wwv  aurora.edu. 

1 Learn  about  our 
competitive  scholarships. 


Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 


Aurora 
University 


Transfer  to  Eastern... 


Eastern  is  sericus  about  cut  cormiilmeni  1o  Irarsfer  siirJmls  - ycu  miuve  ip  35  peroerl  ■:< 
cu  skwerrt  popUaUen!  So  you  qwus  the  next  ccupte  ot  years  and  we!  g w you  a me.  Write 
yoi/re  fee.  you'll  get  an.  oaucalko  Iran  a laurJIy  who  lAV/s  Her  pari  ot  I he  cwTirrt.-r.enl  very 
Pits,  you  !>ai  tis  and  ebbs  and  an  irziedO * start  cu  your  eucc*=su  sjtue 

eastern  offers 

• a wsaje  dess  sue  of  22  students 

• 1U  frxsirsros  o'  fee  linos  A/tfeOalko  htmtue  end  we  Assocese  in  Arts,  Ar-socete  In ' 
Pne  /vis.  Associate  in  Sdenos,  and  AssoMJe  In  Sdenws  and  /vis  de^jees 

• ccuress  taugnt  oy  racory  conrrrtied  to  sludeo:  success 

• cos  ol  tt>?  best  «fec*ifens  ereend  - ere  d Atom's  Beri  Gchsges  as  tsf»rt«d  lc»  the 
f worth  strnghl  yoar  by  U S f'fev/s  end  IVa'fcf  Ftrfx&i. 

Because  transfer  students  are  EIU  too! 

lb  loom  rtra-p  about  why  Eastern  Uriels  urAwraity  is  fhr  perfect  clnr.o  Id  ocrthim 
ycu'  Micattoft  cel  our  Trans'*.  RstafiHrs  Cflfce  today  a-'  1-800-252-5711  . • 
vKrt  us  -<i  ths  web  si  wwvv^lu.«du/-tT9iwfar.  V xiU  te  glad  ,cu  did 


EjOTERJ-I  mu. 


MORE 


choices  control  options 

Never  started  or  finished  your  bachelor's  degree?  At  the  time,  perhaps  some  things  came 
up.  other  roads  were  taken,  different  choices  were  made.  Whatever  the  reason,  you  now 
wonder.  “Can  I learn  more,  earn  more,  get  more  out  of  my  career?  Isn't  there  more?” 

getMORE 

Yes,  there  is  more.,. at  National-Louis  University.  Our  accelerated  degree  completion  programs 
let  you  complete  your  bachelor's  degree  in  as  little  as  12  months.  That  means  more  time  spent 
on  your  life  and  in  your  career,  less  in  school.  A bachelor's  degree  can  be  the  ticket  to 
mare... more  control,  more  opportunity,  more  reward,  more  success  and  more  fulfillment. 

At  NLU,  you  have  more... more  programs  1o  choose  from,  more  locations  to  attend,  mere  courses  to 
o enroll  in,  more  value  for  your  money,  a more  personal  experience  in  smaller  classes... more  of 
everything  that  makes  getting  your  bachelor's  degree  smarter  and  taster. 

Four  exciting  accelerated  programs  to  choose  from: 

* Applied  Behavioral  Sciences  * Management  (also  available  online) 

* Health  Care  Leadership  * Management  Information  Systems  (also  available  online) 

Classes  are  forming  NOW!  Call  1.808.NLU.T0DAY  or  visit  www.nl.edu/moreoptions 
Chicago  * Elgin  * Evanston  • Wheaton  * Wheeling  * Online 


N a t i o n al- Lo  u is JU n i v e rsi t y 
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had  kind  words  for  Walgora. 

“Russell  was  a good  student,  a 
really  nice  guy  and  he  really  loved 
his  art,”  said  Marcink,  a teacher  in 
the  English  and  Foreign  Languages 
Department. 

Marcink  taught  Walgora  in  a film 
class  and  also  knew  him  from  his  work 
on  the  newspaper. 

Brian  Delaney,  former  editor  of 
the  Blazer,  also  knew  him  from  his 
work  with  the  newspaper. 

“I  was  always  impressed  with 
Russell’s  ambition  about  running  a 
cartoon  strip  in  the  Blazer.  I will  al- 
ways remember  him  as  a dedicated 
artist,”  Delaney  said. 

It  is  with  heavy  hearts  that  the 
Blazer  staff  would  like  to  extend  our 
deepest  sympathies  to  Russell’s  fam- 
ily and  friends. 


Commemorating  Russell’s  art  work 
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Psychological-horror  flick,  Saw,  is  a 

r „i ......  ...I....-,,  iKw>  r<»ct  nf  ihp  stnrvlii 


By  Ryan  Gust 

Waking  up  and  not  knowing  where 
you  are  can  be  the  scariest  thing  that 
anyone  can  encounter.  In  your  head 
you  have  unclear  thoughts  that  invade 
your  common  sense,  and  guilt  that  con- 
quers your  rationale. 

i in  i.  ii. > <"> 

(l.cigh  Whanncll)  He  awakens  in ..  way  X' 

in  ii-'iuiii*  Dnk^L  *v  / nBk 

thud  person  perspev.  live. 

I fl  W.  ^ ~ jjafiB 

h * * 4 

whai,  where,  why  and  Imw.  The  voice  I 

■ jKtfL  ^"n»3Sk'SSL  n 

"ii  and  it  <*•«-  " 

that  both  men  were  in  grave  danger  aid  | | 

were  in  the  same  disposition.  Dr.  "ffL  “ _ . 

Lawrence  Gordon  (Ctay  Hlwes)  was  the  Photo  courtesy  of  L.ons  Gate  Films 

second  of  the  two  men  trapped  inside  Chained  to  a tub,  Adam  struggles  to  figure  out  the  murderers  game  of 
a very  desolate  bathroom,  chained  to  ///e  and  death. 
pipes  on  opposite  sides  of  the  room. 

Not  knowing  someone  on  the  op 
posite  side  of  a small  dismal  roon 
would  lead  me  to  many,  many  ques 


is.  such  as  “ Who  are  you!?”,  "Why  both  were  in  danger,  the  two 


am  1 chained  to  a pipe?"  or  “Was  Alice  consensus  that  they  needed  to  work 
really  a live-in  maid  for  the  Bradys?”  together  to  figure  out  who  were  their 
As  soon  as  they  found  out  that  captors  and  why  were  they  after  them. 

— This  very  confining  setting  is  the 


place  where  the  rest  of  the  storyline 
unfolds.  Many  clues  are  brought  to 
the  attention  of  both  parties  by  what 
seems  to  be  a very  ubiquitous  killer  on 
the  loose.  Flashback  is  an  essential 
tool  in  the  film. 

The  background  information  was 
set  forth  by  memory  of  Gordon.  Gor- 
don was  a suspect  in  the  murder  of 
numerous  people  that  seemed  to  have 
killed  themselves.  It  was  a sort  of  an 
open-shut  case  of  euthanasia.  But  this 
killer  is  the  kind  that  doesn’t  do  the 
killing  himself:  he  has  his  victims  kill 
themselves  as  a way  to  get  out  of  mind 
games  that  this  he  lays  out. 

The  self-proclaimed  "Jigsaw 
Killer”  is  being  heavily  investigated  by 
Detective  Tapp  (Danny  Glover).  Gor- 
don was  acquitted  of  the  charges  and 
the  killer  is  on  the  loose  again.  His  tar- 
get this  time  was  on  the  forced  kinship 
of  Gordon  and  Adam.  An  ultimatum  is 
set,  and  if  Gordon  doesn't  kill  Adam, 
he  will  lose  his  family.  All  that  Gordon 
has  is  limited  useless  tools  and  many 


page  6 


must-see 

hazy  clues  to  lead  to  ultimate  vic- 
tory. 

It  appears  that  after  such  a lapse 
of  events,  adversity  of  morals  ver- 
sus survival  played  a big  role.  There 
was  a downward  spiral  of  mistrust 
between  the  two  characters. 

The  ending  is  one  that  does  not 
follow  the  same  formula  as  any  hor- 
ror flick.  It  is  one  that  will  have  you 
walk  out  the  theater  in  anger,  much 
like  1 did.  This  film  has  a larger 
effect  then  merely  "tugging”  your 
emotional  chords.  This  film  more  or 
less  pulls  you  in  the  depths  of  what 
you  thought  you  knew  and  releases 
you  into  a pit  of  the  impossible. 

The  fast  pace  cinematography 
and  camera  tactics  alone  set  a way 
into  your  conscience  and  strike  fears 
into  you,  making  you  wonder  what 
is  to  come  of  our  constrained  com- 
rades. 

When  seeing  the  ending  of  this 
film  you  will  then...  and  only  then 
know  why  they  call  the  movie  SAW. 


South  Park  creators’  Team  America  disappoints,  but  still  funny 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Leave  it  to  the  creators  of  “South 
Park"  to  give  the  world  a politically- 
driven  movie  that  still  slays  within  their 
boundaries  of  gross,  raunchy,  filthy 
and  perverse  comedy.  And  those 
boundaries  seem  endless  to  them — 
until  they  say  “Hello!"  to  the  MPAA. 

Trey  Parker  and  Matt  Stone  cre- 
ated, wrote  and  voiced  Team  America, 
a marionette-acted  film  in  which  the 
world  is  protected  by  a band  of  super 
soldiers,  of  sorts,  each  trained  and  ex- 
perts in  their  particular  field  of  knowl- 
edge. When  there  is  a problem  some- 
where in  the  world — mostly  terrorism — 
they  intervene,  even  at  the  expense  of 
world  monuments.  However,  when 
they  lose  one  of  their  own,  who  coinci- 


dentally has  just  professed  his  love  to 
another  member  of  the  group,  Lisa,  they 
have  no  lime  to  mourn  as  terrorists  are 
secretly  being  supplied  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  by  ruthless  dictator 
Kim  Jong  II. 

To  infiltrate  the  terrorist  group, 
Team  America’s  "boss,”  Mr. 
Spottswoode,  employs  an  upcoming 
Broadway  star  named  Gary  to  act  as  a 
terrorist  and  find  out  what  is  going  on. 

Unfortunately,  Gary  discovers 
that  the  terrorists' — and  Kim  Jong 
IPs — plan  of  world  destruction  has  al- 
ready begun  to  unfold. 

Together,  Team  America  comes  to 
save  the  day  at  Kim  Jong  IPs  world 
peace  conference  that  is  being  attended 
by  the  Film  Actors'  Guild  members,  who 


include  Alec  Baldwin,  Susan  Sarandon, 
Sean  Penn,  Tim  Robbins,  George 
Clooney  and  a Matt  Damon  doll  who 
can  only  say  him  name.  In  order  to  stop 
them.  Team  America  must  plow  through 
the  actors  to  save  the  day. 

Team  America  does  incite  consis- 
tent laughter  throughout  the  course  of 
the  film.  However,  more  full-bellied, 
side-splitting  laughs  would  be  expected 
from  a film  of  this  magnitude.  That  is 

not  to  say,  though,  that  the  film  is  not 
good;  it  is  good,  just  not  great. 

The  film  does  make  a fairly  strong 
political  statement  about  how  our 
country  sticks  its  nose  into  the  busi- 
ness around  the  world.  And,  similarly 
to  South  Park:  Bigger,  Longer  & Un- 
cut, Trey  Parker  and  Matt  Stone  give 
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us  plenty  of  smart,  funny  songs.  Of 
particular  note  is  Kim  Jong  IPs  “I'm 
Ronerly,”  with  stereotypical  Asian  pro- 
nunciation of  English  words  (and  not 
just  in  the  song  but  throughout  the  en- 
tire movie). 

Additionally,  the  film  is  filled  with 
funny,  memorable  lines,  especially 
Sean  Penn  on  Iraq,  pre-U.S.  invasion; 
Gary  on  comparing  people  to,  um, 
anatomy;  and  pretty  much  everything 
Kim  Jong  n says  (personal  favorite  is  It 
saying  something  about  seeing  Alec 
Baldwin  and  seeing  the  evil  of  the 
world).  Though  not  as  funny  as  ex- 
pected, Team  America  does  provide 
plenty  of  laughs — and  political  state- 
ments— to  entertain  people  who  live 
in  a screwed  up  world  like  this. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Lions  Gate 
Films 
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Depp,  cast  bring  magic  to  Neverland 


Photo  courtesy  of  Miramax  Films 


Johnny  Depp,  asJ.M.  Barrie  helps  Kate  Winslet  and  her  boys  explore 
their  imagionation  in  Finding  Neverland. 


Bv  Matt  Sheehan 

Every  year  or  so,  there  comes  a 
movie  that  is  heartfelt,  deep,  sweet 
and  magical.  A few  years  ago.  About 
Sclunidt,  starring  Jack  Nicholson,  was 
that  movie.  Last  year,  Tim  Burton's 
Big  Fisli  fit  the  bill.  For  2004,  we  have 
Finding  Neverland. 

J.M  Barrie  (Johnny  Depp)  is  a 
struggling  playwright  at  the  turn  of 
the  century.  He  struggles  with  plays 
that,  although  well-received,  are 
closed  shortly  after  they  are  opened. 
With  his  hesitant  but  always  loyal 
producer  Charles  Frohman  (Dustin 
Hoffman)  looking  for  him  to  crank  out 
a hit,  Barrie  meets  recently  widowed 
Llewelyn  Davies  (Kate  Winslet)  and 
her  four  sons.  Barrie  immediately 
grows  fond  of  the  boys,  particularly 
of  second-youngest  but  strongest-' 
willed  Peter  (Freddie  Highmore),  who 
is  struggling  still  to  cope  from  his 
father’s  death. 

Barrie  begins  to  look  after  the 
boys  as  their  father  figure,  coming  so 
close  that  Barrie's  wife  (Radha 
Mitchell)  becomes  suspicious  of  in- 
fidelity, and  Mrs.  Davies’  overbear- 
ing mother  Emma  du  Maurier  (Julie 
Christie)  sees  no  strictness  or  disci- 
pline in  Barrie’s  role  of  a boy  who 
never  grew  up.  Additionally,  it  is  dur- 
ing this  time  that  Barrie  begins  to 
write  his  next  play,  about  a boy  who 
never  grew  up  in  land  that  was  at  the 
second  star  to  the  right  and  straight 
on  until  morning:  Peter  Pan. 

Using  the  boys  as  inspiration, 
Barrie  practically  begs  Frohman  to  al- 
low the  play  to  be  made.  Frohman 
doesn’t  believe  that  a play  where  the 
actors  have  to  pretend  to  talk  to  a 
fairy — symbolized  by  a bright  light — 
and  dress  up  in  dog  and  crocodile 
outfits;  the  playhouse  is  for  sophis- 
ticated gentlemen  and  their  wives.  But 
after  must  persistence,  Barrie's  efforts 
pay  off,  with  the  play  being  a hit, 
mostly  thanks  in  part  to  an  added  el- 
ement of  youth  to  the  audience. 


Johnny  Depp,  along  with  Sean 
Penn,  is  the  bets  actor  the  world  has 
today.  Similar  to  Penn,  Depp  went  un- 
der the  wing  of  the  late,  great  Marlon 
Brando  (politics  and  all,  too)  and  trans- 
formed the  Method  school  of  acting 
into  a modem  tour  de  force  for  the  world 
of  cinema. 

In  Finding  Neverland,  there  is  ab- 
solutely no  exception  to  the  rule,  Depp 
shines  as  the  adamant  yet  sweet  J.M. 
Barrie.  Tender  and  heartfelt,  with  the 
most  accurate  of  Scottish  accents  por- 
trayed on  screen  (don’t  belive  that  fat 
Bastard  crap  from  the  second  and  third 
Austin  Powers  movies),  Johnny  Depp 
proves  what  most  already  know:  where 
is  his  Oscar? 

Much  like  his  role  of  Captain  Jack 
Sparrow  in  last  year’s  phenomenal  Pi- 
rates of  the  Caribbean  (note  the  pirate 
scene  in  Neverland — it  is  of  particular 
interest  to  those  fans  of  Pirates),  Depp 
relishes  his  role  and  has  fun  with  it; 
this  time,  though,  it  is  like  being  a kid 
again  and  having  fun  with  the  child 
actors.  Depp  gives  the  audience  a 
sense  that,  although  Peter  Pan  and  the 
Lost  Boys  of  Neverland  are  inspired 


by  (and  the  leader  named  for  one  of) 
the  Davies  boys,  it  is  Barrie  himself 
who  personifies  the  boy, who  never 
grew  up. 

However,  Depp  is  not  the  only 
bright  light  in  the  film;  Kate  Winslet 
really  outdoes  herself  as  a lonely 
widow  who  throws  the  lives  of  her 
boys  into  the  hands  of  a total  stranger, 
who  does  nothing  but  encourage  the 
use  of  one's  imagination.  Struggling  to 
raise  the  boys  right  and  suffering  from 
strong  health  concerns,  Winslet  per- 
formance is  a strong,  supporting  foun- 
dation performance  that  equals — if  not 
exceeds — that  of  Depp’s  performance. 

Much  like  About  Schmidt  and  Big 
Fish,  Finding  Neverland  is  a strong, 
heartwarming  tale  of  discovery  with  a 
final  shot  that  can  only  induce  tears 
from  the  hardest  and  coldest  of  hearts. 

Anchored  by  Johnny  Depp  and 
supported  beautifully  by  Kate  Winslet 
and  thechild  actors.  Finding 
Neverland  is  both  Oscar-worthy  and 
must-see  for  those  looking  to  feel  like 
a child  again — or  one  who  never  grew 
up. 

www.matts-movies.com 


Moore  offers  insight  into  soldiers’ 
thoughts,  feelings  in  new  book 


By  Ian  Wright 

Never  has  a conflict  been  the  ob- 
ject of  such  controversy  and  bitter  di- 
vide than  the  war  in  Iraq.  In  the  after- 
math  of  the  2004  Presidential  election, 
the  war  is  still  lingering  in  the  minds  of 
the  American  People. 

The  liberal  activist  Michael  Moore 
has  taken  a small  break  from  ‘Bush- 
Bashing’  to  present  a heart-breaking 
account  of  letters  and  e-mails  from  the 
soldiers  and  their  families  in  his  new 
book  Will  They  Ever  Trust  Us  Again  ? 
Letters  from  the  War  Zone.  The  book  is 
filled  with  page  after  page  of  letters 
from  the  American  troops  serving  in 
Iraq  that  are  speaking  out  against 
Bush's  policies  and  the  war  in  Iraq. 

Each  letter  has  a story  to  tell.  From 
families  dealing  with  the  deaths  of  their 
loved  ones  to  ordinary  soldiers  on  the 
brutal  desert  sand,  this  book  reveals 
the  attitudes  and  opinions  expressed 
by  many  of  these  brave  citizens. 

What  I got  out  of  this  book  was 
that  these  soldiers  love  their  country 
with  all  their  hearts,  but  feel  that  they 
have  been  largely  ignored  by  the  gov- 
ernment. They  love  their  country 
deeply,  and  many  enlisted  for  the  pur- 
pose to  protect  America’s  values  and 
security,  but  at  the  same  time  these  sol- 
diers felt  that  many  of  their  questions 
about  the  war  are  still  unanswered. 
Many  soldiers  feel  the  need  to  protect 
their  country,  but  disagree  with  the  in- 
vasion of  countries  to  ’occupy’  or  ‘lib- 
erate’ them;  this  attitude  is  reflected  in 
a majority  of  these  letters. 

One  passage  that  struck  me  emo- 
tionally was  the  story  of  a woman  who 
was  called  up  for  service  in  Iraq  and 
had  to  leave  her  husband  and  children. 
The  husband  writes  that  saying  good- 
bye to  his  wife  was  the  hardest  thing 
he  had  to  do,  as  well  as  listening  to  the 
children  ask  when  their  mom  was  com- 
ing home. 

Fellow  students,  regardless  of 
your  personal  views  about  Michael 
Moore,  remember  that  this  collection 


of  letters  and  e-mails  were  not 
changed  or  altered  in  any  way;  they 
appear  in  this  book  exactly  how  they 
appeared  when  Moore  first  received 
them. 

In  this  time  of  war,  it  is  a good 
idea  to  listen  to  what  the  troops  have 
to  say,  which  is  precisely  the  objec- 
tive of  this  book.  This  book  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  soldiers  and  families 
who  do  not  support  Bush's  policies 
in  Iraq.  However,  it  is  wrong  to  as- 
sume that  all  of  the  troops  arc  fer- 
vently opposed  to  Bush  because 
many  soldiers  support  their  Com- 
mander-in-Chicf,  The  troops  have 
their  right  to  opinion  just  as  we  ci- 
vilians do. 

Will  They  Ever  Trust  Us  Again  ? 
Letters  from  the  War  Zone  by 
Michael  Moore  is  an  enthralling,  but 
heart-wrenching,  book  that  compels 
readers  to  listen  to  the  American  Sol- 
dier. It  examines  their  thoughts  and 
feelings,  bringing  to  light  the  prob- 
lems, tragedies  and  struggles  they 
endure  on  a daily  basis.  If  you  buy 
this  book,  make  sure  you  check  out 
the  back  for  a full  listing  of  phone 
numbers  and  organizations  for  get- 
ting the  information  you  need  to  help 
out  the  troops! 
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Wordeater  provides  students  with  creative  writing  outlet 

. involved?  student.  Bu,.  that's  not  to  say  th 


By  Brandi  Campbell 

Hey  guys  and  gals!  Are  you  look- 
ing for  something  to  cheer  you  up  and 
enlighten  you  in  a lime  of  utter  sense- 
lessness? Would  you  like  to  explore 
chasms  of  your  mind  where  you  have 
never  ventured?  1 have  just  the  solu- 
tion for  you.  1 am  talking  about  the 
Joliet  Junior  College  creative  arts  maga- 
zine. the  Wordeater'.  The  Wordeater  is 
a showcase  from  the  JJC  literary  and 
visual  artists  displaying  all  sorts  of  fun 
bits  and  pieces  from  different  genres 
submitted  by  students  and  staff.  I sat 
down  with  JJC’s  assistant  professor  of 
English.  Stacey  Murphy,  who  is  pro- 
ducing the  Wordeater  for  her  second 
time,  to  ask  her  about  this  upcoming 
issue.  Here’s  what  she  had  to  say: 

Q:  What  arc  you  most  excited 
about  in  this  upcoming  issue? 

A : What  I 'in  most  ecstatic  about 
for  this  upcoming  issue,  and  hope  to 
continue  to  sec  happen,  is  the  inclu- 
sion of  more  visual  arts.  Because  this 
publication  is  meant  to  be  the  creative 
arts  magazine  for  JJC,  I'm  excited  to 
be  able  to  include  not  only  the  tradi- 


tional  " literary " genres,  but  also  to  more  students  involved  I 
include  photography  and  graphic  an.  more  students  submitting  st  orks  and 
This  visual  component  is  a great  way  perhaps  branch  out  to  host  a perfor- 
to  expand  the  magazine  and  showcase  mance  " of  some  of  the  pieces.  I also 

other  talents  of  JJC  stu-  — 

dents  and  staff.  I hope  U 
see  an  increase  in  the  in 
elusion  of  visual  arts. 


Q:  How  are  you 
collecting  submissions 
differently  and  more  effi- 
ciently than  was  done  in 
the  past? 

A:  I've  been  mak- 
ing efforts  to  use  tech- 
nology to  not  only  send  < 
sage  about  the  magazii 


“ What  I enjoy  most...  is  working  with 
students  and  seeing  ail  the  talent  that 
truly  exists . 

--  Stacey  Murphy, 

Wordeater  adviser 


i the 


>ut  the  mes-  would  like  to  see  an  increase 

and  solicit  variety  of  works  included.  While  I 

for  submissions,  but  to  also  collect  able  to  showcase  some  dramatic 
submissions.  In  an  age  where  technol- 
ogy is  becoming  increasingly  used,  it 

is  important  for  publications  to  take  

advantage  of  these  modes  of  future.  Personal  essays,  song  lyrics, 
delivery.  We're  trying  to  launch  an  ANY  creative  efforts  made  by  students 
Internet  presence  by  creating  web  and  staff  could  be  showcased  in  a 
pages  for  the  magazine.  While  I’m  magazine  like  this, 
averse  to  simply  putting  the  magazine 
on-line  ONLY,  I'm  excited  about  the 
additional  exposure  the  magaz 
have  as  a result  of  this  effort. 

My  real  goal,  though,  is  to  get 


'scripts"  — something  not  as  preva- 
ent  in  past  issues  — in  issue  ft 112 , I 
vould  like  to  see  more  of  this  i 


r the  Q:  How  can  students  get  more  siuuem*  — »«/*  <"*»/  ■*»»*' 

will  in  vol  ved  in  aspects  of  the  magazine  be-  outside  of  the  classroom.  Everyone  has 

■ . . i .U-l-  ... — r.n/1  ,,  nr bill  Clften  timpr  hnwpvpr 


involved? 

A:  Students  are  solicited  to  join 
the  editorial  staff  and  to  help  make 
selections  for  inclusion  in  the  maga- 
zine. These  students  can 
get  involved  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  magazine 
itself  — seeing  it  move 
from  a compilation  of 
submissions  to 

layout  design  to  editing 
to  the  final  publication 
and  printing  of  the 
magazine.  This  empow- 
ering experience 
’■  reaches  out  not  only  to 
students ' creative  genius,  but  also  to 
students’  critical,  analytical  and  busi- 
ness minds. 

Q:  Stacey,  what  motivates  you  to 
do  this?  What  do  you  like  most  about 
it? 

A:  What  I enjoy  most  about  be- 
ing involved  in  the  magazine  is  work- 
ing with  students  and  seeing  all  the 
talent  that  truly  does  exist  among  our 
students  — not  only  inside,  but  also 


sides  just  submitting  their  works,  and 
how  can  thev  benefit  from  being  more 


talent,  a skill.  Often  times,  however, 
tlmt  intent  it  not  heinp  an  "A" 


student.  But.  that's  not  to  say  then 
that  such  a person  is  not  intelligent, 
not  creative,  or  unable  to  offer  im- 
portant views  and  ideas  to 
others.  While  we  are  an  academic 
institution,  with  an  obvious  focus 
on  the  traditional  types  of  educa- 
tion. JJC  is  home  to  a variety  of  stu- 
dents with  a huge  range  of  inter- 
ests and  talents.  Personal  writing, 
literature,  poetry,  and  art  are 
powerful  modes  through  which  we 
can  express  ourselves,  our  views, 
our  values,  our  interests.  The 
Wordeater  is  an  important  publi- 
cation to  validate  this  expression 
by  showcasing  these  creative 
works.  It  was  Picasso  who  said, 
"Art  is  a lie  that  teaches  us  the 
truth. " I think  his  words  suggest  the 
true  power  and  importance  of  ar- 
tistic expression. 

That  concluded  my  interview 
with  Stacey  Murphy.  While  there  is 
a deadline  for  specific  Wordeater 
issues,  is  accepted  year-around.  Just 
send  your  writings  to 
tfwdeater@jjc.edu.  The  magazine 
publishes  two  issues  a year,  and  this 
semester’s  Wordeater  is  expected  to 


Funny  hat  day 


At  the  beginning  of  this  month  JJC  administration  participated 
in  "Funny  Hat  Day,”  which  was  organized  by  the  Spirit 
Committee.  Some  other  future  events  to  look  forward  to  include 
"Formal  Dress  Day”  and  “Speak  in  a Southern  Drawl  Day  ” 
Below  are  photos  provided  by  Mike  O’Brien,  instructional 
media  services. 


November  17,  2004 


FEATURES 


page  9 


Around  Campus:  things  you  may  have  missed 


Photo  courtesy  ot  the  une  Arts  uepartmeni 

Actors  Heidi  Van  De  Voort  as  “Phoebe"  and  Kevin  Schaefer  as  Susan  Dew  stops  and  shops  at  a Christmas  flower  sale  near  the  cafeteria  Nov.  15.  The  flowers  are  part  of 

■Sylvius"  contemplate  unrequited  love  in  As  You  Like  It.  JJC's  greenhouse  curriculum,  prices  ranged  between  $3-$20. 


LEFT -Gibrann  Ruiz  (left)  and 
Issac  Fernandez  (right)  take  a look 
around  at  the  jewelry  sale  on  Nov. 
15  located  in  the  cafeteria. 


RIGHT  -Aaron  Reed  holds  a 
candle  at  JJC’s  bookstore  during 
their  Holiday  Happenings  sale. 


Photos  on  left  and  right  are  by 
Amanda  Stofko. 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 
Dustin  Huckstop  plays  his  guitar  and  sings  in  one  of  the  entrance 
ways  on  campus. 


pnoio  Dy  uoiieen  narveyr 

Christine  Redcloud  and  Fred  Harris  hold  Redcloud's  son,  Winfield  Wounded  Eye,  at  the  Native  American 
Coffee  House  on  the  campus  bridge. 
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Horoscopes 


Capricorn 

(12/22-1/19) 
While  eating  left- 
over hotdogs  that  you 
purchased  from  Joe’s 
Hotdogs,  you  will  sud- 
denly be  cured  of  all 
life-threatening  ill- 
nesses you  were  not 
even  aware  that  you 
had. 

Aquarius 

(1/20-2/18) 
After  doing  a keg 
stand,  it  dawns  on  you 
that  the  point  of  your 
whole  life  has  been  to 
invent  a “suicide”  fla- 
vored soda.  To  your 
dismay,  your  recipe 
will  be  stolen  by  Judy 
Martz,  governor  of 
Montana,  days  away 
from  a final  deal  with 
the  Pepsi  Corporation. 

Pisces 

(2/19-3/20) 

You  will  discover 
that  you  are  God. 
Don’t  let  anyone  push 
you  around.  Remem- 
ber, you  can  always 
send  a bolt  of  lighting 
up  their  ass. 

Aries 

(3/21-4/19) 

Ben  Affleck  will  ar- 
rive at  your  work 
wearing  a leotard  with 
news  that  he  will  be 
the  suitor  of  your  first- 
born child. 

Taurus 

(4/20-5/20) 
Business  will  take 
off  more  than  you  ex- 
pect when  you  open 
your  own  product  line 
of  edible  urinal  mints. 

Gemini 

(5/21-6/21) 

You  will  find  John 
Travolta's  wallet.  After 
returning  it,  he  will 
cast  you  as  an  extra  in 
a prequel  to  Deliver- 
ance. 


Cancer 

(6/22-7/22) 
While  trying  to 
sweep  someone  off 
their  feet,  they  will 
stun  you  by  purchas- 
ing you  a subscription 
to  Hustler. 

Leo 

(7/23-8/22) 

You  will  wake  up  on 
the  roof  of  a 
Columbian  orphan- 
age. Your  name  will  be 
changed  to  Pablo,  and 
you  will  be  constantly 
asked  to  dance  the 
Twist  while  riding 
atop  Pepe,  the  world’s 
smallest  mule. 

Virgo 

(8/23-9/22) 
After  channel  surf- 
ing, you  find  Alex 
Trebek  on  a Spanish 
game  show  named, 
Tengo  Muchos 
Problemas.  This  will 
cause  massive  trauma 
and  you  will  become 
mentally  unstable. 

Libra 

(9/23-10/22) 
While  vacationing 
in  Barbados,  you  will 
meet  a Greek  version 
of  Dick  Cheney.  His  de- 
lusional daughter  will 
karate-chop  you  in  the 
head. 

Scorpio 

(10/23-11/21) 
Clear  skies  are  on 
their  way.  Thanks  to 
Bob  Dylan,  You  will 
soon  become  a 
weather  forecaster  on 
a radio  station  in 
Montevideo,  Uruguay. 

Sagittarius 

(11/22-12/21) 
While  cleaning  your 
fish  tank,  you  will  learn 
that  your  fish  have 
been  plotting  your  de- 
mise. Have  sex  with  a 
Pisces.  It’s  the  only 
way  to  solve  this  di- 
lemma. 


What’s  Cookin’,  Good  Lookin’? 


Bv  Jim  Alloeeo  and  Andrew  Hrubec 

Fine  dining  in  Joliet  is  far  and  few 
between.  And  after  an  experience  at  the 
Chef's  Table,  that’s  still  the  case. 

Upon  entering  the  pint-sized  res- 
taurant, there  was  a very  noticeable 
chill  that  immediately  impacted  our  ex- 
perience. But,  fortunately  for  us,  the 
Soup  de  Jour , Cheddar  Potato  Ale,  was 
warm  and  delightful. 

“The  soup  was  pretty  damn  tasty," 
Jim  stated. 

“Jim,  I like  that  sweater,”  Andrew 
commented  while  pointing  emphati- 
cally. 

Along  with  the  soup,  we  were 
seated  with  a complimentary  tray  of 
bread,  la  vash  and  assorted  miniature 
muffins. 

“I’m  not  too  keen  on  the  over-sized 


cornflakes,"  Jim  said  in  regards  to  the 
la  vash. 

“Well,  the  chocolate-chip  muffin 
was  exquisite,”  Andrew  proclaimed. 
“But  I’m  still  really  pissed  about  that 
math  test  that  I just  failed.”. 

The  menu  was  stocked  with  vari- 
ous enticing  entries,  which  had  our 
mouths  watering  with  excitement.  An- 
drew chose  the  delectable  Feta  Crusted 
Pork;  while  Jim  chose  the  scrumptious 
Action  Station  Entrde  which  was  a 
chicken  bow-tie  pasta  in  a creamy  white 
wine  sauce  with  sun-dried  tomatoes. 

Andrew  felt  that  the  pork  was  lack- 
ing in  the  feta  cheese  department. 

"It  was  like  eating  an  over-sized 
piece  of  pork  from  a Chinese  restau- 
rant without  the  sweet  and  sour  sauce,” 
mentioned  Andrew  “But  the  potatoes 


that  accompanied  it  were  phenom- 
enal.” 

“It  was  overall  splendid,  but  I 
left  a little  hungry,”  Jim  declared. 

The  service  was  first-rate,  and 
the  additional  staff  on  hand  was  very 
courteous  and  educated. 

Culinary  arts  student,  Joe  Flores, 
was  very  informative  about  the  pro- 
cedures at  the  JJC  restaurant.  “If  you 
have  any  comments,  you  can  write 
them  on  the  table,"  Flores  advised. 

Overall,  both  of  us  felt  like  our 
meals  were  only  par,  but  that  won’t 
hinder  us  from  returning  for  another 
go-around  at  the  Chef’s  Table,  lo- 
cated in  the  confined  regions  of  J- 
0004  in  the  cafeteria. 

All  joking  aside,  this  is  the  best 
restaurant  on  campus. 


Kat  Kan  Help 

Dear  Kat, 

I have  a problem.  My  boyfriend 
of  two  years,  “Greg”,  does  not  want 
to  come  over  or  take  me  out  anymore. 
When  we  first  started  dating  it  was 
great,  he  took  me  out  every  Friday, 
called  me  almost  everyday  and  al- 
ways came  over  to  my  house.  All  of 
that  has  changed.  He  still  says  he 
loves  me — even  though  I get  a call 
maybe  once  a week — and  we  go  to 
Burger  King  every  so  often  because 
he  says  he  has  no  money  to  take  me 
out.  I don't  care  if  we  don't  see  a 
movie  because  I just  want  to  see  him. 
When  I call  him  the  phone  conversa- 
tion is  always  short.  Whenever  I make 
an  effort  to  see  him,  he  gets  aggra- 


vated. I ask  him  why  he  won't  talk  to 
me  and  he  says  that  he  is  really  tired 
from  working  all  day  (40  hours  a week) 
and  he  just  wants  to  sit  and  relax.  Then, 
when  I try  to  call  him  a later,  he  isn't 
home.  I don’t  know  what  to  do  any- 
more. Any  suggestions? 

KT 


DearKT, 

I would  have  to  say  that  there  are 
other  fish  in  the  sea,  and  it’s  about  time 
that  you  go  fishing  again  because  right 
now  you  are  dating  an  eel.  "Greg"  does 
not  sound  like  the  most  trust  worthy 
guy.  He  doesn’ t bother  calling  you,  and 
he  won’t  take  you  out  because  he’s 
broke,  but  he  works  all  day.  This  makes 
me  wonder,  what  does  he  spend  his 
monev  on?  Also,  he  savs  that  he  is  re- 


ally tired,  but  then  he  decides  to  go 
out  anyway.  It  sounds  like  “Greg” 
is  trying  to  avoid  you  for  some  rea- 
son. I would  sit  him  down  and  ask 
him  what  is  going  on.  If  he  still  does 
not  give  a straight  answer,  then  it 
would  be  advisable  to  move  on  with 
your  life.  No  one  needs  to  spend 
their  whole  relationship  sitting  by 
the  phone. 

Kat 


Kat  Kan  Help  is  a monthly 
advice  column  designed  to  answer 
student  questions  about  school,  life  or 
anything  else.  Kat  is  a student,  not  a 
professional,  but  she  will  do  her  best 
to  answer  your  questions. 

Send  questions  to 
KatKanHelp@hotmail.com 


Life  can  be  like  a rollercoaster 

but  the  ride  smooths  out  with  an  education  from  Governors  State 


46  degree  programs  • easy  transfer  • affordable  • close  to  you 


Registration  for  Winter  classes 
begins  November  15 

Winter  trimester  classes  start  January  10,  2005 


Governors 

State 

University 


708/534-4490  or  visit  our  web  site  www.govst.edu 
Governors  State  University  • 1 University  Parkway  • University  Park,  Illinois 
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Professor  Profile: 

Charles  Morgan,  director  of  bands  and  brass 


CIOS 

from  page  1 


By  Stephanie  Lyman 

When  you  reach  for  the  stars, 
you  may  be  closer  than  you  think. 
Charles  Morgan  may  not  have  real- 
ized that,  but  just  this  August,  he  has 
become  the  director  of  bands  and 
brass  at  Joliet  Junior  College. 

When  he  was  a freshman  here  at 
JJC,  he  stood  in  the  very  office  that 
he  now  calls  home  and  sought  the 
direction  of  then-director  Jerry  Lewis, 
whose  place  he  has  just  taken.  And 
he  worked  very  hard  to  get  here. 

A graduate  of  JJC,  Morgan  trav- 
eled on  to  Northern  Illinois  Univer- 
sity. He  received  his  bachelor’s  in 
music  education  and  then  taught  for 
eight  years.  After  that  he  sought  his 


master’s  at  VanderCook  College  of  The  students  c 


Professor  Charles  Morgan 

at  a grade  school  level  is  an  elective. 

1 band/choir  be- 


Music  in  Chicago.  The  experience 
was  riveting. 

“It  was  spec- 
tacular,”  Morgan 
said.  “There  were  stu- 
dents there  from  all 
over  the  world.” 

Morgan  then 
went  on  to  teach 
band  and  choir  at 
Joliet-area  grade 
schools  over  the  next 
few  years.  He  had 
gotten  a taste  of  JJC 
during  the  course  of 
this  time  as  he  had  directed  the  jazz 
band  for  a while  before  coming  here 
full  time,  which  is  a change  he  has 
welcomed. 

“The  atmosphere  is  a lot  more 
professional  at  a college  level,”  he 
o aid,  "though  I do  miss 
from  the  grade  schools." 

Just  like  college,  any  music  class 


cause  they  want  to  be,  and  that 
changes  their  overall  attitude,  which  is 


44  I have  turned  my  hobby  into 
my  life...l  have  high  standards 
and  I hope  that  what  I do 
personifies  that  I love  my  job. 

- Charles  Morgan, 

Director  of  bands  and  brass 


something  Morgan  really  appreciates. 

Replacing  Jerry  Lewis  was  difficult 
for  Morgan  — he  had  some  pretty  big 
shoes  to  fill.  Lewis  was  the  band  direc- 
tor for  more  than  30  years  and  even 
instructed  Morgan  for  a couple  of  those 
students  years.  Now  they  are  very  close  friends. 

“Icon,”  Morgan  laughed  as  he 


used  the  word  to  describe  Lewis.  "From 
Jerry  you  learn  so  much  more  than  the 
trade.  He’s  always  been  a great  men- 
tor." Which  is  something  Morgan 
hopes  to  continue  as  the  new  director. 
“I  don't  want  to  replace  him,  1 just  want 
to  continue  his  legacy  here,"  he  said. 
Though  he  was  "nervous  about  replac- 
ing him,”  the  transition  has  gone 
"easier  than  expected.” 

Music  isn’t  his  first  love  though. 
Morgan  credits  his  wife,  Kristin,  whom 
he  met  at  JJC  years  ago,  for  much  of 
the  support  he  has  received  through- 
out his  career. 

“She  is  a wonderful  mother  and 
very  supportive  of  me.  1 definitely  mar- 
ried up,”  he  chuckled. 

The  love  of  music  and  his  job  ra- 
diates from  Morgan’s  office.  From  the 
many  pictures  on  the  wall  and  music 
_ stands  planted  in  every  cor- 
ner, to  the  beaming  smile  on 
his  face,  this  is  a man  who 
has  found  his  niche. 

“I  have  turned  my 
hobby  into  my  life,”  he  said. 
“ I have  high  standards  (for 
my  students)  and  I hope 
that  what  I do  personifies 
that  I love  my  job." 

Currently,  Morgan  and 

band  members  are  hard  at 

work  on  pieces  for  the  up- 
coming Christmas  concerts.  The  jazz 
band  will  perform  in  its  Annual  Winter 
Jazz  Concert  on  Friday,  Dec.  3,  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  on  cam- 
pus. Admission  is  $5  for  adults;  $4  for 
senior  citizens,  non-JJC  students,  JJC 
faculty  and  staff;  and  $2  for  all  JJC  stu- 
dents. 


“Everyone  who  participates  gets 
something,"  said  La  Fevers. 

There  are  cash  prizes  awarded  to 
first,  second  and  third  place  winners; 
plaques  for  the  top  four  finishers;  an 
award  ceremony,  dinner  and  raffle;  and 
JJC  will  also  host  the  student  web  sites 
for  a year. 

Many  additional  prizes  are 
awarded  as  well,  such  as  best  graph- 
ics, said  La  Fever.  Last  year  there  were 
over  100  additional  awards. 

There  are  three  categories  stu- 
dents compete  under:  college  individu- 
als, high  school  individuals  and  a group 
category.  Each  category  wins  separate 
awards,  meaning  there  are  overall  nine 
cash  prizes  and  twelve  plaques  to  be 
presented. 

The  CIOS  department  is  trying  to 
create  an  opportunity  for  the  students 
to  take  their  talent  even  further,  said  La 
Fever.  The  competition  will  help  stu- 
dents prepare  for  other  competitions  at 
national  and  state  levels. 

"Through  competitions  like  these, 
students  have  an  opportunity  to  apply 


what  they  are  learning  in  the  classroom 
to  a real  world  experience,"  said  Dan 
Kreidlcr,  JJC  Director  of  Tech  Prep. 

It  can  help  on  entering  other  uni- 
versities also.  La  Fever  added,  "And 
hopefully  it's  fun." 

Registration  has  already  begun, 
but  the  deadline  to  register  is  not  until 
March  6. 

Judging  for  the  competition  will 
begin  March  13.  Judges  consist  of  web 
design  faculty  members  and  also  vol- 
unteers from  the  industry.  Last  year’s 
judges  included  JJC’s  webmaster, 
Argonne  National  Laboratory’s 
webmaster,  the  CEO*and  CFO  of 
PageDcsk  and  the  owner  of  Anttix  Inc. 

The  entire  CIOS  faculty  was  in- 
volved in  one  way  or  another,  La  Fe- 
ver added. 

Once  students  sign  up,  their  web 
site  should  be  available  within  approxi- 
mately one  week.  The  students  can 
use  any  design  tools  they  choose. 

Register  at  www.jjcwcbs.org.  Any 
questions,  contact  Shelly  La  Fevers 
at  (8 1 5)  280-6683  or  slafcver@jjc.edu. 


JJ 
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THE  TRUTH  IS_- 


YOU  DTE  ENOUGH 

MYSTERY 

MEAT 

IN  GRADE  SCHOOL. 


If 


IF  fOU  SUV  «VT  CKf  WH1IT  V0J  GIT.  KEEP  0»C  » 
THE  S*M£  PUCES.  THE  UM2  IflW  mil  BE  TOW 
, BJT  IF  ratl'l  WITHER  NOT  K EMM  PUSSEO  MO 
FOTMD  SflhOWWI  MEATS.  CJNE  SEE  VIS  OMU  J0*W. 

W LET  THE  TRUTH  BE  KNOWN. 


SERIOUS  SANDWICH  DELIVERY 


1108  HOUBOLT  RD.  - 815-730-6048 


Calling  all 
shutterbugs 

The  Blazer  is  looking  for 
people  interested  in  taking 
pictures. 

Call  us  at  280-231 3,  or  e- 
mail  us:  blazermail@jjc.edu, 
with  “Photographer"  in  the 
subject  line. 


views  into  his/her  teaching." 

English  Professor  Julie  Fenlon 
agrees. 

Fenlon  was  given  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  spring  2002  when  she 
traveled  to  Spijkenisse,  Holland  for  two 
weeks.  “You  learn  a lot  about  yourself 
when  you  travel  to  a foreign  country," 
she  said.  "And  then  you  get  the  bug.  It 
gets  you  interested  in  doing  other  in- 
ternational activities." 

Before  she  went  abroad,  she  was 
host  to  Annclics  Hcidcnrath  from 
Spijkenisse,  Holland.  Hosting  a guest 
also  has  its  advantages,  Fenlon  said. 

"I  have  a one-year-old  nephew 
and  it’s  just  like  that.  Everything  is  new 
to  the  person,  and  you  get  to  see  how 
they  view  Americans.  You  leant  some- 
thing about  your  own  culture  through 
them,"  she  said. 

The  exchange  program  is  set  up  in 
the  way  that  the  hosts  flip-flop  their 
visits.  Guests  come  to  JJC  in  the  fall 
and  our  faculty  visits  their  countries  in 
the  spring,  after  spring  break.  To  par- 


ticipate, faculty  applies  and  has  to 
meet  certain  requirements  to  be  se- 
lected. During  their  visits,  they  have 
obligations  to  the  school  in  which  they 
are  visiting,  such  as  lectures,  class- 
room visits  and  meetings.  Their  itiner- 
ary is  organized  by  the  guests’  host 
for  the  two-week  stay. 

The  guests  have  no  extensive  fi- 
nancial obligation  to  participate  in  this 
program.  "It  is  very  cost-efficient," 
said  Arias.  “There  is  no  expense  to  the 
faculty  person.  The  college  pays  for 
the  airfare,  faculty  members  provide 
room  and  board,  so  the  only  money 
one  needs  would  be  for  souvenirs.” 

This  program  is  only  available  to 
faculty  members  and  is  not  affiliated 
with  the  student  exchange  program, 
which  JJC  also  offers. 
To  find  out  more  information  on  the 
Illinois  Consortium  for  International 
Studies  and  Programs,  or  about  the 
student  exchange  program,  contact 
Berta  Arias  at  (815)  280-2270  or  email 
atbarias@jjc.edu, 


One  night  a week 

could  change  your  life. 

Trinity  Christian  College-Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 
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Men’s  basketball  Tip  off! 


Your  JJC  Bookstore  Wishes 
The  Entire 
JJC  Community 
Happy  and  Safe 

Thanksgiving  Holiday! 


Spring  2005  Books 
Available  In  Store  and  Online  at 
www.jjcbookstore.com 
Monday,  December  6th! 


Monday  thru  Thursday 
7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday 

7:30  am  to  3:30  pro 
815-280-6767 


100’s  of  Used  Books  to  Save  You  Money  - 
Along  with  New  Books,  Class  Supplies, 
Computer  Software,  Book  Bags,  JJC  Clothing, 
Gift  Items,  Greeting  Cards,  Candy,  & Snacks! 
All  Right  Here  on  Campus! 

J/Buildine  - Across  from  the  Service  Center  & Registration 


Women’s  basketball  begin  season 


start  off  victorious 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

With  two  defeats  under  their  belt, 
the  JJC  men’s  basketball  team  suffered 
two  hard  losses  at  the  Madison  Tech 
Invitational  on  Friday,  Nov.  12  and  Sat- 
urday, Nov.  1 3. 

The  Wolves  changed  their 
defense  to  a zone  defense  to  try  for  a 
win  on  Sat.  against  Madison  Tech.  The 
zone  defense  was  effective,  which  kept 
JJC  in  the  lead  most  of  the  game.  At  the 
half  the  Wolves  were  up  38-35. 

Late  in  the  game,  Madison 
Tech's  Jeff  Wood  recorded  a clutch 
jump  shot  that  put  the  Wolves  down 
three,  Despite  the  hard  working  de- 
fense, the  offense  couldn't  overcome 
the  lead.  Madison  Tech  defeated  the 
Wolves  83-76. 

Sophomore  guard,  Anthony 
Smith,  gave  a phenomenal  effort  record- 
ing 21  points.  Smith  was  8 for  9 from 
the  floor  and  connected  on  5 of  6 free 
throws.  He  also  recorded  four  steals 
and  four  assists.  Other  standout  outs 
for  the  Wolves  were  sophomore  guard, 
Arius  Young,  who  had  1 8 points  thanks 
to  four  clutch  three-pointers,  and 
Jawond  Gage  who  had  14  points. 

Opening  the  tournament,  the 
Wolves  took  a hard  99-85  loss  against 
Gogebic,  Michigan.  The  Wolves  domi- 
nated Gogebic  in  the  first  half  with  a 
25-4  lead,  until  Gogebic’s  John  Lane 
hit  14  straight  shots  which  put  them  in 
the  lead  late  in  the  game. 

JJC  could  not  overcome 
Gogebic’s  efforts  and  fell  short  of  a vic- 
tory. JJC’s  effort  was  solid,  despite  6’6" 
freshman,  Larry  McGee’s,  ankle  injury. 

The  Wolves  did,  however, 
open  their  season  with  defeats  over  the 
University  of  Saint  Francis  and  Robert 
Morris  College. 

The  men’s  basketball  team 
recently  defeated  Robert  Morris  Col- 


Upcoming 
home  games 

November  26-27 
TBA 

December  11 

1 p.m. 

January  6 

7 p.m. 

January  18 

7 p.m. 

January  22 

7 p.m. 


lege  with  a final  79-73  result. 

McGee  recorded  20  points, 
while  Gage  scored  18  points,  9 re- 
bounds, and  three  assists.  As  a team, 
the  Wolves  out  rebounded  Robert 
Morris  56-35.  Rebounds  are  going  to 
be  a key  factor  with  a tough  confer- 
ence schedule  like  JJC’s.  Offensively, 
the  Wolves  shot  21  of  27  free-throws. 

Despite  a well-fought  victory 
over  Robert  Morris,  the  Wolves  anni- 
hilated the  University  of  St.  Francis  84- 
64. 

Leading  the  Wolves  were 
Young  with  12  points,  McGee  with  1 1 
points,  12  rebounds,  and  Jimmy  Bell 
with  seven  points  and  seven  rebounds. 

The  Wolves  will  travel  to 
Morton  College  on  Friday.  Nov.  19  and 
Saturday,  Nov.  20  for  the  Morton  Col- 
lege Invitational. 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  women's  basketball  team 
recently  traveled  to  the  Madison  Tech 
Tournament  on  Nov.  12  and  13.  The 
Lady  Wolves  came  prepared  as  a new 
2004-2005  team. 

The  Wolves  crushed  Gogebic 
Community  College,  80-64.  in  the  first 
game  of  the  tournament.  With  only  one 
game  under  their  belt,  the  Lady  Wolves 
went  into  the  tournament  anticipating 
a victory. 

Thanks  to  sophomore  captain, 
Jenna  Barghahn,  and  freshman  guard, 
Jillian  Montgomery,  victory  is  just  what 
they  received.  Barghahn  is  a crucial 
aspect  of  this  year’s  success.  She 
started  all  35  games  as  a freshman  last 
and  her  experience  didn't  go  unno- 
ticed. 

Barghahn  recorded  22  points  and 
four  rebounds.  She  went  six  for  eight 
from  the  three-point  line.  Her  three- 
point  shooting  ability  has  improved  so 
far  this  year,  she  has  proven  that  she 
can  shoot  under  pressure  to  help  gain 


momentum. 

Montgomery  scored  1 6 points  and 
10  rebounds,  while  Amber  Mann 
scored  15  points  and  had  five  assists. 
Freshman,  Heather  Graefnitz,  had  1 1 
points  and  four  rebounds.  All  together 
the  Lady  Wolves  shot  50  percent  from 
the  floor. 

Despite  a well  fought  victory,  the 
Lady  Wolves  fell  short  of  a win  on  Sat- 
urday, Nov.  1 3.  They  took  a hard  83-72 
loss  against  Rochester  CTC. 

Leading  the  Wolves  were 
Graefnitz  with  19  points,  Erika  Faber 
with  15  points  and  14  rebounds,  and 
co-captain  Julie  Schmidt  with  1 1 points, 
four  assists  and  four  steals. 

Barghahn  and  Graefnitz  were 
named  to  the  All-Tournament  Team  in 
spite  of  their  performances.  Both  of 
these  girls  have  extraordinary  talent, 
which  will  favor  JJC  in  most  of  the 
games  to  come. 

Barghahn  had  a major  impact  on 
the  team  last  year  and  Graefnitz  was 
MVP  of  Romeoville  High  School  and 


was  a member  on  the  SICA  North  All- 
Conference  Team. 

The  Lady  Wolves  recently  de- 
feated Moraine  Valley  with  a final  score 
of  76-65.  This  was  the  Wolves  first 
game  of  the  new  season. 

Barghahn  lead  the  Wolves  with  14 
points,  which  included  two  important 
three-pointers  at  the  end  of  the  game. 
The  Lady  Wolves  were  down  by  two 
points  with  2:30  remaining  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  then  Barghahn  nailed  back-to- 
back  three-pointers  to  put  the  Wolves 
in  the  lead. 

Other  key  players  were  Montgom- 
ery with  13  points  and  eight  rebounds 
and  Schmidt  with  nine  points,  seven 
assists,  and  six  steals.  The  team,  as  a 
whole,  made  22  out  of  25  free  throws, 
which  is  an  important  aspect  of  the 
game.  When  going  against  guards  who 
are  6’3"  and  6’  1 ",  like  Moraine’s,  free 
throws  are  going  an  important  factor. 

The  Lady  Wolves  will  travel  to 
Oakton  Community  College  on  Nov.  18. 
Game  time  is  5:00  p.m. 


Catch  the  Lady  Wolves  in  action 


November  18 

Away  @ 5 p.m. 
Oakton  C.C. 

November  26-27 

Home  @ TBA 
Thanksgiving  Tourn. 

December  2 

Away  @ 5 p.m. 
Waubonsee  College 


December  4 

Home  @ 5 p.m. 

Morton  College 

December  7 

Home  @ 5 p.m. 

Illinois  Valley  C.C. 

December  9 

Away  @ 7 p.m. 
Carthage  College  JV 


December  15 

Away  @ 5:30  p.m. 
Waukesha  County 
Tech  College 

December  21 

Home  @ 5 p.m. 

Wilbur  Wright  College 
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Open  house  educates 
women  in  tech,  careers 


By  Mela  Machulis 

When  you  think  of  women's  ca- 
reers, the  technological  field  is  prob- 
ably not  the  first  area  that  comes  to 
mind.  However,  more  and  more  women 
are  choosing  technology-oriented  ca- 
reers over  traditional  female  careers.  On 
Friday,  Nov.  19,  the  JJC  Technical  De- 
partment hosted  the  Women  in  Tech- 
nology Open  House  to  inform  women 
interested  in  technical  careers  of  the 
opportunities  available  to  them. 

After  being  treated  to  pizza  and 
salad,  the  women  in  attendance  viewed 
a presentation  covering  the  courses 
offered  and  career  opportunities  in  Ar- 
chitecture. Engineering  and  Construc- 
tion (AEC);  Computer  Aided  Design 
and  Drafting  (CADD);  and  Electrical/ 
Electronic  Automated  Systems  tech- 
nology (EEAS).  Following  the  presen- 
tation, the  women  participated  in  a 
hands-on  activity  in  CADD  after  watch- 
ing a demonstration  by  CADD  Program 
Assistant  Mike  Wilson.  For  this  activ- 
ity, the  women  present  used  AutoCAD 
software  to  design  spaces  and  place 
furniture  on  the  floor  plan  of  a typical 
1950’s  home.  They  had  fun  using  their 
creativity  in  a technological  area. 

The  combination  of  creativity  and 
structure  is  what  attracted  AEC/CADD 


instructor  Maria  Anna  Rafac  to  the  field 
of  technology. 

“It  involves  both  sides  of  the 
brain — the  hands-on,  physical  side 
and  the  ‘touchy-feely’  side,”  Rafac 
said. 

She  pointed  out  that  careers  in 
technology  can  be  difficult  for  women 
to  balance,  as  most  women  are  still  ex- 
pected to  fill  traditional  female  roles, 
such  as  housekeeping  and  being  the 
primary  caretakers  of  their  children,  in 
addition  to  their  careers.  However, 
Rafac  noted  that  there  are  many  ad- 
vantages of  technological  careers. 

Technical  fields  offer  a wide  vari- 
ety of  career  choices,  important  jobs, 
and  high  pay.  The  Women  in  Technol- 
ogy Program  flyer  states  that  starting 
salaries  for  nontraditional  women’s 
careers  range  from  $25,000  to  $30,000 
per  year,  and  that  additional  training 
and  experience  can  increase  salaries  to 
as  much  as  $60,000  annually.  Although 
many  of  the  women  who  enroll  in  JJC’s 
technical  classes  go  directly  into  their 
career  field  after  program  completion, 
Rafac  said  an  increasing  number  of 
those  students  are  transferring  to  four- 
year  universities  instead. 

See  TECHNOLOGY  on  page  3 


Technical  programs  offered  at  JJC: 

I Architecture  - Engineering  - ■ Law  Enforcement 


Construction 
I Automotive  Service 

I Computer  Aided  Drafting 
and  Design 

I Criminal  Justice  Studies 
I Electrical/Electronics 
I Automated  Systems 
I Electronics  Engineering 
I Industrial  Maintenance 


■ Mechanical  Production 
I Precision  Machine 

I Process  Control  & 
Insturmentation  Technology 

■ Refridgeration,  Air 
Conditioning  and  Heating 

I Welding  Fabrication 
I Metal  Fabrication 


‘Tis  the  season  for  giving 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 

Students  Claire  Nordmann  and  Brian  Danielson  browse  around  JJC's  Community  Giving  Tree. 

JJC  commits  to  holiday  spirit  through  donations 


By  Randal  Donley 

In  celebrating  the  holiday  spirit. 
Phi  Theta  Kappa  has  organized 
JJC’s  Community  Giving  Tree  for  its 
third  year  in  a row,  which  is  located 
outside  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

The  Giving  Tree  provides  the 
opportunity  for  students,  staff  and 
other  community  members  to  reach 
out  and  donate  items  beneficial  to 
agencies  around  the  area  including: 
the  Guardian  Angel  Home,  Morning 
Star  Mission,  Santa  Cruz  Blessing 


Bench  Pantry  at  La  Casa  de  Amistad. 
Lamb’s  Fold  and  the  Daybreak  shelter. 
Four  of  these  agencies  have  been  re- 
cipients from  the  beginning  while  the 
Blessing  Bench  is  a new  addition  to 
this  year,  according  to  Patricia  Shuc 
who  is  the  adviser  to  PTK. 

"Students  and  JJC  staff  have  al- 
ways been  very,  very  generous,"  said 
Shue.  “We  collect  approximately  one 
mini-van  full  of  donations  for  each  of 
the  agencies,"  with  the  exception  of 
food  donations. 


Participants  who  choose  to  take 
an  ornament  off  of  the  tree  provide 
the  item(s)  listed  on  the  paper  back 
to  the  tree,  unwrapped,  where  they 
will  then  be  delivered  to  the  agen- 
cies. 

PTK.  the  "JJC  elves,"  have  set  a 
deadline  for  all  donations  to  be  in  by 
Dec.  14.  Members  of  the  club  will 
then  hand  out  the  items  before  the 
holidays  on  Dec.  16  beginning  sort- 
ing out  and  delivering  the  gifts 
around  2 p.m. 


Thanksgiving  Day, 
page  5 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 

Rose  Seneca! , left,  and  Lindsay  Ryan  observe  the  glofish  in  E- 1003. 


Science 
department 
adopts 
genetically 
modified  fish 

By  Brandi  Campbell 

Sitting  atop  a little  black  lab 
counter  in  room  E- 1 003  of  the  JJC  sci- 
ence department  is  a small  group  of  fish. 
However,  these  fish  are  not  your  ordi- 
nary fish.  They  have  been  genetically 
modified  with  jellyfish  and  coral  genes 
to  glow  colors.  Outlawed  in  California 
and  used  as  novelty  nightlight  pets  in 
Illinois,  these  genetically  modified 
Glofish,  or  Night  Pearl-bio  fish,  have 
taken  Polly  Lavery’s  Biology  144  class 
by  storm. 

In  February  of  1994,  a biologist  at 
Columbia  University  named  Martin 
Chalfie  first  inserted  the  green  fluores- 
cent protein  molecule  (which  makes 
jellyfish  glow  green)  into  E-Coli  bacte- 
ria which  caused  them  to  become  lumi- 
nescent. Ever  since  then,  various  sci- 
entists have  played  around  inserting 
the  GFP  protein  into  an  array  of  organ- 
isms. each  one  increasing  in  complex- 
ity and  brain  activity.  It  wasn't  until 
the  mainstream  pet  industry  stumbled 
onto  the  marketable  and  decorative 


zebra  fish  and  decided  to  sell  them. 

Albeit  mildly  entertaining,  how 
ethical  is  it  to  use  fish  as  a child’s 
nightlight?  Should  science  be  used  for 
such  purposes  when  there  are  more 
important  issues  to  tend  to? 

California’s  commissioner  of  the 
Fish  and  Game  commission  was  quoted 
in  a January  Chicago  Tribune  article  as 
saying,  "Creating  a novelty  pet  is  a 
frivolous  use  of  technology.  No  matter 
how  low  the  risk  is.  there  needs  to  be  a 
public  benefit  higher  than  this." 

In  other  places  around  the  world, 
like  Japan,  some  scientists  are  worried 
that  the  a genetically  modified  rice  fish 
population  will  possibly  mix  in  with  the 
regular  population  of  edible  fish  and 
become  harmful  to  those  who  eat  them. 
That’s  why  rice  fish  are  not  available 


to  purchase  everywhere. 

The  progressive  part  of  the  sci- 
ence community,  much  like  Lavery,  feels 
that  creating  these  new  age  beings  has 
a more  important  purpose  than  selling 
them  as  pels.  The  GFP  gene  allows  sci- 
entists to  know  that  they  have  inserted 
genes  correctly  into  an  organism  with 
no  further  testing,  as  the  green  color  is 
quite  obvious  to  the  naked  eye.  In  ad- 
dition, it  allows  them  to  further  explore 
the  nature  of  genes.  It  is  argued  that 
genetically  modifying  species  has  been 
going  on  for  centuries  via  cross-breed- 
ing. The  only  thing  that  is  different  now 
is  that  we  are  doing  it  in  a test  tube 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  occur  natu- 
rally. Also,  the  selling  of  Glofish  as  pets 
has  helped  to  fund  yonder  genetic  re- 
search. 


Counseling  Dept. 
Chair  retires 
after  27  years 


On  Dec.  3 1 , Chair  of  the 
Counseling  Department,  Ed 
Johnson,  will  be  retiring  from 
JJC  where  he  has  spent  over 
27  years  as  a counselor. 

In  honor  of  his  dedication 
to  the  student  body,  the  Coun- 
seling Department  is  creating 
the  $500  Edward  C.  Johnson 
scholarship  for  minority  stu- 
dents. 

The  JJC  faculty  union, 
which  Johnson  was  a long-time 
member,  donated  $200  as  an 
organization  to  the  scholarship 
at  its  last  meeting,  Nov.  8.  In- 
dividuals are  also  encouraged 
to  make  donations  to  the 
scholarship. 


OPINION/EDITORIAL 


page  2 


BLAZER  STAFF 


BLAZER  VIEW 


Put  this  in  your  pipe  and  smoke  it 

Smoking  has  been  one  of  the  world's  favorite  past  times  for 
decades,  but  in  the  nation  of  Bhutan,  many  will  soon  be  suffering 
from  withdrawals. 

In  the  tiny  Himalayan  country  nicknamed  Shangri-La,  the  sale 
and  public  use  of  tobacco  has  been  banned  in  an  attempt  to  protect 
its  precious  citizens  and  environment. 

Over  2 million  people  inhabit  this  Buddhist  paradise,  which  al- 
ready has  laws  in  place  banning  activities  such  as  mountain  climbing 
in  an  attempt  to  preserve  the  ecosystem. 

In  1995.  the  National  Assembly  of  Bhutan  declared  that  over 
60  percent  of  the  country  must  be  covered  by  forests.  Over  90 
percent  of  the  population  makes  its  living  in  agriculture  and  forestry; 
therefore,  the  status  of  their  environment  is  very  important  to  them. 

Amazingly  enough,  with  all  of  the  tedious,  minute  precautions 
taken  to  preserve  the  well-being  of  these  spiritual  people,  the  life 
expectancy  of  the  population  is  only  a mere  54  years  of  age. 

So  we  at  the  Blazer  ask.  why  not  smoke? 

Bhutan’s  population  of  smokers  is  only  1 percent.  Is  1 percent 
of  the  nation  really  worth  banning  the  sale  of  tobacco? 

Here  in  the  U.S.,  the  average  life  expectancy  is  77.5  years,  with 
about  20  percent  of  our  citizens  sucking  down  cancerous  fumes. 

On  campus,  smoking  is  encouraged  with  ashtrays  posted  out- 
side every  entrance.  Careless  disregard  for  non-smokers  can  be 
seen  as  students  knowingly  smoke  directly  outside  of  JJC’s  children’s 
daycare  center  or  huddled  at  non-smoking  areas  outside  of  the  en- 
trances in  an  attempt  to  stay  warm  while  smoking  in  Dlinois’  harsh 
winters. 

In  various  major  cities  across  the  U.S.,  smoking  in  public  build- 
ings has  been  banned  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  non-smokers  from 
being  exposed  to  the  smoke. 

It’s  obviously  best  to  find  a comfortable  place  in  between  the 
two  extremes,  but  not  everyone  wants  to  comply  with  the  rest  of 

(society. 

If  these  regulations  are  not  taken  seriously,  our  nation  way  soon 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  “Shangri-La.”  But  should  we? 

We  at  the  Blazer  would  rather  live  a “healthy”  American  lifestyle, 
smoke  and  all,  than  die  prematurely  in  an  isolated  paradise  like  the 
Bhutanese. 
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Question  of  the  Issue 

If  Santa  Claus  were  to  die  today,  who  would  you  have  replace  him? 


“Bernie  Mac." 

- Corey  Gaines, 
Nursing 


“My  father 

— Marinel  Estrella, 
Fashion  Merchandising 


“Usher,  with  no  shirt  on!” 

- LeTesha  Traylor, 
Political  Science 


“Dave  Chapelle.” 

- Talitha  Kelly 
Carol  Zinkiewicz, 
JJC  Employees 


Photos  by  Jim  Allocco  and  Andrew  Hrubec 


“The  Easter  Bunny." 

- Crystal  Benson, 
Nursing 


“My  daddy. " 

- Ryan  Loy, 
Third  grade  Cub  Scout 
with  aspirations  of 
playing  football  for  the 
Georgia  Bulldogs 
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Students  earn  credits 
without  taking  courses 


By  Jim  Allocco 

Struggling  to  make  it  through  a 
semester,  many  students  are  unaware 
they  already  have  college  credits  that 
are  virtually  unclaimed. 

JJC  provides  several  ways  to  re- 
ceive credits  without  actually  taking 
a course,  including  the  College  Level 
Examination  Program,  Proficiency  Ex- 
ams, Military  Credit  and  Portfolio  De- 
velopment. 

The  most  common  of  these  is 
CLEP,  which  offers  five  general  and 
29  subject  exams.  The  exams  are  only 
90  minutes  long  and  cost  only  $55. 

The  subjects  of  the  exams  range 
from  English  to  humanities  to  science 
to  history,  with  the  foreign  language 
CLEPs  offering  up  to  16  college  cred- 
its. 

Military  service  can  also  be  made 
into  college  credit.  Anyone  with  at 
least  one  year  of  active  duty  receives 
four  semester  hours  of  physical  edu- 
cation and  three  semester  hours  of 
Biology  103. 


A meeting  will  be  held  at  JJC  in  T- 
1000  from  6:30-7:45  p.m.,  Tuesday,  Jan. 
4,  where  JJC  Portfolio  Assessment  Co- 
ordinator Carol  Gordon  will  discuss 
these  and  several  other  prior  learning 
credit  options. 

Students  at  the  meeting  will  be  in- 
formed how  to  create  credits  out  of 
many  different  forms  of  prior  learning. 
Portfolio  development  is  another  prior 
learning  option  that  Gordon  will  explain 
in  further  detail  at  the  meeting. 

“Adults  with  life  experience  may 
be  eligible  to  submit  a binder  of  infor- 
mation that  documents  their  prior  ex- 
periential learning  for  college  credit," 
she  said.  JJC  also  provides  the  GSD 
103  course,  which  teaches  students 
how  to  develop  a portfolio  for  prior 
learning. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.jjc.edu/priorIeaming  or  contact 
Gordon  at  ex.  267 1 . J- 1032.  She  strongly 
encourages  students  interested  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  or  to  make  an  indi- 
vidual appointment. 


Happy  Holidays! 
0 - Blazer  staff 


OS  A celebrates  MLK  Jr. 
with  convocation  Jan.  17 


By  Jim  Allocco 

Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  once 
stated  that  he  had  "been  to  the 
mountaintop.”  On  Friday,  Jan.  21,  JJC 
students  will  have  the  mountaintop 
brought  to  them. 

With  the  help  of  keynote  speaker, 
Barry  Scott,  the  Office  of  Student  Ac- 
tivities' Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Con- 
vocation is  looking  to  be  just  as  suc- 
cessful as  last  year's  dedication. 

Scott  is  the  founder  and  artistic 
director  of  the  American  Negro  Play- 
wright Theater  of  Tennessee  State 
University  and  is  very  well-known  for 
his  tribute  to  King.  Scott  will  be  lectur- 
ing on  King  and  his  role  in  the  civil 
rights  movement  as  well  as  reenacting 
many  of  King’s  popular  speeches,  ac- 
cording to  Anissa  Jones,  director  of 
OSA. 

Scott's  tribute  has  received  com- 
pliments from  people  such  as  wife  of 
the  late  Dr.  King,  Coretta  Scott  King, 
and  President  Carter.  He  has  also  been 
known  to  be  very  good  at  inspiring 
college  students. 

“We’re  bringing  in  someone  who 
can  really  connect  with  the  younger 
generation,"  said  Jones. 

OSA  is  also  hoping  to  get  Roots 


Theatre  Ensemble,  which  performed  last 
year,  to  return  and  has  requested  a trav- 
eling MLK  exhibit,  though  Scott's  pre- 
sentation is  the  only  one  yet  con- 
tracted. 

The  tribute  to  King  will  be  taking 
place  on  the  bridge  the  week  of  Jan.  17, 
from  1 1 a.m.  to  1 p.m.,  ending  with 
Scott’s  performance  on  Friday  from  1 1 
a.m.  to  2 p.m. 

Jones  said  OSA  is  also  looking  for- 
ward to  discussions  from  faculty  and 
students.  She  hopes  these  will  interest 
college  students  the  way  that  King  was 
able  to.  “Dr.  King  surrounded  himself 
with  educated  people  who  were  willing 
to  work  for  a common  cause,"  said 
Jones. 

She  also  urges  for  students  to  dis- 
cuss the  convocation  in  class  and  gen- 
erate questions  about  King  and  his  role 
in  the  Civil  Rights  era  in  history.  “Come 
to  the  theatre,  hear  his  message  and 
stay  to  ask  questions,"  she  said.  A con- 
nection to  history  is  a “key  component 
to  any  of  these  programs,"  Jones  went 
on  to  say. 

OSA  will  also  be  working  with  the 
Black  Student  Union  for  Bluck  history 
month  and  with  the  Women's  College 
for  Women’s  History  month. 


ster  Break  Work 

17.25  Base-Appt. 

O 

1 -6  Week  Work 
• All  Majors  Considered 
• Flexible  Schedules 
May  Secure  a Summer  Position 
Conditions  Exist 
• All  Ages  18+ 

No  Canvassing/No  Cold  Calling 


Call  Today! 
708-460-8090 

www.semesterbreakwork.com 


TECHNOLOGY  — 

from  page  1 

The  Women  in  Technology  Open 
House  also  included  a display  provid- 
ing information  about  the  1 3 technical 
programs  offered  at  JJC,  which  range 
from  Automotive  Service  Technology 
to  Law  Enforcement. 

The  JJC  Technical  Department  is 
offering  a Women  in  Technology 
scholarship  to  a female  student  en- 
rolled in  a program  nontraditional  to 
her  gender.  The  scholarship  is  avail- 
able for  a wide  range  of  technical  pro- 
grams, and  up  to  $6,250  will  be 
awarded.  For  more  information  on  this 
scholarship,  or  on  any  of  the  technical 
programs  offered  at  JJC.  contact  the 
Technical  Department  at  280-2612. 


NEWS 

BRIEFS 

Final  exam  schedule 

The  final  exams  will  begin  next 
Monday,  Dee.  13.  A prinlnhle  sched- 
ule is  now  available  on-line  mid  can  be 
accessed  through  the  JJC  website's 
front  page. 

Cell  phone  recycling 

The  Student  Wellness  Council 
will  be  collecting  old  cell  phones  in  re- 
cycling bins  throughout  the  campus 
until  Dec.  17.  Locations  include;  Stu- 
dent Center.  Student  Activities  Cen- 
ter, T-huilding  entrance,  B-huilding 
entrance,  J-building  entrance  and  City 
Center. 

Relay  for  Life 

J an.  31, 2005  will  he  the  last  day 
to  register  teams  for  the  Rcluy  for  Life, 
a fundraiser  for  American  Cancer  Soci- 
ety. Alter  this  date,  there  will  be  a $50 
registration  fee.  Those  interested  can 
contact  Pnm  Dilduy  at  (8 1 5)  280-2202, 

Poster  contest 

The  Coalition  for  Kickin'  it  Re- 
sponsibly is  holding  a poster  contest 
open  to  all  current  JJC  students.  Sub- 
missions urc  due  by  Jan.  31,  2005  to 
Pam  Dilday  in  H-I0I5B  or  Lori 
Fomcris  Schuhrcr  in  J-2065. 

The  winner  will  receive  $300. 
have  their  submission  reproduced  and 
pluced  in  permanent  displays  through- 
out the  campus. 

Agriculture  students  win 
awards  at  state  conference 

On  November  4.  (he  Joliet  Junior 
College  Student  Agriculture  Associa- 
tion traveled  to  Canton,  Illinois  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Fall  PosLsecondary  Ag- 
riculture Student  Organization  (PAS) 
Conference. 

In  the  Crops  Specialist  Area,  JJC 
had  two  teams  consisting  of  David 
Bchrends,  Lisa  Wallin,  Rich  Mungers. 
and  Samantha  Beal.  Bchrends  placed 
fourth  in  the  division  and  the  team  was 
second. 

The  Livestock  Specialist  team 
consisted  of  Mall  Hcbcrling,  Bret 
Henderson,  Mikki  Marshall,  and  Jen- 
nifer Babbs.  The  team  was  first  in  the 
division  with  Heberling  and  Henderson 
placing  first  and  second  respectively. 

In  the  Employment  Interview 
Contest,  five  members  competed  in 
separate  areas.  David  Bchrends  re- 
ceived a first  in  the  Ag  Equipment  Ser- 
vices division,  Lisa  Wallin  was  second 
in  the  Fertilizers/  Ag  Chemicals  divi- 
sion, Christina  Barrows  was  second  in 
the  Floriculture  area,  Samantha  Beal 
placed  second  in  the  Forestry  and 
Natural  Resources  division,  and  Matt 
Heberling  was  third  in  the  Livestock 
Production  area. 
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SO  Deposit  and  SO  Application  Fee 
and  as  our  special  gift  to  you 


%3Q9 

SuottdaTS' 


visit  us  at  1524  Centennial  Drive 
or  for  more  information  call  815-730-1020 


You're  acting  giddy.  There's  butterflies  in  your  stomach. 

A warm,  tingling  sensation  is  floating  through  your  body. 
Is  it  love;  or  is  it  because  you  just  discovered  how 

Jpliet  Textbooks  will  give  you  for  your  used  books? 


Getting  more  for  your  used  books  at  Joliet  Textbooks  is  a feeling  everyone  loves. 

That's  why  we  buy  books  back  every  business  day.  All  colleges.  All  universities. 

So  don't  even  think  of  selling  your  books  anywhere  else  until  you  check  out 
what  they're  worth  at  Joliet  Textbooks  first  Then. . .get  ready  to  feel  the  love. 

^TEXTBOOKS  815.773.1800 

1106  Houbolt  Road  • Joliet  • Across  the  street  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 


Whether  you're  buying  or  selling  books,  see  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 
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International  Club  celebrates  diversity  at  Thanksgiving  party 


By  Randal  Donley 

JJC’s  International  Students 
Club  brought  more  than  a traditional 
Thanksgiving  Day  feast  to  the  table 
last  month;  instead,  they  had  a huge 
celebration. 

The  club  hosted  its  second  an- 
nual Thanksgiving  Day  party  Nov.  20 
as  an  effort  to  bring  a diverse  group 
of  people  and  cultures  together  to 
honor  the  holiday. 

“The  party  was  beautiful,"  said 
Barbara  Stanek-Salvestrini,  adviser  to 
the  club.  "There  were  people  be- 
tween the  ages  of  two  and  70. . .inter- 
nationally there  were  different  cul- 
tures.” 

The  party,  which  began  around 
noon,  provided  an  outlet  for  every- 
one to  meet  new  people,  try  new 
foods,  raffle  off  their  generosities  and 
even  play  games  that  accommodated 
guests  of  all  ages. 

"I  had  fun. . .I’ve  been  new  to  Il- 
linois for  a year  now,”  said  student 
Gladys  Valencia  ‘1  came  from  the  Phil- 
ippines when  I was  16,  so  it’s  always 
good  to  make  some  new  friends." 

Part  of  the  party’s  success  came 
from  the  joint  effort  of  other  clubs  on 
campus,  according  to  Carl  Guzman, 
president  of  the  ISC. 

“The  party  was  coordinated  with 
the  Intervarsity  Christian  Fellowship 
club  and  the  Office  Minority  of  Stu- 
dent Affairs,"  he  said.  “We  usually 
invite  people  two  months  ahead  of 
time ...  in  order  for  an  event  to  be  suc- 
cessful we  have  to  have  people  show 
up.” 

It  was  estimated  that  more  than 
50  people  attended  the  party  at  vari- 
ous times.  As  a change  from  last 
year’s  event,  which  was  held  at  Grace 
Bible  Church,  the  Centennial  Com- 
mons offered  their  own  clubhouse, 
space  to  host  the  event. 

"The  first  idea  was  to  have  it  at  a 
church  [again],  but  the  only  problem 
was  there  are  so  many  different  reli- 
gions I wanted  it  to  remain  on  mutual 


ground,"  said  Stanek-Salvestrini.  “Cen- 
tennial Commons  thought  it  would  help 
them  build  their  image  a little  as  well, 
with  everything  that's  been  going  on. . . 
it  turned  out  to  be  an  excellent  space 
to  have  for  the  party." 

The  clubhouse’s  space  allowed 
for  stretches  of  various  foods  to  be 
served  (which  was  later  donated  to 
Morning  Star)  and  floor  room  for  games 
to  be  played.  The  games  people  played 
included  animal  noises,  a fruit  game 
and  catch  phrase.  Afterwards,  two  S 10 
prizes  were  given  away  in  a raffle  draw- 
ing. The  raffle  tickets,  which  were  sold 
in  an  earlier  segment  to  the  party  for  $ 1 
dollar  a piece  or  $5  dollars  for  six,  col- 
lected nearly  $60  for  the  club. 

‘The  money  went  back  to  the  club 
for  funds.”  said  Stanek-Salvestrini.  "I 
think  everybody  but  one  person  kept 
the  $10  prize  from  the  raffle  tickets." 

Stanke-Salvestrini’s  husband,  Pe- 
ter, bought  a few  raffle  tickets  himself, 
but  rejected  the  $10  prize  when  he  won. 
“The  ISC  brings  people  together  in  a 
very  special  way,  especially  with  our 
diverse  society,”  said  Peter.  “So  I 
thought  it  was  important  go  ahead  and 
let  them  keep  the  money." 

Guzman,  who  also  moved  to  the 
states  from  the  Philippines  a year  and 
a half  ago,  said  the  fulfillment  he  gets 
out  of  being  president  of  the  ISC  is  in 
planning  the  activities  and  seeing  them 
come  alive. 

“It’s  good  to  know  you're  helping 
people  meet  new  people  and  experience 
new  cultures,”  he  said.  “This  is  my  first 
year  being  president  of  the  club. ..  I just 
go  with  the  flow  and  plan  as  many  ac- 
tivities as  possible." 

Guzman’s  successes  have  paid  off 
so  far,  with  events  such  as  cosmic  bowl- 
ing and  hiking  at  Matteson  State  Park 
earlier  in  the  semester,  with  an  even 
more  recent  idea  to  go  salsa  dancing 
with  Sigma  Delta  Mu. 

“He  is  the  strongest  person  to  the 
club.  He’s  definitely  a leader,”  said 
Stanek-Salvestrini.  “He  tells  you  he’s 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 

International  Students  Club  president,  Carl  Guzman,  shows  Megan  Saturn  where  to  set  up  some  food. 


going  to  do  something  and  he  gets  it 
done." 

Stanek-Salvestrini,  who  was  expe- 
riencing a little  uncertainty  about  the 
club  at  first  due  to  her  own  teaching 
schedule  and  paper  grading,  went 
ahead  and  became  the  adviser  for  her 
first  year  and  plans  on  finishing  out 
the  year. 

“I  think  [the  club]  is  a wonderful 
organization,  and  I’m  glad  to  be  a mem- 
ber. It  promotes  tolerance,  and  that’s 
what  living  is  all  about.  I'm  glad  the 
school  offers  clubs  like  these,  it’s  a so- 
cialization process,  which  shows  that 
they  know  that’s  just  as  important  as 
grades.” 

The  ISC  hosts  meetings  bi- 
monthly, anyone  interested  may  con- 
tact Barbara  Stanek-Salvestrini  by 
email. 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 

In  a mighty  battle  of  arm  wrestling,  Liam  Bundle,  left,  edges  towards 
victory  over  Joey  Singleton. 


Never  started  or  finished  your  bachelor's  degree?  At  the  time,  perhaps  some  things  came 
up.  other  roads  were  taken,  different  choices  were  made.  Whatever  the  reason,  you  now 
wonder.  Can  I learn  more,  earn  more,  get  more  out  of  my  career?  Isn't  there  more?" 


getMORE 


Ves.  there  is  more... at  National  Louis  University.  Our  accelerated  degree  completion  programs 
let  you  complete  your  Dacnelor's  degree  in  as  little  as  12  months  That  means  more  time  spent 
on  your  life  and  in  your  career,  less  in  school.  A bachelor's  degree  can  be  the  ticket  to 
mare. . .more  control,  more  opportunity,  more  reward,  more  success  and  more  fulfillment. 

At  NLU.  you  nave  more.,  more  programs  to  choose  from,  moic-  locations  to  attend,  mere  courses  to 
enroll  in,  more  value  for  your  money,  a more  personal  experience  in  smaller  classes.,  more  of 
everything  tnat  makes  getting  your  bachelor's  Degree  smarter  and  faster 

four  exciting  accelerated  programs  to  choose  from 

• Applied  Behavioral  Sciences  • Management  (also  available  online) 

• Health  Care  Leadership  • Management  Information  Systems  (also  a.aiiauk*  uniine) 

Classes  are  forming  NOW!  Call  1.088.NLU.TODAY  or  visit  www.iil.etIu/rnureoptions 
Chicago  • Elgin  * Evanston  • 'A'  h e a t o n • Wheeling  • Online* 


^ National-Louis  University 


TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Part-Time 

Full-Time 

Convenient 

Online 

Degree 

Short  Course 

Certificate 


HT  provides  the  skills 
and  knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  1 00  degree 
and  certificate 
programs  ovoilable 


Undergraduate  Degree 
Programs  Include: 


Information  Technology 
& Management 

(onpifit  ant  M*rwo»k  Security 
N*J  loiopnnr 
Hanwikno  oid  Caiumnlcttiini 
Saftono  Drnlopnwil 
Dali  Minopninl 
Intenet  owl  Hicfrank  Connettr 
S/itwra  IdntnlilraNon 
Industrial  Tedwology 
& Management 
laduttilol  UfUtta 
laduihlol  FodliKn 
lanufactwlnp  faibnalipy 


Electrical  & 

Computer 

Engineering 

Architecture 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Humanities 

Gvil 

Engineering 

Psychology 


Transfer  Scholarships 
Available 

Locations  in  Wheaton 
and  Chicago 

Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  o bochelors  degree 
Make  an  appointment  with  an  adviser  today 


www.iit.edu  uinois  insttu-eT 

(630)682-6001  ... 
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Stewart,  Daily  Show 
team  delivers  smart 
comedy  in  America 


By  Ian  Wright 

Who  would  have  thought  that 
a television  show  about  ‘fake’  news 
and  political  mockery  would  create 
a best-selling  book? 

John  Stewart  and  the  Daily 
show  staff  did  just  that!  America 
(The  Book)  is  a fascinating  and  hi- 
larious read  that  retells  American 
history  with  satire  and  humorous 
narrative. 

Regardless  of  political  views, 
every  student  in  this  college  would 
find  something  to  laugh  about  in 
this  clever  work  of  art. 

The  book  has  a layout  of  a text- 
book that  would  remind  one  of  a 
high  school  history  class  (I  know, 
fellow  students;  those  are  the  days 
you  long  to  forget!).  The  inside 
cover  even  has  a faded  stamp  mark 
that  reads;  ‘This  book  belongs  to...' 
to  keep  with  the  textbook  theme. 

The  rest  of  the  book  is  divided 
into  sections  dealing  with  American 
historical  issues,  graphs  and  maps, 
cultural  perspectives,  and  opinion 
pages  (among  my  favorites  are  Ed 
Helms'  commentaries  and  Samantha 
Bee’s  ‘How  we  do  it  in  Canada’). 

Brace  yourself,  fellow  students, 
for  there  is  a double  page  entitled 
'Dress  the  Supreme  Court  Judges. . . ’ I 
think  you  all  know  where  this  is  going! 

Located  in  the  back  of  the  book  is 
a section  dedicated  to  Election  2004. 
The  photo  collage  of  Bush  and  Keny 
fighting  in  a boxing  ring  is  a major  high- 
light of  the  entire  book! 


Beyond  that  are  lists  of  strengths 
and  weaknesses  for  each  candidate. 
Even  though  the  election  was  over  a 
month  ago,  it  is  still  hilarious  to  see 
humor  toward  an  issue  considered  ‘se- 

Jon  Stewart  and  his  Daily  Show 
partners  have  a brilliant  sense  of  hu- 
mor in  making  fun  of  our  political  sys- 
tem. Instead  of  conforming  it  to  the 
same  dry  and  boring  material  we  see 
every  day  on  the  news,  America  (The 
Book)  offers  readers  another  look  into 
our  government  and  its  flaws  through 
mockery  and  witty  humor. 

This  book  will  give  readers  a good 
laugh  if  they  arc  frustrated  with  Ameri- 
can politics. 
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Horoscopes 


Capricorn 

(12/22-1/19) 

When  vacationing  in  Nantucket, 
you  will  tell  stories  of  a man  you 
once  met. 

Aquarius 

( 1/20-2/18 ) 

On  a hunting  trip,  you  will  acci- 
dentally murder  Blitzen,  the 
drunken,  pessimistic  reindeer. 
Mrs.  Clause  and  the  elves  will 
thank  you  and  reassure  you  that 
he  had  it  coming  for  years. 

Pisces 

(2/19-3/20) 

After  a long  day  of  Christmas  shop- 
ping, you  will  go  to  Panera  Bread 
for  a steaming  bowl  of  broccoli  and 
cheese  soup.  But,  while  you  are 
using  the  restroom,  Prince  and  the 
Revolution  will  reunite  to  steal  all 
of  your  presents  and  eat  your 
bread-bowl,  leaving  behind  only 
the  soup. 

Aries 

(3/21-4/19) 

After  drinking  too  much 
cough  medicine,  you  will  discover 
that  you  are  related  to  Ben  Affleck. 

You  will  come  forth  on  Oprah, 
releasing  a book  telling  your  story 
and  you  will  make  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Affleck  will  sue  you  for  defor- 
mation of  character  when  you  are 


quoted  as  saying,  “He’s  a great  ac- 
tor." 

Taurus 

(4/20-5/20) 

Along  with  villagers  of  Burkina 
Faso,  you  will  design  an  alphabet 
without  any  vowels.  When  news 
breaks  that  this  has  already  been 
created,  the  villagers  will  unleash 
the  Dixie  Chicks  to  stone  you  to 
death. 

Gemini 

(5/21-6/21) 

You  will  become  distraught  when 
you  find  that  the  Mexican  profes- 
sional wrestler  known  as  El 
Mascarilla  (The  Death  Mask)  is  ac- 
tually your  mom. 

Cancer 

(6/22-7/22) 

While  touring  Machu  Picchu,  you 
will  suddenly  remember  the  Alamo. 

Leo 

(7/23-8/22) 

You  will  lose  your  appetite  for  Swed- 
ish meatballs  when  you  see  your 
Aunt  Lucy  JELL-0  wrestling  with 
Mary  Tyler  More. 

Virgo 

(8/23-9/22) 

After  writing  a limerick  about  but- 


terflies and  rainbows,  you  will 
be  arrested  under  the  assump- 
tion that  you  are  a member  of 
Al  Qaeda. 

Libra 

(9/23-10/22) 

You  will  begin  to  have  reoccur- 
ring nightmares  about  Elvis. 
But  not  to  worry,  Teddy  Ruxpin 
will  save  the  day  by  riding  atop 
a My  Little  Pony. 

Scorpio 

(10/23-11/21) 

You  will  soon  discover  that 
Kazakhstan  is  truly  the  ninth 
largest  nation  in  the  world  in 
terms  of  area  when  Prime  Min- 
ister Daniyal  Akhmetov,  along 
with  many  of  your  loved  ones, 
makes  you  search  every 
square  millimeter  for  the  foun- 
tain of  youth. 

Sagittarius 

(11/22-12/21) 

You  will  create  your  own  horo- 
scope using  the  following 
words:  adopted  Vietnamese 
cousin,  Teenage  Mutant  Ninja 
Turtles,  machine  gun,  K-Y 
Jelly  and  wheel  chair.  We 
tried,  but  failed  miserably  in 
foreseeing  your  future.  Good 
luck. 
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Multiplex  delivers  holiday  cheer  before,  after  Christmas 


Photo  courtesy  of  Warner  Brothers 

Nothing  says  holiday  spirit  like  bonding  with  your  buddies  in  the  clink. 
Ocean's  12  reunites  cast  members  George  Clooney,  Elliott  Gould  and 
Brad  Pitt  from  Ocean's  11,  and  welcomes  newcomer,  Don  Cheadle. 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

The  weather?  Frightful.  Fire? 
Delightful.  No  place  to  go?  Uh,  how 
about  the  movies? 

The  holiday  season  brings  great, 
expansive  movies  that  have  big  bud- 
gets and  Oscar  bait.  This  holiday  is 
no  exception.  Here  are  ten  motion  pic- 
tures to  wrap  up  with  a big  bow  and 
give  to  yourself. 

Closer  (in  theatres):  Academy 
Award-winning  director  Mike  Nichols 
( The  Graduate , TV’s  Angels  in 
America)  brings  an  intricately  woven 
story  of  four  people,  their  relation- 
ships and  how  they  are  connected  to 
each  other.  The  film,  based  on  a play, 
is  gamering  strong  Oscar  consider- 
ation, particularly  for  supporting 
nods  for  Clive  Owen  and  Natalie 
Portman.  The  film  is  also  turning 
heads  because  of  the  “grown-up" 
role  Portman  plays:  a stripper.  Con- 
sidering her  hesitance  to  sexual  roles, 
Portman’s  performance  is  getting 
great  reviews,  nonetheless.  Similar  to 
the  portrayal  of  “gender  wars”  on  film 
in  his  Who 's  Afraid  of  Virginia  Woolf? 
and  Carnal  Knowledge , Mike 
Nichols'  film  is  getting  great  early 
buzz  and  reviews  are  strongly  posi- 
tive. 

Blade:  TVinity  (opens  today): 
Trinity  is  the  final  spawn  of  the  comic 
book  vampire  slayer  Blade.  The  film 
centers  on  Blade’s  continuing  fight 
against  vampires  as  the  world  is  still 
unaware  of  the  war.  However,  Blade 
is  now  under  the  gun  of  the  FBI  and 
is  forced  to  join  forces  with  a group 
of  human  vampire  hunters  known  as 
The  Nightstalkers.  This  marks  the 


feature  film  debut  for  WWE  Superstar 
Triple  H (aka  Paul  Michael  Levesque) 
as  bodyguard  to  the  leader  of  the  vam- 
pires, who  looks  to  awaken  the  king  of 
the  vampires:  Dracula.  Look  to  turn  off 
the  brain,  get  the  popcorn  and  enjoy 
this  piece  of  (hopefully)  brain  candy. 

The  Life  Aquatic  with  Steve 
Zissou  (12/10):  Bill  Murray  teams  up 
with  Rushmore  and  Royal  Tenenbauins 
writer  Wes  Anderson  to  bring  another 
quirky  film  to  the  big  screen.  Steve 
Zissou  (Murray)  leads  a team  of  ocean 
explorers  to  hunt  down  the  shark  that 
killed  his  partner  ( Moby  Dick-e sque?). 
Joining  Zissou  is  a man  claiming  to  be 
his  son  (Wes  Anderson-frequent  Owen 
Wilson),  an  alluring  journalist  (Cate 
Blanchett)  doing  a report  on  him  and 
Zissou’s  ex-wife — and  producer — 
Eleanor  (Angelica  Huston).  The  film 
looks  to  continue  Wes  Anderson’s 
brand  of  eccentricity  that  might  also  a 
Best  Actor  nomination  for  Murray. 


Ocean’s  Twelve  (12/10):  Director 
Steven  Soderbergh  brings  a sequel  to 
the  star-studded,  blockbuster  Ocean’s 
Eleven.  All  the  main  players  return  in- 
cluding George  Clooney,  Brad  Pitt  and 
Andy  Garcia.  Catherine  Zeta  Jones 
joins  the  cast  as  an  FBI  agent  tailing 
Pitt,  but  romance  intervenes.  Garcia  re- 
turns as  Terry  Benedict,  who  hasn’t  for- 
gotten Clooney  & Co.  stole  his  casino 
money — and  he  wants  it  back,  plus  in- 
terest. 

The  Aviator  (12/17):  Martin 
Scorsese  steps  off  the  mean  streets  to 
join  forces  again  with  Leonardo 
DiCaprio  with  a look  at  aviation  pio- 
neer Howard  Hughes.  The  film  focuses 
on  his  life  from  the  late  20s  through  the 
40s  and  his  ambition  to  create  an  inno- 
vative aircraft,  despite  his  disabling 
obsessive-compulsive  disorder.  Por- 
traying motion  picture  stars  and  celeb- 
rities of  the  time  are  Kate  Bcckinsale  as 
Ava  Gardner;  Gwen  Stefani  as  Jena 


Harlow;  and  Cate  Blanchett  as 
Katharine  Hepbum.  Of  personal  note, 
a niece  of  a family  friend  also  has  a role 
in  it:  Jane  Lynch  ( Tlte  Fugitive,  A 
Mighty  Wind)  plays  pilot  star  Amelia 
Earhart.  The  film  will  most  likely  prove 
once  again  that  Martin  Scorcese  de- 
serves what  he  does  not  have:  a Best 
Director  Oscar. 

Lemony  Snicket’s  A Series  of  Un- 
fortunate Events  (12/17):  Following  in 
the  steps  of  Harry  Potter.  Lemony 
Snicket  is  a series  of  books  that  got 
kids  doing  what  they  haven't  done  in 
awhile:  read.  Now,  the  books  are  mak- 
ing an  appearance  on  the  big  screen. 
Jim  Carrey  plays  a variety  of  charac- 
ters in  the  film,  including  the  mysteri- 
ous Count  Olaf.  The  film  has  orphan 
kids  who  go  from  foster  family  to  fos- 
ter family,  changing  families  after 
events  that  are. . . unfortunate.  Take  the 
kids — and  yourself — out  for  a treat. 

Spanglish  (12/17):  Writer/direc- 
tor James  L.  Brooks  (As  Good  As  It 
, Gets)  brings  another  dramedy  to  screen 
as  Adam  Sandler  continues  his  transi- 
tion from  goofball  to  serious  actor  as  a 
father  who  is  frustrated  by  his  wife's 
inability  (Tea  Leoni)  to  raise  their  chil- 
dren. So,  they  hire  a stunning  Mexican 
woman  (newcomer  Paz  Vega)  to  be 
nanny.  Sandler’s  character  falls  for  her 
but  in  the  end  its  all  about  the  children. 
Brooks  looks  to  continue  his  critically- 
acclaimed  screenplays  to  film,  includ- 
ing this  one. 

Meet  the  Fockers  (12/22):  The 
setup  for  Meet  the  Parents  was  great, 
but  the  pay-off  was  disappointing.  My 
opinion  aside,  the  film  was  a hit.  Now, 
Jack  Byrnes  (Robert  DeNiro)  and  his 


side  must  meet  the  parents  of  Gaylord 
“Greg’’  Focker  (Ben  Stiller).  Nutumlly, 
Focker  is  hesitant  about  it,  but  is  even 
more  so  about  the  meeting  because  of 
his  eccentric  parents:  Bemie  (Dustin 
Hoffman)  is  hyper-relaxed,  liberal  and 
downright  weird,  while  mom,  Rox  (Bar- 
bara Streisand),  is  a sex  therapist  ca- 
tering to  the  needs  of  senior  citizens, 
which  disillusions  tightly-wound,  con- 
servative Bymes.  It’ll  make  money  but 
can  it  improve  on  Parents' ? I guess 
we'll  have  to  see. 

Flight  of  the  Phoenix  (12/22):  A 
remake  of  a 1965  film  starring  Jimmy 
Stewart,  Phoenix  centers  around  sur- 
vivors of  a plane  crash  in  the  Mongo- 
lian desert,  desperate  to  escape  the 
horrid  conditions  by  attempting  to  re- 
build the  plane  that  is  in  shambles. 
Dennis  Quaid  takes  center  stage  as  the 
pilot,  and  is  joined  by  Giovanni  Ribisi, 
Miranda  Otto  (Eowyn  from  Lord  of  the 
Rings)  and  singer/actor  Tyrese.  This 
looks  to  be  an  adventure  thut  will,  de- 
spite no  where  being  able  to  top  the 
original,  bring  plenty  of  suspense  and 
thrills  to  moviegoers. 

Fat  Albert  (12/25):  Bill  Cosby's 
beloved  animated  characters  to  the  big 
screen  after  much  red  tape  and  compli- 
cations. Played  by  SNL  feature  player 
Kenan  Thompson,  Fat  Albert  and  his 
pals  fall  out  of  their  television  show 
into  the  modem  real  world.  The  film  is 
long  overdue,  but  may  end  up  being 
too  late.  How  many  people  remember 
it?  A ton.  Will  they  want  to  see  it? 
Maybe,  but  with  such  a crowded  field 
this  holiday  season,  Albert  may  get  lost 
in  the  pile.  On  the  other  hand,  it  opens 
on  the  coveted  Christmas  Day. 
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Crunch  time! 

SPRITE  Club  offers 
free  time  for  parents 
to  study,  kids  have  fun 


By  Jim  Ailocco 

Stressed  over  the  final  exams 
ahead,  student-parents  will  have  a 
chance  to  study  or  relax  this  Saturday 
as  their  children  have  fun. 

The  Student-Parents  Resolving 
Issues  and  Transcending  in  Education 
club,  better  known  as  SPRITE,  will  be 
hosting  the  SPRITE  Super  Santa  Sat- 
urday on  Dec.  1 1 from  1 1 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
on  the  Bridge. 

The  club  focuses  its  attention  on 
student-parents  and  their  children,  but 
everyone  is  welcome  to  this  big  event 
closing  out  the  semester,  said  club  ad- 
viser Bev  Cavanaugh. 

The  price  of  the  event  is  $15  per 
child  for  members  or  $20  per  child  for 
non-members,  but  the  tickets  are  a bar- 
gain when  everything  offered  through- 
out the  day.  said  Cavanaugh. 

The  cost  includes  a crafting  event; 
games  and  activities,  lunch;  a cookie 
decorating  contest;  entertainment  and 
pictures  with  Santa  and  Mrs.  Claus; 
and  music. 

"This  is  the  first  time  the  SPRITE 
club  has  thrown  an  event  of  this  size," 
said  club  president  LaToya  Johnson, 
but  they  are  expecting  a big  turnout  of 
at  least  60  people. 

“It's  not  just  for  students,”  she 
said.  “It’s  open  to  anyone  who  wants 
to  bring  children.” 

The  idea  behind  the  event  is  to 
give  student-parents  five  hours  of  free 
time  while  their  children  have  five  hours 


of  fun. 

“At  this  time  of  year  we  see 
children’s  behaviors  escalating,”  said 
Cavanaugh,  who  is  also  the  Early  Child- 
hood Center  coordinator. 

The  fall  event  is  a way  to  ease  the 
frustration  of  an  otherwise  overwhelm- 
ing week. 

Any  money  the  club  raises  will  go 
directly  towards  their  next  big  Satur- 
day event  set  right  before  final  exams 
of  the  spring  semester. 

SPRITE  club's  last  big  event,  the 
St.  Vincent  DePaul  clothing  drive, 
ended  very  successfully  with  over  30 
bags  turned  in,  Cavanaugh  reported. 

The  SPRITE  club  is  also  respon- 
sible for  red  ribbon  and  blue  ribbon 
weeks,  which  raise  awareness  of  drug 
abuse  and  child  abuse. 

“We’re  a family-oriented  club," 
says  Cavanaugh.  “Many  of  the  stu- 
dents are  parents.  We  make  sure  there 
is  something  here  for  them.” 

The  SPRITE  club  is  always  look- 
ing for  more  members,  says 
Cavanaugh. 

"Considering  the  amount  of  stu- 
dents with  family  concerns,  I don't 
understand  why  they  are  not  joining,” 
she  said. 

"This  club  was  created  for  that 
group  of  people  to  fit  into.  Too  many 
students  come  here,  go  to  class  and 
go  home." 

Anyone  interested  can  contact 
Cavanaugh  at  bcavanau@jjc.edu. 
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Gates  of  Fire 
tells  tale  of 
heroism  in 
ancient  battle 

By  Luke  Homberger 

Gates  of  Fire  recounts  the  extraor- 
dinary story  of  the  battle  of 
Thermopylae,  one  of  the  most  famous 
ancient  battles  and  what  some  have 
argued  as  the  salvation  of  western  civi- 
lization before  its  birth. 

Shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  fifth 
century  B.C.,  Emperor  Xerxes  of  Persia 
commanded  an  empire  that  stretched 
from  the  eastern  Mediterranean  Sea  to 
want  is  present  day  Nepal,  and  had 
amassed  the  mightiest  army  the  world 
had  ever  seen  (nearly  five-million  men, 
all  told).  Having  conquered  the  Middle 
East,  Xerxes  then  turned  his  stout  am- 
bition eastward,  toward  the  rest  of  the 
Mediterranean  and  Europe. 

The  only  civilization  barring  entry 
to  the  European  continent  was  the 
fledgling  democracy  of  Greece.  With 
the  approach  of  the  seemingly  infinite 
army  of  Persia,  the  Grecian  community 
had  to  organize  and  unify,  or  be  in- 
vaded and  enslaved. 

The  only  chance  Greece  had  was 
to  slow  the  Persian's  advance,  and  the 
most  opportune  location  was  a narrow 
pass  on  the  western  edge  of  the  penin- 
sula. 

A battle  forced  here  would  make 
the  Persians  ‘funnel’  their  troops  into 
a constricted  battlefield  and  so  elimi- 
nate any  advantage  they  might  other- 
wise have  in  numbers. 

The  undoubted  military  leaders  of 
Greece  were  the  Spartans,  still  revered 
today  as  the  most  proficient,  organized 
and  disciplined  soldiers  the  world  has 
known.  King  Leonidas  volunteered 
himself  and  his  three  hundred  best 
warriors  for  the  suicide  mission,  know- 
ing it  would  be  for  the  greater  good  of 
his  country. 

It  was  at  Thermopylea,  the  "Hot 
Gates",  that  this  finely  honed  and 
fiercely  honorable  group  would  hold 
back  the  invaders  long  enough  to  give 
the  other  armies  of  Greece  a few  vital 
days  to  rally  a larger  defense  against 
the  Asian  hordes. 

Aided  initially  by  troops  from  sev- 
eral other  Greek  districts,  the  Spartans 
and  their  king  made  the  final  stand  by 
themselves.  The  Spartans  died  to  the 
last  man  defending  their  homeland, 
even  when  offered  quarter  by  the  Per- 
sian king. 

The  lives  lost  at  the  hot  gates  were 
not  in  vain,  though.  After  the  antici- 
pated defeat  at  Thermopylae,  the 
Greeks  rallied  and  eventually  drove  the 
Persians  from  their  land. 

Pressfield  lays  before  the  reader 
an  ingenious  novel,  carefully  re- 
searched and  historically  accurate,  ex- 
plaining Spartan  culture  in  all  of  its 
glory,  humor,  brutality  and  philosophy. 

The  contrast  between  the  comic- 
book heroism  of  Polynikes  and  the 
philosophic  Dienekes  works  to  enrich 
the  traditional  concept  of  the  unfeel- 
ing Spartan  and  offers  the  reader  char- 
acters with  which  he  or  she  can  iden- 
tify. 

Courageous  and  patriotic,  these 
Spartans  are  ultimately  human,  full  of 
doubts  and  longings,  but  heroic  in  their 
ability  to  overcome  their  weaknesses. 

The  result  is  a fascinating  tale  full 
of  intense  imagery  that  mixes  historic 
fact  and  the  author's  own  creative  lib- 

On  one  level  there's  a war  story 
written  with  great  pace  and  excitement; 
on  another,  there's  a ruminative  tale  of 
man’s  capacity  for  honor,  heroism  and 
self-sacrifice. 
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Will  County  high  school  art  talent  on  display 


By  Stephanie  Plenner 

There  is  nothing  quite  like  the  al- 
lurement of  new  and  young  talent, 
which  has  yet  to  be  truly  discovered 
and  nurtured. 

As  I strolled  through  the  current 
exhibit  in  the  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art  gal- 
lery (second  floor  of  J-building),  1 felt 
as  if  I was  walking  down  memory  lane. 
The  works  of  art  in  this  exhibit  are  pro- 
duced from  students  from  1 1 Will 
County  high  schools. 

The  similarities  in  the  different  art 
works  are  breathtaking.  The  works  dis- 
played in  the  gallery  are  very  similar  to 
those  that  many  of  our  fellow  students 
produced  when  we  attended  high 
school 

First  of  all,  it  is  the  fresh  ideas  with 
the  unknown  limits  of  their  talent, 
which  reappear  in  each  high  school  art 
exhibit  throughout  the  years.  High 
school  is  the  age  of  innocence,  where 
dreams  arc  just  starting  to  stimulate  the 


Photo  by  Amanda  Stofko 

Jennifer  Sanford  admires  Sharon  Pomranky's  picture  titled  “Bethany. " 

mind.  Inspiration  transpires  limitless  As  well  as  inner  inspiration,  that 
from  family,  friends  and  pets  without  flows  out  of  the  mind  onto  a chosen 
the  need  to  search  for  a muse.  canvas  with  ease.  One  can  only  hope 


the  unique  vision  that  enchants 
these  chosen  minors  will  stay  with 
them  as  life  progresses.  To  have  the 
ability  to  turn  a vision  into  reality  is 
a rare  talent,  which  should  be  held 
onto  as  long  as  possible. 

The  44  works  in  the  exhibition 
were  selected  by  art  instructors. 
From  these  submissions,  14  stu- 
dents were  selected  by  full-time 
Joliet  Junior  College  studio  art  fac- 
ulty to  receive  special  recognition, 
an  Award  of  Excellence,  for  their 
outstanding  work. 


Kat  Kan  Help 

Dear  Kat, 

I have  a problem  relative. 
This  person  who  I will  call 
Samantha,  likes  to  start  argu- 
ments with  me.  I have  a hot 
temper  and  Samantha  knows  it. 
An  argument  starts  others  get 
involved  and  the  family  gather- 
ing turns  into  a war  zone. 
Samantha  will  be  over  for  the 
holidays  as  usual.  I have  tried 
to  talk  my  mom  into  not  inviting 
Samantha  and  her  family.  My 
mom  would  not  have  any  of  it. 
With  the  holiday  season  coming 
up,  how  can  I avoid  my  trouble- 
some relative  without  ruining  my 
holiday  season? 

Kelly 

Dear  Kelly, 

Well  I think  the  saying  "cat 
got  your  tongue”  can  come  into 
play  here.  You  cannot  control 
your  relative  but  you  can  con- 
trol you.  If  Samantha  tries  to 
start  something  with  you,  keep 
quiet,  hold  your  tongue,  walk 
away  and  go  to  another  room, 
take  some  deep  breaths  and 
cool  off  for  a while.  If  possible 
try  to  avoid  Samantha;  I am 
sure  that  there  are  other  rela- 
tives that  you  can  talk  to.  When 
Samantha  sees  that  she  is  not 
getting  the  rise  she  usually  does 
out  of  you  like  she  does  every 
year  maybe  she  will  back  off. 
If  she  does  not,  go  to  your  mom, 
or  one  of  Samantha’s  family 
members  and  tell  them  what  is 
going  on.  I am  sure  your  family 
wants  a happy  peaceful  gath- 
ering as  much  as  you  do.  Best 
of  luck  and  Happy  Holidays. 
Kat 


Km  Kan  Help  is  a 
monthly  advice  column 
designed  to  answer  student 
questions  about  school,  life 
or  anything  else.  Kat  is  a 
student,  not  a professional, 
but  she  will  do  her  best  to 
answer  your  questions. 

Send  questions  to 
KatKanHelp@hotmail.com 


Eastern  Illinois  University 


Transfer  to  Eastern. . . 


£as"«n  is  sencos  arc  Lit  otr  cofrrmlfrvent  tu  translw  students  - you  inavs  up  35  perosnt  c i 
ccr  siijo^nt  pcptislicnl  So,  yuu  gr.e  us  the  newt  cojpte  ot  years  and  wb’H  qvp  yt*J  8 Ite  V<Tvte 
you're  he-e,  you'll  get  an  wiucolfcn  trem  a laciily  who  law:  lh~r  part  o!  I he  cominlrnent  very’ 
Rue,  you  o&t  * lends  and  ciim  and  an  iraedHe  sta*t  co  yow  eucosss-V  Mitre. 
Eastern  oWorc 

• aiesoge  class  sue  of  22  students 

• lufi  accsrCarwe  o’  lire  Hr  os  ArtKulallon  hUBttva  end  tie  AsecosSa  in  Arts.  Assooate  In 
Frte  Aria,  /toso:ia!e  m Science,  end  A&so date  in  Sciecco  ar.d  Arls  decrees 

• courses  laugttt  by  reentry  canmtied  to  student  success 

• cog  ol  the  best  educations  sizinrt  -cos  of  America's  Bam  Collages  as  reported  ter  the 
tourth  straight  year  by  U S Wbm  and  l Yarti  Report. 

Because  transfer  students  are  EIU  too! 

To  learn  more  abort  why  Eastern  line*?  UYw.w,jty  Is  the  port  ret  place  1o  ccntrruo 
your  edtbaUcrv  cal!  ou  Trans**  Re  kat  boa  Cfflce  today  at  1 -800-292-571 1 or 
vtefl  us  on  lh»  web  at  www.slii.sdu/--traiwfsr,  Youl  to  glad  you  did 


When  you 

transfer  to  

DcPauls  School 
of  Computer  Science, 
telecommunications  and 
Information  Systems  (we  call 
it  CTI),  you’re  entering  the 
largest  technology  program  in 
the  country.  Which  means  if 
you  know  what  you're  interested 
in.  sve  have  a degree  for  you. 

And  if  you  don't  know  what 
you're  interested  in,  well,  we 


YOU  HAVE  A LOT  OF 

OPTIONS  NOW. 

AND  EVEN  MORE 

LAfter 

(graduation. 


have  plenty  ot 

choices  to  help 

you  figure  it  out. 
Plus,  Chicago  is  filled  with 
CTI  graduates  who  can  help 
yon  throughout  your  career 
with  everything  from  intern- 
ships to  networking.  After  all, 
your  options  shouldn't  end  just 
because  your  classes  do. 

^DePaulIIniversity 

SCHOOL  OF  COMPUTER  SOENCE. 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  AND 
INFORMATION  SYSTEMS 


For  more  information  visit  depaul.edu/cticommunitycollege 
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Play  us  a song  piano  man 

‘Musica  Viva’  concert  features  pianist  Gregory  Martin 


Commentary 


By  Brittany  Keeperman 

Sunday  afternoon,  Nov.  24,  the 
JJC  "Musica  Viva”  presented  a won- 
derful show  in  the  Fine  Arts  theatre. 
About  55-60  people  came  to  this  per- 
formance featuring  pianist  Gregory 
Martin. 

Martin  attended  the  University 
of  Cincinnati  College  Conservatory 
of  Music,  where  he  studied  with  Wil- 
liam Black  and  earned  a degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Music. 

He  graduated  valedictorian  and 
received  a Masters  in  Music  from  In- 
diana University,  where  he  is  cur- 
rently working  toward  his  doctorate. 

He  has  also  served  as  associate 


instructor  of  piano  at  Indiana  Univer- 
sity for  five  years  and  is  the  school  of 
music’s  accompanying  coordinator. 

Starting  at  3 p.m.  sharp,  Martin 
confidently  strode  to  the  Baldwin  pi- 
ano, centered  artistically  center  stage, 
bowed  and  started.  Lively  music  filled 
the  room  as  an  intensely  focused  Mar- 
tin played. 

As  he  finished  his  piece,  he 
smoothly  got  up,  took  a bow,  and 
walked  off  stage  in  a rain  of  loud  ap- 
plause. He  returned  several  seconds 
later  and  began  his  second  piece 

This  piece  lasted  for  about  1 5 min- 
utes and  the  audience  was  let  a brief 
intermission 

After  the  5 -10  minute  intermis- 
sion. The  lights  dimmed  dramatically 


once  again 
as  Martin 
walked  on 
stage.  He 
bowed  as 
the  audi- 


p 1 a u d e d 
loudly  and 
seated  him- 
self at  the  piano.  He  began  a light  airy 
piece  "Ballade  in  G minor  op  24  com- 
posed by  Edvard  Grieg  in  (1843-  1897). 
The  piece  lasted  about  15  minutes  and 
then  he  began  his  final  piece. 

With  flying  hands  and  an  obvious 
deep  concentration  he  finished  the 
piece  with  a flourish,  stood,  bowed  and 
exited  stage  quickly. 


If  you  missed  this  concert,  JJC  will  be 
having  more  musical  events: 

~W  JJC  Chamber  Singers,  Madri-Gala,  Friday,  Dec. 

1 0,  at  7:30,  in  the  Main  dining  Hall;  JJC  percussion 
ensemble 

| Tuesday,  Dec.  14  at  7:30;  and  JJC  community 
Chorale  Concert,  Sunday,  Dec.  1 9 at  3:00  pm. 


All  events  are  held  at  the  fine  arts  theatre  unless  otherwise  noted. 
For  information  regarding  fine  arts  events  call  arts  line  at  (815) 
280-ARTS. 


!*•  ywr  Auocblo  Dnjroe  b Dm  mil  tail  stti  a Bodnbrt  Qo?w  ham  Ctay  Uofrosty 
(Xr  tubes  ail  bdndogy  prajnm  fl  ysu  srfnUo  wto  ctsnn  cflwd  dip,  ctfts  art  ratanb 
endo  ad  mhn  «i  oavnW  fccttns  nor  vstwo  you  U a irak  you  cm  ton  ■Jorfcijo  ef 
Of  yam  rant  piapiTE  CU  tid  nri  flrstto  aiuAta  rrtw  pn  Id  am  3 fevrtfcrt  Dl^ai  m 1U1  tain. 
Thai  old  lo  I Bin  n ktatak  Day 01  Iron  cu  Ma  Gmfato  Sdwd  at  ttmjanrt  wry,  sail  turn  jar 

nj  to  aorta  lhad  Kb  ycutotio  Icfi 

Call  886-8S3-7SI0 

to  mu?  rtjTTBtm  ateut  tie  tatftore  Idol  beta 
AiMicn  Chtejj  Curt*  Lxp  MsaMb.lM 

fepatfh  Otoe  Cakfeot*  TrtejPak 

Or  ir.  at  (nrrtrr3d»Tysili 


DeVry  V7 

University 


Although  fc  amine,  u a big  pan  of 
ntut  you  v,*  do  at  Benedictine 
Uonenit);  it  it  not  all  that  you  will 
do.  Yoa  can  join  a audmt 
organization,  make  nrw  fbcodt,  get 
civohrd  in  ccenmunjtv  se trice,  five  on 
campus,  ptay  sports  . . . Icim  more  by 
ccoiacting  ut  teday! 


Benedictine 

University 


tain  us  SmtuiAmy.  Immuary  & tar 

Spring  Open  House 

Design  ad  for  tranafer  atatiaata,  hlgfc 
actaool  atmleflta  omd  their  famllloe 


o a«  tw»  tn**»  h n wnr  u-ra;  cwtbm  m i me  a a*  an 

uroiaauuiiar/ oaQt  t vanbietuj 


HWidfvry.tdu 


(630)  829-6300  • admlsslons@ben.edu  • www.ben.edu/Jc 


North  Central  College 

W0 ill I, lii.' v 9: 


Where  will  you  contmutsyour  life’s  workfi 


NORTH  CINTRAlB  Co  UXGl 


si  tnijlr  an  iaSvitiuil  imuitmer 
ibjur  'vm  v 'u  4w.  on  w crntMl. 1 


I iisi.l-'rcriiS'-tL-'N  I. 
■.'Ut  wchitc  it*uu'i»i'iri.riti 


Wrap  up  a holiday  job 
without  using  any  paper 

Give  yoursell  a [11(16  something  extra  lo  make  Hie  season  buglil.  You  can  ejrn 
some  exlia  money  with  a seasonal  job  01  UPS  me  best  pari  is,  we’ve  made 
il  easiei  than  ever  lo  gel  the  process  going.  lo  streamline  our  system,  UPS 
uses  online  web-based  technology  lo  simplify  the  employment  process  and 
have  you  enter  youi  data  jusl  once  Our  systems  will  link  your  information, 
every  slpp  ol  the  way 

Now  Hiring 

SEASONAL  PART-TIME  PACKAGE  HANDLERS 

★ Hodgkins  UPS  • 1-55  ft  1-294,  South  Suburbs  ★ 

Evening  Shift  • 10:00pm  - 3:00am 
Sunrise  Shill  • 3:30am  - 8;30am 
Day  Shill  • 9:30am-3:30pm 
Twilight  Shift  • 5;00pm-10:00pm 
(shift  times  are  approximate) 

Our  Seasonal  Package  Handlers  enjoy  weekends  b holidays  oil,  receive 
weekly  paychecks,  have  consistent  work  schedules  and  earn  S8.50  per  hour, 
with  potential  lor  permanent  job  placemen!  in  the  New  Year. 

Permanent,  Part-Time  Package  Handlers  receive 
as  much  as  $23,000*  in  College  Financial  Assistance 
Find  out  how  you  can  quality. 

To  learn  more  about  Seasonal  Part-Time  Package  Handler  Opportunities  and 
the  UPS  Earn  and  learn’  Program  at  Joliet  Junior  College,  please  contact 
Essence  Brass  at: 

708.387.3471 

or  inquire  online  at 

www.upsjobs.com/chicago 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer  • 'Program  guidelines  apply 


Your  college  oxpcrici 
aspect  of  who  yoii  will 
we’re  not  just  talking 
tei  m papers. 

I W A 

Think  your  life’s  wort:  begm  when  you 
graduate  from  college?  Tnink  again  It  begins 
in  tamest  Mien  you  chaise  your  college." 

Continue  your  education  at  a place  where 
people  put  you  at  tlie  center  of  everything 
they  do. 

North  Central  offers : 

•j  smooth  transfer  of  credits 
•over  50  majors  from  which  to  choose 
•academic  scholarships  & need-based  grants 
•an  excellent  location  for  internships  A jobs 


Nordi  Central  will  bt  atlJC  ou 


Thursday.  December  9:  10-1 
n the  concourse 
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Your  Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore’s 
End  Of  Semester  Book  Buyback! 


Main  Campus 

Pom  Campus  jjnj| 

Thursday,  December  9th 8:00  am  to  6:45  pm 

Wednesday,  December  15th 6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 

Friday,  December  10th 8:00  am  to  3:00  pm 

Saturday,  December  11th....  8:00  am  to  1:00  pm 

“0"  Mall  Concourse 

Monday  thru  Thursday  - December  13th  -16th 
8:00  am  to  6:45  pm 

Monday  thru  Thursday  - December  13th  - 16th 

Friday,  December  17th  8:00  am  to  2:00  pm 

9:00  am  to  6:30  pm 

“If  your  book  came  with  a CD(s)  or  other  materials,  please  bring  EVERYTHING  plus  the  BOOK  to  Buyback!” 


The  JJC  Bookstore  Wishes  You  and  Your  Family  a Safe  and  Happy  Holiday  Season!  The  Bookstore  will  be  Closed  for  the 
Holiday  Break  December  24th  thru  January  2nd.  Online  orders  will  be  processed  and  sent  out  starting  January  3rd! 

“In  addition  to  these  posted  dates,  your  JJC  Bookstore  buys  back  books  every  business  day!” 


Spring  2005  Books 
Available  Now! 

Order  Yours  at 

v\wjjctiocMorex5Mii 

for  Home  Delivery  Between 


Sale! 

All  In  Stock  JJC  Clothing 

20%  Off! 


December  6th  and  January 28th 

Pay  Only 
$2.95 

For  Shipping! 


Sweatshirts,  T/Shirts,  Hats, 
Shorts,  and  Previously 
Reduced  Clothing  Items! 
December  8th  thru  18th  Only! 
Quantities  Limited  - Prior  Sales  Excluded 
Sorry , No  Hold  Orders 


Your  Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 

1215  Houbolt  Rd.  (J/Building) 

Joliet,  Illinois  60431 
815-280-6767 
bookstore@jjc.edu 
wwYV.jjcbookstore.com 


Clearance! 


Remaining 


Holiday  Trim 
& Decorations 


25%  Off 

While  Quantities 
Last! 

Prior  Sales  Excluded 
No  Hold  Orders 


Bookstore  Hours 
Monday  * Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Fridays  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 
Saturdays,  December  11th  & 18th 
8:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
Please  visit  our  website  at 
www.jjcbookstore.com 
for  “Extended”  Hours  in  January! 


SPORTS 
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Women’s  basketball  retains 
Thanksgiving  Classic  champs  title 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

If  there  ever  was  a chance  for  the 
JJC  women’s  basketball  team  to  domi- 
nate the  NJCAA  Championship,  it  is 
right  now.  With  Jillian  Montgomery 
and  Heather  Graefnitz  on  the  roster, 
the  Wolves  have  been  easing  their 
way  to  success. 

The  Lady  Wolves  took  a 66-56 
win  on  Saturday,  Dec.  4,  against 
Morton  College  in  a non-conference 
match.  It  was  the  second  time  the 
Wolves  defeated  Morton  this  year. 

In  the  second  half,  the  Lady 
Wolves  dominated  Morton  offen- 
sively and  defensively.  Montgomery 
recorded  15  points  and  12  rebounds 
for  the  game  high.  Of  those  15  points, 
3 were  key  free  throws  in  the  last 
minute  of  the  game  that  helped  JJC 
steal  the  win. 

Graefnitz,  a 5’8”  freshman  guard, 
recorded  12  points  and  was  a key 
playmaker  during  the  game.  With 


Graefnitz  sharp  shooting  and 
Montgomery’s  rebounding  ability,  the 
Lady  Wolves  will  continue  to  be  con- 
sistent. 

The  Lady  Wolves  hosted  the 
Thanksgiving  Tournament  on  Nov.  26- 
27  and  took  advantage  of  the  home 
court  advantage  by  finishing  as  tour- 
nament champions. 

The  Wolves  opened  the  tourna- 
ment with  a surprising  94-59  defeat  over 
Morton  College. 

The  Lady  Wolves  were  lead  by 
Graefnitz  with  17  points,  Jenna 
Barghahn  had  15  points  and  4 steals, 
while  Montgomery  recorded  13. 

The  Wolves  were  rewarded  with 
the  championship  title  after  a 70-62 
defeat  over  Kishwaukee  College.  The 
Lady  Wolves  have  now  been  Thanks- 
giving Classic  champs  for  two  straight 
years. 

Graefnitz  and  Montgomery  each 
recorded  16  points  in  the  title  game. 


while  Barghahn  had  1 1.  Montgomery 
also  added  14  rebounds.  Graefnitz  was 
named.  MVP  of  the  tournament. 

Their  current  record  is  6-3.  The 
Wolves  took  on  Illinois  Valley  Commu- 
nity College  on  Tuesday.  Dec  7.  See 
the  JJC  web  page  for  results. 


Home  game 
schedule 

December  21 

Wilbur  Wright  College 
Home  @ 5 p.m. 

January  12 
Millikin  University  JV 
Home  @ 7 p.m. 

January  18 

William  Rainey  Harper  College 
Home  @ 5 p.m. 


TRANSFER  TO 
USF  WITH  EASE! 


At  the  Uol*ersity  of  St.  Frauds  more  than  60%  of  our  students  are 
adult  and  transfer  students,  just  like  you!  We  know  that  as  a transfer 
student  YOU  deserve  a high  quality  education  that  fits  into  your  life. 

■ Choose  from  60  areas  of  undergraduate  study  or  3 adult  degree- 
completion  programs 

■ Accelerate  your  degree  with  credit  for  life  oupoiloflct 

- Apply  for  leMtous  Klntanhips  iust  for  transfer  students 

• dulld  a florlble  srhedale  - classes  are  held  days,  esreilnps.  and 
. weekends.  We  em  offer  online  courses. 

• Wort  with  caring  faulty  who  Invest  In  Tool 

CALL  US  TODAY  AT 

(800)  735-7500 


UNIVERSITY  OF 

ST.  FRANCIS 


One  night  a week 

could  change  your  life. 

Trinity  Christian  College-Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 


Coll  us  today  al  706.239.4768  loi  more  information  and  to  receive  a no  obligation  Iranscnpl  evaluation 


»i  Trinity™ 


(OMENTUM  FOR  LIFE 


Phone  708.739.4768  fa  708  m 3983 


vwrw.»my.#fltVa(iul6rtH0i« 


Draft  pick  Curry 
nothing  but  a 
bunch  of  ‘Bull’ 

How  much  longer  will  Bulls  fans 
have  to  pul  up  with  this  nonsense?  At 
the  start  of  every  new  NBA  season, 

Eddy  Curry  is  supposed  to  break  out 
and  evolve  into  that  great  player  he  was 
supposed  to  be.  Every  year  we  hear  the 
same  thing.  Every  year  Bulls  fans  re- 
main disappointed.  In  recent  weeks,  the 
question  asking  how  much  longer  can 
Chicago  take  of  Eddy  Curry  has 
changed  somewhat.  Now  the  question 
appears  to  be,  how  much  more  of  Chi- 
cago can  Eddy  Curry  take? 

After  sitting  out  the  first  two  games 
of  the  regular  season  due  to  suspen- 
sion, Curry  scored  only  three  points 
and  had  six  rebounds  in  his  first  game 
of  the  season,  back  on  Tuesday,  Nov. 

9.  If  that  wasn’t  bad  enough,  immedi- 
ately after  Curry’s  poor  night,  his  agents 
revealed  to  a Chicago  newspaper  that 
he  wants  to  be  traded  from  the  Bulls  as 
soon  as  possible. 

"Eddy’s  in  a no-win  situation,’’ 

Darren  White  (Curry's  agent)  said. 

’’The  media  in  Chicago  have  really 
beaten  this  young  man  up,  but  statis- 
tics show  he’s  gotten  better.  The  city  is 
tired  of  losing,  and  Eddy  has  become 
the  pin  cushion.  “I’m  asking  for  a trade 
now  so  we  can  get  the  most  out  of  this 
season  for  this  young  man,”  White 
added.  "I’m  looking  at  his  future.” 

After  the  newspaper  story  broke 
about  Cuny's  wanting  out,  John  Paxon 
revealed  he  wasn't  pleased  with  how 
Cuny’s  agents  went  public.  After  Paxon 
confronted  Curry  in  person  about  the 
newspaper  story,  Curry  cowardly 
stated  that  his  agents  were  wrong  and 
that  he  wants  to  stay  with  the  Bulls. 

"I  just  don't 

want  Eddy  or  any  _ , 

other  young  Curry  s entire  NBA  career  is 

player  on  our  0ne  horrendous  slump. ..because 


talk  to  Eddy  Curry’s  people,  they  will 
tell  you  that  everything  is  the  media's 
fault,  and  that  we  are  too  hard  on  him. 
When  your  team  is  losing  continuully, 
and  the  individual  who  is  suppose  to 
be  one  of  your  star  players  (and  is  get- 
ting paid  like  a star)  doesn't  show  that 
he’s  committed  to  winning,  how  can 
we  not?  Curry’s  cell  phone  ringing  in 
the  locker  room  last  year  is  a prime  ex- 
ample that  sticks  out. 

Curry  has  been  horrendous  for 
the  majority  of  his  NBA  career.  Any 
sane  person  will  realize  that.  To  his 
defense,  however,  I find  it  hard  to  fault 
an  individual  for  deciding  to  skip  col- 
lege and  take  the  money  by  entering 
the  NBA.  I can,  however,  blame  the 
foolish  scouts  that  regularly  imprinted 
on  his  brain  that  he  is  going  to  be  a 
huge  slar  in  the  league.  Would  it  not 
seem  logical,  and  easy  for  Curry  to 
assume  success  will  come  his  way,  all 
without  having  to  work  hard? 


team  looking  for 
the  easy  way  out, 
thinking  that  it’s 
going  to  be  differ- 
ent somewhere 
else,"  Paxson  ' 

said.  "There's  only  one  way  to  be  suc- 
cessful and  that  is  to  buy  into  what  the 
organization  is  trying  to  do  and  work 
hard  and  become  a better  player.  If  he 
does  that,  good  things  will  happen  for 
him." 

For  some  reason,  why  do  I have 
the  gut  feeling  that  Curry  knew  exactly 
what  was  going  to  be  printed  in  the 
newspaper  the  night  before?  It’s  real 
easy  to  have  someone  else,  such  as 
agents  step  up  and  do  all  the  talking 
for  you  in  a newspaper.  Yet  when  Paxon 
approaches  Curry  later  that  day,  Curry 
proudly  states  he  didn’t  know  about 
that  article,  and  that  he  wants  to  remain 
a Bull. 

The  bottom  line  is  Eddy  Curry  is 
not  fit  to  be  an  NBA  player.  He  was 
foolishly  told  by  the  Jerry  Krauses  of 
the  world  that  he  will  be  the  next  big 
thing  in  the  NBA.  These  days,  playing 
in  the  NBA  is  not  all  about  being  a great 
basketball  player.  Sadly,  it  seems  to  be 
more  to  be  all  about  the  benjamins.  Curry 
has  shown  his  true  colors,  prior  to  the 
start  of  the  season.  How  many  years 
have  the  Bulls  insisted  that  he  lose  his 
excess  weight?  With  2004-2005  being 
his  contract  year,  is  it  any  coincidence 
that  he  all  of  a sudden  decided  to  get  in 
shape  and  lose  over  thirty  pounds? 

Those  who  support  Curry  state 
that  he  works  hard  and  wants  to  be  the 
best  basketball  player  possible.  If  you 


he  decided  to  eat  less  big  macs 
and  chicken,  he  suddenly  is 
worth  $86  million? 


What  I can  fault  Eddy  for  is,  de- 
spite how  horrendous  he  has  played 
through  his  career,  that  he  clearly  is  all 
about  the  money.  Prior  to  the  NBA  pre- 
season, Curry's  agents  made  a con- 
tract proposal  to  the  Bulls,  something 
in  the  likes  of  a six  year,  $86  million. 
Was  anyone  surprised  that  the  Bulls 
never  returned  a counteroffer  to 
Curry’s  camp? 

Curry’s  entire  NBA  career  is  one 
horrendous  slump.  He  has  been  over- 
weight, and  only  during  a contract 
year  does  he  decide  to  lose  the  weight. 
Because  he  decided  to  eat  less  big  macs 
and  chicken,  he  suddenly  is  worth  $86 
million? 

Sadly,  Eddy  Curry  is  not  alone  in 
the  NBA.  There  are  too  many  other 
foolish  kids  who  skip  college  and  turn 
pro.  They  all  do  it  for  the  same  rea- 
son... foolish  scouts  telling  them  they 
are  great  and  will  be  impact  players  in 
the  league.  Only  a small  handful  of 
players  have  jumped  from  high  school 
to  the  pros  and  were  successful.  Kobe 
Bryant,  Kevin  Garnett,  Lebron  James 
are  only  a few  names.  But  most  kids 
are  not  that  lucky.  Eddy  Curry  is  not 
going  to  be  lucky. 

If  you’re  bad,  you’re  bad.  But  to 
be  bad,  while  showing  you  don't  show 
a lot  of  care  is  unacceptable.  Curry  eas- 
ily accepted  $ 10.4  million,  yet  he  hasn’ t 
earned  any  of  it.  What  a steal. 
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Former  football  star  wows  Purdue 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

Former  JJC  graduate,  Rob 
Ninkovich,  has  been  breaking  football 
records  at  Purdue  University,  which  is 
something  he  also  accomplished  dur- 
ing the  03’-04’  Wolves  season. 

Ninkovich  graduated  in  04'  from 
JJC  and  has  continued  his  success  at 
Purdue  University  in  West  Lafeycttc, 
Ind. 

He  signed  with  Purdue  after  his 
sophomore  football  season  ended  last 
year.  He  originally  was  recruited  to  be 
a tight  end.  but  his  defensive  talent  and 
determination  moved  him  back  to  de- 
fensive end. 

"Going  to  JJC  definitely  helped 
Purdue  pursue  me,"  Ninkovich  said 
about  his  decision  to  attend  JJC.  “I 
have  turned  my  grades  around  and 
have  two  years  of  college  experience 
over  the  incoming  freshman  and  sopho- 
mores." 


Commentary 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Professional  sports  are  beginning 
to  look  like  Hulk  Hogan  after  a steel 
cage  match:  bloody,  bruised  and  with 
a big,  fat  black  eye.  With  recent  "scan- 
dals" rocking  the  sports  world,  ques- 
tions are  being  asked.  1 will  try  to  an- 

On  Monday.  Nov.  15,  the  intro  to 
ABC's  Monday  Night  Football  for  the 
Eagles  vs.  Cowboys  showed  Philadel- 
phia wide  receiver  Terrell  Owens  in  the 
locker  room,  attempting  to  make  his 
way  to  the  game.  However,  he  is 
stopped  by  Desperate  Housewives  star 
Nicollctte  Sheridan,  who  is  draped  only 
in  a towel.  She  begs  him  to  stay  with 
her;  he  refuses — until  she  drops  the 
towel.  The  vignette  (a  cross-promotion 
between  ABC’s  Monday  anchor  MNF 
and  their  breakout  hit  Desperate 
Housewives)  drew  the  ire  of  the  coaches 
and  executive  "big  wigs"  of  the  NFL. 
Many  cited  the  lewdness  of  the  video; 
this  sort  of  thing  doesn't  belong  on 
public  airwaves.  Some  even  went  to 
criticize  it  for  it  being  an  African  Ameri- 
can man  and  a white  woman,  saying 
that  interracial  relationships  are  inap- 
propriate and  should  not  be  promi- 
nently and  positively  displayed  for  the 
public’s  viewing.  Additionally,  it  was 
parents  who  showed  the  most  outrage, 
stating  that  when  he  and/or  she  sat 
down  with  their  children  to  watch  foot- 
ball, their  children  were  exposed.  Much 
of  this  criticism  came  from  a hypocriti- 
cal organization  that  sells  time  for  ad- 
vertisements involving  alcohol  and 
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Rob  Ninkovich 


The  6'3",  253  pound,  true  junior 
has  wowed  Purdue's  program  and  the 
millions  of  people  watching  him.  He  has 
received  a tremendous  amount  of  me- 
dia attention,  as  well  as  playing  time. 

During  his  JJC  career,  Ninkovich 


scantily  clad  women.  Furthermore,  the 
NFL  has  plenty  of  teams  with  midriff- 
baring  cheerleaders  doing  acrobatic — 
and  quite  flexible — maneuvers  that  can 
and  should  also  be  criticized  as  well. 
But  will  they?  No.  For  the  NFL  proved 
that  they  are  the  biggest  of  hypocrites, 
condemning  something  harmless  and 
natural.  Also,  it  is  very  much  reality.  In 
recent  years,  there  has  been  a surge  of 
interracial  relationships  in  this  coun- 
try. some  leading  to  marriage.  The  in- 
dignation drawn  up  over  this  minute, 
insignificant  happening  was  over- 
blown. Was  it  racy  ? Yes.  Too  racy?  In 
myopinion.no.  But  it  is  over  and  done 
with.  And  the  National  Football  League 
will  continue  to  sell  advertising  time  to 
beer  companies  that  will  air  footage  of 
gorgeous,  barely-clothed  women  serv- 
ing booze.  And  what  do  they  show 
when  they  return  from  a commercial 
break?  Cheerleaders! 

Another  incident  occurred  a few 
weeks  later  when,  during  an  NBA  game 
between  the  Detroit  Pistons  and  the 
Indiana  Pacers,  ex-Bull  and  NBA  brat 
Ron  Artest  was  casually — and  annoy- 
ingly—lying  down  on  the  scorer's 
table  when  a fan  threw  a cup  of  beer  at 
him.  A nearby  fan  then  began  to  berate 
Artest  with  laughter;  Artest  was  not 
amused.  Artest  jumped  into  the  stands, 
grabbed  the  amused  gentleman  and 
began  to  pummel  him.  Artest  was  joined 
in  the  stands  by  teammate  Stephen 
Jackson.  Artest  and  another  teammate, 
Jermaine  O’Neal,  also  punched  fans 
that  were  on  the  court  in  the  face.  With 
45.9  seconds  in  the  game  remaining, 
the  referees  called  off  the  remainder  of 


broke  the  sack  record  with  16  sacks 
during  his  sophomore  season.  He  was 
also  deemed  All-Conference,  All  Re- 
gion, and  Thud-Team  All-American. 

His  success  only  flourished  at 
Purdue. This  past  football  season,  the 
D-l  superstar  recorded  9 sacks.  He 
broke  the  Purdue  record  with  5 sacks 
in  a single  game  against  Indiana  Uni- 
versity. 

Ninkovich  is  currently  preparing 
for  the  Alamo  Bowl  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  later  this  month. 

“JJC  helped  me  prepare  for  Purdue, 
and  because  of  that  I might  be  able  to 
move  on  in  the  future  with  my  football 
success  after  I graduate  from  Purdue,” 
Ninkovich  said. 

Around  campus,  Ninkovich  has 
been  deemed  the  title  “the  jack  of  all 
trades."  Not  only  is  he  a consistent 
defensive  end,  but  he  also  plays  tight 
end  when  Purdue  is  at  the  goal  line. 


the  game.  The  following  day,  NBA 
Commissioner  David  Stem  came  down 
hard  on  the  total  nine  players  who  got 
involved  in  the  melee,  calling  the  fra- 
cas “shocking,  repulsive  and  inexcus- 
able.” Overall,  the  nine  players  in- 
volved were  banned  for  a total  143 

Artest,  naturally,  was  the  first  to 
receive  a suspension,  and  what  a pun- 
ishment: suspended  for  the  rest  of  the 
season,  no  pay,  and  without  adjustment 
to  the  Pacers’  salary  cap;  Jackson  got 
a 30-game  suspension  and  O'Neal  get- 
ting 25. 

The  “punishment,”  per  say,  for 
Artest  goes  to  show  that,  even  if  you 
participate — and  pretty  much  facili- 
tate— one  of  the  most  heinous  brawls 
in  sports  history,  you  can  still  come 
back.  Artest  should  have  been  banned 
from  the  NBA  for  life.  So  does  that  mean 
if  he  lays  down  a few  bets  on  the  Pac- 
ers ala  Pete  Rose,  will  he  be  banned  for 
life?  Probably  not. 

Anyways,  Artest  should  also  be 
prosecuted  to  the  fullest  extent  of  the 
law — which  has  been  talked  about,  but 
if  another  pro  basketball  player  can  get 
off  for  rape  (I  am  NOT  saying  he  WAS 
guilty),  do  you  think  that  another 
player  will  be  charged  for  a fight  dur- 
ing a game? 

So  what  did  we  leam  from  this?  If 
you’re  a good  looking,  white  female 
and  seduce  African  American  female, 
it’s  wrong  and  damning  and  much 
worse  than  if  you’re  a professional  ath- 
lete and  become  a one-man  wreaking 
crew,  you  can  get  off  virtually  scott- 
free. 


The  good,  the  bad  and  the  ugly 


Monday  Night  Football’s  ‘Towel- 
gate,’  the  Detroit  brawl  incident 


Men’s  basketball  team 
stregthens  defense,  offense 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

Despite  some  their  recent  losses, 
the  JJC  men’s  basketball  team  slipped 
past  non-conference  rival  Morton  Col- 
lege with  a final  77-74  lead. 

Head  coach  Kuhn  has  lately  been 
working  on  a system  to  defensively 
help  the  Wolves  gain  momentum  they 
need  on  the  offensive  end. 

Shane  Smoot,  a 6-2  freshman 
guard,  came  off  the  bench  and  wowed 
the  audience  with  his  skills.  Smoot  was 
a definite  playmaker  for  the  Wolves  in 
the  win  over  Morion. 

At  the  half  the  Wolves  were  up 
37-36,  but  it  wasn’t  until  sophomore 
sharp  shooter,  Jawond  Gage  banked  a 
three  pointer  with  1:36  left  in  the  game 
to  give  JJC  a 77-70  lead  late  in  the  fourth 
quarter  that  the  lead  appeared  to  be 
safe.  Morton  was  unable  to  gain  mo- 
mentum to  defeat  the  Wolves. 

Larry  McGee  scored  a game-high 
of  19  points  and  12  rebounds,  while 
Gage  had  15  points,  and  Anthony 
White  collected  12. 

Over  the  Thanksgiving  weekend, 
the  men’s  basketball  team  hosted  the 
Thanksgiving  Tournament  on  Nov.  26- 
27. 

After  taking  a tough  lose  to  St. 


Xavier  University  on  Friday,  the 
Wolves  stepped  up  on  Saturday  to  re- 
deem themselves  and  crushed  the  Uni- 
versity of  St.  Francis  with  a final  score 
of  109-74. 

Once  again  Kuhn  decided  to  make 
a few  changes  to  give  JJC  a better  shot 
for  a win.  Kuhn  worked  with  an  eight- 
man  rotation,  which  helped  spark  the 
drive  the  Wolves  were  hoping  to  gain. 

Sean  Farver,  a 6’4”  freshman.for- 
ward  led  the  team  with  a high  of  18 
points.  Of  those  18  points,  Farver  net- 
ted 3 three-pointers,  which  helped  put 
the  Wolves  open  an  immense  lead. 

Other  players  who  contributed  to 
the  win  were  Torrian  Bluitt,  who  had  1 2 
points,  5 rebounds  and  5 assists.  Smoot 
recorded  10  points,  while  Avery  Rosen 
scored  9. 

Coach  Kuhn  will  keep  rotating  his 
consistent  players  off  the  bench  to  try 
and  spark  the  defensive  end. 

The  incoming  freshmen  have  the 
talent  and  height,  but  lack  in  NJCAA 
experience.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Wolves  will  continue  their  current  suc- 
cess if  they  continue  to  improve. 

The  Wolves  will  travel  to  Olivet 
Nazarene  University  on  Tuesday,  Dec. 
7.  Game  time  is  7 p.m. 


(Tla 


Larry  McGee 

Larry  McGee,  a graduate  from 
Gary  Wirth  High  School,  was 
one  of  the  top  players  in  the 
Indiana  region  and  continues 
to  be  successful  on  the  JJC 
men's  basketball  team.  The 
6’6”  center  added  17  points 
and  9 rebounds  during  the  third 
place  defeat  over  the 
University  of  St.  Francis  during 
the  Thanksgiving  Classic 
Tournament.  With  his  height 
advantage  will  be  a prominent  figure  on  the  defensive  end. 
McGee  is  effective  at  the  post  and  his  all  around  versatility  will 
continue  to  assist  the  team. 


Jillian 


Montgomery 

Jillian  Montgomery,  a 
57”  freshman  center,  has 
been  a key  player  with  this 
year’s  current  success  on 
the  basketball  court.  During 
the  Thanksgiving  Classic 
tournament,  Montgomery  re- 
ceived all-tournament  hon- 
ors. During  the  champion- 
ship game,  Montgomery  re- 
corded 16  points  and  14  rebounds.  Her  defensive  efforts 
have  been  solid  and  consistent  not  only  in  the  champion- 
ship win  over  Kishwaukee,  but  so  far  this  year.  Montgomery 
received  SICA  North  All-Conference  honors  as  a senior  at 
Bolingbrook  High  School.  She  is  a strong,  powerful  player 
and  will  continue  to  be  an  important  aspect  this  year. 


